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   Long, warm days have arrived in Tennessee Mountain Traveler 
Country. There is no better time to enjoy the great scenery and 
attractions this unique place has to offer.
   The Tennessee Mountain Traveler magazine captures the es-
sence of what makes this area so special during the spring and 
summer months. From peaceful lakes, exciting rivers, beautiful 
waterfalls and dense, green forests, the great outdoors is on 
display in Southeast Tennessee.
   In addition to the great outdoors, the charming towns and 
friendly people keep travelers coming back again and again and 
keeps local residents more than happy to stay at home.
   The Advocate & Democrat publishes two editions of the Ten-
nessee Mountain Traveler (Spring/Summer) and (Fall/Holiday) 
each year. Nearly 15,000 copies of this full-color magazine are 
distributed throughout Southeast Tennessee and Western North 
Carolina. For more information or to advertise in this magazine, 
please call 423-337-7101.
   This magazine can also be viewed in a digital version on the 
website at tennesseemountaintraveler.com.
   Special thanks to the Monroe County Tourism Department, 
Tennessee Overhill Association, The Daily-Post Athenian, Vickie 
Miller and Tommy Lemmonds for their help in making this issue.
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On the cover
  Tennessee Mountain Traveler 
Country is the perfect place 
for a picnic. Tommy Lem-
monds, of Sweetwater, is the 
proud owner of the blue 1955 
Ford pickup truck pictured in 
the cover photo, which was 
taken by The Advocate & 
Democrat’s Marie Millsaps. 
Lemmonds’ truck is a popular fixture in local parades throughout the 
year. Lemmonds is a member of the Sweetwater Kiwanis Club and 
is noted for his charitable work throughout the community.

Photo by Jerry Denham
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JESSICA KENT
The Advocate & Democrat

There is now a new way to explore Fort 
Loudoun and Tellico Lake. Fort Loudoun 
State Historic Area has begun renting kay-
aks and standup paddle boards. Paddles 
and life jackets are also provided.

“This gives people a whole different per-
spective of Fort Loudoun,” said Park Ranger 
Lauren Baghetti. “Typically visitors walk in 
to see the fort, but on the water, you get 
a whole different view of what it looks like 
from the other side.”

Baghetti said in talking with visitors and 
businesses, the staff at Fort Loudoun real-
ized there was a need for a rental service 
in the area.

“As far as I know, we will be the only 
ones on the lake who rent these out,” she 
said. “I definitely think this will increase our 
park visitation by offering this experience for 
our park guests.”

Fort Loudoun State Historic Area cur-
rently has eight single kayaks, two tandem 
kayaks, and two standup paddle boards 
available for renting.

“There are no advanced rentals,” said 
Baghetti. “It’s a first-come, first-serve basis.”

Rentals will be available at the Visitor’s 
Center from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. every day 
except for during Garrison Weekends and 
other special events. The cost to rent a 
(single) kayak is $20 or $30 for a tandem 
kayak. Renting a standup paddle board 
is $20. Rentals are for a three-hour mini-
mum. Additional hours are available for an 
extra fee. 

Guests must be 18 to rent a kayak or 
paddle board, but any age can operate 
them once they are rented.

“We won’t have any lifeguards on duty, 
so everyone has to sign a release of liability 
when they rent,” said Baghetti.

A kayak launch is conveniently located 
at the boat dock in a no-wake zone, making 
it easy to get in and out of the water.

“We encourage everyone to come out 
and give it a try,” said Baghetti. 

In conjunction with their new kayak and 
paddle board rental service, Fort Loudoun 
will also host programs throughout the year 
that utilize the recreational equipment.

Fort Loudoun State Historic Area is 
located at 338 Fort Loudoun Road in 
Vonore. For more information, call the park 
office at 423-420-2331 or visit the website 
at https://tnstate parks.com/parks/about/
fort-loudoun. Fort Loudoun State Historic 
Area also has a Facebook page.

A new perspective

Fort Loudoun offers kayak, paddle board rentals
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LISA MCCLUNG
General Manager of The Lost Sea & 

Region 9 Director of the 
National Caves Association

   The National Caves Association, 
which represents more than 80 
show caves in the United States, 
Bermuda and Barbados, has de-
clared June 6 as National Caves 
and Karst Day to increase aware-
ness of the roles both play in our 
lives and environment. 
   You can experience the beauty of 
caves right here in Monroe County, 
Tennessee, at The Lost Sea.
   Founded in 1965 by a small group 
of private show cave owners from 
across the United States, the Na-
tional Caves Association has been 
encouraging the public to discover 
the underground wonders of caves 
for more than 50 years. 
   To learn more about caves that 
you can visit, see the website at 
www.cavern.com  

Why caves are important
   Caves and karst make landscapes 
diverse, fascinating, and rich in resourc-
es, including the largest springs and 
most productive groundwater on Earth. 
A total of 175 different minerals occur 
in limestone caves, a few of which 
have only been found in caves. Caves 
and karst provide a unique subsurface 
habitat for rare animals.Through his-
tory people have used caves for many 
purposes.  
   Karst is a type of landscape where 
the dissolving of the bedrock has cre-
ated sinkholes, sinking streams, caves, 
springs, and other characteristic fea-
tures. Karst is associated with soluble 
rock types such as limestone, marble 
and gypsum. In general, a typical karst 
landscape forms when much of the 
water falling on the surface interacts 
with and enters the subsurface through 
cracks, fractures, and holes that have 
been dissolved into bedrock.

58 degrees of cool

National Caves and Karst Day is June 6 
Photo by Jerry Denham
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   Geological development of The Lost Sea 
Caverns is largely phreatic (below the water 
table). Evidences of standing water levels 
that have through centuries sought lower lev-
els, are apparent from the Council Chamber 
and Cascade areas right through the Keel 
Room, Grand Canyon, Spring Room and Lost 
Sea (the present level of the water table). 
This appears to follow the natural dip of the 
limestone strata.
   Caving is both mentally and physically chal-
lenging with great aesthetic attractions not 
found on the surface.
   Show-caves are tourist attractions, so they 
contribute to the local economy. Caves are 
also of considerable scientific interest and 
significance under the umbrella title of Spele-
ology, covering principally geology, hydrology, 
biology and archaeology. 

Caves to visit 
   The Lost Sea has more than 100,000 
visitors annually. These are people from all 
over the world. To think that we have some-
thing like this in our own backyard that 
interests so many people is fascinating.  
   There are many other caves around our 
area to visit. Tuckaleechee Caverns in 
Townsend, Forbidden Caverns in Sevierville, 
Ruby Falls in Chattanooga, Cumberland 
Caverns in McMinnville, Raccoon Mountain 
Caverns in Chattanooga. 

Reasons to visit a cave
   Caves are approximately 58 degrees year 
round so they feel great in the summer. You can 
learn so much about history and geology by 
visiting caves. Remember no two caves are ev-
ery alike. Studies also show that nature boosts 
our mental and physical health. You will have 
restored mental energy, improved concentration, 
sharper thinking.
   You will have fun. No matter who you are 
spending time with exploring in nature is always 
a fun thing to do especially with other people. 
   On June 6, The Lost Sea will celebrate Na-
tional Caves and Karst Day with some special 
events and special pricing. It will be an exciting, 
cool time! The Lost Sea is located between 
Madisonville and Sweetwater in Monroe County 
on New Highway 68 about 10 minutes east of 
Interstate 75. The Lost is open 363 days a year. 
Learn more at thelostsea.com

58 degrees of cool

National Caves and Karst Day is June 6 

Photo by Jerry Denham

Photo by Jerry Denham
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A new day dawning

