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Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. ; Sun. 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Special:
One Topping Full Pan Pizza with 

Endless Salad Bowls & Drinks
$21.00

916 Highway 411 S., Vonore

423-884-3620

CHEROHALA SKYWAY
VISITOR CENTER

Open Monday-Sunday 9:00-5:00
Winter Hours: (Jan.-Feb.): 

Fri.-Sat. 9:00-5:00 & Sunday 1:00-5:00

225 Cherohala Skyway • Tellico Plains

423-253-8010
• Friendly Folks
• Current Skyway & National Forest Information
• Ample Free and Paved Parking
• Outdoor Picnic Facilities
• Super Clean Bathrooms
• A Modern “Not-For-Profi t” Gift Shop

Center owned and operated by Monroe County, Tennessee
www.cherohala.org

The Offi cial Website of  Cherohala Skyway

Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 9 a.m. - 11 p.m.; Closed Sunday

916 Hwy. 411 N.
Etowah, TN

(423) 781-7268

https://www.facebook.com/harryswineandliquor

• Great Service
• New Spring and Summer Specials Available

• Large Selection of High Quality and Domestic Beers
• Conveniently Located Across From Hardee’s

BEER | WINE | SPIRITS

Let our friendly and knowledgeable staff help you find your favorite
beer, wine and spirits or recommend something new for you!

BEST PRICES IN TOWN 
ON WINE & LIQUOR!

We Will Beat Any
Price Advertised

or With A Receipt!

Loyalty Program
& Gift Cards
Available!*Harry’s Wine & Liquor may not sell at any price

that would be contrary to state law Now Selling Cigars & Cigarettes!
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Warm weather has arrived in Tennessee Mountain Traveler 
Country.

It is time to enjoy the great scenery and fun events of this unique 
area.   

The Tennessee Mountain Traveler magazine captures the 
essence of what makes this area so special in spring and summer. 
Take a spin on a Scenic Byway, enjoy fishing and boating in our 
lake and rivers. Shop the beautiful downtowns and enjoy meeting 
the friendly people. Camp and hike in the Cherokee National 
Forest or one of our many other scenic locations or mountain 
trails.

This summer, there is a once-in-a-lifetime event, the Aug. 21 
total solar eclipse that is featured in this magazine.

The Monroe County Advocate & Democrat and The Daily 
Post-Athenian are proud to produce the Tennessee Mountain 
Traveler magazine three times a year. This full-color tourism 
magazine is distributed to almost 15,000 tourists in Southeast 
Tennessee and Western North Carolina.

The next issue will be our Fall Edition followed by our Holiday 
Edition. If you have a great story idea or need more information 
about this publication, email Tommy Millsaps at
editor@advocateanddemocrat.com or call 423-337-7101.

See us on the web at www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com.
To advertise in the region’s best tourism magazine, 

call 423-337-7101.
Special thanks to the Monroe County Tourism Department, 

Tennessee Overhill Association, Key Advertising, Inc. and the 
many others for their help making this publication possible.
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On the cover:
On Monday, Aug. 21, 2017, residents and 
visitors to Central East Tennessee will have 
one of the very best views of a total solar 
eclipse anywhere.  At around 2:30 p.m.,        
a total eclipse will be visible for just under 2 
minutes and 40 seconds.

NASA Image
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according to nasa, the last 
time most Americans experienced a total 
solar eclipse was 1991 and that was in 
Hawaii. 

The last total eclipse viewable from the 
U.S. mainland was in 1979.

But this summer, more than 500 million 
people will be able to observe the Aug. 
21, 2017 total solar eclipse, in partial 
or total form: 391 million in the U.S., 
35 million in Canada, and 119 million 
in Mexico (plus Central America and 
parts of South America and northwestern 
Europe). 

Residents and visitors to Central East 
Tennessee will have one of the very best 
views that day anywhere, experiencing a 
total eclipse for just under 2 minutes and 
40 second that afternoon. 
By the time the eclipse occurs, East 
Tennessee communities like Sweetwater, 

Madisonville and Tellico Plains in 
Monroe County and other communities 
in nearby McMinn, Rhea County and 
perhaps more will have spent months 
planning festivals and events to celebrate 
the rare occurrence.

