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SHOP LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS  |  COMMUNITY IMPACT

SPEND LOCAL AND  
MORE STAYS LOCAL

Numerous studies have ana-
lyzed the way  money recircu-
lates, and most agree that 

money spent locally has a 
much higher chance of staying 
in the community. 

A study commissioned by 
the British Columbia division 
of the Canadian Union of 
Public Employees found that 
for every $1 million in sales, 
independent retail stores gen-
erate $450,000 in local eco-
nomic activity, compared to 
just $170,000 for chains. 
Among restaurants, the figures 
are $650,000 for independents 
and $300,000 for chains. 

Across both sectors, this 
translates into about 2.6 times 
as many local jobs created 
when spending is directed to 
independent businesses 

instead of chains. The study 
concludes that a shift of just 
10 percent of the market from 
chains to independents would 
produce 31,000 jobs paying 
$940 million in annual wages 
to workers. 

MORE STABLE JOBS
Economists at Yale 

University and the University 
of Bristol found that in times 
of high unemployment, small 
businesses both retain and 
create more jobs than large 
firms. During the recession of 
March 2008 to March 2009, the 
employment growth rate of 
large employers fell 1.65 per-
cent more than the growth 

rate of small employers, com-
pared with the previous year. 
In every other recession and 
recovery period in the study’s 
sample, large firms took years 
to recover relative to small 
firms. 

IT’S BETTER FOR  
THE COMMUNITY

A study by a professor at 
Baylor University found strong 
positive relationships between 
local ownership, firm size and 
employee loyalty, which they 
refer to as organizational com-
mitment. 

Using data from a nationally 
representative public opinion 
survey, the study found that 

57.2 percent of small firm 
workers scored in the highest 
commitment category, com-
pared to 40.5 percent of large 
firm workers. They found a 
similar relationship for owner-
ship, with 56 percent of work-
ers at locally owned firms hav-
ing high commitment scores, 
compared with just 38.7 per-
cent of workers at non-locally 
owned firms. 

When the researchers plot-
ted the scores on a 16-point 
commitment scale, the 
authors found that, together, 
the two civic measures 
accounted for as much as a 1.7 
point increase in organization-
al commitment, effects.
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I t’s easy to forget 
that shopping 
local helps your 

community and state 
in many, many ways. 
From tax dollars to 
supporting mom-and-
pop businesses, the 
benefits are myriad.

Why Shopping Local Matters
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Shop the World GiftS
DO GOOD  FEEL GOOD 

SHOP FAIR TRADE
3230 Highway 411 N     Englewood

THINK
Unique

Handmade
45 countries

Building a better world

THINK CHRISTMAS

“Creating You”
Full Service Hair & Nail Salon

Services Offered:
• Helix Cuts • Japanese Straightening

• Color • Perms • Cuts • Nails
• Spa Pedicure • Facials

Look Your Best
This Holiday Season!

 Ada Robinson and Holly McKeehan, owner

Hours by Appointment

205 E. Washington Avenue • 745-9941

 Family Restaurant. 
Family Priced.

Home Cooked Buffet
Soups • Salads • Meats 
Vegetables • Desserts

Full Menu Available. Breakfast All Day.

423.337.5825
I-75 Exit 62 

576 Oakland Rd. • Sweetwater, TN
Open Daily at 6 am

Great Gift Ideas -
Come Eat and Shop!

Restaurant & General Store

If you’re totally 
stumped for a gift 
selection, there’s noth-
ing wrong with snag-
ging a gift card and 
tossing it in a greeting 
card. There’s no rule 
that says you have 
to buy a card from a 
chain restaurant or big 
box store. Think local.

CHECK LOCAL 
SHOPS

Most local stores 
have started offer-
ing gift card options 
for customers, be it a 
rechargeable card or 
just a gift certificate 
signed by the manager. 
Regardless, it can make 
for a more personal 
gift than just a generic 
gift card. If you find a 
store you think your 
loved one would really 
like but can’t find the 
perfect gift, just get a 
gift card and let them 
enjoy shopping and 

picking out their favor-
ite items on your dime. 
A gift card to a local 
store can be a much 
more personal gift. 
Plus, it supports a local 
business.

RESTAURANTS
Most local restaurants 

also offer gift cards, and 
a free lunch is a great 
gift. Aim high on this 
one; pick out a place 
you think they’ll like, 
and let them indulge 
with a nice meal as a gift 
from you. Be it a highly-
rated local restaurant 
or a beloved hole in the 

wall that has the best 
burgers in town, get cre-
ative and choose some-
thing that complements 
their taste.

COFFEE SHOPS, 
BAKERIES

If you want to offer 
a bit more of a snack, 
pick up a gift certificate 
to a local coffee shop/
bakery. A $20-30 gift 
card can stretch a good 
distance there. Think 
of a place that might 
be on their com-
mute so they’ll have a 
chance to use it.

The gift of gift cards
SPD’s Toys for Kids

Sweetwater Police Department is 
taking applications for its Toys for 
Kids program. You can pick up appli-
cations at SPD between the hours 
of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Tuesday 
through Friday only. No applica-
tions will be taken on Mondays. The 
office is closed for lunch. All applica-
tions must be returned to SPD no 
later than Friday, Dec. 7. Ages birth 
through 13 years old qualify (some 
exceptions can be made).

Children residing inside the 
city of Sweetwater will be given 
first consideration, then the Police 
Department will assist all others as 
we can.

The following information must 
be provided to be considered: 

• Parent or legal guardian 
name(s); 

• Physical address, where child 
lives full time (must bring in utility 
bill for proof of residency); 

• A working contact phone num-
ber (no text only or phones without 
a voicemail set up, so the depart-

ment can make appointments for 
toy pickup); 

• Name, age, and gender of 
all children living in the house-
hold, who meet the criteria above, 
along with a copy of their birth 
certificate(s) or social security 
cards).

Toys 4 Tellico
The Tellico Plains Police 

Department will begin taking 
applications for its Toys 4 Tellico 
program on Nov. 26. Applications 
will be accepted through Dec. 14. 
Applications can be picked up at 
Tellico Plains City Hall Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Toys 4 Tellico is available for fam-
ilies who live in the Tellico area and 
haven’t applied for help/Christmas 
donations from other agencies in 
Monroe County or surrounding 
counties. 

The Police Department is also 
accepting donations of new, 
unwrapped toys or monetary dona-
tions for the program. 



Discounts 
on Black 

Friday and 
Small Town 
Christmas 
Saturday

facebook.com/DogwoodLaneBoutique

107 E. Morris St. • Sweetwater, TN • 423-536-7046

• Clothing • Gifts
 • Accessories
• Home Decor
• Baby • More

106 Main Street • Madisonville, TN
(Across from Donna’s Old Town Cafe and The Buzz)

423-404-3297
Kelly Brackett, Owner

Open Tuesday thru Saturday

Main Street
BOUTIQUEGreat Gift 

Ideas!