Renovations near completion at Sequoyah Birthplace Museum
KATE CLABOUGH

Sequoyah Birthplace Museum
   
   The Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, 
located on Highway 360 in Vonore, has 
been undergoing a complete interior and 
exterior renovation. 
   The main museum building, closed since 
July 26, 2017, is slated to reopen in the 
summer of 2018. The building, which was 
originally built in 1986, has been gutted 
and the original museum exhibit removed. 
It will be replaced with a new exhibit expe-
rience highlighting the story of the famous 
Overhill Cherokee, Sequoyah. 
   Sequoyah, also known as George Gist, 
is one of the Cherokee Nation’s most 
famous citizens. He was born circa 1776 
in the historic Cherokee town of Tuske-
gee, located near where the museum 
sits today. He is the only known person 
in history to devise a complete writing 

system without first being literate in some 
language. Unlike a standard alphabet, his 
syllabary is based on the different sounds 
in the Cherokee language. 
   The new exhibit will showcase the life 
of Sequoyah and his greatest accomplish-
ment with a unique immersive experience. 
Visitors will start with a short film introduc-
ing Sequoyah and then make their way 
around the building on a self-guided tour 
to view significant time periods in his life. 
A second film will allow museum goers to 
experience Sequoyah’s 12-year journey to 
create the syllabary, which was introduced 
to the Cherokee people in 1821. 
   Another feature of the new exhibit will 
be a working 1833 acorn style print-
ing press, which will be demonstrated 
by museum staff. It is the same kind of 
press used to print the Cherokee Phoenix 
newspaper. Written in both Cherokee and 
English, it first dual language newspaper 

to be printed in the United States. The 
inaugural issue of the Tsalagi Tsu-le-
hi-sa-nu-hi, or Cherokee Phoenix, was 
printed on Feb. 21, 1828 in New Echota, 
Georgia, a former Cherokee Nation capi-
tal with the final issue being published in 
1834. The newspaper’s first editor, Elias 
Boudinot, was from a prominent Cherokee 
family. Boudinot and a missionary, Samuel 
Worcester, adapted available fonts to the 
syllabary.  
   The paper was the first dual language 
newspaper written in both Cherokee and 
English. Like its namesake, the Cherokee 
Phoenix newspaper was resurrected in 
2000 and remains in print today. 
   Sequoyah was a silversmith, blacksmith, 
soldier and statesman. He was recognized 
by the General Council of the Cherokee 
Nation “for his ingenuity in the invention of 
the Cherokee Alphabet” in 1825 with the 
presentation of a silver medal. He died in 
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A new day dawning 1843 on a trip to Mexico in search of a 
group of Cherokee who had fled during 
the removal period, but his legacy lives 
on in the gift of writing he gave to his 
people. 
   Although the main building has been 
closed, the museum gift shop, located 
in an on-site construction trailer, has 
been open throughout the renovation 
process. Visitors will find pottery, jewelry, 
T-shirts, and other gifts. There is also 
fully stocked book store featuring books 
about Sequoyah, Cherokee heritage and 
history, local history, Cherokee and local 
cookbooks, hiking, and other local and 
regional topics of interest. 
   Various buildings and sites on the 
grounds have also remained open and 
available to visitors including a dog trot 
cabin, blacksmith shop, picnic pavilion, 
and the Maxwell D. Ramsey Shoreline 
Walking Trail. About 190 sets of identi-
fied Cherokee remains were reinterred 
in a mound on the museum property. The 
face of the mound features the seven 
Cherokee clans and a map created in 
1762 by Henry Timberlake shows the 
original Cherokee settlements in the 
area. The museum has also continued to 
host events such as the Cherokee Fall 
Festival, eclipse event and Cherokee 
language classes on a limited basis. A 
fully renovated website that will coincide 
with the reopening of the building will list 
the new schedule of events, lectures and 
activities. 
   The museum buildings are owned by 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI). The property located on land that 
was once the historical, political and 
cultural center of the Cherokee people. 

Renovations near completion at Sequoyah Birthplace Museum

STORY CONTINUES ON PAGE 8
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In the 18th century, more than 75 
percent of the Nation lived in the 
Valley of the Little Tennessee River. 
The nearby historic towns of Chota, 
Tanasi, and Great Tellico served as 
capitals for more than six decades. 
The Eastern Band Cherokee His-
toric Lands Reacquisition Act was 
introduced into the U.S. House of 
Representatives by Rep. Charles 

J. Fleischmann, R-Tenn., on Jan. 
3, 2017, the first day of the 115th 
Congress. The bill will now move 
to the floor of the House for a vote 
at a later date and will return the 
property itself back to the EBCI. 
   For more information on the 
museum, visit the website http://
www.sequoyahmuseum.org/ or call 
423-884-6246.
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Celebrating 50+ Years of Adventure!

423-337-6616
Highway 68 • Sweetwater • www.thelostsea.com

Main Gift Shop open year round & additional stores can be seasonal.

Commercial Tours, 
Including Boat Rides 

Available Daily

The Super SaturdayAdventure is offered everySaturday at 1:00pmFor more info call423-337-6616 or visit our website

While
you are here

try our
Lost Sea Burger
or Hand Dipped

Ice Cream

Monroe County 
155 Grand Vista Drive, Suite 4 • Vonore, TN 37885

423-884-2400

Where people and jobs connect.

The Tennessee Career Center System is an equal opportunity employer/program; 
auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

This project is funded under an agreement with the state of Tennessee.

Hwy. 411 

Madisonville

442-2128

Come to Our Old Fashioned Cruise-In

2nd Saturday 
in April-October

Celebrating

54Years!

We want to say 
THANK YOU 
for a great 
54 years!
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   For nearly two decades 
now, Sweetwater has 
enjoyed a renaissance 
downtown with popular 
antique shopping and 
numerous events and 
festivals that have made 
the city the envy of many 
other small towns in the 
Southeast.
   Instead of waning as 
some downtowns have 
after a rebirth, Sweet-
water’s downtown re-
surgence seems to be 
catching a second wind. 
Just over a decade ago, 
Sweetwater adopted his-
toric zoning protection for 
its downtown and nearby 
residential areas. In 2013 
after completing the Ten-
nessee Downtowns pilot 
program, Sweetwater 
became a Main Street 
city, which gave the city 
new grant opportunities 
to foster and maintain 
downtown growth.
   One of the biggest 
shots in the arm for 
downtown Sweetwater 
came with the 2017 an-
nouncement of a $50,000 
Main Street grant to help 
incubate new businesses 
in the area. 

       STORY CONTINUES 

ON PAGE 12

Why don’t you take 
         me downtown?STORY AND PHOTOS BY 

TOMMY MILLSAPS
The Advocate & Democrat
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Sweet Station
  Above: Jeanette Henning, left, and her 
Sweetwater Station Bake Shop operate 
inside Kendra Moreau’s, right, Cup Runneth 
Over Coffee House.

Cup Runneth Over
  Below: Cup Runneth Over Coffee House has become a relaxing place 
for an eclectic group of customers in the newly-remodeled building.

Her Majesty Boutique
  At left: Ashley Ingram has turned what once was an on-
line business into a thriving clothing store thanks in part 
to a Main Street grant that helped her business and oth-
ers in a historic downtown building that City Hall research 
shows was once known as the Carter Brick Building.

Vittorinos
  At right: Sweetwater Main Street Coordinator 
Jane McGuire, left, and Vittorino’s owner Rosa 
Gutierrez talk inside the new Vittorino’s Restaurant 
that is bringing new life to downtown Sweetwater.
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   The grant funds 
are helping the new 
businesses get off 
the ground by off-
setting some start-
up cost such as 
leases, commercial 
equipment, adver-
tising, marketing, 
business planning, 
and signage within a 
newly-renovated 19th 
century building on 
Main Street.
   Architect Sam 
Moser purchased the 
building that was last 
used as a restaurant and art gallery be-
fore sitting vacant for several years.
   “There was something about this 
building I could not get out of my soul,” 
Moser said.
   Moser’s painstaking remodel of the 
building provided the perfect new venue 
for five businesses to locate inside the 
historic three-story structure. 
   By early this year, the building was 
ready for the businesses to move in.
   Cup Runneth Over Coffee Shop, 
owned by Kendra Moreau, Sweet Sta-
tion Bake Shop, owned by Jeanette and 
Mark Henning and Vittorino’s Restaurant, 
owned by Rosalva (Rosa) L. Gutierrez, all 
opened in early 2018.
   Her Majesty Boutique, owned by 
Ashley Ingram, was already up and run-
ning on the second floor since last fall. 
Moser himself moved his Main Street 
Studio, Architects office from another 
location on Main Street into the reno-
vated building.
   Jane McGuire oversees Sweetwater’s 
Main Street program. She is excited for 
the opportunity provided for all the busi-
nesses in the building and notes that 
there had been a shortage of restau-
rants downtown.
   “Restaurants were a gap in our down-
town area, particularly ones that serve 
throughout the evening,” McGuire said. 
“The restaurant space provides a much-
needed night life in our downtown. This 
allows the fulfillment of two long-term 

