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Celebrating 50 Years of Adventure!Celebrating 50 Years of Adventure!

The Super Saturday Adventure            

is offered every Saturday at 1:00pm

For more info call 423-337-6616 

or visit our website

(423) 337-6616(423) 337-6616
Highwa� 68 • Sweetwater • www.thelos tse�.co�

Main Gift Shop open year round & additional stores can be seasonal.

Commercial Tours, Including Boat Rides Available Daily for the Less Adventurous

From Prayer Mountain to Ten Commandants 
Mountain and the All-Nations Cross;

God’s word unfolds through marble and stone.
Visit the Gift Shop & Cafe, Picnic Areas, Nature Trails, & Fish Pond.

Gift Shop open Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., Sun. 12-4 p.m.
Park Open all year long • Dawn til Dusk • Admission and Parking Free

Burger Mountain Café
Grill Open Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sat. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun. 12-3 p.m.

Park is maintained by visitor donations

10000 Hwy 294, Murphy NC 28906 828-494-7855
Visit our facebook page:

fields of the wood/burger mountain café 

Biblical Theme Park

Be Inspired!

68
Wine And Spirits

Bryan’s

660 New Highway 68
Sweetwater, TN
423-337-3050

Monday-Thursday  9am-9pm
Friday-Saturday  9am-10pm

1 1/2 Miles East of I-75 • Near Jacky Jones Ford
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   East Tennessee is considered among the 
most scenic places on Earth. With the beau-
tiful mountains, forests, winding streams, 
roaring rivers and peaceful lakes, summer is 
a particularly popular time to visit the area.
   But there is so much more to what we call 
Tennessee Mountain Traveler Country.
Our small towns offer relaxed shopping, 
friendly residents and unique attractions you 
won’t find anywhere else.
   Where else can you tour the largest under-
ground lake in America and afterwards be 
on one of the most beautiful Scenic Byways 
within minutes?
   The Advocate & Democrat publishes the 
Tennessee Mountain Traveler three times a 

year and distributes almost 15,000 copies 
each spring, summer and fall throughout 
East Tennessee and Western North Carolina. 
The magazine has become a must-have 
guide for travelers and an important adver-
tising venue for the tourist attractions and 
businesses in the region.
  We hope this publication will enhance your 
visit here and introduce you to some new 
places to see.
On the cover: Local photographer Jerry 
Denham captured this serene summer 
scene of the Tellico River. Denham is a noted 
photographer whose pictures are frequently 
used in The Advocate & Democrat newspa-
per and our other publications.
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50 years of sailing the

July 17-19, July 25-26
The Scopes Festival

The Scopes Festival in Dayton (Rhea 
County) will celebrate two special anniver-
saries this summer – the 90th anniversary  
of the Scopes Trial and the 50th Anniversary 
of the Cumberland County Playhouse, 
producer of the trial reenactment. Festival 
dates are July 17-19 at the Rhea County 
Courthouse in Dayton, with additional 
performances of the trial reenactment on 
July 25 and 26. Visit the festival website, 
www.scopesfestival.com, for tickets to the 
production of “Front Page News” and a full 
schedule of festival events.

July 23
Farm-to-Table Dinner

Sweetwater Main Street will present its 
annual Farm-to-Table Dinner. The Farm-
to-Table Dinner is a fundraiser for the 
Sweetwater Main Street program. This ele-
gant event will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. on 
July 23 in the courtyard between Hunter’s 
Café and Dogwood Lane Boutique. Tickets 
are $65 per person and can be purchased 
at Hunter’s Café, Sweetwater Flower Shop, 
The Lily Pad Boutique and Sweetwater City 
Hall.  The dress should be comfortable out-
door clothing. For information, contact Jane 
McGuire at jmcguire@sweetwatertn.net or 
423-337-5976.

Through July 31
Parade of Flags

The annual Ken White Memorial 
Parade of Flags runs through July 31 in 
Madisonville. This event memorializes 
Americans, either in the military or any citi-
zen, by flying an American Flag for six weeks 
during the summer. The flags are flown on 
the yards of the historic Courthouse and 
Madisonville City Hall. See more on page 6.

July 31-Aug. 2
Tellico Wild

Several activities in the Cherokee 
National Forest are being planned for Tellico 
Wild on the weekend of July 31-Aug. 2. 
Activities include hiking, full moon back-

packing and different programs through-
out the day. More details coming. For 
more information, email Laura Hodge at 
laurahodge@tnwild.org.

Aug. 1
Color Me Purple

The annual Color Me Purple 5K/1-
Mile will be held on at 9 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 1 in Sweetwater. Purple powder 
paints will be thrown at the runners as 
they run/walk along the path. Money 
raised from the event will go to the 
American Cancer Society through 
Monroe County’s Relay for Life. See more 
on page 8.

Aug. 2
Sequoyah Remembrance Day
Free Admission Day at Sequoyah 

Birthplace Museum will be on Aug. 2 
from noon until 5 p.m. Come celebrate 
Sequoyah, who created the Cherokee 
language. There will be artisans on 
hand to demonstrate their craft and the 
Blacksmith Shop will be open.

Aug. 4
National Night Out

National Night Out, a police-com-
munity relations event in Sweetwater, 
takes place on Aug. 4 at the Sweetwater 
Recreation Park on Starrett Street from 
6 to 9 p.m. This year, a special new 
event called Bubble Soccer, at NNO 
will bring new excitement. See more 
on pages 12-13.

Aug. 8-9
Garrison Weekend at Fort 

Loudoun State Historic Area
Learn about the life at the fort dur-

ing the French and Indian War during 
Garrison Weekend at Fort Loudoun 
State Historic Area on Highway 360 in 
Vonore. Staff and volunteers will dem-
onstrate musket and artillery drills, 
blacksmithing, 18th Century medicine, 
cooking and woodworking.

Sept. 6
Boomsday

Boomsday returns to the Tennessee 
River for another year of thrilling effects 
and thunderous sounds of celebration. This 
year’s event will take place on Sunday, Sept. 
6, along Neyland Drive at Volunteer Landing 
in Knoxville. Viewing on Neyland Drive is 
free. Fireworks state at 9 p.m. 

Sept. 11-20
Tennessee Valley Fair

The annual Tennessee Valley Fair is 
one of the state’s largest multi-day events. 
Known for its innovative exhibits, livestock 
shows, concert series, action sports, rides 
and a variety of unique foods, the event 
offers tremendous family entertainment. 
For more information, visit www.tnvalley-
fair.org.

Sept. 12
Miss Muscadine Pageant

All registered high school students are 
eligible to sign up.  The deadline to register 
is Aug. 28. The pageant will take place on 
Sept. 12 at Sweetwater Elementary School. 
For more information, visit www.national-
muscadinefestival.com/miss_muscadine.
html.

Sept. 12-13
Cherokee Fall Festival

The annual Cherokee Fall Festival at 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum in Vonore 
will be held on Sept. 12-13. There will be 
Cherokee dancing, music, storytelling, arti-
sans, a Civil War Battle and more. Admission 
is $5 per person. Children ages 12 and 
under are free.  See more on page 16.

Sept. 26-27
National Muscadine Festival
Held in Downtown Sweetwater and at 

Tsali Notch Vineyard on Sept. 26-27, this 
will be the fifth annual celebration. You 
can expect to find great food,family fun, 
live music, and more. For more informa-
tion, visit www.nationalmuscadinefesti-
val.com/. See more on page 18.

Upcoming events 
in and near 

Monroe County
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50 years of sailing the

BRADLEY’S PIT 
BAR-B-QUE & GRILL

517 N. Hwy 68 • Sweetwater • 423-351-7190
http://www.facebook.com/BradleysPitBBQ

WE’RE CELEBRATING 10 YEARS!

Call us for your CATERING needs!

Authentic Pit BBQ • Pulled Pork • Smoked Ribs 
Smoked Chicken • Steaks • Smoked Turkey
Family Atmosphere • Home Town Service

109 E. Morris Street • Sweetwater, TN
SPRING HOURS

Monday & Tuesday  11:00am- 4pm
Wednesday - Saturday  10am-4pm

Closed Sunday

GALLERY ON MAINGALLERY ON MAIN

we have classes in acrylics, oils, pastels,
colored pencil & graphite, drawing,

photography, mosaics and jewelry making. 

Call to schedule your 
next art class!

423-337-7400

Sylvia Stark has worked in the art field for 
more than 40 years. She started as a 
graphic artist and then progressed to 
stained glass. Several of her stained glass 
pieces are displayed world wide. She turned 
to painting about 3 years ago and has 
produced many lovely paintings. Come see 
her stained glass pieces and her paintings 
at Sweetwater’s Gallery on Main.

It is known as The Lost Sea 
Adventure, but thousands of 
people sure found it June 19 
when the attraction formally 
celebrated its 50th Anniversary.