From The Advocate & Democrat

The Cherokee Women’s 
Club continues to be the 
guiding force behind the 
annual Candlelight Walk in 
downtown Tellico Plains, 
scheduled for Saturday, 
Dec. 1, from 4 to 9 p.m.

The Candlelight Walk is 
a free event to the public 

and features family fun, 
caroling and open houses 
in the shops in downtown. 
Candles will illuminate 
the windows of the shops, 
leading the way to a vari-
ety of holiday activities, 
including horse-drawn 
wagon rides, a live Nativity 
scene, entertainment at the 
gazebo, food, vendors, vis-

its and photographs with 
Santa and the Grinch, a 
silent auction and a cookie 
caper.

In 2015, the Town 
of Tellico Plains start-
ing bringing a large, live 
Christmas tree into Town 
Square for the annual tree 
lighting tradition.

This year, the town held 

It’s beginning to look a lot
like Christmas

Candlelight Walk in Tellico  
Saturday, Dec. 1, 4-9 p.m.

a Christmas Tree Contest 
to find the “perfect tree.” 
People were asked to send 
in photos or videos of all 
four sides of their 25 to 
35-feet-high evergreen trees 
by Nov. 4. The lucky winner 
will receive $100. 

The winner’s tree will be 
cut down, moved to Town 
Square and decorated for 
the holiday season.

At around 5:30 p.m. dur-
ing the Candlelight Walk, 
Mayor Patrick Hawkins will 
lead the tree lighting cer-
emony of the winning ever-

green, signifying the official 
start to the holiday season. 
The live tree provides the 
perfect photograph oppor-
tunity for both residents 
and visitors to Tellico Plains.

Proceeds from the 
Candlelight Walk go back 
into the community for 
scholarships, purchasing 
school supplies for schools, 
town beautification, library 
support, food pantry assis-
tance, poetry and essay 
contests and more.

For more information, 
call 423-519-2267.

  Are you giving cash or 
gift cards? 

1. Flatten toilet paper 
roll, flat like a pancake. 

2. Fold one side in 
towards the center 

(it should form a half 
moon shaped crease). 

Make the crease nice and sharp by smoothly 
running your nail along it. Repeat on the other 

end. 
2. Place gift inside and 

crimp ends. 
3. Decorate with ribbons, 
paint, gift wrap however 

you prefer. 

Also good for: makeup and 
other small items.
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412 S. White Street • Athens, TN 37303 • 423-507-9736 • Fax 423-507-9738
www.aimmailcenters.com

INSIDE SAVE-A-LOT SHOPPING CENTER
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.; Sun. Closed

From The Advocate & Democrat

The Advocate & Democrat’s 
fifth printing of our pictorial 
History Books are now at our 
office and available for purchase.

“We have sold out of the first 
four printings and we ordered 
a new shipment just in time for 
Christmas,” General Manager 
and Editor Tommy Millsaps said.

The newspaper first published 
the book that celebrates its 150 

years covering Monroe County 
in 2017. The 130-page paper-
back book includes rare photos 
of some of the county’s biggest 
news stories.

With Monroe County celebrat-
ing its Bicentennial in 2019, the 
books are a great way to cel-
ebrate the county’s rich heritage 
and make great Christmas gifts.

“The book celebrates the 
newspaper’s history but because 
we cover Monroe County, the 

book serves as a pictorial history 
of some of the biggest events in 
the county’s history,” Millsaps 
said.

The books cost $20.
To purchase a book, 

please stop by The Advocate 
& Democrat office at 609 
Sweetwater-Vonore Road in 
Sweetwater or call 423-337-7101. 
We can also send books by mail 
(there is an extra $5 shipping and 
handling fee added per book).

Share the gift of history this 
Christmas with keepsake book

SHOP LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS  |  GIFTS WITH LOCAL FLAIR

CHECK OUT THE ART
If you look close enough, many 

towns have local art shops — or at 
least an artist or craft guild — that 
organizes things locally. Track down 
the nearest one and see what the cre-
ative minds in your community have 
to offer. From mixed media art to 
paintings, buying from local artists 
helps support their work, while also 
offering a gift that is one of a kind and 
truly unique to the area. Some can 
even do work on commission, if you’re 
looking for something extra personal.

THE SAME THING  
GOES FOR JEWELRY

With the rise of platforms such as 
Etsy and Pinterest, there are more 
small-town artists than ever just trying 
to make a living and offer up some-
thing unique. If you’re shopping for 
jewelry, check around for local jewelry 
makers, and you could find the per-
fect, quirky gift for your loved ones. If 
you’re looking for something with a 
local tie, too, this also could be your 
best bet.

DON’T FORGET THE TOYS
Locally made toys are a bit harder to 

pull off, but many local shops stock 
toys — and the offerings can be very 
different from what you’ll find in the 
toy aisle at a big box retailer. From toy 
train sets to vintage toys that have been 
around since the 1950s (but may not 
be in easy circulation these days), local 
shops often carry a much more diverse 
set of toy options. Take a risk and go for 
something old school this year.

I f you’re looking for something quintessential about your hometown or area, hitting a local shop 
is probably your best bet. The nearest big box retailer probably won’t be carrying jewelry from a 
local artist, or T-shirts for the local football team. Shopping local for the holiday opens up a whole 

new arena for gift-buying, outside the usual hustle and bustle of cookie-cutter catalog options.

A Chance to Get Quirky

© FOTOLIA

CHECK OUT THE 
ART

If you look 
close enough, 
many towns have 
art shops — or at 
least an artist or 
craft guild — that 
organizes things 
locally. Track down 
the nearest one 
and see what the 
creative minds in 
your community 
have to offer. From 
mixed media art to 
paintings, buying 
from local artists helps 
support their work, 
while also offering a 
gift that is one of a kind 
and unique. Some even 
do work on commis-
sion, if you’re looking 
for something extra 
personal.

THE SAME FOR 
JEWELRY

With the rise of 
platforms such as Etsy 
and Pinterest, there 
are more small-town 
artists than ever just 
trying to make a living 
and offer up some-

thing unique. If 
you’re shopping 
for jewelry, check 
around for local 
jewelry makers, 
and you could 
find the perfect, 
quirky gift for 
your loved ones. If 
you’re looking for 
something with a 
local tie, too, this 
also could be your 
best bet.

DON’T FORGET 
THE TOYS

Locally made toys 
are a bit harder to pull 
off, but many shops 
stock toys — and the 
offerings can be very 
different from what 
you’ll find in the toy 
aisle at a big box 
retailer. From toy train 

sets to vintage toys 
that have been around 
since the 1950s (but 
may not be in easy cir-
culation), local shops 
often carry a much 
more diverse set of 
options. Take a risk 
and go for something 
old school this year.