goals for our Main Street Program, which 
is encouraging businesses to stay open 
in the evenings, fostering night life and 
increasing the type of businesses desir-
able to local patrons.”
   On the first floor and left side of the 
building is Kendra Moreau’s Cup Runneth 
Over Coffee Shop. Its quiet atmosphere 
and comfortable setting have already 
made it a popular place in just a few 
short weeks. Moreau says the atmo-
sphere and providing a great setting for 
people to meet is just as important as 
the great coffee she serves.
   “The Lord called me to do this,” 
Moreau said. “I love the small-town feel.”
   Inside the coffee shop is also located 
Sweet Station Bake Shop owned by 
Jeanette and Mark Henning, who moved 
to Sweetwater from Plainfield, Ill.
   “I had worked at two different bakeries 
but I have never owned mine,” she said.
   Her husband saw Moser’s building and 
thought it would be the perfect place for 
her bakery. They found out that Moreau 
was looking for a bakery.
   “We kind of had the same vision,” Jea-
nette Henning said. “It has been a great 
match.”
   Also on the first floor on the right side 
of the building is Vittorino’s Restaurant, 
which opened in January.
   The restaurant previously was on New 
Highway 68 but has been closed for 
a year before opening in its new Main 
Street location. Its opening has also 

brought more people to downtown. The 
restaurant seats 85 people and many 
times it has been full, Gutierrez said.
   Gutierrez, who also owns a restaurant 
in Loudon, has found her niche in the 
restaurant business.
   “I love what what I am doing,” she 
said.
   She prides herself on Vittorino’s flex-
ibility. If a certain food item is not on the 
menu, Gutierrez will fix it for you.
   Ingram’s clothing store, Her Majesty 
Boutique, has been open in the building 
on the second floor for months and she 
was happy to see the other stores move 
in as they have brought more customers 
in.
   “We feed off each other,” she said.
   Ingram’s clothing store started online.
   “I really did not anticipate having a 
store front,” she said.
   But now she is in a prime and growing 
Main Street location.
   In addition to all the new activity in 
the renovated building, the Main Street 
Marketplace, an outdoor vending area, 
opened in March.
   Several vendors are renting space and 
providing more shopping and food op-
tions for locals and visitors downtown.
   Sweetwater overall is experienc-
ing tremendous economic growth while 
retaining its small town charm. A new 
study from SmartAsset ranked Sweetwa-
ter one of the 10 best places to retire in 
Tennessee.

Main Street   The Main Street Marketplace in Sweetwater is a new location for 
outdoor vendors and is welcoming more people to explore downtown.
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Come See Our

NEW Open Air Market Space
and Shop With Our Vendors!

Find us on Facebook to learn more!

www.facebook.com/
@shoplocalatmsm

Food!

Produce!

Boutiques!

Much 
More!

Be
cau

se Every Cake Deserves A Celebration

423-829-6454

• Custom Cakes
• Wedding Cakes
• Cupcakes
• Cookies
• Brownies
• Scones & more

Hollie Johnson, Owner

1038 Mulberry Street
Loudon, TN 37774

holliecakes@
holliecakesbyhollie

Find Southeast Tennessee Real Estate Listings

675 New Hwy 68, Sweetwater, TN 37874 423-337-9355
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

www.c21howe.com Search➡
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Charles Hall Museum
The Charles Hall Museum and gift shop contains more 

than 5,000 square feet of Tellico Plains area history. It con-
sists of an impressive collection of more than 200 guns, a 
large telephone equipment display that traces the telephone 
from its invention 
through several 
decades. You 
can also find 
many antiques 
that were used 
by Tellico resi-
dents over the years. The museum displays the most exten-
sive collection of historical photos of the area. The museum 
is the legacy of the late Charles Hall, whose lifelong dream 
was to share his collection with the public. For more informa-
tion, visit the website at www.charleshallmuseum.com

 

Sweetwater Valley Farm
Sweetwater Valley Farm is located between the towns 

of Philadelphia and Loudon, in the heart of Southeast 
Tennessee’s dairy-rich Sweetwater Valley. 

It is known for its agricultural vitality and progress. 
Sweetwater Valley Farm is proud to be a part of this rich farm-
ing region.

While today’s Sweetwater Valley Farm cheese is produced 
in a state-of-the-art facility, owner John Harrison has pre-
served the fine art and craft of making cheese in the tradi-
tional farmstead man-
ner in which we control 
the process from cow 
to consumer in order 
to create high-quality 
cheddar cheese.

Plan to stop by the 
farm store to see where 
the fine cheeses are 
made and to sample 
one of the award-winning cheddars. If the weather permits, 
you can go on one of the farm excursions to experience a 
working dairy farm. Work is currently underway for a robotics 
dairy facility on the fam.

Visit the new agritourism barn display, The UdderStory, an 

adventure in dairy farming and learn about the past, present, 
and future of dairying.

Sweetwater Valley Farm is located on Highway 11 on the 
southern tip of Loudon County. Interstate travelers can take 
Exit 68 and drive the short distance to Highway 11 with the 
iconic farm visible on the left just a few hundred yards from 
the intersection.

To learn more about Sweetwater Valley Farm, visit the web-
site at http://www.sweetwatervalley.com or call 865-458-9192.

Tsali Notch Vineyard
Named after an historic Cherokee leader, Tsali Notch 

Vineyard  is located in Monroe County, approximately nine 
miles off of Interstate 75, in the Tennessee Overhill Heritage 
Area on your way to the Cherohala Skyway. Take New 
Highway 68 from the I-75 toward Madisonville and turn onto 
Harrison Lane and you’ll soon be at the vineyard. 

The vineyard specializes in muscadine grapes, grown on 
more than 6,000 vines on 21 miles of trellis, covering 35 
acres of a 202-acre 
estate. The prop-
erty has an average 
elevation of 1,150 
feet and is ringed by 
sweeping mountain 
views.

Featuring a large 
party barn, a recon-
structed log building 
tasting room, and a 
recently refurbished 19th-century, two-room farmhouse chris-
tened The Jackson Lounge, Tsali Notch Vineyard is host to 
weddings, reunions, and other special events. 

During harvest season in September and October, Tsali 
welcome individuals and families to pick muscadines for their 
own juice, jelly and winemaking—or just to enjoy our offerings!

Tsali Notch Vineyard is the host of this year’s National 
Muscadine Festival on Sept. 28-29. To learn more about the 
festival, which is sponsored by the Monroe County Chamber 
of Commerce, visit the Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
nationalmuscadinefestival/. 

To learn more about Tsali Notch Vineyard, visit the web-
site at tsalinotch.com or by call 423-506-9895.

Famed local attractions
Places to explore while visiting Monroe County
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Yamaha Jet Boat Manufacturing
2000 Cobia Drive
Vonore TN 37885

423-884-6881

www.hunterbakeryandcafe.com

423-351-1098
101 E. Morris Street, Sweetwater, Tennessee 37874

In the heart of Sweetwater’s Antiques District.
Mon-Thurs: 11am-4pm • Fri-Sat: 11am-8pm

Closed Sunday

Home of the
Big Kid
Cookie!

Steaks • Seafood • Pasta • Sandwiches
Salads • Homemade Soups

at Tsali Notch Vineyard

September
28th

5:30pm-8:30pm

September
29th

9am-6pm

Crafters
&

Artisans

Muscadine
Pickin’

&
Wine & Juice

Tastings

Food Trucks & 
Specialty Treats

Follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/

nationalmuscadinefestival/
for VIP & Vendor Information

140 Harrison Road • Madisonville

(VIP Ticket Holders)
Open To The Public

Live
Entertainment

Places to explore while visiting Monroe County
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1817 Delano Road • Delano, TN 37325
Located on Highway 411 between Etowah & Benton next to Hiwassee River

423-263-0421 or 423-263-1513

The Perfect Place To 
Host All Your Events!
Equipped with Pavilion,
Gazebo, Bride’s Area for 

Weddings, Corporate 
Events, School Functions 

and Even Showers!

Catering Also Available!

