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Hometown Heroes is a special publication of The Advocate & Democrat.

Hero
[heer-oh]-noun
A person who is admired 
for courage, 
outstanding achievements,
or noble qualities.

2018Hometown  
    Heroes



As communities across 
the nation come together 
to support those who 
serve and protect us, The 
Advocate & Democrat is 
proud to present this special 
Hometown Heroes publica-
tion to honor them for all 
they do.

This publication also 
pays tribute to the brave 
men and women who not 
only serve as law enforce-
ment officers in our com-

munity, but also serve as 
firefighters, Rescue Squad 
volunteers, 911 Center dis-
patchers, ambulance work-
ers and more. 

Whether they are paid 
professionals or the many 
volunteers who staff these 
important posts, we are 
thankful for all they do for 
us. They are our friends and 
neighbors, Sunday school 
teachers and little league 
coaches. These men and 

women represent the best 
among us. Furthermore, this 
special section pays tribute 
to our military heroes who 
keep us safe.

We at The Advocate & 
Democrat want to thank 
the many fine businesses 
and individuals who adver-
tised in this publication and 
made this tribute to our 
Hometown Heroes possible. 
We applaud their support 
for our Hometown Heroes.

Honoring our 
Hometown Heroes
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The Tennessee Highway 
Patrol (THP) was formed in 
1929 and is a division of 
the Tennessee Department 
of Safety.

THP is responsible for 
enforcing all federal and 
state laws relating to traffic 
on the state’s federal and 
state highways. 

THP investigates traffic 
accidents involving property 
damage, personal injury, or 
death. The agency works with 
prosecutors in the prosecu-
tion of cases in which the 
use of drugs or alcohol con-
tributed to accidents causing 
personal injury or fatalities. 
The Tennessee Highway Patrol 
has responsibility in criminal 
interdiction, which involves the 
suppression of narcotics on the 
state’s roads and highways, 
including the  interstate. It is 
the state agency responsible for 
conducting background checks 

on applicants for permits to 
carry handguns.

The Highway Patrol is made 
up of nine districts. Monroe 
County is part of District 2, 
which is headquartered in 
Knoxville (865-594-5800).

On May 24, 2018,  Dereck 
R. Stewart was sworn in by 
Gov. Bill Haslam as the colo-
nel, the top official of the 
Tennessee Highway Patrol.  
He replaced retiring Col. 
Tracy Trott.

Tennessee Highway Patrol

From left: Col. Dereck Stewart takes the Oath of 
Office from Gov. Bill Haslam while his wife Cynthia 
looks on. 
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We specialize in: •Remodeling •Custom Home Building •General Contracting
Experienced &

Affordable!

Showroom:
1909 US 411

Vonore, TN 37885

Email: denny@skpropertiestn.com

(865) 361-2341
Cell: 423.371.2502

MICHAEL THOMASON
Staff Writer

Monroe County EMS started 
providing service to the citizens 
of Monroe County in July 1974.

Since that time they have 
been involved greatly in the 
level of care that is being deliv-
ered and the level of education 
and training our employees are 
required to maintain.

EMS Director Randy White 
said, “We strive to maintain 
a level of preparedness that is second to 
none. We currently employ 23 paramed-
ics and 25 AEMTs, along with multiple 
first responders from the community Fire 
Departments that are essential to EMS and 
our county’s Emergency Response system. 

Monroe County responds to just 
over 9,000 calls a year.”

White said he is honored to 
be the director of Monroe County 
EMS,

“I started my career here in 
1986 and have been a licensed 
EMT/paramedic for 32 years,” he 
said. “I was given the opportunity 
to return to Monroe County EMS 
as director on Sept. 10, 2018, and 
look forward to seeing what the 
future has in store as we strive to 
become the best we can be. We 

have three shift supervisors, who oversee 
the daily shift operations. Monroe County 
is blessed to have the highly skilled and 
dedicated technicians  who respond to the 
medical needs of citizens and visitors on a 
daily basis.”

Monroe County EMS

EMS Director 
Randy White

Members of the Monroe County EMS demonstrate what 
it’s like to ride in an ambulance at an event earlier this year. 
Photo courtesy of scottscamera.com



Monroe County Sheriff’s Office
MICHAEL THOMASON

Staff Writer

The Monroe County Sheriff’s Office 
is one of the county’s largest non-
factory employers, with 70 full-time 
employees, a number that grows to 
107 when you include reserve offi-
cers, auxiliary officers and part-time 
workers. The Sheriff’s Office also has 
12 school resource officers. 

“Our patrol officers and jailers work 
12 hour shifts,” Sheriff Tommy Jones 
II said, “and everyone else works a 
standard eight-hour shift. We have 
five guys on the road at all times and 
we average 77 calls in a 24-hour day.”

Jones pointed out that Monroe 
County is one of the top five larg-
est counties in Tennessee in terms 
of miles and his men and women are 
always on the move.

“They run their tails off,” Jones 
said. “They stay busy every second 
they’re on the clock.”

The Sheriff’s Office offers various 
programs to the community, including 
a neighborhood watch program and a 
citizen’s police academy.

“I worked with Sweetwater Police 
for many years,” Jones said, “and 
they’ve always had an excellent citi-
zen’s police academy and I’d like to 
let everybody see how this office 
works and how things are done both 
at the jail and out in the field.”

Jones also referenced his hiring of 
a training officer as a boon to the 
county. “Our training officer, Donald 
Bivens, is one of the best in the state. 
He can constantly keep our guys up 

Above: A new 
$30 million 
Justice Center 
is under con-
struction in 
Madisonville. 
The Sheriff’s 
Office and 
county officials 
have spent 
years planning 
the building 
that should be 
complete in 
2019.

to date and his salary is less than 
we’d be paying for the guys to 
attend classes every year.”

“Training can also help with 
court cases,” Jones added. “A 
well-trained officer in court can 
deal much better with a defense 
attorney. And I hope to soon 
have a trained wreck reconstruc-
tionist on each shift. That way 
if a trooper is two counties and 
an hour away, we can work the 
wreck and not keep everybody 
standing around waiting.”
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TOMMY MILLSAPS
General Manager & Editor

The Sweetwater Police 
Department (SPD) prides itself 
on staying involved in the com-
munity.

Whether it is distribut-
ing fans to the elderly dur-
ing hot weather through the 
Elder Watch Program, host-
ing a National Night Out 
each August for thousands of 
citizens, Sweetwater Police 
Commissioner Bill Stockton 
and SPD Chief Eddie Bryum 
believe community involve-
ment is the best way to stay 
pro-active and be prepared. 
SPD believes strongly in com-
munity policing, which is 
accomplished by talking with 
residents and communicating 
with them on a daily basis. 
Byrum said nobody knows bet-
ter what is going on in their 
neighborhoods than the people who 
live there.