It’s beginning to look a lot
like Christmas

Nutter Butter 
Reindeer

What you’ll need:
• 1 bag cocoa candy melts
• 1 tablespoon solid 
vegetable shortening
• 24 Nutter Butter cookies
• 24 red M&M’s 
• 24 thin pretzel twists
• 48 white M&M’s
• 48 brown M&M’s Minis

Directions:
• Combine candy melts 
and shortening in a bowl. 
Microwave, stirring often, 
until smooth.
• Line 2 cookie sheets with 
wax paper. 
• Dip cookies into melted 
chocolate. Allow excess to 
drain off, tapping lightly. 
• Place cookies on paper.
• Add pretzel pieces as 
antlers and red M&M’s as 
noses, pressing into the 
wet chocolate to adhere. 
Add white M&M’s as eyes. 
Pipe dots of chocolate on 
white M&M’s and place 
brown M&M’s Minis on 
top. Refrigerate until set.



JESSICA KENT
The Advocate & Democrat

Everyone needs a little help sometimes, even 
the jolly man in the red suit. That’s where Santa’s 
Helper comes in.

“It’s a very rewarding program,” said Stacy 
McWilliams, coordinator of the project.

For more than 16 years, United Way of Monroe 
County has been coordinating Santa’s Helper to 
provide a complete Christmas for the underprivi-
leged children in the county. This year, Santa’s 
Helper will provide Christmas gifts for about 460 
children.

McWilliams said she believes no child should 
go without Christmas gifts.

“Think of how sad they would be if Santa 
doesn’t visit them,” she said. “Sometimes Santa 
needs a little help with making it to everyone. 
That is where we come in.”

“We try to provide a couple of outfits, a few 
toys. We want to make sure that no child goes 
without Christmas,” McWilliams continued. “The 
poverty level in Monroe County is so high. Even 
people who are working still live within poverty 
levels. They pay their bills and just don’t have any 
extra money.”

The program is open for children from birth to 
12th grade.

“We feel like it’s important to expand it to 
older ages too,” said McWilliams. “Junior high 
and high school can be a tough age. It’s hard to 
go back to school after Christmas when people 
are talking about what all they got for gifts and 
you have to say, ‘Nothing.’ We don’t want that for 
any child.”

Organizers carefully screen the applicants, 
beginning with sign ups for the program in 
October.

“I know that seems early, but it is the only 
way we can get everything done in time for 
Christmas,” said McWilliams.

A parent or legal guardian must come in to 
sign up and fill out the paperwork to participate, 
showing a picture ID for themselves, proof of 
residence (since the program is only for Monroe 
County residents), proof of income and either a 
birth certificate or a social security card for each 
child they are applying for.

“We then check with schools and other organi-
zations to make sure that we do not double serve 
anyone,” said McWilliams. “We want to be able to 
help as many children as possible.”

After completing the long application process, 
the angels are created and given out.

“We place angels with people who have asked 

to adopt angels,” said McWilliams. “We have 
some companies/businesses and organizations 
who ask to participate and they will take a group 
of angels to buy for.”

While numerous companies, businesses, 
churches and organizations get involved to pur-
chase gifts for angels, community assistance is 
needed to make sure every Christmas angel’s 
wishes are fulfilled.

“We have about 125 angels that we still need 
gifts for,” said McWilliams.

All Christmas donations are tax deductible.
As the gifts come back to United Way, volun-

teers come in and help the organization box up 
the items.

“We make sure clothing sizes match and box it 
up per family. If there are three kids in one fam-
ily, we put it all in one 
box and try to make 
sure the children get 
even amounts of gifts. 
Without the help of 
volunteers, we could 
not get everything 
done in such a short 
amount of time,” said 
McWilliams.

McWilliams said last year local 
organizations and churches, such 
as Sweetwater Kiwanis 
Club, the Rarity Bay 
Women’s Club and 
Kahite Neighborhood, 
Sweetwater United 
Methodist Church, 
St. Joseph the Worker 
Catholic Church and 
Notchey Creek Baptist 
Church, were instrumental 
in helping with the project, 
providing for the children.

“The Chamber of 
Commerce also had a tree 
up and many individuals 
took angels off the tree 
and bought for them,” 
added McWilliams. 
“Our local celebrity 
EmiSunshine also was 
kind enough to buy for 
some children too. She 
held a concert to raise 
money for that purpose, 
which was just amazing.”

Y12 in Oak Ridge, while 
not local but has employ-

ees from Monroe County, steps up each year as 
well to help with the project.

“Each and everyone who helps in any way, 
thank you,” said McWilliams. “It certainly takes 
everyone pitching in.”

Community volunteers are also welcome to 
come help the United Way organize the gifts.

Once all the gifts are boxed up, United Way 
calls the parents to come pick up the boxes.

“We want parents to be able to put the gifts 
out themselves and the present be from Santa 
or however they choose to celebrate Christmas,” 
said McWilliams. “The kids don’t have to know 
where the gifts came from.”

United Way Director Caylen Matoy said the 
program is all about giving back.

“If we don’t do our part as a community, a lot 
of children will wake up on Dec. 25 and not 
have Christmas presents,” said Matoy. “We 
as adults know Christmas is not about 
gifts but that is a very exciting part of 

Christmas to children. This pro-
gram may actually be the only 
gifts a child will get all year. It’s 
a big deal, and it is important 
that we do our part.”

Organizers say the program 
exists solely because of the 
assistance from others.
“Many of our local com-

panies show up in a big way 
for our United Way program,” 
said Matoy. “Last year, Yamaha 

raised money for the program 
and also purchased toys and 

clothes for 20 kids. Carlex 
and BCI (Tennessee 
Packaging) bought new 

clothes and toys for 
25 children in Monroe 
County, Commercial 
Vehicle Group (CVG) 
bought for 30 kids 
and Jackie Jones Ford 
Lincoln Incorporated 

bought for 50 kids.”
“Without community participa-

tion, we couldn’t do this,” added 
McWilliams. “We couldn’t provide 
Christmas for these children without 
our community’s giving hearts.”

For more information about Santa’s 
Helper or to learn more about volunteer-
ing, visit the website at www.myunited 
waymonroecounty.org or call McWilliams 
at 423-337-7690.

Sometimes Santa needs a little help
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Heaven Bound  Bible Bookstore & Gifts
We are so blessed to have such  wonderful customers!  Thank you for all your support!

423-420-0750
817 Englewood Rd • Madisonville

Large Assortment of Unique Christmas Gifts!

SIC SWEETWATER INSTITUTE
OF COSMETOLOGY

What do you get someone
who has everything?