Visit The Winery For A Tour 
Or Taste Featuring A Great 

Selection Of:
• Wines • Amish Products

• Sweetwater Valley Cheeses
• Butter & Morewww.savannahoakswinery.com

Live Music
on the Side Porch 
Saturdays starting 

at 11:00
Open 7 Days A Week: Mon.-Thurs. 10am-6pm; Fri. & Sat. 10am-7pm; Sun. 1pm-5pm

Free Sampling

Moonshine
Festival coming 
in September!
Check Facebook for 

Details

The Grape Escape

wines. We try to buy as much local fruit as 
we can, but sometimes we have to go out 
of state if we can’t get it here.”
   It’s appropriate, then, that the wines would 
be named after the region’s landmarks and 
geographical features. 
   “There’s the Etowah Derailer, which 
is named after Etowah and its railroad 
heritage,” Davis said. “The Ocoee Go and 
Hiwassee Red Huzzy are named after the 
rivers nearby –Hiwassee Red’s boyfriend is 
the Gee Creek Con a Suee, which is a pig.”
   You can sample these and other wines 
seven days a week in Savannah Oaks’ tast-
ing room, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays through 
Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Fridays and 
Saturdays, and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays. Or, 
you can try them during some of the unique 
events the winery hosts throughout the year 
and on its grounds, including in Savannah 
Oaks’ indoor pavilion. 
   For information, call Savannah Oaks Win-
ery at 423-263-2762 or 423-263-1513, or 
visit the website at www.savannahoakswin-
ery.com. Check out Facebook for upcoming 
events and what’s going on at Savannah 
Oaks. 

   Savannah Oaks Winery, in Delano in Polk 
County sits on a farm that has been in the 
same family since the early 1950s. 
   “We planted our first grapes in 1990 after 
a day trip to Morris Vineyard in Charleston,” 
said Betty Davis, who founded Savannah 
Oaks with her husband, Bruce. 

   “In Tennessee, everyone grew up on 
Coca-Cola and sweet tea, so most folks 
tend to like the sweeter wines, though we 
have many customers who enjoy the dries,” 
Davis added. “We grow the muscadines 
ourselves, and then we have other grape 
varietals we use to make some of the 
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For more information call 877-862-4332
www.sweetwatervalley.com

email: info@sweetwatervalley.com

Philadelphia, Tennessee

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Howe Realty & Auction Co.

675 New Hwy. 68, P.O. Box 147
Sweetwater, Tennessee 37874

423-337-9355 Office
423-836-0995 Mobile
www.c21howe.com

deborah.nokes@c21.com

Debbie Nokes
Affiliate Broker

Looking to buy or sell a home?

Let me help!

Serving Monroe, McMinn, Loudon, Blount,
and Knox Counties

3970 Highway 411
Madisonville, TN

423-442-4228

1st Place 

Best Chicken

Buffet Available Everyday

No time 

to cook?

Let us help!

Fast, Friendly
Drive Thru Service

We do Catering!

   Each April and May, tourists join local residents in celebrating 
the annual Strawberry Festival in Dayton in Rhea County, Tennes-
see. This year is the 71st Strawberry Festival and is organized 
by the Dayton Chamber of Commerce. This year’s theme is: 
Destination Strawberries...All Aboard!
   There are two weeks of activities but one of the most popular 
events for tourists is the Strawberry Parade, which will be held 
this year at 1 p.m. in downtown Day on Saturday, May 12. For a 
complete schedule, visit the website: www.daytontnchamber.org/
tnsf/, or the Facebook page at www.facebook.com/Tennessee
StrawberryFestival
   First started as a one-day festival sponsored by the Dayton 
City Lion’s Club, the festival had humble and passionate begin-
nings in 1947. Taking its name from Rhea County’s premier crop 
of the early 20th century, it was not long before it became a 
county-wide affair. Soon this festival of strawberries, sunshine 
and square dancing grew to include local attractions, bands, and 
public figures of all kinds. Grab a glass of fresh lemonade and 
some sweet strawberries, and stop by to enjoy this year’s event.

Berry fun
Rhea County’s Strawberry Festival
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Hooper Bald Trailhead
5,290 ft.
A quarter-mile hike leads to
Hooper Bald, near the site of the
old hunting preserve where
many exotic species, including
the Russian boar, were imported
by George Moore in 1908. An
information board, restrooms,
and two picnic tables are easily
accessed from the parking lot.

Santeetlah
5,390 ft.
Over a mile-high in
elevation, enjoy a
picnic (3 tables) at the
highest overlook along
the Skyway.

Shute Cove
3,550 ft.
A quiet picnic can be
enjoyed at the one
table available at this
pullover. A few steps
to the small wooden
platform presents a
beautiful view into the
valley below.

Santeetlah Gap
2,660 ft.
A bulletin board
provides
information about
the Cherohala
Skyway.

Wright Cove 4,150 ft.

Huckleberry 5,300 ft.Big Junction
5,240 ft.

Mud Gap Trailhead
4,480 ft.

State Line
(Beech Gap 4,490 ft.)

West
Rattlesnake Rock
Trailhead
4,000 ft.

Brushy Ridge
3,750 ft.
Overlooking Sassafras
Ridge and other major
ridges running south
down to the Tellico
River.

Lake View
3,360 ft.
A perfect place to
enjoy distant views of
Tellico Lake. This lake
was created from TVA
dams of the Little
Tennessee River.

Bald River Falls
Located on Forest Service Road 210, you can view
Bald River Falls without leaving your car as water
cascades over 100 feet onto the rocks below.
Further along the road you may be interested in
visiting the State operated trout hatchery.

Weather Conditions
Important to consider before traveling the Skyway. Snow
is common from mid November through mid April-
especially in the higher elevations.

Note: The Cherohala Skyway is a State maintained road,
with the amenities maintained by the US Forest Service.
For each state, please contact the appropriate Sheriffs
Department for road conditions and the appropriate
Forest Service Ranger Station for recreation information.

Cell phone coverage along the Cherohala Skyway is very sporadic.
There is a public phone at the Cherohala Skyway Visitor Center.
Above Indian Boundary there is some cell phone coverage.

Ducktown, TN

Coker Creek
Welcome Center

Information
Station
Bulletin board
welcomes visitors
with general
information about
the Skyway and
Tellico Ranger
District.

Tellico
River
950 ft.
The Tellico
River is
famous for
its trout
fishing.

Caney Branch 1,370 ft.

Tellico Ranger
Station

Haw Knob
Slopes 4,890 ft.

Whigg Cove 4,570 ft.

Eagle Gap Trailhead
3,600 ft.

Grassy Gap Trailhead
3,400 ft.

East Rattlesnake Rock 4,110 ft.

Unicoi Crest 4,470 ft.

Stratton Ridge
4,420 ft.
This is a perfect place to
stretch, enjoy a picnic
lunch (5 tables), or use
the restroom facilities. A
bulletin board provides
additional information
about the Skyway.

Obadiah
3,740 ft.
Listen carefully to
the sound of
Santeetlah Creek
far below while
enjoying the
mountain vista
offered at this
scenic overlook.

Hooper Cove
3,100 ft.
This open area with a
view into the Santeetlah
Creek drainage offers a
perfect spot for a picnic
lunch (four tables).

Spirit Ridge
4,950 ft.
Take a leisurely stroll
(about 3/10th of a mile)
along an easy grade
through a northern
hardwood forest to a
fabulous vista overlooking
the Byway and a seemingly
endless range of mountains.
The trail is accessible for
the physically challenged
and two picnic tables are
easily accessed from the
parking lot.

Horse Cove
Campground

Rattler Ford Group
Campground
(By reservation through
the Cheoah Ranger
Station)

To Robbinsville
and the Cheoah
Ranger Station
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Sweetwater

Madisonville

Monroe Co.
Visitor Center
at Sweetwater

Charles Hall
Museum

Cherohala Skyway
Visitor Center
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Oosterneck Creek
1,045 ft.
Overlook and boating takeout
on the Tellico River. When the
water is up, the Tellico River,
with it’s Class III, IV, V, rapids,
is quite a challenge for
canoeists and kayakers.

Turkey Creek
2,630 ft.
Overlook with 3 picnic tables and
Restroom. Beautiful view from the
Appalachians over the Tennessee
River Valley. Tellico Plains can be
seen in the distance.

Indian Boundary Campground
Just off the scenic Skyway on Forest Service Road 345.
Offering 100 campsites as well as day use picnicking,
swimming and biking. Open April-September. Reservations are
recommended. Call the Tellico Ranger Station or the Cherohala
Skyway Visitor Center for information.

Tellico River
920 ft.
The Tellico River has
been the scene of
human occupation for
12,000 years. For much
of this time it was the
domain of Native
Americans. From at
least 1650 AD, the
Cherokee Indians
resided here.
After the Cherokee
Removal in 1838, the
area was opened for
Euro-American
settlement. Tellico,
“tel-li--quo” means
“plains” in Cherokee.