“Commissioner Stockton has 
always put an emphasis on making 
officers available to the community,” 
Byrum said.

SPD currently has 18-full-time offi-
cers, three part-time officers and 9 
auxiliary officers, which includes the 
school security officers.

Byrum said school security has 
been one of the biggest empha-
ses for the department and he said 
Sweetwater City Schools Director 
Rodney Boruff and his staff have 

worked well with officers to pro-
vide the safest environment pos-
sible for students. Byrum said the 
new Raptor software program just 
recently installed in the Sweetwater 
City System’s schools has increase 
school safety. All visitors to schools 
must present a driver’s licenses to 
school staff, which is then scanned 
to provide information to the school, 
including weather or not the person 
visiting is a registered sex offender.

Bryum said the department prides 
itself on making sure officers are 
trained in a variety of areas and are 
certified to train other officers in cer-

tain areas of police work. The police 
chief said SPD’s strong emphasis on 
training goes back to his history of 
teaching law enforcement classes 
for nine years at Cleveland State 
Community College. SPD takes a num-
ber of free classes through the FBI. 
Sgt. Kris King serves as SPD’s lead 
training officer.

The chief said drug interdiction 
training has played a role in several 
recent large drug arrests.

SPD has two officers that are very 
fluent speaking Spanish, which is a big 
help to the department as the com-
munity grows more diverse. While the 

Hispanic population inside the 
city limits might not be huge, 
a large number of Hispanic 
residents live just outside of 
Sweetwater and thus shop and 
go to school in the city.

There are many free services 
SPD offers, which includes 
crime prevention awareness 
home visits and talking with 
residents about ways to make 
their property safer from crime 
along with visits to businesses 
to educate them on ways to 
avoid being a victim of crime. 
Officer Suzanne Ward coor-
dinates SPD’s neighborhood 
watch program.

Byrum said SPD is plac-
ing a more intense focus on 
traffic safety. Byrum said 
Sweetwater has seen its traffic 
volume steadily increase the 
past few years.

Byrum said the Sweetwater 
Street Department does an 

excellent job with signs and keeping 
streets well marked. 

SPD has four new patrol vehicles 
coming with new Explorers on the 
way by the end of the year. The new 
vehicles will have all-black paint, 
which actually is cheaper than the 
back and white marking. SPD will 
also upgrade its security cameras in 
the city parks as part of an ongoing 
equipment and technology focus.

You can always contact SPD with 
any information about what is going 
on in your neighborhood at 423-442-
HELP (4357) or 423-337-6151.

Sweetwater Police Department

Sweetwater Police officers stay community involved like these officers helping chil-
dren play on the rock climbing wall during National Night Out.



MICHAEL THOMASON
Staff Writer

The Madisonville Police Department 
serves the community with 15 officers, 
including 10 road officers, three detec-
tives and two school resource officers.

The department also has an animal 
control officer, two secretaries and four 
auxiliary officers. 

Gregg Breeden serves as police chief 
and Fred Cagle is the alderman who 
serves as a liaison between the depart-
ment and the mayor and aldermen.

The department has long held com-
munity events, including a haunted 
house at Halloween, an annual fish-
ing rodeo in June and Toys for Tots at 
Christmas.

Now the department, along with 
Madisonville City Hall, is partaking in 
the Tennessee Yellow Dot Program.

Breeden explained this is a program 
that gives people a folder where they 
can put any important information for 
first responders in case of a car acci-
dent.

The folder also comes with a sticker 
you can put on your car so first 
responders will know you have medical 
issues they will need to know about if 
you cannot communicate with them.

The folders and stickers are avail-
able at the Police Department and 
Breeden said there will be times when 
they will hold events at City Hall 
where people can pick them up and 
ask questions.

Madisonville Police Department
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Team Sweetwater Antiques

Support Our Hometown Heroes 100%! 

Thank You For Your Devotion!

Bringing You REAL Antiques 7 Days A Week

309 N. Main Street • Sweetwater, Tennessee 37874

423.351.9480

I-75 at Oakland Rd • Sweetwater

423-337-5825

Thank You 
To All Who 
Serve Our 

Community!

MICHAEL THOMASON
Staff Writer

Vonore is a small town, but being 
surrounded by lakes and having a major 
four-lane highway running through it, 
means the Police Department always 
needs to be watchful.

Robby Lovingood is the police chief 
and he oversees a department of nine 
full-time employees including himself. 
He has six patrolmen, a school resource 
officer and a detective.

“We don’t have any programs we do 
with the community because we’re so 
small,” he said. “If someone’s working, 
they’re usually on the road or on a case.”

Even life in small Vonore is different 
from past years. Growth has happened 
with a large Food City opening on 
Highway 411 in recent years near the 
intersection with another busy highway, 
Highway 72.

Tellico Lake creates a lot more traffic 
than just the locals and of course there 

are two large industrial parks in the 
Vonore area that create traffic, which 
includes large trucks. One of the town’s 

schools, Vonore Elementary, is located 
on the heavily-traveled Highway 411.

The Police Department is located on 

Church Street across from a portion of 
Tellico Lake. The Police Department can 
be contacted 423-884-2480.

Vonore Police Department



JESSICA KENT
Staff Writer

The Tellico Plains Police 
Department (TPPD) seeks to create 
peace and security in their small town. 

Russ Parks has been serving in the 
interim police chief position since 
August 2015. Parks’ work history 
includes four years with TPPD and 
four years with the Monroe County 
Sheriff’s Office as a corrections officer. 

“The support we have in our com-
munity is exceptional,” said Parks. 

TPPD currently employees six full-
time officers and one part-time officer: 
Chief Parks, Capt. Blake Hall, Lt. Jason 
Crowder, Eli White, Robert Moses, 
Kevin Standridge and David Bookout. 
The department has a six-cruiser fleet 
and a current ISO rating of 4. 

Parks said his officers strive to 
provide effective police services that 
instill public confidence, community 
trust and support. 

“Our goal is to enforce the laws 
fairly and impartially 
with integrity and pro-
fessionalism,” he said. 
“Part of our mission is 
that we will strive to 
ensure peace and security 
through a sensitive, car-
ing and creative police 
service.”

While the TPPD 
does not currently have 
any special programs 
for citizens, each year 
the department orga-

nizes the town’s Trunk or Treat event. 
The department also participates in 
multiple town events, such as the 
Candlelight Walk, the annual Dance 
on the Square, Movie on the Square, 
and more.

Parks was also very pleased to 
announce that the Police 
Department has been award-
ed a litter control grant. 

“This grant has given the 
town the opportunity to hire 
Kevin Standridge as a littler 
control officer. This grant 
will run for a period of two 
years,” he said. 