The Lost Sea opened as a pub-
lic attraction in 1965. More than 
150,000 people visit The Lost Sea 
each year to see America’s largest 
underground lake.

The 50-year celebration was 
a rousing success. The Lost Sea 
offered free admission from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in addition 
to a ceremony, which saw the 
state’s top tourism official, Kevin 
Triplett, speak along with local 
dignitaries. Cars were backed 
out onto New Highway 68 with 
a line of people the length of 
several football fields waiting to 
get in to take the free tour.

The Lost Sea is open every 
day except Christmas. In addi-
tion to touring the cave, there 
is a gift shop, general store, a 
restaurant and more.

The Lost Sea is located 
outside of Sweetwater on 
New Highway 68. For more 
information, call 423-337-
6616 or visit thelostsea.com. 
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Parade of Flags
The annual Ken White 

Memorial Parade of Flags runs 
June 11-July 31 and is one of 
the most anticipated events in 
Monroe County each summer.

Madisonville, located in the 
center of Monroe County, is 
the county seat and is easily 
accessible by Highway 68 and 

Highway 411. Madisonville 
comes alive with red, white 
and blue during this anticipated 
celebration. 

This event memorializes 
Americans, either in the mili-
tary or any citizen, by flying an 
American flag during the week 
of July 4 in their honor and for 

six weeks during the summer. 
The flags are flown on the 

yard of the historic Courthouse, 
J.P. Kennedy Annex Building 
and Madisonville City Hall. 
Each flag and pole, along with 
an identifying name plaque, is 
available for purchase from the 
Downtown Association. 

For information, call Linda 
Hensley at 295-4151 or  City 
Hall at 442-9416 and ask for 
Parade of Flags information. 

The event is a coopera-
tive effort of the Downtown 
Madisonville Association, 
Monroe County and the City of 
Madisonville. 
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Hwy. 411 
Madisonville
442-2128

2nd SATURDAY
of the month

APRIL-OCTOBER

For 51
fabulous 
years!

Celebrating      Years!51

®

®

THANK 
YOU!!!!!

Come to Our Old Fashioned Cruise-In

Full Auto Body Repair, Shop & 
Restoration, Paintless Dent Repairs

Semi, Truck, Boats, Cars & RV’s

Large 
 or small, 
     we do it all!

Body Shop 
Hours:

Monday-Friday 
8am-5pm

Saturday   9am-12pm

L

t ll!

ts, Cars & RV’s’s

Located 1.6 miles off I-75

660-B New Hwy 68
Sweetwater, TN 37874

423-351-7777
Fax: 423-351-7800

DJ Ayers 
Owner 

24 Hour Towing Available
Mention This Ad & Save 10% 

Certifi ed Insurance 
Repair Facility

Therapy
Physical

665 New Hwy 68, Suite F • Sweetwater, TN 

423-536-7036

520 Cook Street, Suite D • Madisonville, TN

423-442-1440

Physical, Aquatic & Speech Therapies

TASTING ROOM HOURS
WEDNESDAYS-SUNDAYS | NOON-5PM

U-P��� �� S�������� ��� O������!

140 Harrison Road – Madisonville, TN 37354
PRIVATE TOURS AND OTHER HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

O�� ����� ���� ���� ���������� ���� ����
��� ������ ������ �� ��� “W���� �� ��� S����”
��� ��� “S�� F�������� C�������� W��� C������”!  

We also off er juices, jellies 
and other artisan merchandise.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
WWW.TSALINOTCH.COM

M�������� F������� ���� ������� ��
S�������� - 26�� & 27��

We Host 
Weddings, Receptions, 

Reunions & 
Other Events!

423.506.9895

TSALI NOTCH IS TENNESSEE’S LARGEST 
MUSCADINE VINEYARD, LOCATED BETWEEN 

SWEETWATER AND MADISONVILLE

Parade of Flags
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When: Aug. 1  
Where: First Assembly of God 

in Sweetwater
The annual Color Me 

Purple 5K/1-Mile will be 
held on Saturday, Aug. 
1 in Sweetwater. Money 
raised from the event will 
go to the American Cancer 
Society through Monroe 
County’s Relay for Life.

Purple powder paints 
will be thrown at the run-
ners as they run/walk along 
the path. Runners can 
choose if they don’t want 
powder thrown on them.

The race begins at First 
Assembly of God, located 
at 940 Highway 11 South, 
at 9 a.m. Registration is 
from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 

a.m. Register by July 20 to 
guarantee you get a T-shirt. 
Registration for the 5K run 
or 1-mile walk is $25 in 
advance or $30 on the day 
of the event. Participants 
can register through July 30 
online at active.com.

Organizers are seeking 
sponsors for the event. For 
more information about 
how to become a spon-
sor, email Angela Mathis at 
Angela.mathis@cancer.org.

Last year was the first 
year for the event and a 
large number of runners 
and fans turned out for 
the event.

Color me purple
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Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

Philadelphia, Tennessee

For more information 877-862-4332
www.sweetwatervalley.com

email: info@sweetwatervalley.com

SE Spectrum Electric, Inc.
In Business Since 1996

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
ELECTRIC • VOICE • DATA

STATE CERTIFIED INSPECTOR

410 Sweetwater/Vonore Rd. • Sweetwater, TN 
(423) 351-9100

www.spectrumelectric-inc.com
John 3:7 KJV  “Ye Must Be Born Again”

TN License #37246

DIAMOND FITNESS & 
MARTIAL ARTS LLC

423-404-4800

LAUREN
PHILLIPS
Voted Best 

Martial Arts 
Instructor

CHEROHALA SKYWAY
VISITOR CENTER

Open Monday-Sunday 9:00-5:00
Winter Hours: (Jan.-Feb.): 

Fri.-Sat. 9:00-5:00 & Sunday 1:00-5:00

225 Cherohala Skyway • Tellico Plains

423-253-8010
• Friendly Folks
• Current Skyway & National Forest Information
• Ample Free and Paved Parking
• Outdoor Picnic Facilities
• Super Clean Bathrooms
• A Modern “Not-For-Profi t” Gift Shop

Center owned and operated by Monroe County, Tennessee
www.cherohala.org

The Offi cial Website of  Cherohala Skyway

Color me purple
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When: Aug. 4
Where: Sweetwater Recreation Complex

On the first Tuesday of 
every August, the Sweetwater 
Police Department joins with 
other city departments, busi-
nesses, volunteers and com-
munity members to put on an 
award-winning National Night 
Out event.

Sweetwater’s National Night 

this year takes place from 6 
to 9 p.m. at the Sweetwater 
Recreation Complex on Starrett 
Street on Aug. 4.

National Night Out is a com-
munity-building campaign that 
promotes police-community 
partnerships and neighborhood 
camaraderie to make  neigh-

borhoods a safer and the com-
munity a better place to live. 

Sweetwater’s National 
Night Out has been recog-
nized as among the best in 
the nation for cities the size of 
Sweetwater. It has become one 
of the biggest events of any 
kind in Monroe County, draw-

ing thousands of people. Free 
swimming, food and activities 
are provided for young and old 
alike. The Police Department 
uses the event to promote 
safety and crime prevention in 
a fun environment.

“National Night Out is a 
great opportunity for the 

A ‘Night Out’ on the town
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When: Aug. 4
Where: Sweetwater Recreation Complex

A ‘Night Out’ on the town

Police Department, city, businesses and commu-
nity to come together,” Sweetwater Police Chief 
Eddie Byrum said.

Bryum said police officers such as Daniel 
Johnson and many others work hard to coordinate 
the event and round up sponsors.

The Police Department each year tries to bring 
new components to National Night Out to keep 
people coming back.

This year one of the new events will be bubble 
soccer, which will be presented by Diamond 
Fitness & Martial Arts.

The Germans call it Loopyball, while other coun-
tries in Europe call it bubble football or bubble soc-
cer. The sporting game that’s sweeping the globe. 

The game itself is a cross between soccer and 
zorbing, a sport where an individual rolls down the 
side of a hill or sometimes a level surface in a giant 
plastic orb. The plastic orb surrounding the player in 
bubble soccer is similar in construction but differs 
where these allow the player’s legs to run around 
freely or essentially wear the orb.

The objective of bubble soccer is to score against 
your opponent’s net and knock each other down 
while trying.  You could argue that this is one of 
those games where defense is more fun.

The bubble soccer will be held on the lower 
soccer field at the Recreation Complex. See addi-
tional updates on this year’s National Night Out 
in The Advocate & Democrat newspaper through-
out the summer.
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Fall in Love

Bradley’s Pit Bar-B-Que & 
Grill in Sweetwater celebrated 
10 years of business this spring. 