The wilderness areas
surrounding the Cherohala
Skyway are beautiful and
alluring, but not necessarily
suited for everyone to explore.
As a visitor to wilderness, you
should be aware that you are
entering a primitive environment.
You will face the challenge of
being entirely self-sufficient–no
trail signs, no restrooms, no
water spigots. Some people may just rather drive by, enjoy the
view, and visit more developed trails and recreation areas.

Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest
In 1936, an extraordinary 3,800 acres of “one of the few
remaining tracts of virgin hardwood in the Appalachians” was
set aside as a memorial forest in
honor of Joyce Kilmer. Kilmer, a poet,
journalist, and World War I soldier
killed in action, is best remembered
for his poem, “Trees.” This impres-
sive forest contains some of the
finest timber grown in these moun-
tains with many huge trees over 20
feet around the base and more than
a hundred feet high. A 2-mile loop
trail winds beneath the towering trees
and through a forest carpeted by a
rich variety of wildflowers, ferns, and
moss-covered logs from the fallen giants. The Memorial
Forest, also part of the Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock
Wilderness, can only be seen on foot.

64

41
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I-75

11

411

Cherohala Skyway Visitor Center
225 Cherohala Skyway
Tellico Plains, TN 37385
423-253-8010

Coker Creek Welcome Center
12197 New Hwy 68
Coker Creek, TN 37314
423-261-2286

North Carolina Emergency Information

Nantahala National Forest
Cheoah Ranger Station
Rt. 1, Box 16-A
Robbinsville, NC 28771
(828) 479-6431

Sheriffs Department
Graham County, NC     (828) 479-3352

Tennessee Emergency Information

Cherokee National Forest
Tellico Ranger Station
250 Ranger Station Road
Tellico Plains, TN 37385
(423) 253-8400

Sheriffs Department
Monroe County, TN     (423) 442-3911
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If you enjoy the fresh air and serenity of 
being in the outdoors, Southeast Tennessee 
has some of the best hiking trails that the 
United States has to offer. 

Hiwassee River
Spectacular forested hillsides and river 

valleys compliment the beauty of the 
Hiwassee River Gorge. Hike along scenic 
Hiwassee River on the John Muir National 
Recreation Trail #152, which is also part 
of the Benton MacKaye Trail. Try a short 
out-and-back hike from one of the trail-
heads or plan a back-country trip along 
this 20.7-mile trail. Trailheads are located 
at Big Bend, Childers Creek and at the 
end of Forest Road 108. Quinn Springs 
Recreation Area is located off Highway 30 
near the river, where site amenities include 
tables, fire rings, showers and water. Gee 
Creek State Park is on the northern bank 
of the Hiwassee River and offers campsites 
with tables, fire rings, showers and drinking 
water. Lost Creek Campground, located off 
Forest Road 103, provides a more remote 

experience with tables and fire rings, but no 
showers or drinking water.

Tellico River
Nearly 30,000 acres of remote back-

country surround the Tellico and North River 
corridors. The Benton MacKaye Trail offers 
hiking opportunities and multiple trails con-
nect the Cherohala Skyway with Tellico 
River Road. Indian Boundary Recreation 
Area boasts trail #129, an easy and popu-
lar 3.2-mile hike/bike trail skirting the edge 
of the lake. For a longer hike, try the six-
mile Sycamore Creek Trail #163, a section 
of the Benton MacKaye Trail. 

Access the trail at Pheasant Fields on 
Tellico River Road. For up close views of 
the river, travel along the Tellico River Road 
(Forest Road 210). Stop to admire the 
area’s best known waterfall, 90-foot Bald 
River Falls. If you are looking for a destina-
tion campground, try Indian Boundary. It has 
more than 90 campsites equipped with fire 
rings, picnic tables, lantern posts and elec-
trical hook-ups, with easy access to drinking 

water, showers, flush toilet facilities and an 
on-site dump station. 

 Coker Creek
Hike Coker Creek Falls Trail #183, a 

scenic 3.2-mile trek along the gorge in 
Coker Creek. View a series of deep, clear 
pools followed by cascading, stair step falls. 
Access the trail by Forest Road 2138 off 
County Road 22, or as a spur off John Muir 
National Recreation Trail #152.

Starr Mountain
Starr Mountain is popular for horse 

riding and camping with nearly 20 miles 
of trails and a number of roads avail-
able for riding. Lost Corral Campground 
& Trailhead provides the easiest access 
to the area. This area also features Gee 
Creek Wilderness and the Gee Creek Trail 
#191 trail that only gets more challeng-
ing the further you hike. Access is located 
near the Hiwassee River and state-man-
aged Gee Creek Campground, just off 
Highway 411.

Take a hike
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Take a hike Big Frog Mountain
Managed as a black bear reserve, 

Big Frog Mountain Recreation Zone is a 
destination for backpacking, day-hiking 
and hunting. The area offers about 35 
miles of backcountry trails, some of 
which climb more than 4,000 feet. Hike 
Big Frog Trail #64 to the top of Big Frog 
Mountain. The steep climb tops out at 
more than 4,000 feet elevation. Several 
trailheads give access to the Big Frog 
trail. This trail is part of the long dis-
tance to Benton MacKaye Trail. Tent 
camping is available at three camp-
grounds. Jacks River is across the road 
from the confluence of the Jacks and 
Conasauga Rivers. Tumbling Creek is 
within walking distance of Ocoee Lake. 
Sylco Campground is near the Big Frog 
Wilderness boundary. 

For more information about 
the different hiking 

destinations in Tennessee 
Mountain Traveler Country, 

visit the Monroe County 
Tourism website at www.

monroecountytourism.com, 
or call 1-800-245-5428 

or 423-253-8010.
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Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 9 a.m. - 11 p.m.; Closed Sunday

916 Hwy. 411 N.
Etowah, TN

(423) 781-7268

https://www.facebook.com/harryswineandliquor

• Great Service
• New Spring and Summer Specials Available

• Large Selection of High Quality and Domestic Beers
• Conveniently Located Across From Hardee’s

BEER | WINE | SPIRITS

Let our friendly and knowledgeable staff help you find your favorite
beer, wine and spirits or recommend something new for you!

BEST PRICES IN TOWN 
ON WINE & LIQUOR!

We Will Beat Any
Price Advertised

or With A Receipt!

Loyalty Program
& Gift Cards
Available!*Harry’s Wine & Liquor may not sell at any price

that would be contrary to state law Now Selling Cigars & Cigarettes!

109 Morris Street
Sweetwater, TN

HOURS
 Tuesday - Saturday 11am-4pm

We have classes in 
acrylics, oils,

watercolor, drawing, 
photography and
jewelry making. 

Call to schedule your 
next art class!

423-337-7400

Gallery On Main

Check Out: Tsali Notch Juices & Jellies!
Surrounded by majestic mountain 

views and lush greenery in 
Madisonville, Tennessee, Tsali 

Notch is a vineyard specializing
in  Muscadine grapes which 

include, Noble-Dark,
Carlos-Bronze,  Doreen-Bronze, 

Magnolia-Bronze and
Sterling-Bronze.

 Family Restaurant. Family Priced.
Restaurant & General Store

Home Cooked Buffet 
Soups • Salads • Meats 
Vegetables • Desserts

Full Menu Available. Breakfast All Day.

423.337.5825
I-75 Exit 62 

576 Oakland Rd. • Sweetwater, TN

Open Daily at 6:00 am

Come eat and shop!
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100 College Street • Madisonville

423-442-3304

Full Service
Family Owned Restaurant

•Buffets
•Full Menu Available

25  Years  Experience 
Catering

Newly
Remodeled!

Shop the World Gifts 

Beautiful, handmade, Fair Trade  

Items from 45 countries 

3230 Highway 411 North    Englewood, TN 37329                     Open 10am—5pm Mon-Sat      423.887.5048 

jewelry         scarves          clothes          nativities          home décor 

 baskets          purses          garden items          musical instruments  
DO GOOD 
FEEL GOOD 
SHOP FAIR TRADE 

WagonMaster Ranch

WAGONMASTER RANCH FUN
PARK & GEM MINE

828-494-9521
MURPHY, NC

WagonMasterRanch.com

Fun Park & Gem Mine
Boat Tours & Cabins

Event Venue
View Lots For Sale
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the Red, White and Blue
Parade of Flags
   The annual Ken White Memorial Parade of 
Flags in Madisonville runs from Flag Day in 
June until the end of July each year. 
   The Parade of Flags is one of the most 
anticipated events  in all of Monroe County 
each summer. 
   Madisonville, located in the center of Mon-
roe County, is the county seat and is easily 
accessible by Highway 68 and Highway 411. 
Madisonville comes alive with red, white and 
blue during this patriotic celebration. 
   This Parade of Flags event memorializes 
Americans, either in the military or any citizen, 
by flying an American Flag for six weeks dur-
ing the summer. 
   There is an opening ceremony usually on 
Flag Day and then the flags are flown on the 
yard of the historic Courthouse and Madison-
ville City Hall. Each flag and pole, along with 
an identifying name plaque, is available for 

purchase from the Downtown Association. 
   For information, call Linda Hensley at 295-
4151 or City Hall at 442-9416 and ask for 
Parade of Flags information. 
   The event is a cooperative effort of the 
Downtown Madisonville Association, Monroe 
County and the City of Madisonville. 