Give them A Day Of Beauty this year
for only $40!

Includes: • Gel Polish • Pedicure • 30 Minute Facial
• Shampoo, Cut & Style

www.sweetwaterinstituteofcosmetology.com
409 Sweetwater-Vonore Road • Sweetwater, TN • 423-351-0071

Full Service Salon, Manicures, Pedicures, Facials & Waxing

Next
Cosmetology Class
Starts January 7th

ALIGNMENTS BRAKES,
TIRES & MORE

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

BILLY AND SAMATHA MANIS, Owners

950 S. Tennessee Avenue
Etowah, Tennessee 37331

423.781.7592

1436 Decatur Pike
Athens

423-746-8810
athensmoviepalace.com

We Have

Gift Certificates
Available For All Your

Christmas Needs!
ATTENTION EMPLOYERS:

We also offer Employee Gift Packages



TOMMY MILLSAPS
The Advocate & Democrat

Historic downtown Sweetwater 
plays host to A Small Town Christmas 
every November on the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving. 

This year’s event is on Nov. 24 from 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m., which is also Small 
Business Saturday where shoppers are 
urged across American to shop small, 
local stores.

The annual Small Town Christmas 
event began 17 years ago and was the 
brainchild of the late Janice Johnson 
and other downtown merchants who 
wanted to draw more people to the 
town’s antique district, which had 
begun a Renaissance with new busi-
nesses and remodeling of historic 
buildings. This new event would serve 
as a springboard to many of the down-
town events held today throughout the 
year.

The second annual Christmas Critter 
Beauty Pageant will once again be a 
kickoff to A Small Town Christmas. 
Bring your furry friend dressed in their 
holiday best. The cost to enter this 
event is $10 and all proceeds benefit 
Sweetwater Main Street and Friends of 
the Library. 

Registration will begin at the band-
stand in the Duck Park at 4 p.m. and the 
pageant will begin at 4:30. 

Prizes will be given for the follow-

ing categories: Best in Show, Best 
Personality and Most Christmas Spirit.

This year’s Small Town Christmas 
will again have the Children’s Gift Shop 
at Peoples Bank. There will be enter-
tainment at the Gazebo and music 
by Dr. Hugh McCampbell and Marty 
McCampbell at Upstairs at the Mansion 
restaurant. A “Frozen” photo booth, 
hayrides and more will be held during 
one of Monroe County’s earliest and 
largest Christmas events.

A big celebration with a ‘Small Town’ feel
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312 N. White Street • Athens

423-745-1367

Come Shop Our Wide Selection
of Tools, Automotive Parts and

Heavy Duty Truck Parts.

Happy Holidays!
from

NAPA Auto Parts

2112 Railroad Avenue, Athens • 423-745-3491
athenswoodcrafters.com

All Wood Rustic Furniture
for every room.

Shop where you never pay retail again!

Furniture Outlet

...For All Your Floor Covering Needs

Madison 
Carpet OutletDoug & Cheryl Stephens Amy, Kaiden, Heath & 

Jaxon Kai Stephens

Tile

•Hardwood •Tile
•Vinyl •Laminate •Carpet

Hardwood

LVT
613 W. Madison Ave., Athens • 423-744-7693

•Latest Trends
& Colors

•Name Brands

•Professional
Installation

•Courteous Staff

Etowah Storage
1526 S. Tennessee Ave. Etowah, TN 37331

(423) 263-9800

E. Geraldine White
Apartment Rentals

2 LOCATIONS
Unit Sizes:

6x8’ to 10x30’

Manage your account with



Christmas Parades in Monroe County

Sweetwater Christmas Parade 
Nov. 30 at 7 p.m. 

The Sweetwater Kiwanis Club is proud to announce 
that they will once again jointly sponsor the annual 
Christmas Parade in Sweetwater. This will be the 37th 
annual Christmas Parade sponsored by the Sweetwater 
Kiwanis Club. This year’s Christmas Parade will be 
Friday, Nov. 30, and will start promptly at 7 p.m.

All floats must be lined up and ready to be judged 
by 5 p.m. All other participants will need to be ready to 
proceed by 6 p.m.

The parade route will leave from Mayes Avenue, 
traveling through downtown Sweetwater, and end at 
the Plaza 68 Shopping Center on Highway 68. Prizes for 
float entries are as follows: First place is $300, second 
place is $200 and third place is $100 in the four catego-
ries of churches, civic and fraternal groups, scouting 
and school groups, and commercial and governmental 
entities.

For safety reasons, all entrants are asked not to 
throw candy or other objects from floats or vehicles.

The Sweetwater Police Department has also request-
ed that no four-wheelers participate in the parade due 
to safety concerns.

Horse rides should meet at the Tobacco Warehouse. 
You must sign in with a Police Department representa-
tive to participate in the parade.

For more information, contact Harris Lovingood 
at 423-337-5088 or Charles Ridenour at 423-337-6123, 
or mail a letter to P.O. Box 444, Sweetwater, TN 37874, 
stating the type of entry, correct mailing address, tele-
phone number, and an email address for the spon-
soring group and the person in charge of the float or 
group entry.

Madisonville Christmas Parade 
Dec. 1 at 3 p.m. 

“Keep Christ in Christmas” is the theme of the 
annual Madisonville Kiwanis Christmas Parade, 
which will be held on Saturday, Dec. 1, at 3 p.m. 
The parade will form on Anderson Drive by the 
Monroe Farmers Co-Op and travel north on College 
Street past the Courthouse and then follow the 
route from last year.

The grand marshalls are WVLT (Channel 8) TV 
anchors Alan Williams and Casey Wheeless.

All floats are eligible to win a cash prize. Judged 
floats will be parked by the Co-Op, non-judged 
floats will be parked on Anderson Drive. Floats 
competing for prizes should be in place for judg-
ing by 1 p.m. Cash prizes will be awarded for first, 
second and third place and Judges’ Choice. All 
floats can be judged: churches, civic organizations, 
business, etc. An application to be judged must be 
submitted to City Hall by noon the Friday before 
the parade. There are no fees to participate in the 
judging or the parade.

Four-wheel vehicles are not allowed to partici-
pate in the parade and floats are asked not to throw 
candy for safety reasons. Candy may be pitched to 
spectators.

In the event of inclement weather, the Christmas 
Parade will be moved to the following Saturday, 
Dec. 8.

All funds derived from the parade will be donat-
ed to the local community by the Madisonville 
Kiwanis Club.

For information contact Parade Chairman Don 
Edmands Jr. at 423-884-3806.

Vonore Christmas Parade 
Dec. 1 at 5 p.m. 

The Town of Vonore will hold its Christmas Parade on 
Saturday, Dec. 1 beginning at 5 p.m. 