What is a solar eclipse?
An eclipse occurs when the moon 

passes between the sun and the Earth. A 
partial eclipse occurs when part of the sun 
is still viewable. A total eclipse occurs 
when the moon completely blocks out the 
sun for a short period of time.

On Monday, Aug. 21, the moon 
will pass in between the Earth and sun  
causing a 70-mile swath where the sun 
will totally be blocked out.  The path of 
totality passes through the Northwest 
section of the United States into the heart 

of the nation before passing through 
Central East Tennessee and passing into 
South Carolina and into the Atlantic 
Ocean.

The eclipse will begin around 1:30 
p.m. in East Tennessee with the peak 
total blockage of the sun occuring just 
after 2:30. The entire event will last until 
around 3:30 that day.

Safely viewing the eclipse 
When it comes to safely enjoying the 

total solar eclipse on Aug. 21, education 
is key, according to Paul Lewis, director 
of Space Outreach for the University of 
Tennessee.

But without the proper viewing glasses, 
you can severely damage your eyes by 
looking at the sun when it is not totally 
blocked out by the moon. Regular sun 

A once in a lifetime event-
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Solar eclipse 2017!

glasses will not protect your eyes from 
severe damage.

“The big thing is safety, safety, safety to 
the 10th,” Lewis said.

NASA’s website https://eclipse2017.
nasa.gov/safety speaks directly about 
safely viewing the eclipse.

The only safe way to look directly at 
the un-eclipsed or partially eclipsed sun 
is through special-purpose solar filters, 
such as eclipse glasses or handheld solar 
viewers. Homemade filters or ordinary 
sunglasses, even very dark ones, are not 
safe for looking at the sun. Eclipse glasses 
must meet the ISO 12312-2 international 
standard for such products. Even most 
welding glasses will not be dark enough, 
Lewis said.

Here are some helpful viewing tips 
shared by Lewis and NASA:

• Always inspect your solar filter before 
use; if scratched or damaged, discard it. 
Read and follow any instructions printed 
on or packaged with the filter. Always 
supervise children using solar filters.

• Stand still and cover your eyes with 
your eclipse glasses or solar viewer 
before looking up at the bright sun. After 
glancing at the sun, turn away and remove 
your filter — do not remove it while 
looking at the sun.

• Do not look at the un-eclipsed or 
partially eclipsed sun through an unfiltered 
camera, telescope, binoculars, or other 
optical device. Similarly, do not look at 
the sun through a camera, a telescope, 
binoculars, or any other optical device 
while using your eclipse glasses or hand-
held solar viewer — the concentrated solar 
rays will damage the filter and enter your 
eye(s), causing serious injury. Seek expert 
advice from an astronomer before using 
a solar filter with a camera, a telescope, 
binoculars, or any other optical device.

• If you are within the path of totality, 
remove your solar filter only when the 
moon completely covers the sun’s bright 
face and it suddenly gets quite dark. 
Experience totality, then, as soon as the 
bright sun begins to reappear, replace your 
solar viewer to glance at the remaining 
partial phases.

An alternative method for safe viewing 
of the partially eclipsed sun is pinhole 
projection. For example, cross the 
outstretched, slightly open fingers of one 
hand over the outstretched, slightly open 
fingers of the other. With your back to 
the sun, look at your hands’ shadow on 
the ground. The little spaces between 
your fingers will project a grid of small 

images on the ground, showing the sun as 
a crescent during the partial phases of the 
eclipse.

Sweetwater Eclipse Festival 
Sweetwater, with its 2 minutes and 37 

seconds of eclipse totality viewing and 
easy access off of Interstate 75, will be 
a popular location for eclipse viewing. 
The city began being contacted more 
than a year ago from people from all over 
the world saying they would come to 
Sweetwater to see the event.

Sweetwater will host a festival 
downtown that day from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
with vendors, music, dancing, kids 
activities and more.  The partial eclipse 
will start around 1:30 p.m. and the totality 
will begin just after 2:30 p.m.  The eclipse 
will finish around 3:30 p.m.  

It is expected that thousands of people 
will be in Monroe County the weekend 
before the eclipse and their presence will 
provide local businesses with a unique 
opportunity to profit from this historic 
event. The Advocate & Democrat is a 
newspaper media sponsor for the festival 
and will produce a special section to 
highlight the eclipse and showcase area 
businesses for all the visitors.