Celebration of the Flag
   To commemorate Memorial Day, Flag Day 
and Independence Day in June and July, the 
Town of Tellico Plains is planning a Celebra-
tion of the Flag display from May 25 to July 8. 
The Tellico Plains Kiwanis Club organizes this 
annual display.
   Last year, the town’s Celebration of the Flag 
displayed 175 flags. The Kiwanis Club hopes 
to make this year’s display even bigger, mak-
ing the town a sea of red, white and blue.
   Proceeds from Tellico Plains Kiwanis Club 

fundraisers go to support non-profit organiza-
tions or projects in the community that serve 
children. The Dance on the Square in July is 
also a major fundraiser for the club.
   For more information, call Joyce at 423-
253-6530 or Kent at 865-603-5368.

Brought to you courtesy of
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THE TOWN OF 
TELLICO PLAINS, TN

Welcome!
From the Citizens of Tellico Plains

Come & See!

Recreation, hunting, fishing, swimming, camping, kayaking, 
canoeing, picnicking or just a leisure drive across the Skyway. 

Enjoy street dancing at our 4th of July Celebration. 
If you can’t find it in Tellico Plains, it can’t be found!!!

“Getaway to the Cherokee National Forest 
& The Cherohala Skyway”

The Small Town with the Big Back Yard
Charbroiled ChiCken 

burgers

hand Cut steaks

Pizza

Est. 1987

902 Tellico Street
Madisonville, TN
Next to Wal-Mart

423-442-2222
bertshometowngrill.com

Bert’s
Hometown Grill
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   Each year more than two million people visit the 
Cherokee National Forest. There are four scenic rivers in 
the Tennessee Overhill Region (Monroe, Polk, McMinn 
counties) that visitors won’t want to miss: the Ocoee, 
Conasauga, Hiwassee and Tellico Rivers. 

For more information about spring and summer fun and 
things to do and see in the Overhill area, visit the website 
at www.tennesseeoverhill.com.

Ocoee River
The Ocoee River, with its Class III-IV whitewater rapids, draws 

more than 300,000 visitors each year for rafting, kayaking, camping, 
hiking, and mountain biking. Experienced kayakers and canoeists 
love the Ocoee, but novices can experience the whitewater too. 
Commercial rafting companies provide expert guides to allow the 
most inexperienced person to scream down the Ocoee and believe 
they did it themselves. There is an age limit - youngsters must be 12 
years of age or older.

The Ocoee Whitewater Center, built for the 1996 Olympic 
Whitewater Competition, is perched on the banks of the Ocoee 
River near Ducktown in Polk County. The Olympic Race Course is 
open for commercial rafting on scheduled days. The Tanasi 

Mountain Biking Trail System starts there too, with more than 30 
miles of biking trails that appeal to families as well as seasoned rid-
ers. The Whitewater Center is also the site of what locals call the 
“Blue Holes.” These are pools of water that families enjoy for wad-
ing, dipping, and snorkeling.

   Getting There: The Ocoee River Recreation Area lies along U.S. 
Highway 64 between Ducktown and Ocoee.

Conasauga River
Located just a few miles south of the Ocoee River, the 

Conasauga is a crystal clear river surrounded by the Cherokee 
National Forest. Snorkelers can view tropical colored fish, schools 
of freshwater drum (some up to 10 pounds) and thousands of 
other fish at a designated fish viewing area. The great variety, col-
ors and number of fish in the Conasauga River amaze even those 
who have snorkeled on marine coral reefs. According to visitor 
information distributed by the Cherokee National Forest Service, at 
least 39 species of fish have been identified in the viewing site 
and the number of species found in the Conasauga is higher than 
the entire Columbia River System. The fish are present year round 
in large numbers but the best time to see them at peak color is 
during late April through June, when no rain has fallen for several 

JUST AROUND THE RIVER BEND...
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days.  The water temperature in 
late spring is in the 60s, therefore 
it is recommended that visitors wear 
a wet suit for warmth, flotation and 
protection from the rocks.  The water 
temperature in July begins to reach 70 degrees 
and temperatures reaching more than 80 
degrees occur in August. A snorkel, mask and 
water shoes are also recommended. Visit www.
wildlifeviewingareas.com for detailed directions 
to the viewing site.

   Getting There: Located off Forest 
Service Road 221, south of Ocoee on U.S. 
Highway 411 just before Conasauga.

 

Tellico River
Just 30 minutes from the Hiwassee River is 

the pristine Tellico River, located just outside of 
the quaint town of Tellico Plains. The river is 
surrounded by 30,000 acres of remote back-
country where the river rises from the Unicoi Mountain 
Range near the Tennessee/North Carolina state line 
and flows down a mountain gorge before it reach-
es the town.  

The river is popular for kayakers when the 
water levels rise to Class III-IV rapids after a 
rainfall. For others, the river provides opportu-
nities for swimming, picnicking, fishing, hiking, backpacking 
and wildlife viewing.  

The Tellico River is nationally recognized as a premier trout 
stream, renowned for brook, brown and rainbow trout.  The trout 
are stocked by the Tennessee Wildlife Resource Agency (TWRA) 
and are raised at the Pheasant Field fish rearing pools, which are 
open to the public and are located at the end of Tellico River Road 

(Forest Service Road 210). The road is a also a favorite for 
photographers and people who enjoy scenic drives. Bald 
River Falls, a nearly 100-foot waterfall, is also located on the 
Tellico River.

   Getting There: From Tellico Plains, follow State Highway 
165 (East) to Forest Service Road 210. The road follows 
the river.

Hiwassee River
An alternative to the fast-moving water of the Ocoee 

River is the Scenic Hiwassee River, located about 6 miles 
north of the Ocoee. Ninety percent of the area around the 
river is surrounded by mountains, forested hill sides and 
pastoral river bottoms. Perhaps this is why the Cherokee 
Indians named the river Hiwassee meaning “a meadow 
place at the foot of the hills.” This wide river, which is part 
of the Tennessee Scenic River System, offers visitors an 
exceptional and peaceful setting for canoeing, kayaking, 
camping, hiking and fishing. The river is classed as pri-

marily Class I (moving water with small waves and few 
obstructions) with some Class II (easy rapids with wide, clear 

channels, some maneuvering required). Certain sections are con-
sidered Class III (rapids with high waves capable of swamping an 

open canoe, requires complex maneuvering).  Local businesses 
rent rafts, funyaks and tubes. 

The river is known for excellent fishing where anglers try 
their hand at catching large-mouth bass, yellow perch, catfish, 
and brown and rainbow trout. There is no fee for fishing on 

the river, but state fishing rules do apply.  Some parking areas 
along the river require a parking fee. Commercial fly fishing guide 
services are available.

   Getting There: The Hiwassee Scenic River is accessible from U.S. 
Highway 411 and  State Highway 30 (East) between Benton and 
Etowah.
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Locally Owned and Operated

We’re simply here to serve you.

3926 Hwy 411  • Madisonville, TN
(past KFC on left)

423-442-5900

Restaurant
2021 Highway 411 • Vonore, TN 37885

423-884-6673
www.countrysiderestaurant.com

Home of
“All-You-Can-
Eat Fish”

Stop In Today For 
A Great Meal!

ALL PRICES UNDER $50
TEL: 423.884.2340
FAX: 423.884.6793

www.volfs.com

200 Deer Trace
Drive

P.O. Box 117
Vonore, TN 37885
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Smok 'N' BonZ BBQ 

1245 Hwy 411 • Vonore, TN
(In Derby Downs Shopping Center)

423-884-3044
Catering • Drive Thru • Family Pack Specials

Best BBQ Around!