With restaurant experience 
of more than 35 years, Tom and 
Sherri Bradley decided to leave a 
hectic life in Florida behind and 
move to their favorite vacation 
spot of Sweetwater and open 
their restaurant. It was a tough 
start uprooting the family from 
their home and opening a fam-
ily business, but Tom has always 
been a hard worker and wanted 
to build a successful business to 
provide for his family.  

Five years ago, Sherri was 
diagnosed with cancer and the 
family withdrew to spend as 
much time with her as possible. 
She passed away on May 15, 
2011, but the regular custom-
ers still come in from time to 
time to talk about the wonderful 
woman she was and how much 

she is missed.  
Bradley’s is truly a family 

affair with Tom and Sherri’s chil-
dren working in the restaurant. 
Their son, Matthew, graduated 
from McMinn County High 
School and has worked in the 
restaurant since he was 16. He 
is now the kitchen manager. 
Their daughter, Chrissy, who has 
also been involved in the restau-
rant, is now the office manager.  

Although it can be hard to 
find a good crew, the Bradleys 
feels they have the best around, 
including their service manager 
David Blue. 

Bradley’s Pit Bar-B-Que & 
Grill is located about a mile off 
Interstate 75’s Exit 60 on New 
Highway 68, going east toward 
Sweetwater. Sweetwater is the 
gateway to Monroe County as 
thousands of travelers get off 
the interstate each year. Stop at 

Bradley’s on your way to historic 
downtown Sweetwater, the Lost 
Sea, the Cherohala Skyway and 
many of Monroe County’s other 
attractions.

Being an early stop when 

you enter Monroe County, the 
Bradley family is quick to share 
information about the county 
and is of course, a great place to 
pick up a copy of the Tennessee 
Mountain Traveler.

A pit stop for pork

Tom Bradley with daughter and son, Chrissy and Matthew.
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TAL# 4476   Firm#1303

Howe Realty & Auction Co.

Each offi ce independently owned and operated.

Wm. E. “Bill” Howe
Principal Broker

675 New Hwy. 68, P.O. Box 147
Sweetwater, Tennessee 37874
Cell (423) 519-9355
Toll Free (800) 337-9356
Fax (423) 337-6662
c21howe@aol.com
www.c21howe.com

Commercial Land/Buildings, Residential Homes/Lots, Farms/Acreage

cokercreekstorage@yahoo.com
www.cokercreekstorage.com

Owners: Connie & Betty McRee

423.261.2910
12342

Highway 68
P.O. Box 54

Coker 
Creek, TN 

37314

• Security Fence
• Gated and Locked
• Security Cameras
• Boat Covers
• RV Covers
• RV & Boat Storage
• Metal Carports & Buildings

www.visitsweetwater.com

Shop. Dine. Play.
Whether you spend an hour or the whole day in
Historic Downtown Sweetwater, we are sure you
will enjoy discovering all that we have to offer 
and will find yourself returning to our wonderful
town again and again!

SEQUOYAH
BIRTHPLACE MUSEUM

The

Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm 
Sun Noon - 5pm

(closed Th anksgiving, Christmas 
Day and New Year’s Day)

Nominal Admission Fee | Group discounts

Hwy 360 • P.O. Box 69 
Vonore, Tennessee 37885

423-884-6246
sequoyahmuseum.org
Located in the Great Smoky 
Mountains of East Tennessee 

on the shores of beautiful 
Tellico Lake, 37 miles 
south of downtown 

Knoxville.
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Operated by the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Tennessee’s ONLY Tribally-Operated 

Historical Attraction.

A pit stop for pork
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Hooper Bald Trailhead
5,290 ft.
A quarter-mile hike leads to
Hooper Bald, near the site of the
old hunting preserve where
many exotic species, including
the Russian boar, were imported
by George Moore in 1908. An
information board, restrooms,
and two picnic tables are easily
accessed from the parking lot.

Santeetlah
5,390 ft.
Over a mile-high in
elevation, enjoy a
picnic (3 tables) at the
highest overlook along
the Skyway.

Shute Cove
3,550 ft.
A quiet picnic can be
enjoyed at the one
table available at this
pullover. A few steps
to the small wooden
platform presents a
beautiful view into the
valley below.

Santeetlah Gap
2,660 ft.
A bulletin board
provides
information about
the Cherohala
Skyway.

Wright Cove 4,150 ft.

Huckleberry 5,300 ft.Big Junction
5,240 ft.

Mud Gap Trailhead
4,480 ft.

State Line
(Beech Gap 4,490 ft.)

West
Rattlesnake Rock
Trailhead
4,000 ft.

Brushy Ridge
3,750 ft.
Overlooking Sassafras
Ridge and other major
ridges running south
down to the Tellico
River.

Lake View
3,360 ft.
A perfect place to
enjoy distant views of
Tellico Lake. This lake
was created from TVA
dams of the Little
Tennessee River.

Bald River Falls
Located on Forest Service Road 210, you can view
Bald River Falls without leaving your car as water
cascades over 100 feet onto the rocks below.
Further along the road you may be interested in
visiting the State operated trout hatchery.

Weather Conditions
Important to consider before traveling the Skyway. Snow
is common from mid November through mid April-
especially in the higher elevations.

Note: The Cherohala Skyway is a State maintained road,
with the amenities maintained by the US Forest Service.
For each state, please contact the appropriate Sheriffs
Department for road conditions and the appropriate
Forest Service Ranger Station for recreation information.

Cell phone coverage along the Cherohala Skyway is very sporadic. There is a public phone at the Cherohala Skyway Visitor
Center. Above Indian Boundary there is some cell phone coverage.

Ducktown, TN

Coker Creek
Welcome Center

Information
Station
Bulletin board
welcomes visitors
with general
information about
the Skyway and
Tellico Ranger
District.

Tellico
River
950 ft.
The Tellico
River is
famous for
its trout
fishing.

Caney Branch 1,370 ft.

Tellico Ranger
Station

Haw Knob
Slopes 4,890 ft.

Whigg Cove 4,570 ft.

Eagle Gap Trailhead
3,600 ft.

Grassy Gap Trailhead
3,400 ft.

East Rattlesnake Rock 4,110 ft.

Unicoi Crest 4,470 ft.

Stratton Ridge
4,420 ft.
This is a perfect place to
stretch, enjoy a picnic
lunch (5 tables), or use
the restroom facilities. A
bulletin board provides
additional information
about the Skyway.

Obadiah
3,740 ft.
Listen carefully to
the sound of
Santeetlah Creek
far below while
enjoying the
mountain vista
offered at this
scenic overlook.

Hooper Cove
3,100 ft.
This open area with a
view into the Santeetlah
Creek drainage offers a
perfect spot for a picnic
lunch (four tables).

Spirit Ridge
4,950 ft.
Take a leisurely stroll
(about 3/10th of a mile)
along an easy grade
through a northern
hardwood forest to a
fabulous vista overlooking
the Byway and a seemingly
endless range of mountains.
The trail is accessible for
the physically challenged
and two picnic tables are
easily accessed from the
parking lot.

Horse Cove
Campground

Rattler Ford Group
Campground
(By reservation through
the Cheoah Ranger
Station)

To Robbinsville
and the Cheoah
Ranger Station
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Oosterneck Creek
1,045 ft.
Overlook and boating takeout
on the Tellico River. When the
water is up, the Tellico River,
with it’s Class III, IV, V, rapids,
is quite a challenge for
canoeists and kayakers.

Turkey Creek
2,630 ft.
Overlook with 3 picnic tables and
Restroom. Beautiful view from the
Appalachians over the Tennessee
River Valley. Tellico Plains can be
seen in the distance.

Indian Boundary Campground
Just off the scenic Skyway on Forest Service Road 345.
Offering 100 campsites as well as day use picnicking,
swimming and biking. Open April-September. Reservations are
recommended. Call the Tellico Ranger Station or the Cherohala
Skyway visitor Center for information.

Tellico River
920 ft.
The Tellico River has
been the scene of
human occupation for
12,000 years. For much
of this time it was the
domain of Native
Americans. From at
least 1650 AD, the
Cherokee Indians
resided here.
After the Cherokee
Removal in 1838, the
area was opened for
Euro-American
settlement. Tellico,
“tel-li--quo” means
“plains” in Cherokee.

The wilderness areas
surrounding the Cherohala
Skyway are beautiful and
alluring, but not necessarily
suited for everyone to explore.
As a visitor to wilderness, you
should be aware that you are
entering a primitive environment.
You will face the challenge of
being entirely self-sufficient–no
trail signs, no restrooms, no
water spigots. Some people may just rather drive by, enjoy the
view, and visit more developed trails and recreation areas.

Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest
In 1936, an extraordinary 3,800 acres of “one of the few
remaining tracts of virgin hardwood in the Appalachians” was
set aside as a memorial forest in
honor of Joyce Kilmer. Kilmer, a poet,
journalist, and World War I soldier
killed in action, is best remembered
for his poem, “Trees.” This impres-
sive forest contains some of the
finest timber grown in these moun-
tains with many huge trees over 20
feet around the base and more than
a hundred feet high. A 2-mile loop
trail winds beneath the towering trees
and through a forest carpeted by a
rich variety of wildflowers, ferns, and
moss-covered logs from the fallen giants. The Memorial
Forest, also part of the Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock
Wilderness, can only be seen on foot.
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Cherohala Skyway Visitor Center
225 Cherohala Skyway
Tellico Plains, TN 37385
423-253-8010

Coker Creek Welcome Center
12197 New Hwy 68
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North Carolina Emergency Information

Nantahala National Forest
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Rt. 1, Box 16-A
Robbinsville, NC 28771
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Tennessee Emergency Information

Cherokee National Forest
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250 Ranger Station Road
Tellico Plains, TN 37385
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Hooper Bald Trailhead
5,290 ft.
A quarter-mile hike leads to
Hooper Bald, near the site of the
old hunting preserve where
many exotic species, including
the Russian boar, were imported
by George Moore in 1908. An
information board, restrooms,
and two picnic tables are easily
accessed from the parking lot.

Santeetlah
5,390 ft.
Over a mile-high in
elevation, enjoy a
picnic (3 tables) at the
highest overlook along
the Skyway.

Shute Cove
3,550 ft.
A quiet picnic can be
enjoyed at the one
table available at this
pullover. A few steps
to the small wooden
platform presents a
beautiful view into the
valley below.

Santeetlah Gap
2,660 ft.
A bulletin board
provides
information about
the Cherohala
Skyway.

Wright Cove 4,150 ft.

Huckleberry 5,300 ft.Big Junction
5,240 ft.

Mud Gap Trailhead
4,480 ft.

State Line
(Beech Gap 4,490 ft.)

West
Rattlesnake Rock
Trailhead
4,000 ft.

Brushy Ridge
3,750 ft.
Overlooking Sassafras
Ridge and other major
ridges running south
down to the Tellico
River.

Lake View
3,360 ft.
A perfect place to
enjoy distant views of
Tellico Lake. This lake
was created from TVA
dams of the Little
Tennessee River.

Bald River Falls
Located on Forest Service Road 210, you can view
Bald River Falls without leaving your car as water
cascades over 100 feet onto the rocks below.
Further along the road you may be interested in
visiting the State operated trout hatchery.

Weather Conditions
Important to consider before traveling the Skyway. Snow
is common from mid November through mid April-
especially in the higher elevations.

Note: The Cherohala Skyway is a State maintained road,
with the amenities maintained by the US Forest Service.
For each state, please contact the appropriate Sheriffs
Department for road conditions and the appropriate
Forest Service Ranger Station for recreation information.

Cell phone coverage along the Cherohala Skyway is very sporadic. There is a public phone at the Cherohala Skyway Visitor
Center. Above Indian Boundary there is some cell phone coverage.

Ducktown, TN

Coker Creek
Welcome Center

Information
Station
Bulletin board
welcomes visitors
with general
information about
the Skyway and
Tellico Ranger
District.

Tellico
River
950 ft.
The Tellico
River is
famous for
its trout
fishing.

Caney Branch 1,370 ft.

Tellico Ranger
Station

Haw Knob
Slopes 4,890 ft.

Whigg Cove 4,570 ft.

Eagle Gap Trailhead
3,600 ft.

Grassy Gap Trailhead
3,400 ft.

East Rattlesnake Rock 4,110 ft.

Unicoi Crest 4,470 ft.

Stratton Ridge
4,420 ft.
This is a perfect place to
stretch, enjoy a picnic
lunch (5 tables), or use
the restroom facilities. A
bulletin board provides
additional information
about the Skyway.

Obadiah
3,740 ft.
Listen carefully to
the sound of
Santeetlah Creek
far below while
enjoying the
mountain vista
offered at this
scenic overlook.

Hooper Cove
3,100 ft.
This open area with a
view into the Santeetlah
Creek drainage offers a
perfect spot for a picnic
lunch (four tables).

Spirit Ridge
4,950 ft.
Take a leisurely stroll
(about 3/10th of a mile)
along an easy grade
through a northern
hardwood forest to a
fabulous vista overlooking
the Byway and a seemingly
endless range of mountains.
The trail is accessible for
the physically challenged
and two picnic tables are
easily accessed from the
parking lot.

Horse Cove
Campground

Rattler Ford Group
Campground
(By reservation through
the Cheoah Ranger
Station)

To Robbinsville
and the Cheoah
Ranger Station
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Oosterneck Creek
1,045 ft.
Overlook and boating takeout
on the Tellico River. When the
water is up, the Tellico River,
with it’s Class III, IV, V, rapids,
is quite a challenge for
canoeists and kayakers.

Turkey Creek
2,630 ft.
Overlook with 3 picnic tables and
Restroom. Beautiful view from the
Appalachians over the Tennessee
River Valley. Tellico Plains can be
seen in the distance.

Indian Boundary Campground
Just off the scenic Skyway on Forest Service Road 345.
Offering 100 campsites as well as day use picnicking,
swimming and biking. Open April-September. Reservations are
recommended. Call the Tellico Ranger Station or the Cherohala
Skyway visitor Center for information.

Tellico River
920 ft.
The Tellico River has
been the scene of
human occupation for
12,000 years. For much
of this time it was the
domain of Native
Americans. From at
least 1650 AD, the
Cherokee Indians
resided here.
After the Cherokee
Removal in 1838, the
area was opened for
Euro-American
settlement. Tellico,
“tel-li--quo” means
“plains” in Cherokee.

The wilderness areas
surrounding the Cherohala
Skyway are beautiful and
alluring, but not necessarily
suited for everyone to explore.
As a visitor to wilderness, you
should be aware that you are
entering a primitive environment.
You will face the challenge of
being entirely self-sufficient–no
trail signs, no restrooms, no
water spigots. Some people may just rather drive by, enjoy the
view, and visit more developed trails and recreation areas.

Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest
In 1936, an extraordinary 3,800 acres of “one of the few
remaining tracts of virgin hardwood in the Appalachians” was
set aside as a memorial forest in
honor of Joyce Kilmer. Kilmer, a poet,
journalist, and World War I soldier
killed in action, is best remembered
for his poem, “Trees.” This impres-
sive forest contains some of the
finest timber grown in these moun-
tains with many huge trees over 20
feet around the base and more than
a hundred feet high. A 2-mile loop
trail winds beneath the towering trees
and through a forest carpeted by a
rich variety of wildflowers, ferns, and
moss-covered logs from the fallen giants. The Memorial
Forest, also part of the Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock
Wilderness, can only be seen on foot.
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“Cherokee Storytellers.” Visitors will be able 
to talk with Cherokees from the Cherokee 
Nation in Oklahoma and the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Nation in North Carolina.  

One of this year’s highlights will be the 
Tennessee State Parks Birds of Prey pro-
gram. Also performing will be the Snowbird 
Cherokee Choir, who will be singing hymns 
in Cherokee out of the new Cherokee 
Hymnbook from the Museum of the 
Cherokee Indian Press. These books will be 
for sale at the event in the gift shop.  

Other activities at the Cherokee Fall 
Festival will include viewing the newly-re-
constructed 1800s dog-trot log cabin, 
seeing posters from Cherokee 
Elementary School, meet-
ing with Miss Cherokee, 
having your name 
written in Cherokee, 
and more. Cherokee 
cooking demonstra-
tions will be held in 
the museum with 
author Johnnie 
Sue Meyers. 
Traditional 
Indian Fry 
bread and 
tacos, and 
other food 
and drinks 
will be sold. 

Darts, beads, 
talking sticks, face 
painting and free 

Cherokee name cards will be available for 
children. The museum will host a children’s 
blowgun competition on Saturday and an 
adult blowgun competition on both days. 

Tickets for the event are $5 per person. 
Children ages 12 and under are free.  

Sequoyah Birthplace Museum is 
located on 

Highway 360, 
near Fort 
Loudoun 
State 
Historic 

Area. 

The Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, 
Tennessee’s only tribally-owned museum is 
owned and operated by the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians with a mission to promote 
appreciation of the history and culture of the 
Cherokee people, particularly the life and 
contributions of Sequoyah. 

Born more than 200 years ago, Sequoyah 
created a writing system that enabled thou-
sands of Cherokee to read and write in their 
own language. 

The museum in Vonore features video, 
electronic displays and exhibits from periods 
of Cherokee occupation of the Tennessee 
Overhill area. A gift shop is also located 
inside the museum.The Sequoyah Birthplace 
Museum is also home to a Cherokee burial 
site, an open-air amphitheater, a reconstruc-
tion of Sequoyah’s blacksmith shop, a shore-
line trail, a boat dock and picnic tables. 