The Police Department 
has also purchased four 
new Dodge Charger patrol 
cars through sale of military 
equipment from the LESO 

program, Parks added. 
“By doing this, we have replaced 

the cars we had with new cars to bet-
ter serve the community,” he said. 
“With the use of this program, we 
have be able to get new cars for the 
department that haven’t been replaced 
with new cars since 2006.”

Parks said the program will not cost 
the citizens as there will be no tax 
increase on either land or sales tax. 

“A special thanks to Mayor Patrick 
Hawkins and the City Council for 
their diligent work during the process 
of replacing the worn patrol units,” 
said Parks. “Hopefully we will get the 
remaining two units replaced soon. 
This will also increase officer safety 
and moral. We want to help increase 
safety for our officers, and provide 
them a safe patrol unit, to serve our 

wonderful citizens”
Parks said he is thankful for all the 

hard work of his officers in keeping 
local citizens safe. 

“They do a phenomenal job in pro-
tecting our citizens and community. 
We thank our community for their 
incredible continued support,” he 
said. “It amazes me that even though 
the war on cops is raging in the world 
our local citizens continue to support 
us by bringing us meals, breakfast 
snacks, and other wonderful gestures. 
We have one of the best departments 
here in our little town with the big 
backyard.”

The TPPD is located inside Tellico 
Plains City Hall at 405 Veterans 
Memorial Drive. They can be reached 
at 423-253-2030. The hours of office 
operation are from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Police Chief 
Russ Parks

Tellico Plains Police Department
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Tellico Plains
Library Board & Staff

Honor All Heroes
THANK YOU. GOD BLESS. STAY SAFE.

Rose’s Well Drilling
423-442-3431

7621 New Hwy. 68 • Madisonville, TN 37354
CALL WAYNE ROSE

Thank you to all our
Local Hometown Heroes!

We appreciate your hard work and dedication.  

707 Veterans Memorial Drive • Tellico Plains • 423-253-6003
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm; Sat 9am-1pm

FAMILY WELLNESS CENTER

Thank You Hometown Heroes! 210 S. Main Street,
Downtown Sweetwater

423-351-1454

10% OFF
All Military and

First Responders

“El Jacal”
Restaurante 

Mexicano

MICHAEL THOMASON
Staff Writer

Army veteran Andy Boyd is the 
new Monroe County director of 
Veteran Services and he is ready to 
help local veterans with whatever 
needs they have.

Boyd was appointed to the job in 
July and he helps veterans navigate 
the sometimes complicated Veteran’s 
Administration (VA).

“Veterans who need help with their 
pensions or benefits stemming from 
an injury while serving can come see 
me,” he said. “I know it can get con-
fusing at times.”

Boyd pointed out that there are 
now VA clinics in both Athens and 

Knoxville. 
“The main one is in Johnson 

City,” he said, “but trips to Athens 
or Knoxville are much easier for most 
people.”

Boyd said in a 2016 count, there 
were 3,482 veterans living in Monroe 
County, most of them from the 
Vietnam era.

“The World War II veterans are 
starting to leave us,” he said. “Most 
are in their 90s now. The Korean vet-
erans are a little younger, and we’re 
starting to see more and more from 
Iraq and Afghanistan, but it’s mainly 
Vietnam veterans you see around 
here.”

Boyd served in the Army from 1987 
to 1991. 

“Straight out of high school,” he 
said. “My father is a Vietnam veteran 
and I followed his foot steps into the 
Army.”

Boyd is looking to help veterans in 
any way he can.

“I’m a son of a veteran and I’m a 
veteran,” he said. “I know what they 
live with and the help they need. I 
hope I can help them live a better life.”

The Monroe County Veteran’s 
Office is located at the back of the 
Courthouse in Madisonville, though 
it could move locations once the new 
Justice Center opens next year. The 
current hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Monday through Thursday, and 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday. The 
phone number is 423-442-5812.

New Monroe County Director of Veterans 
Services Andy Boyd.

Monroe County Veterans Services



Myers Funeral Home
and Monuments

315 Scott Street • Tellico Plains, TN • 423-253-2211
“Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1973”

To all our Hometown Heroes, we salute you.
Thank you for your service and sacrifices.

A-PLUS TIRE
647 Anderson Street • Madisonville, TN 37354
423-442-2728 • Fax 423-442-2739

Mon.-Fri. 8-4:30; Sat. 8-12

Hometown Heroes
In appreciation of all the hard work you do in 
our community, we’d like to say thank you!

Hometown Heroes

Madisonville, Tennessee
The Hub of Monroe County

Mayor - Glenn Moser
Vice-Mayor - Linda Hensley
City Recorder - Sherri McCrary

Board of Aldermen
James Bledsoe

Fredrick E. Cagle
Augusta Davis

Linda G. Hensley
Susan Saunders

Fire Chief
John Tallent

Chief of Police
Greg Breeden

City Forman
Donnie Chambers

City Hall  423-442-9416

We appreciate all our Hometown Heroes!

Nov. 7
Sweetwater Primary School will 

hold a Veterans Day program for par-
ents on Wednesday, Nov. 7 at 2 p.m. 
On Thursday, Nov. 8, the school will 
hold a program for students. 

Nov. 8 
Coker Creek Elementary School 

will have a Veterans Day program on 
Thursday, Nov. 8 at 9 a.m. The school 
will serve breakfast for veterans before 
the program, from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. 

Tellico Plains Elementary School 
will hold its Veterans Day program on 
Thursday, Nov. 8 at 1 p.m. The school 
will serve lunch for veterans before the 
program.

Nov. 9
Tellico Plains High School will hold 

its Veterans Day program on Friday, 
Nov. 9 at 9 a.m. A breakfast will be 
served for veterans at 8 a.m. Everyone 
is welcome to attend. 

Sweetwater High School will hold 
its Veterans Day program on Friday, 
Nov. 9 at 9 a.m. in the school’s gym-
nasium. All veterans are invited to 
attend. Randall Leyshon, a veteran of 
the Vietnam War, will be the keynote 
speaker.

Madisonville Middle School will 
have a Veterans Day program on 
Friday, Nov. 9 at 10 a.m. All veterans 
are welcome to attend. 

Rural Vale School will hold its 
Veterans Day program on Friday, Nov. 
9. A luncheon for veterans will start 
at 11 a.m. and continue until 12:45 
p.m. The program with students will 
begin at 1 p.m. Everyone is invited to 
attend. 

Madisonville Intermediate School 
will have a Veterans Day program on 
Friday, Nov. 9 at 1:30 p.m. All veter-
ans are welcome to attend. 

Monroe County has 
numerous events planned for 
Veterans Day, including: 
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Thank You

www.sweetwaterhosptial.org    
865.213.8200

to our hometown heroes who put their lives on 
the line every day to help keep us safe.