Monday - Saturday 
11am - 9pm

ALCOA TENN FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

www.atfcu.com

BETTER Rates, BETTER Service, BETTER Join

Other Area Offices at:

“Come visit the best
credit union in

Monroe County and
open an account!”

Tonya Fell, Branch ManagerALCOA TENN FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

www.atfcu.com

BETTER Rates, BETTER Service, BETTER Join

Other Area Offices at:
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People are often drawn to Southeast 
Tennessee to explore the beautiful 
natural landscapes of the Tennessee 
Overhill region, a three-county area 
that includes the southern half of the 
Cherokee National Forest. 

One of the major outdoor attrac-
tions in this area is the many natural 
waterfalls located throughout the for-
est. There are more than 60 waterfalls 
ranging from five feet to 130 feet high. 
A few of the most popular waterfalls are 
as follows:

Benton Falls
Located in the Chilhowee Recreation 

Area, Benton Falls is a 65-foot water-
fall cascading down step-like rocks. 

The 3-mile 
round-trip hike 
is rated easy/
moderate. From 
Ocoee Scenic 
Byway (Highway 
64), take Forest 
Service Road 
77 to Chilhowee 
Recreation Area 
($3 day use fee). 

Coker Creek Falls
Forty-five foot Coker Creek Falls with a 

series of waterfalls/cascades ranging from 
eight feet to 
20 feet high 
is a kayaker’s 
and photogra-
pher’s favor-
ite. Stop at 
Coker Creek 
Welcome Center/Post Office on Highway 68 to 
get directions. The hike is around 3 miles but 
you don’t need to make the entire trip to see a 
waterfall. The hike is rated easy/moderate. 

Turtletown Falls
Turtletown Falls is 40 feet high and flows 

over a large ledge then separates into two 
falls. A bonus waterfall, Lower Turtletown 
Falls, may be 
seen if you 
hike a little 
further down-
stream from 
the main falls. 
On Highway 
68, turn at Farner Post Office, cross the rail-
road and turn left on Duggan Road, bear left 
on Farner Road entrance to the falls, Forest 

Service Road 1166, is the first road on the 
right. Follow the dirt road for 1.5 miles down 
to the fall’s parking lot. The trail is three 
miles roundtrip and rated easy/moderate.

Bald River Falls
 The spectacular 90-foot Bald River 

Falls can be seen from the bridge on 
Forest Service Road 210 (a paved road 
just a few miles from Tellico Plains). Have 
your camera handy--a photo from the 
bridge with the falls behind you will be one 
of your trip’s favorites. 

Fall Branch Falls
Fall Branch Falls is an 80-foot waterfall 

located off of 
the Cherohala 
Skyway 
(Highway 
165). At the 
Rattlesnake 
Rock park-
ing area, 
hike about 100 feet (take the left fork) 
to the Fall Branch Trail 87. Once at the 
falls, follow the creek downstream to see 
cascades. The roundtrip is about a 3-mile 
moderate hike. 

Bald River Falls

Fall in Love

with our falls

For more information, call 877-510-5765 
or visit the Cherokee National Forest 
website www.fs.usda.gov/cherokee. 
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www.visitsweetwater.com

Shop. Dine. Play.
Whether you spend an hour or the whole day in
Historic Downtown Sweetwater, we are sure you
will enjoy discovering all that we have to offer 
and will find yourself returning to our wonderful
town again and again!

WELCOME TO MONROE COUNTY

A Great 
Place to 

Work & Live

MONROE COUNTY 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Bryan S. Hall, Director 
103 College Street South, Suite 6

Madisonville, TN 37354
423-442-3652   Mobile: 423-337-1027

Email: bryan.hall@monroetn.com
www.monroeeconomicdevelopment.com

STEAKS • CHICKEN
 BABY BACK RIBS • PASTA

SALADS • SANDWICHES
HAND DIPPED ICE CREAM

SUBS • MILK SHAKES

4500 US-411 • Madisonville, TN
(Across from Walmart in the Sloan Center)

423-545-9049
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May 12-13
National Train Day in Niota

   Celebrate Niota’s train heritage with 
events at both Niota Elementary School 
and the Historic Train Depot downtown, the 
oldest standing train depot in the state. 
Model train clubs, train enthusiasts and 
vendors will be in Niota for this event. For 
more information, visit the Facebook page.

May 17-20
Highway 11 Yard Sale

   This annual yard sale in the middle 
of May each year draws thousands of 
bargain hunters up and down Highway 11 
with Sweeetwater in Monroe County and 
Niota in McMinn County being hot spots 
for yard sale vendors who set up from 
dawn to dusk. For more information, visit 
the website at us11antiquealley.com/

May 19-20
Garrison Weekend at Fort Loudoun 

   Garrison Weekend is a time when the 
daily lives of the men, women and chil-
dren of Fort Loudoun are recreated for 
the public. On these days, park visitors 
will find living history re-enactors in 18th 
Century costume with a variety of dem-
onstrations. For more information, visit 
fortloudoun.com.

June 1-2
Etowah Annual Custom Car Show 
and Street Rod

   The Etowah Annual Custom Car Show 
and Street Rod will be held on June 1-2 
at the L&N Depot Grounds. Friday night 
will be a cruise in and Saturday’s event 
will be held from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For 
more information, call 423-572-0999.

June 6
National Caves Day

   The National Caves Association has 
declared June 6 to be a National Caves and 
Karst Day as a way of increasing awareness 
of the roles caves play in our environment. 
The event will be celebrated locally by The 
Lost Sea. See pages 4-5 for more information.

June 9
Cherohala Challenge

   The Smoky Mountain Wheelman Club will 
hold the annual Cherohala Challenge on Sat-
urday, June 9. The event offers four distinctive 
bicycle rides—35 miles, 53 miles, 62 miles 
and 115 miles—for a variety of skill levels. 
For more information or to register, visit www.
smwbikeclub.org/cherohala-challenge/.

Athens Chamber Benefit

   The 12th annual Athens Chamber of Com-
merce Benefit will feature former NFL and 
Major League baseball great Bo Jackson as 
the guest speaker at 6 p.m. on June 9 at Mc-
Minn County High School. For more informa-
tion, call 423-745-0334. You can order tickets 
online at http://www.athenschamber.org.
Past speakers have ranged from Alabama 
head football coach Nick Saban to Peyton 
Manning.

June 30
Dance on the Square in Tellico

   Join the Tellico Plains Kiwanis Club for a 
night of family fun, children’s activities, music 
and dancing in Town Square on Saturday, 
June 30. The event is the main fundraiser for 
the organization and all proceeds will be put 
into projects or programs for the children in 
the Tellico Plains area. Like the Kiwanis Club’s 
page on Facebook for updated information as 
the date gets closer.

July 4
Old-Fashioned Fourth of July 
Celebration in Etowah

   The City of Etowah will hold its Old Fash-
ioned Fourth of July Celebration all day on 
July 4 at the L&N Depot. For more informa-
tion, call 423-263-2228.

Independence Day Celebration in 
Sweetwater

   Join the City of Sweetwater in the historic 
downtown for the annual Independence Day 
Celebration. The day will begin at 7:30 a.m. 
with a 5K road race, followed by the 4th annu-
al kids fun run, The Duck Park Dash, for chil-
dren 12 and under (kids run is free). A parade 
will be held at 3 p.m., and will kick off the rest 
of the activities. There will be a kids zone with 
inflatables, live music, vendors, food, dancing 
in the streets with Salt and Light Studios, and 
a spectacular fireworks show by Pyro Shows 
at dark. Free admission. Vendors can sign up 
at www.sweetwatertn.net. For more informa-
tion visit the City of Sweetwater Tennessee 
Government page on Facebook.

Madisonville’s Fourth of July 
Celebration 

   Madisonville celebrates Independence Day 
at Kefauver Park in a patriotic way including 
vendors, entertainment, and fireworks at dusk.

Fourth of July in Vonore

   The Town of Vonore invites everyone to 
their Fourth of July Celebration. The event will 
start out with a parade through town followed 
by music in the park with food and craft ven-
dors. At dark, First Baptist Church will sponsor 
fireworks over the lake. For more information, 
please contact the City of Vonore at 423-
884-6211.