Viewing the eclipse at Tsali Notch will also be available.

http://totalsolareclipseathenstn.com/

Photo by: Jerry Denham Photography
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The street lights will be turned off 
downtown to keep from interfering with 
the viewing of the event. Visitors will also 
be encouraged to drive a few miles east to 
Tsali Notch Vineyard, 140 Harrison Road, 
for the actual viewing of the eclipse that 
day.

To learn more about the eclipse visit 
www.eclipse2017.org/ and for more 
local information, visit the website 
made by teacher Rodney Bibee and his 
Sweetwater High students at https://www.
sweetwatereclipse.com  or go on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/experience
the2017eclipse/?ref=bookmarks.

You can go to Sweetwater’s eclipse 
website to buy eclipse merchandise and 
viewing glasses.

Eclipse events in 
Tellico Plains

The Charles Hall Museum, along with 
the Cherohala Skyway Visitor Center 
and the town of Tellico Plains, will host 
Standing in the Shadow of the Moon 
#TotalityinTellico, a three-day celebration 
of the Great American Solar Eclipse on 
Aug. 19-21.

Experience a small-town welcome 
as you enjoy the solar eclipse in Tellico 
Plains, which is at the centerline of the 
path of totality with an eclipse viewing 
that will last a full 2 minutes and 38 
seconds on Monday, Aug. 21.

“As a museum of local, regional and 
American history, we are enthusiastic to 
host events for this incredible historic 
solar eclipse,” said Pam Hall Mathews. 
“It is always such a pleasure to promote 

our area with our neighbors at the Visitor 
Center, the local Kiwanis Club, and the 
Town of Tellico Plains.”

All events inside and outside of the 
Charles Hall Museum and Cherohala 
Skyway Visitor Center are free to the 
public. Extra parking to view the eclipse 
will also be available for a small fee in 
the field behind the Tellico Plains Public 
Library and the Visitor Center.

On Saturday, Aug. 19, from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m., the Charles Hall Museum will show 
star-themed movies and TV shows inside 
its building, as well as an astronomy 
presentation.

Outside from noon to 9 p.m., the 
SongFarmers of Tellico Plains will host 
their Harvest Celebration on the grounds 
of the museum and the garden area.

Groups of musicians and singers will 
play and sing “front porch” songs and 
tunes. All ages are invited to either listen 
or bring an acoustic instrument and join 
in. There will also be a free workshop on 
“How to Jam.”

At one point that weekend, the Charles 
Hall Museum and the Smoky Mountain 
Astronomy Club will host a Starry Night 
in Tellico Plains: The Milky Way Star 
Party.

As part of this event, there will be live 
music, snacks, and star gazing. From 
dusk to midnight, members of the Smoky 
Mountain Astronomy Club will have 
telescopes in the field near the garden spot 
and will allow people to gaze through the 
telescopes as they point out the marvels of 
the night skies.

On Sunday, the day prior to the eclipse, 
the museum will continue with some 
music on the grounds and star-themed 

movies inside the museum.
On Monday, Aug. 21, the real fun 

begins. In what organizers have deemed 
Standing in the Shadow of the Moon, 
guests are invited to bring drinks and lawn 
chairs and join the town for the countdown 
to the eclipse. From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
the museum will once again play space-
themed movies and TV shows and an 
astronomy presentation. From 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m., food will be available for purchase 
on the grounds. In addition, from 10 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m., there will be live music by 
local musicians.

Beginning at 12:30 p.m., McKee 
Promotions will DJ the event with 
star-themed music.

Using the public address (PA) system, 
astronomy members will describe the 
details of the skies beginning an hour 
before the eclipse.

Eclipse eyeglasses will soon be for sale, 
in addition to T-shirts designed for the 
Tellico event.

All event details are subject to change as 
planning progresses, said Mathews.

For more information, email 
charleshallmuseum@hotmail.com, call 
423-253-2111 or visit charleshallmuseum.
org.

The City of Madisonville, which also 
will have 2 minutes and 38 seconds of 
eclipse totality, is in the early planning 
stages of having an eclipse event at 
Houston Park downtown, the site of the 
new Madisonville Public Library.

The plans for eclipse events are fluid 
and evolving so check back regularly at 
our website at advocateanddemocrat.com 
and the festival websites listed above for 
the latest updates.                              
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Celebrating 50+ Years of Adventure!