Lineup will be at Vonore Middle School at 4 p.m. with 
judging at 4:30 p.m. The parade will proceed through 
downtown and end at Vonore Baptist Church. Marshal 
Andy will be this year’s grand marshal. Vonore Public 
Library will be handing out books from their float. 

Food and craft vendors will be on site, and there will 
be live music on the grounds of the library. 

Immediately following the parade, there will be a tree 
lighting ceremony on the library grounds. 

Tellico Plains Christmas Parade 
Dec. 15 at 3 p.m. 

The Tellico Plains Kiwanis is proud to announce 
that they will once again sponsor the annual Christmas 
Parade in Tellico Plains. This year’s parade will be on 
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Christmas Parades in Monroe County

Saturday, Dec. 15 at 3 p.m. in the “Little Town with the 
Big Backyard” and will feature Smokey the Bear as the 
grand marshal.

“Each year the parade has gotten bigger and better 
with more participants, horses and spectators,” said 
Joyce McDaniel with the Tellico Plains Kiwanis. “We feel 
this year will be no exception. The parade is a tradition 
of Tellico Plains and excitement fills the air each year as 
the streets are filled with the spirit of Christmas.”

The parade route will start on Veterans Memorial 
Drive and travel through Town Square, taking a right 
on Babcock Street then a left on Cherohala Skyway, 
before taking a right onto Bank Street and ending at the 
Community Center.

Prizes for float entries are as follows: First place is 
$300, second place is $200 and third place is $100. The 
Charles Hall Award will also be given to the best deco-
rated horses with first place prize of $100 and second 
and third place honors.

In order to be judged, you must fill out an entry form 
and return it by Dec. 10. Entry forms are available at 
Tellico Plains City Hall, on the Tellico Plains Kiwanis 
Facebook page, or by contacting McDaniel by email at 
jamcdaniel@tds.net or by phone at 423-253-6530.

All judged entries must be lined up and ready to be 
judged at 1 p.m. Floats will line up on Veterans Memorial 
(Highway 360 side). Antique cars should go to Harrison 
Street to line up on Willowbrook, while tractors/wreckers 
will line up on Main Street (enter off Cherohala Skyway). 
Fire Chief Jamie Sisson will handle the line up of all fire 
and EMS vehicles on Cherohala Skyway. Horse riders 
should meet in the grass area on Main Street.

Festivities will kick off prior to the parade at 2 p.m. 
with the serving of coffee, hot chocolate, cider and cook-
ies at the Charles Hall Museum, the Farmer’s Market 
and the parking lot of Volunteer Federal Savings & Loan. 
Cookies & Claus will feature Santa Claus on the front 
porch of the Cherohala Skyway Visitor Center. Feel free 
to bring your phones and cameras for a photo opportu-
nity.

Tellico Plains Kiwanis thanks Volunteer Federal 
Savings & Loan and Tellicafe for their continued support, 
along with many other sponsors.

Parades in McMinn County
Niota Christmas Parade 

Dec. 1 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Niota’s annual Christmas Parade is scheduled for 

Saturday, Dec. 1 with events starting at 9 a.m. and 
running until 4 p.m. For more information, contact 
Niota City Hall at 423-568-2584.

Decatur Downtown Christmas 
Dec. 1 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The City of Decatur will host the Downtown 
Christmas in Decatur event on Saturday, Dec. 1. 
Vendors will be on hand from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., the 
Christmas pageant will happen at noon, Christmas 
music from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., and the Christmas parade 
at 3 p.m. For vendor or pageant information, contact 
423-716-8695 or e-mail meigstnchamber@gmail.
com. For parade information, contact 423-334-5716 or 
e-mail laurasmith@decaturtn.net or go to the Decatur 
Municipal Building. 

Jimmy Liner Memorial 
Christmas Parade 

Dec. 3 at 6:30 p.m. 
The annual Jimmy Liner Memorial Christmas 

Parade will take place in Downtown Athens on 
Monday, Dec. 3 at 6:30 p.m. The parade begins at 
Athens City Middle School on Keith Lane and trav-
els through downtown before winding back to the 
middle school. The parade is sponsored by the Athens 
Area Chamber of Commerce. For an application, visit 
the Athens Area Chamber of Commerce in the base-
ment of the McMinn County Courthouse or call 423-
745-0334 for more information. 

Etowah Christmas Parade 
Dec. 6 at 7 p.m.

The Etowah Christmas Parade will take place in 
Downtown Etowah starting at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
Dec. 6. For more information about this event, con-
tact the Etowah Area Chamber of Commerce at 423-
263-2228.

Englewood Christmas Parade 
Dec. 7 at 6:30 p.m.

Englewood’s Christmas Parade will take place 
on Friday, Dec. 7 starting at 6:30 p.m. in Downtown 
Englewood. For more information on the parade, 
contact the Community Action Group of Englewood 
(C.A.G.E.) at 423-887-5455.

Ten Mile’s Christmas Parade 
Dec. 14 at 6 p.m.

The annual Robert “Herb” Aikman Memorial 
Christmas Parade in Ten Mile is scheduled for Friday, 
Dec. 14 at 6 p.m. Lineup will take place at Uncle Gus’ 
Mountain Pit Bar-B-Que and the Aikman parking lot 
and will end at Ten Mile School with homemade soup 
and chili. For more information, contact Lynn King at 
423-507-4712.



(423) 337-6616
Highway 68 • Sweetwater • www.thelostsea.com

Main Gift Shop open year round &
additional stores can be seasonal.

Commercial Tours, 

Including Boat Rides 
Available Daily

Celebrating 50 Years of Adventure!

Winter Is Right
Around The Corner!

423-746-8995 Athens Area

423-479-6513 Cleveland Area

~ We Service & Install ~
Financing Available

Licensed Insured

The Giles Heating & Air 
Family

Service 
Call

Special
$65

Serving McMinn, Meigs, Monroe, Polk 
& Bradley Counties

Downtown Etowah

814 Tennessee 
Avenue

(423) 263-7888

“Our Gift Cards Make A Great Gift”

• Southern Tide
• Hart Schaffner Marx
• Peter Millar
• Vineyard Vines
• Enro Dress Shirts
• Keen
• Patagonia

• True-Grit
• Johnston & Murphy
• Florsheim
• Trask Premium Footwear
• Diba True Booties
• Rockport
• UGG Boots & Slippers

• Sperry
• Toms
• Born Boots
• Clarks
• OTBT
• Tribal Ladieswear
• Lucky Shoes & Booties

Stuff your
stockings with 
your family’s 

favorite brands 
this holiday 

season!

Fine Quality Clothing & Footwear Since 1938

Monday-Friday
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Saturday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sunday
1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
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203 E. Washington Avenue • Athens • (423) 507-8549

New Stock Arriving:
• Leashes • Collars

• Harnesses • Clothes

Book Your 

Grooming Today!