The museum will host its 24th Annual 
Cherokee Fall Festival on Sept. 12-13, from 
10 a.m. until 5 p.m. each day. The festival 
was originally called the Great Island Festival, 
named for the “Great Island,” a Cherokee vil-
lage site 250 years ago. Today, Fort Loudoun 
State Historic Area and the museum occupy 
an island created by the Tellico Lake Project.  

At the Cherokee Fall Festival, visitors will 
have the opportunity to step back in time to 
experience Native American food, Cherokee 
arts and crafts demonstrations, music and 
dance. Special demonstrations and displays 
will include Cherokee life in 1700s and a 
Civil War encampment. Civil War battle re-
enactments will be held each day. 

The theme of this year’s event is 

Living history

For more information, 
call Sequoyah 

Birthplace Museum at 
423-884-6246 or 
visit www.sequoyah

museum.org.
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WagonMaster Adventure Ranch

FUN PARK & GEM MINE
GOLD MINING
GEM MINING
MINI GOLF

SKEET SHOOTING
WAGON RIDES
828-494-9521

WagonMasterRanch.com
NO ADMISSION FEE!

Off Hwy. 294 - 20 miles west of Murphy, NC
359 Adventure Ranch Rd.

Rain or Shine; Pets OK

Madisonville, 
Tennessee

Mayor - Glenn Moser
City Recorder - Alfred McClendon

Board of Aldermen
• Augustus Davis
• Sherri McCrary
• Bill Spradlin
• Linda Hensley
• Susan Saunders

The Hub of 
Monroe County

The Hub of 
Monroe County Monroe County 

155 Grand Vista Drive, Suite 4 • Vonore, TN 37885
423-884-2400

Where people and jobs connect
The Tennessee Career Center System is an equal opportunity employer/program; 

auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 
This project is funded under an agreement with the state of Tennessee.

Living history
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2015 National Muscadine Festival

Straight off 
the vine

For the fifth year in a row, the 
Sweetwater Merchants and Property 
Owners Association will work with 
the city and community to host the 
National Muscadine Festival in Sept. 
26-27.

The two-day event attracts numer-
ous travelers and local residents to 
Tsali Notch Vineyard, located between 
Sweetwater and Madisonville, and 
to historic downtown Sweetwater 
for great muscadines, food, music, a 
parade and much more.

The events leading up to the 
popular festival actually begin ear-
lier in the month with the Miss 
Muscadine Festival Sept. 12 at 
Sweetwater Elementary School.

For more information please visit: 
http://www.nationalmuscadinefesti-
val.com/miss_muscadine.html.

The event is called a two-day 
event, Saturday and Sunday, but 
some events actually begin on 
Friday, Sept. 25, with muscadine 
picking at the Tsali Notch Vineyard 

and free music the Duck Park in 
downtown Sweetwater that evening 
with the band SouthBound from 7 
to 10 p.m.

A parade will kick off events in 
downtown Sweetwater at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday. Music and other events 
continue all day Saturday and 
Sunday both downtown and at the 
vineyard. For an updated schedule 
for the National Muscadine Festival, 
visit: ww.nationalmuscadinefestival.
com.
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Phone: 423-442-8638 
Fax: 423-442-8641

4930-D New Highway 68
Madisonville, TN 37354

email: judy@skywaytitle.com

Serving Your Real Estate Needs

We offer Title Documents, Real Estate 
Closings, Abstract and Title Insurance.

It will be a pleasure to serve you!
Locally owned & operated with over 35 years experience.

Judy Thacker - Owner

Serving Monroe County and East Tennessee with 
excellent service in all of your real estate needs.

Gibson Shoe Store
Andrews, NC

Factory Return Outlet

Open 9am-6pm  
Monday-Saturday

www.DonnaBaranRealEstate.com

Donna Baran
REALTOR®

Cell:  423 405-0982
Offi ce:  423 746-0227

donna.baran@crye-leike.com

508 S. Congress Pkwy • Athens, TN 37303

2468 Hwy 411 • Madisonville, TN 
423-545-9381

WE INSTALL

NATIONWIDE WARRANTY

IDS

www.dieselrepairtn.com

Full Service Truck & Equipment Repair
We Service Cummins, Duramax & Power Stroke Pickups

24 Hour On-Site Repair

Email: ind.diesel@gmail.com

We Finance Through NAPA

2015 National Muscadine Festival

Straight off 
the vine
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Parade of Flags

Tommy millsaps 
Editor

The City of Sweetwater is 
fortunate to have an old-time 
park lined with giant shade 
trees that many communities 
only dream about.

In recent years, Engleman 
Park has been modernized 
with new playground equip-
ment, eating and restroom 
facilities with additional grant-
aided improvements likely in 
the future.

One of the most exciting 
additions to the park is the 
new Sweetwater Arboretum, a 
living display of trees. 

More than 30 species of 
trees have been diligently 

labeled and compliment a 
walking trail through the tree-
studded park.

State Rep. Jimmy Matlock, 
R-Lenoir City, was on hand as 
former and current Tree Board 
members and Mayor Doyle 
Lowe spoke about the accom-
plishment during a dedication 
ceremony in May. State Urban 
Forester Tom Simpson, who 
has been with the Tree Board 
every step of the way, was also 
at the park to celebrate.

“We invite you to come often 
to this outdoor classroom,” 
said Tree Board member Mary 
Chapel Crabtree, who served 
as the chairwoman of the Tree 
Board for many years. That role 
is now filled by Jill Alliman.

Former Tree Board Chairman 
and member Bill Price was also 
on hand and was recognized 
as a driving force in the early 
days of Sweetwater becoming 
known statewide for its dedica-
tion to tree preservation and 
education along with the for-
mation of the arboretum.

Lowe, Simpson and the 
others spoke about how the 
arboretum will be a treat for 
children and adults alike for 
many years to come.

An arboretum not only 
names trees by their common 
name, but also by their scien-
tific name. In the Sweetwater 
Arboretum, you will find some 
trees that are more than 150 
years old. Trees in the arbore-

tum included: a tulip-poplar 
(liriodendron tulipifera), which 
is the state tree of Tennessee, 
crapemyrtle (lagerstroemia 
indica), red maple (acer 
rubrum) and many, many 
more.

The City of Sweetwater pur-
chased Engleman Park in 1940 
for $640. The park was named 
for J.G. (Major) Engleman, who 
served as the city recorder for 
47 years until 1965.

Engleman Park is located 
on Monroe Street. You can get 
to the park by turning from 
Main Street (Highway 11) at 
Wright Hardware driving west 
toward the interstate. The park 
is located less than a mile from 
Main Street.

I See Trees of Green
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   ach year more than two million people visit 
  the Cherokee National Forest. There are four 

scenic rivers in the Tennessee Overhill Region (Monroe, 
Polk, McMinn counties) that visitors won’t want to miss: 

the Ocoee, Conasauga, Hiwassee and Tellico Rivers. 
For more information about summer fun and things to 
do and see in the Overhill area, contact 1-877-510-5765 

or visit the website at www.tennesseeoverhill.com.

Ocoee River
The Ocoee River, with its Class III-IV whitewater rapids, draws 

more than 300,000 visitors each year for rafting, kayaking, camp-
ing, hiking, and mountain biking. Experienced kayakers and canoe-
ists love the Ocoee, but novices can experience the whitewater 
too. Commercial rafting companies provide expert guides to allow 
the most inexperienced person to scream down the Ocoee and 
believe they did it themselves. There is an age limit - youngsters 
must be 12 years of age or older.

The Ocoee Whitewater Center, built for the 1996 Olympic 
Whitewater Competition, is perched on the banks of the Ocoee 
River near Ducktown in Polk County. The Olympic Race Course is 
open for commercial rafting on scheduled days. The Tanasi 
Mountain Biking Trail System starts there too, with more than 30 
miles of biking trails that appeal to families as well as seasoned 
riders. The Whitewater Center is also the site of what locals call the 
“Blue Holes.” These are pools of water that families enjoy for wad-
ing, dipping, and snorkeling.

Getting There: The Ocoee River Recreation Area lies along U.S. 
Highway 64 between Ducktown and Ocoee.

Conasauga River
Located just a few miles south of the Ocoee River, the 

Conasauga is a crystal clear river surrounded by the Cherokee 
National Forest. Snorkelers can view tropical colored fish, schools 
of freshwater drum (some up to 10 pounds) and thousands of 
other fish at a designated fish viewing area. The great variety, col-

E

Just around the river bend...
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ors and number of fish in the 
Conasauga River amaze even 
those who have snorkeled on 
marine coral reefs. According to visi-
tor information distributed by the 
Cherokee National Forest Service, at least 
39 species of fish have been identified in the 
viewing site and the number of species found in 
the Conasauga is higher than the entire 
Columbia River System. The fish are present year 
round in large numbers but the best time to 
see them at peak color is during late April 
through June, when no rain has fallen for 
several days.  The water temperature in 
late spring is in the 60s (°F), therefore it is 
recommended that visitors wear a wet suit for 
warmth, flotation and protection from the rocks.  
The water temperature in July begins to reach 
70°F and temperatures reaching more than 80°F 
occur in August. A snorkel, mask and water 
shoes are also recommended. Visit www.wild-
lifeviewingareas.com for detailed directions to 
the viewing site.