423-337-6616
Highway 68 • Sweetwater • www.thelostsea.com

Main Gift Shop open year round & additional stores can be seasonal.

Commercial Tours, 
Including Boat Rides 

Available Daily

The Super SaturdayAdventure is offered everySaturday at 1:00pmFor more info call423-337-6616 or visit our website

Visit our restaurant 
and try our

Lost Sea Burger
and Hand Dipped

Ice Cream
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 One Time Construction Perm Closing
 Land or Lot Loans
 Fixed Rate Home Equity Loans
 Quick and Easy Closings
 43 years of Local Decisions & Servicing

 WWW.VOLFED.COM

Looking to Buy or Build?
Come see one of our Mortgage Loan Specialist Today!
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also known as wild leeks, ramps 
are spring onions that are native to the eastern North 
American mountains. They are often found growing in 
patches in rich, moist forest areas above 3,000 feet in 
elevation.

According to community members, ramps start 
growing when the trees are still bare, but the minute 
the canopy of trees develop, the sunlight is blocked and 
the ramps stop developing. As one of the first plants to 
emerge in the spring, ramps were traditionally consumed 
as the season’s first “greens.” These plants with 
their onion taste and strong garlic-like aroma are only 
available briefly though, disappearing by summer. 
Capitalizing on the short availability of ramps, the 
Ballplay Ruritan Club will be hosting the Seventh 
Annual Ramp Festival on Saturday, April 22, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Friends Meeting of Ballplay 
Fellowship Hall and grounds. The event is the 
biggest fundraiser of the year for the Ruritan Club and 
proceeds from the event will help the organization with 
community projects.

The Ballplay Ruritan Club was chartered on Aug. 28, 
2008, and is made up of members who are dedicated to 
giving of themselves through helping their community 
become a better place. Some of the projects taken 
on by the club have been the Neighborhood Watch 
Program, helping provide scholarships for students going 
to college or anyone in a vocational program, sponsoring 
Girl Scouts, sponsoring Keep Monroe County Beautiful, 
helping neighbors built needed projects, providing 
CPR classes, making Christmas baskets for needy 
families, supporting local public services (law 
enforcement, fire and rescue, etc.) and more.

The Ramp Festival features a variety of family 
activities, live music, vendors and local community 
organizations.

Vendors are invited to set up booths to sell their own 
crafts or manufactured items. A 12x12 space is $10 in 
advance or $15 the day of the event, if a vendor arrives 
before 9 a.m. Community or non-profit organizations are 
also welcome and are not charged for a vendor space. 
The grounds open at 8 a.m. and vendors must be set up 
before the start of the event. To reserve a vendor spot, 
call 423-295-2755 for more information.

It is the ramps, however, that draw a crowd. The ramp 
dinner will be served from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and includes 
ramps, fried potatoes, pinto beans, corn bread, bacon, 
scrambled eggs, a drink and a dessert. A meal ticket for 
an adult is $10 and children ages 12 and under can eat 
for $5. A child-friendly meal of a hotdog and chips will 
also be available, if desired.

The festival will be held rain or shine. Parking and 
admission is free. Friends Meeting of Ballplay is located 
at 157 Ballplay School Road in Tellico Plains, just a half 
mile west of the intersection of state Highway 360 and 
Ball Play Road.

Keep up with festival updates on the event page on 
Facebook by searching for Ballplay Ruritan Ramp 
Festival 2017. For more information about the festival, 
call 423-295-2433.

The Ballplay Rurians meet on the fourth Monday 
of every month at 6:30 p.m. for dinner and a club 
meeting at the Friends Meeting of Ballplay Fellowship 
Hall. Community members are welcome to join. 
Officers for the Ballplay Ruritan Club are as follows: 
President Joe Leta, Vice President Charles Kirkland, 
Secretary Sue Leta, and Treasurer Kim Schleuter.   