Appointments 

Going Quick!

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

Th
e D

aily Post-Athenian’sBEST
OF THE
BEST

The Daily Post-Athenian
www.dailypostathenian.com

O
fficial Reader’s Choice Awar

ds

Allergy 
Problems?

Get a

MicroTek 
Spa Package!

HOLIDAY HOURS
Thanksgiving: OPEN Nov 17, 11 am-4:30 pm

Nov. 19 & 20, 8 am-4:30 pm
Nov. 21, 8 am-1 pm

CLOSED: Nov 22, 23 & 24
Christmas: OPEN Dec 18-22

CLOSED: Dec 27-29

Full Line of
Pet Care Products

Emily’s Black Dog Bakery
Dog Treats Made Local
with Fresh Ingredients

Stop by and order yours today!

Sliger’s
Jewelers

• Jewelry • Watches
• Fine Gifts

•Jewelry & Watch Repair
•Engraving

“Your Christmas Gift Headquarters Since 1946”

Tuesday – Friday 9am-6pm; Saturday 9am-2pm
Open Mondays November 26 – December 24 

116 E. Washington Avenue, Downtown Athens

745-4774



Nov. 26
Madisonville Tree Lighting

Madisonville will hold its annual Tree 
Lighting on Monday, Nov. 26 at 6 p.m. 

Dec. 1
18th century Christmas

Celebrate an 18th century Christmas at 
Fort Loudoun State Historic Area in Vonore 
on Saturday, Dec. 1 from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
A Candlelight Tour of the fort at 6 p.m. will 
conclude the day. Re-enactors will help the 
fort come alive and rewind to yesteryears 
For more information, call 423-420-2331 or 
visit tnstateparks.com/parks/fort-loudoun 

Dec. 2
Main Street Tour of Homes

Main Street Tour of Homes will be held 
on Sunday, Dec. 2 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. in 

Athens. There are six homes featured and it 
is sponsored by Main Street of Athens and 
Food City.  Each location will have a “story 
to tell.” Tickets are $25 and are available 
at Greeks Bearing Gifts, Johnson’s Home 
Furnishings, and the McMinn County 
Living Heritage Museum. Food vendors will 
be at the Mayfield Barn. Proceeds support 
the project to revitalize Downtown Athens. 
For more information, email athensmain-
street@gmail.com or call 423-333-0329.          

Dec. 7
Christmas Candlelight Tribute

Sweetwater Memorial Park will hold its 
annual Christmas Candlelight Tribute on 
Friday, Dec. 7 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. LED 
candles will be placed on each grave of 
the families who have made a donation in 
memory of their loved ones. All contribu-
tions will be given to the Sweetwater Police 

Department’s Empty Stocking Fund and 
The Men & Women in the Blue. Santa Claus 
will be on hand and there will be light 
refreshments. Donations can be sent to: 
Sweetwater Memorial Park at P.O. Box 201, 
Sweetwater, TN 37874. For more informa-
tion, call 423-337-4170 or 423-337-7773.

Dec. 7-9
‘Christmas and All of That Jazz’

“Christmas and All of That Jazz” will be 
held on Friday, Dec. 7 and Saturday, Dec. 
8 at 7:30 p.m., and on Sunday, Dec. 9 at 2 
p.m. at The Arts Center in Athens. Directed 
by Jennifer Nunley, the evening features 
local musicians singing and playing their 
favorite Christmas tunes cabaret-style with 
an emphasis of fun, inspiration and holiday 
cheer. Light hors d’oeuvres, homemade 
desserts and a cash bar are available at 7 
p.m. (1:30 p.m. for the Sunday matinee). 

The Sunday matinee will feature the Athens 
Area Children’s Choir. This year’s “Jazzy” 
ensemble features Janet Martin, Josh 
Bragg, Matthew Crabtree, Tyler Peaden, 
Tristen Rowland, Chris Livingston, Jennifer 
Kinard Blevins, Brittany Duggan and Abriel 
Hardaway. Dropping in for performances 
are Liz Schreck, Maya Trippe, Lindsey and 
Andrew Kimball, Dianne’s Garage Band, 
Cynthia McCowan and more. Advance res-
ervations are required. Tickets are $20 and 
can be purchased at athensartcouncil.org, 
by phone at 423-745-8781, or at The Arts 
Center, located at 320 North White Street.        

Dec. 8-9
‘Cinderella’ at Hiwassee

Armfield Dance Academy will pres-
ent “Cinderella” at Hiwassee College on 
Saturday, Dec. 8 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, 
Dec. 9 at 2:30 p.m. 

More holiday events in 
Monroe and McMinn 

Counties

Breakfast Bake
What you’ll need:
• 1 pound of breakfast sausage
• 1 tube of refrigerated biscuits 
• 2 cups of shredded cheddar cheese
• 1 small can of diced green chiles 
• 6 eggs 

• Salt and pepper to season 
• 1/4 cup of milk
Directions:
• Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.
• Add the sausage to a medium skil-
let on medium high heat. Cook until 
no longer pink in the middle.
• While cooking the sausage, cut 

each biscuit into eight pieces and 
place in the bottom of a 9x13 bak-
ing dish sprayed with cooking spray. 
Add the sausage to the pan, on top 
of the uncooked biscuits. Sprinkle 
cheese on top of that, along with 
green chiles. 
• In a separate bowl, whisk together 

the egg, salt and pepper and milk. 
Pour the egg mixture over everything 
in the baking dish. 
• Place in the oven for 30 minutes or 
until a knife comes out clean in the 
middle of the dish. The cheese might 
make it seem like it’s uncooked egg, 
but it’s just cheesy goodness.
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JESSICA KENT
The Advocate & Democrat

Monroe Area Council for the Arts 
(MACA) will bring “Christmas Magic” to 
Monroe County this December. 

MACA’s second annual Christmas 
Magic event will be held on Saturday, 
Dec. 15 in Hiwassee College’s Performing 
Arts Center in Madisonville. Admission 
to Christmas Magic is $5 all day. Children 
ages 5 and under will be admitted for free. 
Proceeds will go to support community 
theater in Monroe County. 

“I would like to start a community the-
atre here through MACA,” said organizer 
Shanie Marshall, who also serves as the 
Performing Arts chair for MACA and runs 
her own dance studio. “We have had a 
lot of interest and this is a fundraiser to 
help us get that started. We’d love to be 
able to fill this gap in our community. 
The children who participate in Missoula 
Children’s Theatre every year love it so 
much, but they have to wait a full year for 
it to roll around again. Having something 
local for our kids who are interested in 
theatre would be great.” 