Getting There: Located off Forest Service Road 221, 
south of Ocoee on U.S. Highway 411 just before 
Conasauga.

 

Tellico River
Just 30 minutes from the Hiwassee River is the pristine 

Tellico River, located just outside of the quaint town of Tellico 
Plains. The river is surrounded by 30,000 acres of remote 
backcountry where the river rises from the Unicoi Mountain 
Range near the Tennessee/North 
Carolina state line and flows down a 
mountain gorge before it reaches the 
town.  

The river is popular for kayakers 
when the water levels rise to Class III-
IV rapids after a rainfall. For others, the 
river provides opportunities for swim-
ming, picnicking, fishing, hiking, back-
packing and wildlife viewing.  

The Tellico River is nationally recog-
nized as a premier trout stream, 
renowned for brook, brown and rain-
bow trout.  The trout are stocked by 
the Tennessee Wildlife Resource 
Agency (TWRA) and are raised at the 
Pheasant Field fish rearing pools, 
which are open to the public and are 
located at the end of Tellico River 
Road (Forest Service Road 210). The 
road is a also a favorite for photogra-
phers and people who enjoy scenic 

drives. Bald River Falls, a nearly 100-foot waterfall, is also 
located on the Tellico River.

Getting There: From Tellico Plains, follow State Highway 
165 (East) to Forest Service Road 210. The road follows 
the river.

Hiwassee River
An alternative to the fast moving water of the Ocoee 

River is the Scenic Hiwassee River, located about 6 miles 
north of the Ocoee. Ninety percent of the area around the 
river is surrounded by mountains, forested hill sides and 
pastoral river bottoms. Perhaps this is why the Cherokee 
Indians named the river Hiwassee meaning “a meadow 

place at the foot of the hills.” This wide river, which is part 
of the Tennessee Scenic River System, offers visitors an 
exceptional and peaceful setting for canoeing, kayaking, 
camping, hiking and fishing. The river is classed as pri-
marily Class I (moving water with small waves and few 
obstructions) with some Class II (easy rapids with wide, 
clear channels, some maneuvering required). Certain 

sections are considered Class III (rapids with high waves 
capable of swamping an open canoe, requires complex 

maneuvering).  Local businesses rent rafts, funyaks and tubes. 
The river is known for excellent fishing where anglers try their 

hand at catching large-mouth bass, yellow perch, catfish, and 
brown and rainbow trout. There is no fee for fishing on the 
river, but state fishing rules do apply.  Some parking areas 
along the river require a parking fee. Commercial fly fishing 

guide services are available.

Getting There: The Hiwassee Scenic River is accessible from U.S. 
Highway 411 and  State Highway 30 (East) between Benton and 
Etowah.
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jessica cross
Staff Writer

With the Appalachian 
Mountains to the east and the 
Mississippi River to the west, the 
state of Tennessee is abounding 
with breathtaking scenery and 
both busy, fast-growing large cit-
ies and charming small towns.

The Culture Trip, a one-stop 
digital platform for global culture 
and lifestyle, recently compiled 
a list of the 10 most beautiful 
towns in Tennessee and Monroe 
County’s Tellico Plains was 
named number six. The Culture 
Trip’s Rachel Nipper described 
the town by saying:

“Located in Southeastern 
Tennessee is the ‘gateway to 
the Cherokee National Forest.’ 
A charming antiquated moun-
tain town in the foothills of the 
Smoky Mountains, Tellico Plains’ 
beautiful, mountainous scenery, 
rolling countryside, quaint farm-
lands and scenic pathways make 
it a perfect getaway for those 

seeking a simpler way of life and 
breathtaking views. 

“Tellico Plains offers a multi-
tude of outdoor activities within 
the nearly 700,000 acres of the 
Cherokee National Forest, includ-
ing biking, boating, fishing, swim-
ming, camping, hiking and kayak-
ing and, similarly to Townsend, 
Tellico Plains is a fantastic loca-
tion for nature watching. The 
town is also home to Bald River 
Falls, a magnificent waterfall flow-
ing over 100 feet.”

According to the list, Nashville 
was the most beautiful town in 
the state. Franklin, Townsend, 
Lynchburg, Chattanooga, 
Gatlinburg, Knoxville, 
Jonesborough and Memphis 
rounded out the rest of the list.

Tellico Plains Mayor Patrick 
Hawkins was excited to see the 
town, which was recently hon-
ored with a Playful City USA des-
ignation, make the list.

“It’s great to see our town 
being nationally recognized and 
to see us being mentioned in 

the same conversation with cities 
such as Knoxville, Chattanooga 
and Gatlinburg,” he said. “It’s 
something that we all have 
known for many years. Making 
this list is a testament to the peo-
ple who live and work here and 
who take a lot of pride in making 
our town special.”

Tellico Plains resident Lindsey 
Raby said the town’s “simple-
ness” is what she loves most.

“There are no red lights. It’s 
beautiful every season of the year 
with the river to swim and fish 
in, the mountains to camp, hunt 
and hike in...it’s just something so 
beautiful that was not manmade. 
It’s God’s artwork at its best.”

Monroe County Tourism 
Director Nicole Yates felt the 
honor was very deserving for the 
small town.

“It truly is one of the most 
beautiful places and I was so 
proud that it’s finally getting the 
recognition is deserves,” she said. 

Yates said Tellico Plains is 
progressively known as a go-to 

spot for outdoor recreation 
enthusiasts. 

“At the Cherohala Skyway 
Visitor Center, we have several 
groups that come in with a range 
of different types of hobbies that 
draw them to our area,” she said. 
“It is always mentioned that what 
brought them here was that they 
could enjoy their activities while 
being surrounded by the beauti-
ful scenery, all while doing what 
they love.”

Hawkins agreed, saying it 
was the town’s “natural beauty 
and friendly people” that attracts 
people from all over the world 
to visit. 

“We’re very blessed to live 
in the little town with the big 
backyard,” he said. “It’s just a gor-
geous area.”

For those making the trip into 
town, the sight says it all.

“When you drive towards 
Tellico, the mountains stand up 
so beautiful and reach the sky,” 
said Patricia Shirk. “It’s a sight to 
behold.”

Tellico is a hidden treasure Come fly with me

Jerry Denham | Jerry Denham PhotograPhy
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Tellico is a hidden treasure jessica cross
Staff Writer

What’s that up in the sky in 
Tellico Plains? Planes.

While most people are 
unaware that the small town 
houses an airport, the Tellico 
Plains Pilots Association is drawing 
attention to the airport through 
monthly fly-ins and cookouts.

The Tellico Plains Pilots 
Association is in control of the 
day-to-day operation of the 
airport, which has 1,500-feet of 
paved runway and 1,500 divided 
feet at either end in the grass 
(total of 3,000-feet). Jim Brackett 
currently serves as president of 
the association, Carey Wallace is 
the vice president, Jack Wrighter 
is the treasurer, Susan Cimmino 
is secretary and Larry Harris, also 
an alderman in the town, is the 
safety officer.

“The airport has been in 
continuous operation since the 
1970s,” said Harris. 

The airport has one wooden-
frame hangar, which currently 
houses three planes. In addition, 
there is tie down space available 
and another four-bay hanger 

under construction.
While it is normally unattend-

ed throughout the day, there are 
lights installed so a pilot can acti-
vate the lights and be able to land 
even at night, said Harris. Arriving 
pilots should use 122.9 for infor-
mation (charted on the Atlanta 
Sectional Aeronautical Chart).

Since the airport is located 
adjacent to Tellico Plains 
Elementary and Tellico Plains 
Junior High schools, association 
members also visit the schools 
each year to ensure safety.

The Tellico Plains Pilots 
Association started holding fly-in 

cookouts a couple of years ago, 
after another small airport in the 
region stopped holding theirs.

“For many years in the sum-
mer, that airport had been doing 
a once-a-month fly-in cookout,” 
said Harris. “When they decided 
not to do it, we decided to pick 
up the slack and try it for a year.”

On the second Saturday of 
each month from April to October 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., the Tellico 
Plains Pilots Association invites 
pilots to fly-in and cook out with 
them, raising awareness of the 
airport and creating companion-
ship between pilots.

Harris said the weather often 
plays a large factor in attendance. 