The Town of 
Tellico Plains, Tn
Getaway The Cherohala Skyway

405 VeTerans MeMorial DriVe

Tellico Plains, Tn 37385

We Support Our Hometown Heroes!
510 South Main Street, Sweetwater • 423-337-7933

Hours: Monday-Friday  8am-6pm; Saturday 9am-1pm

Download our App • Visit us on Facebook or at www.littledrugs.com

Stay Safe.
Thank You for all you do. 2021 Hwy. 411 • Vonore 

423-884-6673
Hours:  11am-9pm  |  7 Days A Week
www.countrysiderestaurant.com

Hometown, home-style cooking 
restaurant in beautiful Vonore

Home of All You Can Eat Fish

We offer a variety of:
•Appetizers •Salads •Entrees
•Sandwiches •Country Sides 

•Desserts •Drinks

Sweetwater Elementary School 
will hold a Veterans Day program on 
Friday, Nov. 9 at 1:30 p.m. 

Nov. 10
The annual Veterans Day Parade 

will be held on Saturday, Nov. 10 
in downtown Sweetwater. Lineup 
will begin at 10 a.m. in the upper 
Walmart parking lot. Parade will 
begin at 11 a.m. A ceremony will be 
held at the gazebo downtown fol-
lowing the parade, around noon.

Nov. 12
Tellico Plains Junior High School 

will hold a Veterans Day program on 
Monday, Nov. 12 at 8:30 a.m. All 
veterans are invited to attend. 

Madisonville Primary School will 
hold its Veterans Day program on 
Monday, Nov. 12 at 8:30 a.m.

Vonore Elementary School will 
hold a Veterans Day program on 
Monday, Nov. 12 at 8:30 a.m. There 
will be a breakfast before the pro-
gram. All veterans are welcome to 
attend.

Monroe County Government is 
planning a Veterans Day ceremony 
on Monday, Nov. 12 at 11 a.m. at 
the Courthouse. More details to be 
announced at a later date.

Sequoyah High School will have 
a Veterans Day program on Monday, 
Nov. 12 at 2 p.m. in the school’s 
gymnasium. The guest speaker will 
be Nathan Greenwood. All veterans 
are invited to attend.

Vonore Middle School will hold its 
Veterans Day program on Monday, 
Nov. 12 at 2 p.m.



MICHAEL THOMASON
Staff Writer

They came from opposite ends of the country but 
eventually ended up in Monroe County where now, 
after 32 years in the Army, Michael “Mike” Trost and 
his wife Stephanie have started a farm.

Named Pokeadot Hops and Garden, it’s located on 
Sleepy Valley Road and was recently given a kick start 
with help from Ryan Jacks, Steven Klumpe, Daniel 
Keller and Eric Brefini, all members of the Wounded 
Warrior Organization, along with UT Agrability, 
NRCS Monroe County, the Semper Fi Fund, Hope for 
the Warriors and the Farmers Veteran Coalition.

But before they landed in Monroe County, Mike 
Trost was calling Southern California home and 
Stephanie was in South Carolina. And while Mike 
joined the Army, it was not his service that brought 
them together. It was E-Harmony.

“We eventually ended up living in Blount County,” 
Stephanie said. “We were there for 19 years, barely 
ever going beyond where the electric company was 
at.”

Mike, though, did do a little traveling. 
“My 32 years in the military has been one of the 

best experiences of my life,” he said. “I was able 

to go to many foreign countries including India, 
Bangladesh, Thailand, Korea, Iraq and Afghanistan.”

“I’ve had an opportunity to deliver classified infor-
mation to the ambassador of India,” he added, “and 
I’ve trained with a special forces ODA and have done 
some amazing things in Iraq. I set up polling sites for 
the first democratic election. I provided humanitarian 
assistance to many Afghan citizens and taught civil 
affairs at the Special Warfare Training Group at Fort 
Bragg in North Carolina.”

But his time was overseas was not without peril. 
Mike was injured in Afghanistan on Feb. 20, 2012. 
He sustained five gunshot wounds from a PKM 
machine gun at 50 yards. He lost most of his right 
hand and the use of his right leg. He endured 35 sur-
geries at Walter Reed over the course of the year prior 
to coming back home to Tennessee in 2013.

Mike was in intense daily pain, and his leg was 
nonfunctional except with the use of the leg braces. 
If he did physical activity, he would spend two or 
three days in bed because it would just physically 
wipe him out. 

“In 2016, we returned to Walter Reed for them to 
perform a leg amputation surgery,” Stephanie said. 
“And in the process of the amputation they used a 
third of his amputated foot to rebuild him a right-

From the Army to a farm

Stephanie and Michael Trost after he had surgery 
to remove part of his leg from an injury suffered dur-
ing his time overseas.

At left: Stephanie and Michael Trost traveling the world. 
Below: Michael sends an important question to Stephanie.

Veteran Trost finds success after hardships
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At left: Stephanie and Michael Trost traveling the world. 
Below: Michael sends an important question to Stephanie. hand. What was his instep of his foot 

and his large toe is now a thumb. This 
also ended up being a circuit for a year 
staying at Walter Reed.”

But Michael isn’t bitter about his ser-
vice. 

“The Army prepared me to become a 
farmer,” he said. “Long hours, the abil-
ity to improvise and overcome and the 
ability to never quit! I owe the Army 
a debt of gratitude for my Bachelor of 
Arts degree in history at Sonoma State 
University in California and to Walter 
Reed and the world-class surgeons who 
rebuilt my broken body after being shot 
five times with a machine gun.”

“The Army gave me many opportu-
nities to become the man/soldier I am 
today!” he added. “It will forever be 
a part of me. It’s not what you don’t 
have, it’s what you do with what you do 
have!”

Now, the Trosts are turning that 
work ethic to their farm outside of 
Madisonville.

“We looked for land for two years,” 
Stephanie said. “As soon as we saw 
the place on Sleepy Valley, we fell in 
love with it. I have fallen in love with 
Madisonville, the people, the neighbors, 
and the town has been welcoming and 
amazing.”

Michael Trost during his time in Afghanistan.
Michael Trost’s new “thumb” after 
doctors used his toe to replace it.

We Salute our

Thank you for all you do 
for our community!



TOMMY MILLSAPS
General Manager & Editor

The Sweetwater Fire 
Department (SFD) prides itself 
on providing citizens the best 
fire protection possible and has 
work diligently to obtain grants 
to have the best equipment 
possible. 

SFD moved into a new 
Fire Station No. 1 on New 
Highway 68 just two years ago 
and hopes the new station 

will help lower the depart-
ment’s Insurance Services 
Organization’s (ISO) fire sup-
pression rating.

The move from the old Fire 
Station on Monroe Street locat-
ed by the Police Department 
means SFD finally has the 
location the Insurance Services 
Origination (ISO) officials rec-
ommended for the department 
for years.

City Commissioner Ed Lee is 
the commissioner over the Fire 

Department. His chief is Doug 
Watson.