Marshall said she joined the MACA 
Board last year, seeing a big need for local 
artists to be able to showcase their talent. 

“We have so many talented artists 
here,” she said. “They just need a venue, 
a place to perform and show off their tal-
ents. My focus is on our local talent—the 
local people—and getting them a venue, 
sharing their art and raising them up.” 

Last year’s Christmas Magic was just 
a concert, but Marshall said all along she 
had a vision of the event being something 
all day for families to enjoy. 

“I’d like to expand it even more,” said 
Marshall. “We’d love for it to become a 
Monroe County Christmas tradition.” 

A Christmas Magic Pageant will kick off 
the event at 10 a.m., with a Gingerbread 
Village display and contest open for view-
ing from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. that day. A bake 
sale will begin at 11:30 a.m. Photos with 
Santa will be available from noon to 2 
p.m. for a small cost. 

Children can enjoy a variety of crafts 

for a small fee from 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Crafts will include cookie decorating, 
ornament making and face painting.

An ugly sweater contest will be held at 
1 p.m. on the stage. 

“People can pay $5 to enter, but they 
can win $50,” said Marshall. 

There will also be a silent auction. 
Inside the Performing Arts Center, enter-

tainment will take the stage from 1 p.m. to 
7 p.m. Entertainment will include: Hugh 
McCampbell, Nicholas Woolard, Sarah 
Williams and Eddie Ridenour, Ryder Neeley, 
Armfield Dance Academy, Born 2 Danz, 
Ms. Lisa’s Dance Academy, The Ellis Family, 
God’s Humble, a live nativity, and more. 

Marshall said when people pay the $5 
admission to get in, they will be stamped 
and can leave and come back if needed. 

“Donations are also welcome,” she 
said. “My hope is to provide a wonderful 
family Christmas experience, and in doing 
so, having a place for our local talent to be 
able to perform and raising money for a 
community theatre program.”

Christmas Magic Pageant
The Christmas Magic Pageant is a natural 

pageant for girls and boys ages infant to 18 
years old. A single entry fee is $35. Additional 
entries are $15 each. 

Age divisions will be determined based on 
the number of applications received. Each 
age division will have one winner crowned 
judged on beauty and poise. Boys will win a 
scepter. Sashes will be awarded for best eyes, 
best hair and best smile.

Contestants can also enter Academic, 
Photogenic and Cover Girl/Boy categories. 

Academic entries are for ages 9 and up at 
an entry fee of $15. Contestants will be asked 
to submit their latest report card as part of 
the contest. Academic winners will receive a 
sash and trophy. 

Photogenic entries are an additional $15 
and contestants will be asked to submit an 
8x10 photo. Photogenic winners will receive a 
sash and a trophy. 

To enter the Cover Girl/Boy contest, con-
testants are asked to sell ads for the program. 
The contestant who sells the most in ads will 
receive the highly coveted trophy and a sash. 

“It will be the biggest trophy we give out 
that day,” said Marshall. 

The pageant rules are as follows:
• This is a natural pageant, where natural 

beauty is celebrated. Children ages infant to 
3 years old should wear no makeup. Children 
(girls) ages 4-6 can wear lip gloss. Ages 7-8 
can wear lip gloss and mascara. Ages 9 and 
up can wear light to age appropriate makeup. 

• Hair can be done professionally or not. No 
hair extensions Fingernails can be kept natural, 
but clean, or have light polish on them. Fake 
nails are unnecessary for ages 12 and under, 
but are optional for older contestants. 

• Dressing appropriately is important. The 
fit of the dress or suit will be a factor in the 
judges’ score. Dresses can be from church 
style to formal. Keep modesty in mind. No 
exposed midriffs, mini skirts or cleavage. 

• Boys entering the pageant will be judged 
for their more masculine/boy good looks and 
confidence on stage. 

• Applicants should live in the Monroe 
area, but can live as far as 50 miles away. 

• To be sure to get in the printed program, 
have your application and fees in no later 
than Dec. 6. Applicants will be accepted as 
late as Dec. 14, but those submitted on or 
before Dec. 6 will be named in the program. 

• There will be a parent and contestant 
meeting the night before the pageant at 
7 p.m. The meeting will consist of a walk 
through practice. 

• Pageant check in time is 9 a.m. to 9:30 
a.m. on the morning of the pageant. The pag-
eant will begin at 10 a.m. All contestants will 
receive one free pass for a family member. 

Gingerbread Village exhibit
The Gingerbread Village exhibit is a 

unique village featuring gingerbread cre-
ations that have been deliciously construct-
ed and decorated by the community. The 
theme is “Christmas Nativity,” which can be 

used as inspiration in your creations or you 
may choose a different theme of your own. 
Community members are invited to enter 
the contest for free. The deadline to turn in 
an entry form is Nov. 30. 

Houses will be judged in four categories: 
Large with a 24x24 base, medium with a 
18x18 base, small with a 12x12 base or mini 
with a 10x10 base. Be sure to leave a 3x3 
square on the right, front corner of your 
base for an identifying label to be placed. 

The guidelines for entries are as follows:
• Structures may be gingerbread houses, 

castles, trains or other creations.
• House(s) must be full structure, con-

structed on a firm base of plywood or other 
solid material to stabilize the house for 
delivery. Construction of the house should 
be as secure as possible. 

• House(s) should be made of non-per-
ishable gingerbread, cookies and/or other 
cracker-type materials with icing, candy 
pretzels and other food items appropriate 
to creative gingerbread houses.

• Glue should not be used as a material. 
Royal icing is recommended for strength 
and durability. Regular icing is not stable 
and may spoil and/or cause the house 
to fall apart. Egg whites work better than 
meringue powder in the royal icing. 

• Base must be covered with foil and fully 
decorated with icing or other food items that 
are appropriate to the scenery around the 
house. Hazardous materials are forbidden.

Entries should be brought to Hiwassee 
College’s Performing Arts Center after 1 
p.m. on Dec. 14, the night before the event. 

Entry forms for both the pageant and 
gingerbread contest are available online 
at www.monroearts.com, by emailing 
maca491@gmail.com, or by stopping by the 
MACA office in Madisonville during busi-
ness hours. Pageant entry forms are also 
available at Ingles in Madisonville. 

Some ‘Christmas Magic’



Gatherings with friends and fam-
ily are a big part of the holiday season. 
Thus an abundance of get-togethers 
comes in December, when office par-
ties, dinners with family and festivities 
with friends have a way of dominating 
the last five weeks of the year.

All of those gatherings translate into 
a lot of holiday hosting, and hosts can 
easily feel overwhelmed as they try to 
juggle hosting duties with everything 
else that comes along during the holi-
day season. 