People in the Ballplay 
community of Tellico 

Plains are ready to“ramp”
up spring activities



10     tennesseemountaintraveler.com    sPrinG & summer 2017

Also Featuring:
• Everyday & Fine China, Juliska, Skyros, TAG, Wedgwood, and More

• Fine Linens and Paper Products for Your Table
• Customized Wedding & Party Invitations • Wedding & Baby Registry

• Crabtree and Evelyn, NEST, Archipelago, Lollia • Children’s Books & Toys

423.745.2642
11 North Jackson | Athens, Tennessee | www.shopgreeks.com

Greeks
Bearing Gifts
...the fine gift shop of AthensG Since 1996

Hours: Tues. – Fri (10am-5pm)
Saturday (10am-4pm)
Closed: Sunday – Monday

Admission: $5 Adults
$3 Sr/Students

Museum Members: Free

522 W. Madison Ave.
Athens, TN 37303

423.745.0329

www.livingheritagemuseum.com

Guild Room

Holds up to 125Discover over 10,000 artifacts

Heritage School & 
Special Events

offered on Saturdays!

Temporary exhibits
quarterly!

Self-guided tours daily!

Beautiful
rental space!

Adventurous, Educational and more!
3 levels, 30 exhibits and over 10,000 artifacts to explore

McMinn County Living Heritage Museum
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headliners for this summer’s 
“sounds of summer” series include:

• June 3 - Dexter Thomas Band.
• June 10 - Reliance Bluegrass Band.
• June 17 - Sonic Fusion.
• June 24 - Ascension Band.
• July 1 - Kinslee Melhorn.
• July 8 - Dreams of Kings.
• July 15 - Joe Lasher, Jr.
• July 22 - September Song.
• July 29 - The Crew.
• Aug. 5 - Hot Nights, Cool Jazz with Will Boyd and Kelle Jolly.
• Aug. 12 - Old Millennial.
• Aug. 19 - Calling Glory.
• Aug. 26 - MendingWall.

athens’ popular free outdoor concert series, 
“Sounds of Summer,” kicks off its 2017 season Saturday, 
June 3.

Each concert in the 13-week series will be held at the 
Market Park Pavilion in Downtown Athens at 7 p.m. each 
evening.

The series features a different performer or group 
playing various genres from country to funk and 
everything in between each week.

Admission is not charged, though patrons are 
encouraged to bring their own lawn chairs.

Updated information about this year’s “Sounds of 
Summer” concert series can be found in The Daily 
Post-Athenian and on the series’ Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/SOSAthensTN. For more information, 
contact “Sounds of Summer” organizer Tim Hughes 
at tim@thramb.com

                                                                                 

 
athens’ Free outdoor concert 

series set To start in June
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 Family Restaurant. Family Priced.
Restaurant & General Store

Home Cooked Buffet 
Soups • Salads • Meats 
Vegetables • Desserts

Full Menu Available. Breakfast All Day.

423.337.5825
I-75 Exit 62 

576 Oakland Rd. • Sweetwater, TN

Open Daily at 6:00 am

Come eat and shop!

109 Morris Street • Sweetwater, TN
HOURS

 Tuesday - Friday 11am-4pm
Saturday  10:30am-5pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

We have classes in acrylics, oils, pastels, colored pencil & graphite, 
drawing, photography, mosaics and jewelry making. 

Call to schedule your 
next art class!

423-337-7400

Gallery On Main

Check Out: Tsali Notch Tasting Room!
Surrounded by majestic mountain 

views and lush greenery in 
Madisonville, Tennessee, Tsali 

Notch is a vineyard specializing
in  Muscadine grapes which 

include, Noble-Dark,
Carlos-Bronze,  Doreen-Bronze, 

Magnolia-Bronze and
Sterling-Bronze.

8511 State Highway 73 • Townsend, TN 37882

Trailhead Steak  & Trout House
7839 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy•  Townsend, TN 37882

Riverstone Lodge 
& Restaurant

Riverstone Lodge 
& Restaurant

For years, historic Riverstone Lodge has been offering its guests 
comfortable accomodations amid the peaceful, natural

surroundings of  Townsend, TN - the “Quiet side of the Smokies.” Riverstone Family Restaurant is conveniently located
right here on the grounds, serving Great Food & Great

Service.....just a few steps away from your room.
Because the Lodge is conveniently located only 18 

miles from Gatlinburg in one direction and only 
15 miles from Pigeon Forge in another direction, 

guests can enjoy a relaxing getaway in the heart of 
the Smokies with easy access to area attractions. To 

make your stay even more exciting, Riverstone is 
less than a mile from the Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park & 8 miles from Cades Cove.
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The 2017 Tennessee strawberry Festival in 
Rhea County will mark the festival’s 70th year of existence and 
organizers are prepared to celebrate the milestone with the 2017 
theme of “Birthday Berries.” 
This year’s festival will begin on Saturday, April 29, with the 
Strawberry Pageant, which will be held at 10 a.m. at Rhea County 
High School in Evensville. Festivities resume on Monday, May 8, 
with Family Fun Night at 6 p.m. at Pendergrass Park in Dayton. 
Festival organizers said that in case of rain, Family Fun Night will 
be moved to the Rhea County Community Center (RC3).