“This is what ISO suggest-
ed,” Fire Chief Doug Watson 
said of the new Fire Hall located 
just across from the Schott 
Gemtron plant.

Sweetwater’s ISO rating has 
mproved from a 5 to a 4.

Watson has stressed that 
SFD concentrate heavily on its 
training and educating the pub-
lic about fire safety and preven-
tion.

The fire chief said his men 
have stepped up to the chal-
lenge meeting training goals 
and taking leadership roles 

in the department.
A prime example is the 

involvement of the firefighters 
reviewing equipment and trying 
to find the best for SFD.

SFD recently was awarded a 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) equipment 
grant. The grant allowed the 
department to purchase new 
battery-powered extrication 
tools to help firemen get victims 
out of wrecked cars. Watson 
and his firefighters saw live 
demonstrations of the tools.  
Firefighter Tripp Hall has submit-
ted numerous equipment grants. 
Hall said the new extrication 

tools are more manuverable for 
firefighters and less fatiguing for 
them to use.

In his recent talk with the 
Sweetwater Merchants and 
Property Owners Association 
(SMPOA) on behalf of Chief 
Watson, Hall said the Fire 
Department has thermal imaging 
equipment that not only helps 
them locate people in case of a 
house fire but can also help the 
Sweetwater Police Department 
in a variety of ways. SFD hopes 
to have new larger fire hoses on 
their trucks soon as they con-
tinually take advantage of grant 
opportunities.

Sweetwater Fire Department

Above: Firefighter Tripp Hall speaks during a recent Sweetwater 
Merchants and Property Owners Association meeting.
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Home of Affordable Used Cars & Trucks
H&V Motors

We
Salute
You!

610 Englewood Rd • Madisonville • 423-420-1066

Throughout my life I have seen first hand the energy, 
excellence, and tireless effort of police officers, 
firefighters, and first responders. These brave men and 
women are gifts to our community! They are heroes 
who answered the call to be strong and courageous. On 
behalf of Sweetwater First Assembly, we applaud you, 
we thank you, and we truly appreciate you! We honor 
you today!

Pastor Andrew Templeton

Sunday Morning Encounters: 9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship

Wednesday Night Services: 7:00 p.m. Children, Youth & Adult

940 Hwy. 11 South (across from Wal-Mart)
Sweetwater, TN •  423-337-6037

www.sfa-people.com

Now Hiring
Production Technicians
Apply at Plant 2 Guard Shack
JTEKT PLANT 2
55 & 56 EXCELLENCE WAY
VONORE, TN 37885
PHONE 423-884-9224

Come work for the BEST! 
JTEKT was voted BEST Industry/Manufacturing company

in the Reader’s Choice for Monroe County!

• Starting Pay - $14.23
• Top Out - $20.01
• Excellent Benefits
• 401K
• 10 Paid Holidays
• Vacation
• 4 10’s
• Rotating Schedule

Thank you
to those who protect and
serve our community!

South Main Street, Sweetwater

Highway 68, Tellico Plains

White Street, Athens

Wayman Road, Madisonville

Norman Lee Real Estate
Brokers & Auctioneer

Email: norman@normanleerealestate.com
Website: www.NormanLeeRealEstate.com

You Can Own the American Dream
Call any of our experienced agents today!

4263 Highway 411 N. #2, Madisonville, TN 37354 • 423-442-3945

Dan Watson
423-253-4700

Wilma Presley
423-253-4188

Dave Gatchel
423-519-3384

Liz Berrong
423-371-8054

Diane Tomek
423-261-5150

Burt Lee
423-519-0700

James Lee
423-519-0600



MICHAEL THOMASON
Staff Writer

From first responding to vehicle 
extraction to fighting fires, the 
Madisonville Fire Department does 
everything it is asked to do.

In 2016, the department answered 
1,383 calls. They handle this work 
load with four full-time firefighters, 

12 part time firefighters and 32 vol-
unteer firefighters.

John Tallent serves as chief and 
said of those 1,383 calls, more than 
1,000 were first responder calls.

There were 51 fire calls in 2016 
along with 164 service calls where 
the department was sent out but it 
turned out their services were not 
needed.

Tallent said two major highways 
running through the town leads to 
the enormous amount of calls for 
a small town, and while the 1,383 
calls in 2016 were higher than usual, 
the department averages about 1,000 
calls a year.

In the first six months of 2017, the 
department had answered 709 calls, 
with a peak of 136 calls in March.

Madisonville Fire Department

MICHAEL THOMASON
Staff Writer

As it is with most small town 
fire departments, the Vonore Fire 
Department spends more time on 
first responder calls than fire calls.

“We average 30 calls a 
month,” Fire Chief Aaron Hanley 
said, “and the majority of them 
are first responder calls. We have 
three advanced EMT’s on staff 
and two first responders.”

Hanley oversees a staff of five 
full-time firefighters and about 20 

volunteers. They work a 24-hour 
on duty, 48 hours off shift and 
there is always at least one person 
on duty overnight.

Hanley has been the chief for 
the past three years and served 
as a firefighter for 14 years before 
taking the head job.

Vonore has a new fire truck 
acquired in 2016 and Hanley 
thinks the truck will be useful 
with so many factories in the 
area.

“We don’t have a lot of trouble 
when it comes to the facto-

ries,” Hanley said, “but there’s 
more potential with some of the 
hazardous materials they use. 
ProTech caught fire a couple of 
years ago, but that’s about all I 
can remember when it comes to 
the factories.”

The small department does go 
into the schools for career day 
and they hold a fire prevention 
week each year.

“It’s an honor to work in this 
town,” Hanley said. “I grew up 
here and it’s a true calling to be 
able to do the things we do.”

Vonore Fire Department
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CCHS Eclipse Party 2017

Thank You 
We appreciate the commitment, service, and sacrifice of our hometown heroes!   

Madisonville 
4798 New Hwy 68

423-442-2622
Open 7 Days A Week

8:00am-5:30pm
www.chotahealth.org

Tellico Plains
412 Hunt Street
423-253-6545

Monday-Friday
8:00am-5:30pm

Vonore
1206 Hwy 411
423-884-7271

Monday-Friday
8:00am-5:30pm

Biereley-Hale
Funeral Home, Inc.

4650 Highway 411, Madisonville

423-442-4404
On Site Crematory

biereleyhale.com

111 Depot Street, Tellico Plains

423-253-2173

Some people run 
from problems.

Others run
to them.

Thank You
Hometown Heroes!

282 Industrial Park Road • Sweetwater, TN 37874
(423) 337-2493 or visit www.aeroflexusa.com

Aeroflex® USA, Inc., manufactures
insulation tubes  and sheets marketed

under the brand Aerocel.

Aerocel® has been used widely for energy 
saving and  preventing condensation on 

hot and cold water pipes in HVAC & 
Refrigeration systems. 