“Many visitors will drive in, 
rather than flying, to the airport if 
it looks gloomy,” said Harris. “On 
a good weather day, we have 
had as many a 34 visiting air-
planes—from factory-built planes 
to a few homebuilt/experimental 
planes and ultralights. Most come 
from surrounding small airports.”

Everyone is invited to come 
out to the fly-ins and cookouts. 
You do not have to be an air-
plane owner or pilot to attend.

“Come, eat some food, watch 
the airplanes land and talk to 
some people who really like air-
planes,” he said. “There are a lot 
of people in town and the sur-
rounding area, who aren’t pilots, 
but are interested in watching.”

The meal includes a hamburg-
er/hotdog, chips, a drink and des-
sert. While the event is free, the 
association asks for a donation to 
help cover the cost of the event. 
There are picnic tables available 
during the event, but attendees 
should also bring lawn chairs.

For more information, visit the 
Facebook page, “Tellico Plains 
Pilots.”

Come fly with me

Jerry Denham | Jerry Denham PhotograPhy
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The Stecoah Valley Cultural Arts 
Center, a non-profit arts and commu-
nity organization in Graham County, 
offers an opportunity to experience 
authentic Southern Appalachian 
mountain culture.  

The name Stecoah is derived from 
the Cherokee language name “Usdi 
Gohi” meaning “little place.”  Housed 
in the original Stecoah Union School 
built in 1926, the center has restored 
the native rock main building after 
the school closed in consolidation in 
1994. The Center now offers more 
than 20 programs to approximately 
16,000 people annually. 

One of the biggest attractions is 
the summer concert series. See the 
schedule by visiting the website at: 
www.StecoahGallery.com.

Stecoah Valley Cultural Arts Center 
offers year round activities to visi-
tors. Get started by stopping in at 
the Visitors’ Center located inside the 
historic 1920s stone schoolhouse. The 
room is filled with brochures about 
activities and businesses in the sur-
rounding area as well as exhibits. 
Videos can be viewed on the history 
of the original schoolhouse, programs 
offered by the Center and entertain-
ment presented in historic auditorium. 
The Schoolhouse Café offers snacks, 
drinks and free Wi-Fi. Also located in 

the building is the Stecoah Artisans 
Gallery.  Two former classrooms are 
filled with handcrafted artwork and 
fine art produced by more 
than 165 local and 
regional artists. 

Twice a year, 
in June and 
November, the 
center hosts 
the self-guided 
Artisans Drive 
About that 
offers tourists a 
chance to travel 
along the beauti-
ful winding roads 
of Graham and Swain 
Counties to meet the 
artists who live here.

Part of the mission of the Cultural 
Arts Center is to preserve and pro-
mote Southern Appalachian moun-
tain culture. The center has been 
offering a unique cultural experience 
known as An Appalachian Evening 
summer concert series for the past 
15 years. Traditional mountain music 
is performed every Saturday evening 
in the Lynn L. Shields Auditorium, 
named after the founding executive 
director. This intimate auditorium 
has hosted well known performers 
and is a setting that allows listeners 

to relive the harmonies of original 
mountain music.  

 The Stecoah Valley Food Ventures 
kitchen, located on the prop-

erty, is available for rental 
by individuals and 

food-related small 
businesses for a 
small rental fee. 
Space is also 
available for 
community meet-
ings and per-
sonal parties and 

celebrations.
The center offers 

a variety of classes 
in which students can 

learn various traditional 
Appalachian crafts and culi-

nary skills. Just a few of the many 
classes that are scheduled for 2015 
are Herbs of the Bible, Chanterelle 
Mushrooms, Fun with Violets, bas-
ket weaving and other Appalachian 
textiles. The Center contributes to 
the community by offering an after 
school program for Graham County 
students, funded by the 21st Century 
Community Learning Center.  

The Stecoah Center is located just 
off N.C. Highway 28. More information 
is available at stecoahvalleycenter.com 
or by calling 828-479-3364.

Artsy adventures
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If you would like to be put on our mailing list to

receive future issues sent directly to you,
Please fill out your name and address below and

send this coupon along with $5.95 for mailing cost
for the next three issues to:

The Advocate & Democrat, P.O. Box 389, Sweetwater, TN 37874
(The magazine itself is free, but it costs about $2.00 to mail it out.)
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Address: ________________________________________
________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________

Bargain Hunters 
Welcome!

Gently Used Books 
New Books

Buy • Sell • Trade
Audio Books • Local Interest

108 Scott Street 
Old Downtown Tellico Plains

www.tellicobookshelf.com

423-253-3183

Open Tuesday - Saturday
10am to 5pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

THE TOWN OF 
TELLICO PLAINS, TN

Welcome!
From the Citizens of Tellico Plains

Come & See!

Recreation, hunting, fishing, swimming, camping, kayaking, 
canoeing, picnicking or just a leisure drive across the Skyway. 

Enjoy street dancing at our 4th of July Celebration. 
If you can’t find it in Tellico Plains, it can’t be found!!!

“Getaway to the Cherokee National Forest 
& The Cherohala Skyway”

The Small Town with the Big Back Yard
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People are drawn to Southeast Tennessee 
to explore the beautiful natural landscapes 
of the Tennessee Overhill region, a three-
county area that includes the southern half 
of the Cherokee National Forest. One of the 
major draws to this area is the many water-
falls located throughout the forest. There are 
more than 60 waterfalls ranging from five 
feet to 130 feet high. 

The Tennessee Overhill Heritage 
Association (TOHA), which promotes tour-
ism in the area,  is pleased to announce its 
new Waterfall Brochure.

For a free copy of the Waterfall Brochure, 
contact the TOHA office at 423-263-7232 or 
info@tennesseeoverhill.com.

Benton Falls
Located in the 

Chilhowee Recreation 
Area, Benton Falls 
(GPS: 35° 8.428’N, 84° 
35.766’W) is a 65-foot 
waterfall cascading 
down step-like rocks. 
The 3-mile round-trip 
hike is rated easy/
moderate. From Ocoee 
Scenic Byway (Highway 64), take Forest 
Service Road 77 to Chilhowee Recreation 
Area ($3 day use fee). 

Coker Creek Falls
Forty-five foot Coker Creek Falls (GPS: 

35° 11,835’N, 84° 22.217’W) with a series of 
waterfalls/cascades ranging from eight feet 
to 20 feet high is 
a kayaker’s and 
photographer’s 
favorite. Stop 
at Coker Creek 
Welcome Center/
Post Office on 
Highway 68 to get directions. The hike is 
around 3 miles but you don’t need to make 
the entire trip to see a waterfall. The hike is 
rated easy/moderate. 

Turtletown Falls
Turtletown Falls (GPS 35° 9.834’N, 84° 

21.166’W) is 40 feet high and flows over a 
large ledge then separates into two falls. A 
bonus waterfall, Lower Turtletown Falls, may 
be seen if you 
hike a little fur-
ther downstream 
from the main 
falls. On Highway 
68, turn at Farner 
Post Office, cross 
the railroad and turn left on Duggan Road, 
bear left on Farner Road entrance to the 
falls, Forest Service Road 1166, is the first 

road on the right. Follow the dirt road for 
1.5 miles down to the fall’s parking lot. The 
trail is three miles roundtrip and rated easy/
moderate.

Bald River Falls
 The spectacular 90-foot Bald River Falls 

(GPS: 35° 19.44’N, 84° 10.357’W) can be 
seen from the bridge on Forest Service Road 
210 (a paved road just a few miles from 
Tellico Plains). Have your camera handy--a 
photo from the bridge with the falls behind 
you will be one of your trip’s favorites. 

Fall Branch Falls
Fall Branch Falls (GPS: 35° 21.287’N, 84° 

3.864’’W) is an 
80-foot waterfall 
located off of 
the Cherohala 
Skyway (Highway 
165). At the 
Rattlesnake Rock parking area, hike about 
100 feet (take the left fork) to the Fall Branch 
Trail 87. Once at the falls, follow the creek 
downstream to see cascades. The roundtrip is 
about a 3-mile moderate hike. 

For more information, call 877-510-5765 
or visit the Cherokee National Forest 
website www.fs.usda.gov/cherokee. 

Bald River Falls

Fall in Love

with our falls
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Fall in Love

with our falls Living history set amongst a majestic backdrop 
keeps tourists and locals alike planning daytrips to 
an area state park. An article from Only In Your State 
(www.onlyinyourstate.com) recently recognized Fort 
Loudoun State Historic Area in its list of “15 Gorgeous 
Tennessee State Parks That Will Knock Your Socks Off.” 

Fort Loudoun came in at number two on the 
list, compiled by writer Meghan Kraft who said Fort 
Loudoun could be a great place for “some awesome 
picnics” and for making “a few choice memories.”