On Tuesday, May 9, the carnival will open at 6 p.m., and will 
open every evening at that time until Saturday, May 13. The 
carnival is located near the Rhea County Welcome Center and the 
Dayton Farmers Market in downtown Dayton.

On Wednesday, May 10, entertainment at Centennial Park 
begins at 5 p.m. along with Strawberry Shortcake Night. At 6 p.m. 
that same evening, Paint the Town Pottery will be hosting this 
year’s Pie and Cake Contest at 6 p.m.

Festivities continue on Thursday, May 11, when the Dayton Art 
League Fine Arts Show opens up at the Rhea County Courthouse 
at 9 a.m. and will reopen throughout the festival. Also on 

Thursday, May 11, food and craft vendors will arrive and set up 
shop on the Courthouse lawn. 
Friday, May 12, kicks off a weekend full of entertainment in 
downtown Dayton with food and craft vendors in full operation 
and entertainment on the Centennial Park stage throughout the 
weekend. The annual Cruise-In will also be held on Friday, 
May 12, and begins at 5 p.m. along Market Street in Dayton. At 
6:30 p.m., festival organizers will hold their annual Tennessee 
Strawberry Festival Charity Auction inside the historic 
Courthouse.

Festivities kick off early on Saturday, May 13, with the Ed 
Gentry Memorial Run/Walk at 7 a.m. and the Dayton Rotary Club 
Pancake Breakfast at the courthouse, also at 7 a.m.

At 9 a.m. on Saturday, May 13, the children’s area on the 
Courthouse lawn will open and will remain open until dark. 
Gospel music will also be performed throughout the day on the 
stage adjacent to the Rhea County Courthouse.

At 1 p.m., the Tennessee Strawberry Festival Parade will march 
down Market Street with longtime Dayton Rotary Club Member 
and The Herald-News’ Business Manager Diane Emens serving 
as the grand marshal for the big event.                                    

By Reed Johnson  •  The Rhea County Herald-News 
70Years of Strawberrys

in Rhea County
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after years of holding the event in 
Madisonville each spring, Relay For Life is moving to 
the county’s largest city.

This year’s Relay For Life is scheduled for Friday, 
May 5, from 4 p.m. to midnight at its new location - the 
Sweetwater Recreation Park, just across from Brown 
Intermediate School where the popular Night Out is held 
annually.

“We are very excited about this venue,” said Jennifer 
Collins with Monroe County’s Relay For Life.

Relay For Life is a family-oriented event featuring 
entertainment, games, food and activities for all ages - 
all for a good cause.

This year’s theme is Disney - Wish Upon a Cure. The 
annual Relay For Life event raises thousands of dollars 
for the American Cancer Society’s mission of saving 
lives from cancer.

Team fundraising efforts are heavily relied upon and 
make all the difference.

If you have not registered your team for this year’s 

event or would like to join a team, visit the event 
website at www.relayforlife.org/monroetn to sign up. 
Monthly planning meetings are held leading up to the 
May 5 event.

“It is never too late to start a team,” said Collins. 
“Please help us spread the word and get more teams 
involved.”

Luminaries and Torch of Hope sales have begun for 
this year’s event. At 10 p.m. that night, all participants 
will share in a special luminary ceremony to remember 
individuals who have been affected by cancer. When 
night falls and the lights are shut off, the site can only 
be seen by the flames from the luminaries that are lit in 
honor or memory of loved ones. This ceremony is a time 
to remember.

Luminaries are $10 for white, $25 for silver and $50 
for gold. Purple caregiver luminaries, which recognize 
caregivers, are also available for $20. The Torch of 
Hope is an addition to this ceremony and is available for 
a minimum of a $100 donation. The torch will be yours 

Monroe County’s Relay For Life is 
coming to a new venue this year ...
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to keep after the Relay For Life event.
The deadline to purchase a luminary or a Torch of 

Hope is April 28. These can be purchased from any 
Relay For Life team.