We would like to take this time 
to say....

Thank You
to our local

Hometown Heroes
Firefighter & EMS Personnel

Police & Law Enforcement

2110 HWY. 11 NORTH • SWEETWATER, TN • (423) 337-3499
STORE HOURS: MON.-FRI. 7:30AM - 6PM; SAT. 7:30AM - 4PM; CLOSED SUNDAY

ValleyBuildingSupplyTN.com

Thank You
Hometown Heroes!
Your Local Hardware Store 

and so much more!
• Flooring • Cabinets • Siding

• Wndows • Tools

Vonore Fire Department



Tellico Plains Fire Department
JESSICA KENT

Staff Writer

Volunteer: a person who freely 
offers to take part in an enterprise or 
undertake a task. 

The Tellico Plains Fire Department 
has just over 20 volunteers—all fire-
fighters with a mission of protecting 
lives and property to the best of their 
ability. 

“We get up anytime of the night 
or day, even holidays, to try to save 
lives of someone that we may or 
may not know,” said Fire Chief Jamie 
Sisson. “We get no pay and we don’t 
expect any glory for doing it. We do it 
because we want to help.” 

Sisson has been fire chief since 
2007, just after the death of then 
Chief Tim Kelley. He has served on 
every position in the department. 

The Fire Department continues to 
work hard on updating its equipment. 

“Right now, we have two engines—
a 2008 and a 2010—with a pump 
capacity of 1,250 gallons per minute,” 
he said. “We also have a 2007 tanker 
and a 2006 Wildland engine, along 
with a 100-foot platform ladder truck.” 

On average, the Fire Department 
responds to 350 calls a year, not 
including calls that get cancelled. 

“We use pagers and cell phones 
with an alert system,” said Sisson. 
“Once a call comes through E-911, we 
go to the station and get the truck(s) 
and equipment that we need. When 

in route, we gather information about 
the call that may help us once we get 
on scene. Once on scene, we try to 
be professional and get the task under 
control, no matter what it is.” 

The majority of the Fire 
Department’s funding comes from 
fundraising, with small portions of 
their budget coming from Monroe 
County and the Town of Tellico 
Plains. 

Sisson said the support from the 
community is very important to the 

Fire Department’s mission. 
“The key to having the support like 

we have here in Tellico is everyone 
coming together for the good of the 
community,” he said. 

“My firefighters sacrifice for our 
community and a lot of time gets 
taken away from their families, and in 
return, our community gives us a lot 
of support,” Sisson continued. “We 
are the only municipality in Monroe 
County that does not have a full-time 
fire department, and yet, our ISO rat-

ing is a 4.” 
Sisson said he would eventually 

like to see the town have a full-time 
department as training hours are 
increasing and today’s volunteers are 
asked to do “more with less.” 

“Thank your emergency respond-
ers,” he said. “Families, hug and kiss 
your fireman when he leaves on a call. 
You never know, it might be the last 
time you get that chance.” 

The Tellico Plains Fire Department 
is located on Bank Street.
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203 Monroe Street

337-6979
Hours:  Monday - Friday

8:30 am - 4:30 pm

City of Sweetwater

Mayor
Doyle F. Lowe

Vice Mayor
Billy G. West

City Recorder
Jessica P. Morgan

Utilities
Eric Hicks

General Manager

Fire
Edward Lee,

Commissioner
Doug Watson, Chief 

Police
Bill Stockton, 

Commissioner
Eddie Byrum, Chief

Parks/Recreation
Lamar Hughes,
Commissioner

Tim Crawford, Director

Schools
Rodney Boruff,

Director of Schools

Streets
Billy G. West,

Commissioner
Richard Jenkins, 
Superintendent

Planning & Developement
Sam Moser, Commissioner
Chuck Whited, City Planner

www.sweetwatertn.net

wishes to thank all Hometown Heroes

We are proud of you!

The



Monroe Co.’s Rural Fire Departments
TOMMY MILLSAPS

General Manager & Editor

The vast majority of residents 
in Monroe County are served 
by a volunteer fire department 
staffed by volunteer firefighters.

There are nearly 150 volunteer 
firefighters in the county in 15 
volunteer departments and there 
roles are critical. Nowhere was 
that more evident than the fall of 
2016 when volunteer firefighters 
battled numerous wildfires across 
the county during one of the 
worst fire seasons in history after 
a prolonged drought. However, 
volunteer firefighters are busy 
every day responding not only to 
fires but also accidents and medi-
cal calls.

Much of the funding for the 
volunteer departments fund-
ing comes from the taxpayers of 
Monroe County through county 
appropriations. Also, volunteer 
contributions through boot drives 
and other fundraisers are used. 

 All personnel are volunteer 
and fight fires and respond to 
other emergencies without pay.

The Monroe County 
Firefighters Association formed 
in 1992 and since that time, 
grant funding as been a key to 
getting more equipment. One of 
the first major grants it received 

was upgrading some of the rural 
departments with new brush 
trucks. Since then, through a lot 
of work, grants and fundraising, 
many departments have mod-
ern tankers, pumpers, and first 
response vehicles.

A single firefighter’s bunker 
gear with a self-contained breath-
ing apparatus can cost as much 
as $7,000 or higher.  A new Class 
A pumper truck, just a basic 
truck, might cost $300,000 or 
higher.  Modern firefighting tools 
such as infrared heat detecting 
cameras are also expensive. 

Volunteer fire departments 
cooperate with police, EMS, 
EMA, and Rescue Squad per-
sonnel on a daily basics. They 
participate in county-wide train-
ing, Local Emergency Planning 
Committee (LEPC) meeting and 
911 user Committee meetings 
for better communications. The 
2012 tornado in Tellico Plains 
became a county-wide emergency 
response effort and was coor-
dinated properly due to recent 
training and communications.  

The Monroe County Fire 
Fighters Association is a key 
organization that brings the rural 
fire departments together to pro-
mote training and other aspects 
of volunteer fire department ser-
vice.
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In appreciation of all the hard work you do 
in our community, we’d like to say

Thank You!
423-337-6616

140 Lost Sea Rd.• Sweetwater • www.thelostsea.com

520 Old Hwy 68
Sweetwater, TN 37874

423-351-1050

Thank You For Your Service
To Our Community!

Saluting All Our

HEROES
hometown

To all of our law 
enforcement 
officers and 

rescue workers 
- we would like 

to say
"Thank You" 
for all you do!

SWEETWATER UTILITIES BOARD
101 Oak Street, Sweetwater, TN • (423) 337-5081

www.sweetwaterutilities.com
“Serving the Sweetwater Valley Since 1939”

303 Bank Street
Tellico Plains, TN 

(423) 253-7050

Dr. Phyllis Harrell • Dr. Richard Buchanan
Dr. Boyd Curtis • Dr. Erica Murphy
Dr. Angela Barry • Dr. Libby Ownby

116 Sands Road
Sweetwater, TN  

(423) 337-7432

Thanks to all our local 
Hometown Heroes

for serving our community!