“Being recognized as number two of the top 15 
gorgeous state parks in Tennessee, out of more than 
50 state parks, is something Monroe County can 
be proud of,” said Monroe County Tourism Director 
Nicole Yates. 

Fort Loudoun State Historic Area, located on 
Highway 360 in Vonore, is a reconstruction of the 
original fort, which was in service from 1756-1760. 
The original site was buried 17 feet below the recon-
struction to preserve it when the Tennessee Valley 
Authority closed Tellico Dam on the Little Tennessee 
River in 1979.

Fort Loudoun was originally constructed during 
the French and Indian War (1754-1763) to counter 
the threat of French activity in the Mississippi Valley. 
The fort was ideally located to ensure continued trade 
between the Cherokee and South Carolina, and to 
strengthen relations between the British and the 
Overhill Cherokee Nation. Unfortunately, it was the 
deterioration of that relationship that led to its sur-
render. In August 1760, the Cherokee captured Fort 
Loudoun and its garrison. 

“Fort Loudoun is a testament to the military sig-
nificance of the Cherokee Nation, as well as the com-

mitment and sacrifice of those 
who served there. When 
you consider the cultural 
significance for which Fort 
Loudoun was preserved and 
the beautiful setting within the 
Little Tennessee River Valley, it 
is easy to see why people come 
here from across the world, the 
nation, and our own backyard. It’s 
a special place in a special set-
ting,” said Park Ranger Will Kinton.

Fort Loudoun routinely returns 
to life with dedicated staff and 
re-enactors on garrison, or reen-
actment, weekends. Garrison 
Weekend is a time when the 
daily lives of the men, women 
and children of Fort Loudoun are 
recreated for the public. On these 
days, visitors will find re-enactors 
in costume. Visitors can view an 
18th century infirmary, the soldiers’ 
barracks, the commanders quarters, 
blacksmith shop and a Cherokee 
encampment. 

The next events at Fort Loudoun 
are a Garrison weekend/reenact-
ment of the Cherokee Victory at Fort 
Loudoun on Aug. 8-9 and the Trade 
Faire on Oct. 17-18.

For more information, call 
423-884-6217 or visit the website 
at www.fortloudoun.com.

A sight to ‘Knock 
Your Socks Off’



30 |  Tennessee Mountain Traveler, Summer 2015  

Big Frog Mountain
Managed as a black bear reserve, Big 

Frog Mountain Recreation Zone is a destina-
tion for backpacking, day-hiking and hunt-
ing. The area offers about 35 miles of back-
country trails, some of which climb more 
than 4,000 feet. 

Hike Big Frog Trail #64 to the top of Big 
Frog Mountain. The steep climb tops out at 
more than 4,000 feet elevation. Group size 
is limited to 12 people in the Wilderness. 
Several trailheads give access to the Big Frog 
trail. This trail is part of the long distance to 
Benton MacKaye Trail. 

Tent camping is available at three camp-
grounds. Jacks River is across the road from 
the confluence of the Jacks and Conasauga 
Rivers. Tumbling Creek is within walking dis-
tance of Ocoee Lake. Sylco Campground is 
near the Big Frog Wilderness boundary. 

Hiwassee River
Spectacular forested hillsides and pastoral 

river valleys compliment the beauty of the 
Hiwassee River Gorge. Hike along scenic 
Hiwassee River on the John Muir National 
Recreation Trail #152, which is also part of the 
Benton MacKaye Trail. 

Try a short out-and-back hike from one of 
the trailheads or plan a back-country trip along 
this 20.7-mile trail. Trailheads are located at 
Big Bend, Childers Creek and at the end of 
Forest Road 108.

Quinn Springs Recreation Area is located 

off Highway 30 near the river, where site 
amenities include tables, fire rings, showers 
and water. Gee Creek State Park is located on 
the northern bank of the Hiwassee River and 
offers campsites with tables, fire rings, showers 
and drinking water. Lost Creek Campground, 
located off Forest Road 103, provides a more 
remote experience with tables and fire rings, 
but no showers or drinking water.

Tellico River
Nearly 30,000 acres of remote backcountry 

surround the Tellico and North River corri-
dors. The Benton MacKaye Trail offers hiking 
opportunities and multiple trails connect the 
Cherohala Skyway with Tellico River Road. 

Indian Boundary Recreation Area boasts trail 
#129, an easy and popular 3.2-mile hike/bike 
trail skirting the edge of the lake. For a longer 
hike, try the six-mile Sycamore Creek Trail #163, 
a section of the Benton MacKaye Trail. Access 
the trail at Pheasant Fields on Tellico River Road. 

For up close views of the river, travel along 
the Tellico River Road (Forest Road 210). Stop 
to admire the area’s best known waterfall, 
90-foot Bald River Falls.

If you are looking for a destination camp-
ground, try Indian Boundary Recreation Area. 
Located off the Cherohala Skyway, it has more 
than 90 campsites equipped with fire rings, 
picnic tables, lantern posts and electrical hook-
ups, with easy access to drinking water, show-
ers, flush toilet facilities and an on-site dump 
station. 

 Coker Creek
Hike Coker Creek Falls Trail #183, a sce-

nic 3.2-mile trek along the gorge in Coker 
Creek. View a series of deep, clear pools 
followed by cascading, stair step falls. Access 
the trail by Forest Road 2138 off County 
Road 22, or as a spur off John Muir National 
Recreation Trail #152.

The Unicoi Turnpike Trail is a 2.5-mile 
section of one of the oldest known travel 
routes in North America. Historically, it 
served as a principal route from the Atlantic 
coast to the interior southeast. It became 
part of the Trail of Tears, the main route for 
the Cherokee removal of 1838. There are 
interpretive panels along the way. The trail 
can be accessed on Forest Road 40, off 
Highway 68 near Coker Creek.  

Starr Mountain
Starr Mountain is a popular area for horse 

riding and camping with nearly 20 miles of 
trails and a number of roads available for 
riding. Lost Corral Campground & Trailhead 
provides the easiest access to the area.

This area also features Gee Creek 
Wilderness and the Gee Creek Trail #191 
trail that only gets more challenging the 
further you hike. Access is located off US 
Highway 411 near the Hiwassee River and 
state-managed Gee Creek Campground.

For more information, visit 
www.fs.fed.us/r8/cherokee.

Where the Wild things are...

Breathe in the mountain air
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His closest neighbors, the Butlers, 
might describe Cleve Tedford as a 
transplant; saying “He moved down 
here from up there.”  The unusual part 
of that description is that “up there” 
doesn’t refer to somewhere north of 
the Mason-Dixon line, but to Rafter, an 
isolated mountain community above 
Tellico Plains.

After 30 years living in what many in 
Monroe County refer to as “Deliverance 
Country,” Tedford moved down last 
November to his farm just off Citico 
Creek.  His closest neighbor by car or 
truck is more than two miles away.  

“Deep in the Woods” is a description 
no visitor to Tedford’s Citico Wildlife 
Wilderness will challenge. Visitors are 
speechless enjoying the breathtaking 
views of mountains within the Great 
Smoky Mountain National Park and 
Cherokee National Forest.  

For years, people around Tellico Plains 
referred to Tedford as “that feller up there 
with the Deer Farm.”  On weekends the 
road around the farm would be busy with 
vehicles driving by hoping to catch a view 
of a herd of deer that at one time num-
bered more than 1,000 Fallow, Sika, Axis, 
Pere David’s, and Elk. 

Then, his livelihood consisted of supply-
ing his deer to other animal operations all 
over America and working as a fencing 

contractor.  During that time, Tedford 
became known as an “expert” in his field 
serving as a consultant and supplying ani-
mals to many state and federal research 
facilities.  He also represented deer farm-
ers and presented papers at national 
and international 
meetings.  Many 
articles Tedford 
has written have 
appeared in publi-
cations in Europe 
and New Zealand as 
well as the United States 
and Canada.

His fencing work includ-
ed some of the most suc-
cessful zoos and wildlife 
parks in America, provid-
ing the opportunity to learn how the 
experts operated and also a source for 
the wide variety of species that now  
populate Citico Wildlife Wilderness.  
Aside from a herd of very unusual cat-
tle, visitors can observe other animals 
native to Europe, Africa, South America, 
China, India, Sulawesi, and Java.

Citico Wildlife Wilderness is a product 
of Tedford’s dreams, decades of hard 
labor, and his desire to share his bless-
ings with folks who couldn’t conceive 
that a place like this exists. 

Tours are available by reservation only. 

Call 423-253-2353 for directions, as this 
attraction is 30 to 40 minutes from 
Vonore in a remote area. 

Visit www.citicowildlifewilderness.com 
for details. Better yet, check out what 
actual visitors are saying about Citico 

Wildlife Wilderness on 
TripAdvisor.com.

Where the Wild things are...

Breathe in the mountain air
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