Take away from the stress by throw-
ing an Ugly Christmas Sweater Party. 
Ugly Christmas Sweater parties allow us 
to remove ourselves from protocols for 
a day—when the ridiculous becomes 
cool and everyone gets to participate. 
‘Tis the season to rock ugly sweaters.

Follow these tips to throw a success-
ful Ugly Sweater Party that is cost effec-
tive:

Send invitations
With social media, invitations can be 

as easy as the click of the mouse. But if 
you want to send out actual invitations, 
make them fun and exciting. Encourage 
attendees to dress the part with their 
craziest Christmas hats, scarves, mit-
tens, socks, pants, as well as their ugliest 
Christmas sweater. Don’t forget acces-
sories; lighted pins, antlers, Santa hats, 
and more can make it much more fun. 

Decorate
Just get crazy. The more outrageous 

the better. Your friends will love it. 
Clark Griswold would be proud.

Make it a potluck
Select a potluck style that will 

work best for the party. For example, 
ask guests to bring their favorite dish 
or an appetizer only for finger foods. 

Play games
Have a “No Talent Christmas Karaoke” 

show and encourage people to do their 
best (or worst) renditions of holiday 
tunes. Set up a scavenger hunt with 
teams and hit the streets in your ugly 
sweaters. Set up a photo booth and pro-
vide disposable cameras for guest to cap-
ture the fun. The possibilities are endless.

Give awards
Prepare ballots and allow guests to 

vote for various categories, such as All-
Around Ugliest Sweater, Most Original, 
Best-Matched Couple, Most Outrageous, 
Most Likely to Get Arrested if Seen in 
Public, Jolliest and Most Festive.

Gift exchanging fun
Don’t want guests to feel obligated to 

buy a ton of gifts? Turn the gift exchange 
into a game so everyone goes home 

with a gift. One possible option is to play 
Dirty Santa/White Elephant. Set a price 
limit and ask each guest to bring a gift. 
Count the number of guests/gifts and 
draw numbers. Whoever gets number 
one gets to pick a gift first, opening it in 
front of everyone. Whoever has number 
two follows suit. Here’s the catch: Gifts 
can be stolen. For example, if number 
three likes number one’s gift, they can 
steal the gift and force number one to 
open another gift in their place. Gifts can 
be stolen more than once and guests will 
have fun trying to get the gift they’d like to 
keep most. In the end, whoever drew out 
the number one, can “steal” any gift they 
want. It’s all the luck of the draw!

Another option is to prepare criteria 
and have everyone draw out one. As an 
example, someone could be asked to 
exchange gifts with the person who has 
the longest hair or the tallest person in 
the room. After everyone goes through 
the exchanging of gifts, have a race to see 
how quickly gifts can be unwrapped.

‘tis the season

TO ROCK UGLY SWEATERS
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Sue McQuain   •   Richard Cox

Web: kitchenshoponline.com
Phone: 423-462-4232

Facebook: The Kitchen Shop Online

ATHENS
2112 Railroad

Avenue
Athens, TN 37303
9-6 M-F • 9-4 Sat

SEVIERVILLE
Great Smoky Mountain

Flea Market
Exit 407 off I-40

Fri.-Sat.-Sun.

SWEETWATER
Sweetwater
Flea Market

Exit 60 off I-75
Sat. & Sun.

Gadgets to Make
Cooking Fun

• Rada Knives • Spices
• Flavorings • Kitchen Utensils 
• Burner Covers • Bakeware

• Baking Tools

Highway 30
Etowah

(423) 263-8899

4215 Hwy. 411 N
Madisonville

(423) 545-9501

4 Green Street
Athens

(423) 507-1268

www.easttennesseeautooutlet.com

Celebrating 20 Years
1998 - 2018

Our Success Is Driven By
Good Old-Fashioned Value

& Service!

Over $3,500,000
and over 200 vehicles!

The largest selection
of pre-owned in the area!

Best of the Best

#1 For
16 Years!

3970 Highway 411
Madisonville, TN

423-442-4228

We are thankful 
for all of our 
customers!

We wish you 
a very
Merry

Christmas 
and a blessed 
Happy New 

Year!



For the fifth year in a row, The 
Advocate & Democrat will host 
Cookies with Santa on Tuesday, Dec. 
11 from 3-7 p.m. at the newspaper’s 
office at 609 Sweetwater-Vonore Road 
in Sweetwater.

There is no charge to visit with 
Santa and his friends, enjoy the treats 
or to have a picture taken.

“We are so excited to once again 
have Santa Claus and all the children 
at our office,” General Manager and 
Editor Tommy Millsaps said. “We had 
a great response last year, and it was 
a tremendous amount of fun for our 
staff. We expect it to be even bigger 
this year.”

Cookies with Santa usually attracts 
more than 100 children.

Once Santa is ready for them, 

the children will enter a special area 
where Santa will meet with them 
one-on-one, listen to their Christmas 
wishes and take pictures with them.

There will also be light refresh-
ments, including, of course, cookies!

If you do not have a camera or 
would like a high-quality image 
of your children with Santa, The 
Advocate & Democrat will take photos 
for you and can email them to you.

For more information about the 
Cookies with Santa event, call The 
Advocate & Democrat office at 423-
337-7101.

Cookies with Santa
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Spice Up The
Holidays!

Always Fresh Authentic Ingredients!

Daily Specials!

Happy Hour: 3:00-6:00 p.m.

2547 Decatur Pike, Athens
746-1514

112 N. White Street, Athens
745-9978

765 New Hwy. 68, Sweetwater
337-3585

4027 Hwy. 411, Madisonville
442-2544 • Gift Cards • Party Room • Catering

Philadelphia, Tennessee

For more information call 877-862-4332
www.sweetwatervalley.com

Gift Baskets
for the holidays.......

Beautiful custom 
creations perfect for 
friends, family, clients 
and coworkers.

Call, stop in or visit 

us online to place 

your order today!

1448 Decatur Pike • Belk Plaza • 745-8044 • 745-9833

AMBASSADOR 
SALON

Gift 
Certificates 
Available

Left to right: Tryston Nolan, Laura Beth Herron 
and Rhonda Price.

Hair Care 
For The 
Entire 
Family

• Cut • Style • Waxing
• Weaves • Color • Perms

Walk-Ins Welcome

Rhonda Price, Owner



Weekends & Vacations
Start Here!

623 N. Tennessee Ave. • Etowah 
423-781-7142

2624 Decatur Pike • Athens
423-252-0001

Locally Owned & Operated

BEER & WINE
Spirits

Great Service
Great Prices

Great Selection

Bring in this coupon and receive

10% Off*
 Any One Item

*Coupon not good with any other offers or discounts. Coupon expires December 31, 2018

Great
Service

Great Prices
Great

Selection

Start Earning 
Points

When You 
Activate Your
Loyalty Card!
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