Emergency Management Agency
TOMMY MILLSAPS

General Manager & Editor

David Chambers became the Emergency 
Management Agency (EMA) director for Monroe 
County in 2016.

Chambers says typically, people only think of 
the EMA during disasters such as tornados or 
severe winter weather. However, the EMA is con-
stantly working behind 
the scenes to prepare 
the resources that will 
be needed during those 
times. 

As the director, some 
of the duties Chambers 
has is to work with 
the Local Emergency 
Planning Committee, 
collect resource informa-
tion within the county 
(such as personnel, 
equipment, etc.), He also 
works with  Monroe County Ambulance Service 
(EMS), Monroe County Rescue Squad, city and 
county fire departments, and city and county 
law enforcement officials to build better com-
munications and establish training and exercises 
that will help the county to be better prepared 
to respond and recover from incidents within 
Monroe County.

“I am also working on plans for providing 
information to the public to help our citizens 
be better prepared when incidents happen and 
things that can be done to help prevent injury or 
loss during weather-related incidents,” Chambers 
said. “I’m in contact with Tennessee Emergency 
Management Agency (TEMA) on a regular basis 
and have a great working relationship with our 

district coordinator. TEMA provides additional 
resources and services in the event an incident 
exceeds our local resources and also offers sev-
eral classes and training events that will help our 
county agencies gain more skills to be able to 
respond and help with recovery more effectively. 
I also attend quarterly directors meetings, where 
information is shared by county directors all 
across East Tennessee, to help the county EMAs 
stay up to date on events and services. I’ve also 
had the privilege to work with the Department of 
Homeland Security and have discussed some of 
the training they provide as well.”

Chambers enjoys working with the different 
departments and looks forward to building a 
strong community-minded relationship with each 
one. 

“We have a great group of paid, as well as 
volunteer services in our county that are ready to 
answer the call when the need arises,” Chambers 
said. 

Training and partner-
ships are always key and 
Chambers is particularly 
please with some recent 
training that took place in 
local schools.

During a crisis, no mat-
ter how quickly profes-
sional emergency respond-
ers arrive, bystanders 
will always be the first 
on the scene and. Local 
schools were recently 
provided training on how 
to respond to an active 
shooter event and how 
to “Stop the Bleed” from 
traumatic wounds. The 

Monroe County School System, teachers and 
staff, have all received the training, as well as 
two of the Sweetwater City Schools and the 
remaining two city schools will receive the train-
ing on Nov. 6, Chambers said. 

Similar to the use of CPR or automatic defibril-
lators, improving public awareness about how 
to stop severe bleeding can be the difference 
between life and death for an injured person. A 
person who is bleeding can die from blood loss 
within five minutes. Those nearest to someone 
with life-threatening injuries are best positioned 
to provide first care and that is why the training 
is so important, Chamber said.

“With everything going on these days we are 
working to be prepared and ready,” Chambers 
said.  “Our responding agencies are the best you 
could ask for and many times go without recogni-
tion. I appreciate each one and the jobs they do 
for the citizens of Monroe County.”

David Chambers

Monroe County EMA recently helped hold Stop the Bleed training in the 
Monroe County School System. 
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Thanks to all our
Hometown Heroes!

Tellico Plains
Bank Street

Vonore
Highway 411

Sweetwater
New Highway 68

Madisonville
New Highway 68

615 Highway 68
 Sweetwater, TN 37874

423-337-3522

We Salute Your Service and Sacrifice To Our Community!

4024 Highway 411
Madisonville, TN 37354

423-420-6352
www.smokymountainmattress.com

Monday-Saturday10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Closed Sunday

10% Off for First Responders and Military
When you mention this ad.



Monroe County’s E-911 Center
JESSICA KENT

Staff Writer

Monroe County’s E-911 Director April Duckett 
White believes that the heart of the E-911 Center 
is the dispatchers. 

“I am blessed to work with some amazing 
dispatchers. How this center is operated is not a 
reflection on what I do in an office, but it’s the 
job done by the dispatchers,” said White, who 
has served as the director of the E-911 Center for 
three years now. “They are the ones who work 
to create a positive reflection in the community. 
The real job—the difficult job—is done by those 
who answer the phone and offer help to those 
in need.” 

There are currently 11 full-time dispatchers 
and three part-time. White said dispatchers are 
so often overlooked in communities. 

“Unfortunately, they take a lot of heat for 
things that are out of their control,” she said. 
“However, they still come in each day with the 
desire to continue to assist someone when they 
need help and to do the best job that they can.”

As director, White oversees the center, main-
tains the budget, assists with dispatch responsi-
bilities when needed and hires the dispatchers. 

On an average, the E-911 Center receives 
between 5,000-5,500 calls a month. Last year, 
there were over 75,000 calls that were generated; 
this includes both 911 and non-emergency calls. 
E-911 dispatchers answer both emergency and 
non-emergency lines and dispatch the calls to a 
total of 28 departments, which includes the vol-
unteer fire departments.

During bad weather or a bad emergency, they 
can answer up to 1,500 plus calls including actual 
911 calls and non-emergency calls in a 24-36 
hours timeframe. 

Among their other duties, dispatchers conduct 
emergency medical dispatch, run NCIC (National 
Crime Information Center, which includes tags, 
driver’s licenses, missing/wanted persons, criminal 
histories and making entries into the database on 
stolen property, missing/wanted persons, order 
of protections, stolen vehicles and sex offenders), 
and coordinate when other resources are needed, 
such as Lifestar. 

One of the first questions a dispatcher asks 
during a call is, “Where are you located?” “This 

is the most important question in the event the 
caller gets disconnected,” said White.

Then, the dispatcher determines the nature 
of the call. If it is not busy, another operator will 
often listen to the conversation and help dispatch 
the appropriate emergency personnel to respond. 
If it is a medical emergency, the dispatchers 
are trained and certified in Emergency Medical 
Dispatch (EMD) and are equipped with guideline 
cards to ask the necessary questions and be able 
to administer the appropriate instructions. 

“We now have a new software that was 
implemented into the database, which is more 
helpful and also more time efficient for the com-
municators,” said White. “Because of this soft-
ware, once a 911 call is received and flagged as 
a medical emergency, the program is prompted 
without any hesitation to generate the questions 
that need to be asked and the actions that need 
to be taken by both the dispatcher and the caller.” 

“Another software that we will soon have 
incorporated into the system will be something 
called Rapid SOS.” continued White. “This will 
enable the dispatchers to pinpoint a caller on their 
cell phone within a very small radius. This type 
of technology has changed 911 dramatically over 

the course of the years because at one time, a call 
could only be ‘pinged’ to the closest tower, which 
sometimes gave a very widespread area to look for 
the caller.”