Calendar of Events

CALENDAR CONTINUES ON PAGE 34

Upcoming events in and near Monroe County
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8511 State Highway 73 • Townsend, TN 37882

Trailhead Steak  & Trout House
7839 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy•  Townsend, TN 37882

Riverstone Lodge 
& Restaurant

Riverstone Lodge 
& Restaurant

For years, historic Riverstone Lodge has been offering its guests 
comfortable accomodations amid the peaceful, natural

surroundings of  Townsend, TN - the “Quiet side of the Smokies.” Riverstone Family Restaurant is conveniently located
right here on the grounds, serving Great Food & Great

Service.....just a few steps away from your room.
Because the Lodge is conveniently located only 18 

miles from Gatlinburg in one direction and only 
15 miles from Pigeon Forge in another direction, 

guests can enjoy a relaxing getaway in the heart of 
the Smokies with easy access to area attractions. To 

make your stay even more exciting, Riverstone is 
less than a mile from the Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park & 8 miles from Cades Cove.

Open Monday - Friday 6 a.m.; Saturday 8 a.m.

Open Daily
11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Open Monday - Saturday 
11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Vittorino’s Cucina

111 Main Street • Sweetwater, TN 37874

4439 Hwy 411 • Madisonville, TN

(423) 545-8244

FOOD FOR MIND
AND BODY
EAT IN, TO GO,

MEAL PREP & CATERING

Breakfast, Lunch,
Bakery & Smoothies

Keto, LowCarb, Paleo,
& Vegan Available

All Products Gluten Free

Fitstop Fitstophealth

Upcoming events in and near Monroe County



34 |  Tennessee Mountain Traveler, Spring & Summer 2018 

More upcoming events
July 16-20
Junior Ranger Camp

   The Fort Loudoun Junior Ranger Camp 
program offers children a fresh look at the 
world around them, inspiring a love of nature 
and the outdoors. These summer sessions 
provide a hands-on opportunity for exploring 
and learning about the natural world through 
an array of fun and creative activities. For 
more information or to learn how to register, 
contact the park office at 423-420-2331. 

July 27-29
Ocoee River Jam

   The Ocoee River Jame is an annual signa-
ture music festival held in Ocoee, Tennessee, 
for the purpose of raising overall awareness 
of the many unique features found within the 
region, encourage community participation, 
increase tourism revenues, and to support lo-
cal artisans of diverse genres, with proceeds 
from the event distributed to local area youth 
organization. See updated information and 
directions on the website at http://ocoee
riverjam.com

August 5
Sequoyah Remembrance Day

   The Sequoyah Birthplace Museum will have 
Cherokee artisans on hand to demonstrate 
their skills and art during a celebration of 
remembrance of Sequoyah, the man who 
gave the Cherokee people their own written 
language. Visit the website at www.sequoyah-
museum.org/ for more information.

August 7
National Night Out

   On the first Tuesday in August each sum-
mer, the Sweetwater Police Department hosts 
its crime awareness event called National 
Night Out at the Recreation Park. Free swim-
ming, food and many other treats and games 

highlight this event from 6-9 p.m. The commu-
nity-based event draws thousands each year 
and promotes safety just as school begins.

August 11-12
Garrison Weekend at Fort Loudoun 

   Garrison Weekend is a time when the daily 
lives of the men, women and children of Fort 
Loudoun are recreated for the public. On 
these days, park visitors will find living history 
re-enactors in 18th Century costume with a 
variety of demonstrations. For more informa-
tion, visit fortloudoun.com.

September 1
Balloon Fiesta 

   The annual Balloon Fiesta, sponsored by 
Monroe Life Magazine, will be held Labor Day 
weekend at Sequoyah Birthplace Museum in 
Vonore. Enjoy balloon rides, live music, food, 
games, a kid’s zone, and more while support-
ing CASA Monroe. The finale each night will 
be a balloon glow at dusk set to music with 
at least 20 colorful hot air balloons. For more 
information, visit the Facebook page: Monroe 
Life Magazine’s Balloon Fiesta.

September 8
Duck Drop in Vonore

   The Town of Vonore will hold its third annual 
Duck Drop on Sept. 8. Festivities will include 
a children’s beauty pageant, a 5K race, food, 
activities for all ages and, of course, the duck 
drop. Proceeds will go towards the Veterans 
Memorial Park. More details TBA. Call City 
Hall at 423-884-6211.

September 8-9
Cherokee Fall Festival

   The Sequoyah Birthplace Museum will hold 
its 27th Annual Cherokee Fall Festival on 
Sept. 9-10. Visitors will have the opportunity 
to step back in time to experience Native 

American food, Cherokee arts and crafts 
demonstrations, music and dance. Visit the 
website at www.sequoyahmuseum.org for 
more information.

September 28-29
National Muscadine Festival

   The Monroe County Chamber of Com-
merce, in conjunction with Tsali Notch Vine-
yard, will host the National Muscadine Festival 
on Sept. 28-29 at Tsali Notch Vineyard, 
located between Madisonville and Sweet-
water off Highway 68. The weekend festival 
features wine and juice tastings, muscadine 
pickin’, live music, a craft market, food trucks, 
speciality tasty treats and a kids’ fair. Friday 
night is a VIP pass holder event from 5:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The gates will open to the 
public on Saturday at 9 a.m. and the festival 
will continue until 6 p.m. For more informa-
tion, contact the Chamber of Commerce 
at 423-442-4588, visit the website at www.
monroecountychamber.org, or email info@
monroecountychamber.org

September 29
Fried Pickle Festival 

   “You’re a Big Dill” when Madisonville 
Church of God presents the 2nd Annual 
Fried Pickle Festival on Saturday, Sept. 29 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the church, located 
at 3895 New Highway 68 in Madisonville. 
Admission is free. This is a pet and family-
friendly event. The festival showcases music, 
games, inflatables, children’s activities, a 
pickle juice drinking contest, the Mr. and Miss 
Pickle Contest, arts and crafts, vendors, food 
and of course, fried pickles! Proceeds from 
the event benefit Undaunted Youth. For more 
information, email friedpicklefestival@yahoo.
com or visit the Facebook event page: 2018 
Fried Pickle Festival Presented by Madison-
ville Church of God
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STACKSFATFAT

4915 New Highway 68, Suite B • Madisonville

423-545-9540
411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road • Sweetwater

423-337-3686
Visit our new restaurant in Loudon located at

500 Grove Street • 865-657-6544

You asked for it!
Catfish Friday 4 p.m.-9 p.m. - $8.25

1st - Best Burgers

1st - Best French Fries

1st - Best Sandwiches

Now offering Blue Plate Lunch Specials
Monday - Friday

Meat & 2 Vegetables - $6.99

Fat Hat’s Grill
Serious Burgers

Fat Hat’s Grill
Serious Burgers

1st - Best Breakfast

 The Charles Hall Museum, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit foundation governed by a board of 
directors, exists to preserve regional, Appalachian, and American history with an emphasis 
on the Tellico Plains area. Showcased in two museum buildings are over 6,000 artifacts and 
thousands of historical pictures and documents either displayed or archived. Among the 
items displayed are Native American tools, arrowheads, beads and jewelry, 300 firearms 
and swords, over 250 antique telephones, coins and currency ranging from the 1/2 cent to 
the $10,000.00 gold certificate, a 120 piece Confederate money collection that includes the 
1 cent coin to the $500.00 bill, a moonshine still, local mill stones, a 1934 Plymouth restored 
automobile, a 22 Model T Ford telephone repair truck, and so much more.

Museum Hours:
 Open 7 Days Per Week: Mon.-Sun. 10am-5pm

Admission: FREE (Donations appreciated)

A Museum of American History

229 Cherohala Skyway 
Tellico Plains, TN 37385

423-253-8000 • 423-253-2111
www.charleshallmuseum.com

E-mail: charleshallmuseum@hotmail.com
and Gif t  Shop &

Cherohala  Biker Gear

Cherohala Skyway Festival • October 27
(www.skyway-festival.com)

Phone: 423-442-8638 
Fax: 423-442-8641

4930-D New Highway 68
Madisonville, TN 37354

email: judy@skywaytitle.com

Serving Your Real Estate Needs

We offer Title Documents, Real Estate 
Closings, Abstract and Title Insurance.

It will be a pleasure to serve you!
Locally owned & operated with over 35 years experience.

Judy Thacker - Owner

Serving Monroe County and East Tennessee with 
excellent service in all of your real estate needs.

Bargain Hunters 
Welcome!

Gently Used Books 
New Books

Buy • Sell • Trade
Audio Books • Local Interest

108 Scott Street 
Old Downtown Tellico Plains

www.tellicobookshelf.com

423-253-3183

Open Tuesday - Saturday
10am to 5pm

Closed Sunday & Monday
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