Most recently in coordination with the 
Monroe County School System, the 911 Center 
was able to obtain a VPN connection into the 
schools. This will allow the dispatchers the capa-
bility of having access to the 
cameras inside the schools. 

“We pray that this 
something that we never 
have to use, but in the 
event that we should have 
an active shooter or other 
type of danger to the stu-
dents, we will have access 
to have a visual aspect of 
what is going on and advise 
the emergency responders 
of where the intruders are 
and will be able to give 
more advanced information 
than we would have been able to prior to this” 
said White. “I am grateful to have a superinten-
dent like Mr. Tim Blankenship, who shares the 

passion with me in regards to offering the most 
safety that we can to our students in our com-
munity.”

Once all necessary emergency personnel 
have been notified in an emergency, the dis-
patcher will stay on the phone with the caller 
until the first responding unit arrives; unless the 
caller wishes to hang up the phone.

A majority of the E-911 Center’s funding 
comes from the State of Tennessee, which 
includes the 911 surcharges that appear on 
phone bills. The center also receives supple-
mental funding from each municipality in 
Monroe County and from the county govern-
ment. 

She called the E-911 Center’s dispatchers 
“an amazing group.” 

“Just this year one dispatcher and our 
911 Center received the prestigious Star of 
Life award, which is presented in Nashville 
by a very elite group who honors emergency 
responders for a job well done. This is the first 
time that this award has been presented to 
Monroe County E-911. 

There are two boards in the Center. One is 
certificates of excellence that are presented to the 
dispatchers when they receive an recognition for 
a job well done, either by a citizen or by a fellow 
emergency responder. The other is a board of 
recognition where there is a heart placed with the 
words “I helped save a life today,” and it has the 
date and dispatcher’s name for when they had a 

successful CPR save. The other acknowl-
edgment of recognition comes in the form 
of a stork which says “I helped welcome a 
new life” with the dispatcher’s name and 
date for when they helped deliver a baby. 
These boards are a reminder to them and 
to those who walk the hall of the jobs 
that they do on a daily basis. 

“They truly have a servant’s heart and 
love to help people,” said White. “Even 
though I have been a dispatcher in the 
past, I still stand in amazement at the 
jobs that they do because I know first-
hand that it takes a very special person to 
be able to be a dispatcher. These people 

are an extremely qualified group who literally have 
hundreds of hours of training to prepare them to 
help those in need in the best way that they can.”

E-911 Director 
April White

E-911 dispatchers recently wore special shirts in support of School Resource Officer 
Melinda Fowler, who is fighting cancer. Not pictured: Jayson Johnson, who was 
answering phones during the photograph, Sue Everett and Amanda Williams.
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113 W. North Street 
Sweetwater, TN

www.kykerfuneralhomes.com

We want to say “THANK YOU”
for your service and commitment

to our community.
"Serving Monroe, Roane and

Surrounding Counties
since 1905"

An ordinary person facing extraordinary circumstances 
and acting with courage, honor, and self-sacrifice.

(877) 353-2674              www.flec.org

Thank you for 
your dedication 

and service!

COMMUNITY
Cleveland State
My

COLLEGE

(423) 884-2338 • clevelandstatecc.edu

Cleveland State now offers the opportunity for students
of all ages to attend college tuition free with TN Promise, 

for students right out of high school, and Cleveland State 
Reconnect for adult students. Check it out today! 

Attend college 
tuition free!

Megan Hall
EMT Graduate
Class of 2013



Monroe County Rescue Squad
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Monroe County Rescue 
Squad is the epitome of community 
volunteers coming together for the 
good of everyone. 

Monroe County Rescue Squad 
members give freely of their time 
for all kinds of emergencies and 
situations that occur. Whether it is 
responding to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on the interstate or a country 
road, a boating accident on an area 
waterway, a missing person call in 
rough terrain or helping park cars 
at a high school football game, the 
Monroe County Rescue Squad is 
always there to help local residents. 

Each January, the Rescue Squad 
holds an annual banquet to rec-
ognize and honor its members. 
Awards are presented to squadmen 

of the year and other certificates 
of appreciation. In addition, the 
Rescue Squad recognizes the area 
businesses and organizations that 

support them throughout the year. 
The Rescue Squad elects its officers 
for the new year and also provides a 
report on all the calls Squad mem-

bers respond to in a coming 
year. 

In a typical year, the 
Monroe County Rescue 
Squad can log more than 
8,600 man hours, working 
hundreds of automobile 
accidents, missing person 
reports and assisting other 
first responders on numer-
ous types of calls. 

Monroe County Rescue 
Squad members also volun-
teer many hours in a year 
to get the latest training to 
help our county’s residents 
safe. 

The Rescue Squad is 
constantly seeking the best 

and most advanced equipment to 
preform its important roles in the 
community.

The Monroe County Rescue Squad’s 2018 officers, left to right: front row — Capt. Magan Shaw; 1st Lt. Randy Watson; 2nd Lt. Ridge Elmore; Madisonville Sgt. Michael 
Rainwater; Sweetwater Sgt. Justin White; Tellico Sgt. Charles Dixon. Back row — Secretary Kaity Watson; Treasurer Larry James; Chaplain Stacie Cole; Unit Director 
Mike Blankenship; Public Relations Director Tracy Shaw; Training Officer Michael Bothwell.
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Thank You To All Of Our
1st Responders & Military!

Hwy. 411 
Madisonville

442-2128
®

®

53Celebrating       Years!

to our local Police, Fire, and Rescue
Departments  for the jobs you do to keep

us and our families safe and secure.

2000 Cobia Drive • Vonore TN 37885

T hank You

423-442-4228

Buffet 
Available 
Everyday

Fast, Friendly
Drive Thru Service

We do Catering!

Thank you
to all of our

“Hometown Heroes!”

3970 Highway 411
Madisonville, TN

New Location Now Open! 
1451 Murray's Chapel Road •  Sweetwater, TN

423-836-9449

www.PeoplesBank-TN.com

TH
AN

K YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE



Hiwassee College and our Criminal Justice Program are proud
to honor all those who serve our communities through the dedication 

of keeping us safe from harm, well,  and engaged in healthy living.
We also honor all those who  currently and who formerly have served 

in all of our Armed Services to keep American strong,
and the world a safer place to live, work, and grow!

We are truly grateful to each of you who sacrifice for all of us!
We are honored to support all those who share their lives to make 

ours better and stronger. God bless Monroe County Hometown
Heroes and all of our veterans currently serving our country 

and those who have served in the past! Each of you are
truly appreciated  for all you do for so many.

225 Hiwassee College Drive • Madisonville, TN 37354 • 423-442-2001
www.hiwassee.edu
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