There are also sponsorship opportunities for the 
event, ranging from $125 to $2,500. If you’re interested 
in becoming a sponsor, you can get more information 
from any Relay For Life team or by emailing: angela.
mathis@cancer.org.

The Advocate & Democrat’s team, Advocates for 
a Cure, also has forms available for sponsorships, 
luminaries, Torches of Hope and more at our office, 
located at 609 Sweetwater-Vonore Road in Sweetwater.

Advocates for a Cure has decided to take a Pirates 
of the Caribbean approach to this year’s theme. The 
newspaper’s team is currently selling T-shirts that say, 
“Pirates of a Cure-ibbean” to raise money for Relay 
For Life. All proceeds from the shirt sales will go to the 
cause.

This is perfect timing as the latest installment of the 

Pirates of a Caribbean movie franchise - Dead Men Tell 
No Tales—is set to hit theaters on May 26.

The first order of T-shirts should be back at our 
office later next week. T-shirts are $13 for sizes small 
through extra large, or $15 for sizes 2-3XL. Shirts can 
be purchased at The Advocate & Democrat office. The 
Advocate & Democrat will also have shirts for sell at a 
couple of events leading up to Relay For Life, including 
the Ballplay Ruritan Club’s annual Ramp Festival and 
our April 8 Relay For Life Yard Sale.

As part of a special contest, if you purchase a Pirates 
of the Cure-ibbean shirt from us and bring it or wear it to 
the Relay For Life event on May 5 and stop by our tent 
site, you will be entered to win a prize pack. The prize 
pack is sponsored by Athens Movie Palace and includes 
a pack of four tickets to see the Dead Men Tell No Tales 
and a family combo from the theater’s concession stand 
(two large drinks and a large popcorn with free refills).

For more information about Pirates of a Cure-ibbean 
T-shirts, call 423-337-7101.                                    

Wish Upon A Cure, is a Disney theme being used this year.
Relay For Life is a family-oriented event featuring entertainment, 
games, food and activities for all ages.



Monroe County has three 
of the most unique tourism 
attractions anywhere in the Fort 
Loudoun State Historic Area, 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum and 
The Lost Sea. 
 

      Fort Loudoun State Historic Area
Fort Loudoun, located on Highway 

360 in Vonore, is a reconstruction of the 
original fort, in service from 

1756-1760. The original site was buried 
17 feet below the reconstruction to 
preserve it when the Tennessee Valley 
Authority closed Tellico Dam on the Little 
Tennessee River in 1979.

Fort Loudoun was originally constructed 
during the French and Indian War (1754-
1763) to counter the threat of French 
activity in the Mississippi Valley. The 
fort was also ideally located to ensure 
continued trade between the Cherokee and 
South Carolina and to strengthen relations 
between the British and the Overhill 

Cherokee Nation. Unfortunately, it was the 
deterioration of that relationship that led to 
the surrender of the fort. In August 1760, 
the Cherokee captured Fort Loudoun and 
its garrison.

Fort Loudoun routinely returns to life 
with dedicated staff and re-enactors on 
garrison, or reenactment, weekends. 
Garrison Weekend is a time when the 
daily lives of the men, women and children 
of Fort Loudoun are recreated for the 
public. On these days, park visitors will 
find living history re-enactors in costume 

The Lost Sea, Fort Loudoun, Sequoyah Birthplace
 
Our history comes alive!

16     tennesseemountaintraveler.com    sPrinG & summer 2017



at the Fort. Visitors can view an 18th 
century infirmary, the soldiers’ barracks, 
the commanders quarters, blacksmith shop 
and a Cherokee encampment.

For more information, call Fort 
Loudoun State Historic Area at 
423-884-6217 or visit the website at 
www.fortloudoun.com. 
 

       Sequoyah Birthplace Museum

The Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, 
located on Highway 360 near Fort 
Loudoun State Historic Area, is owned 
and operated by the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians. Its mission is to 
promote appreciation of the history 
and culture of the Cherokee Indians in 
Eastern Tennessee, particularly the life 
and contributions of Sequoyah.

Born more than 200 years ago, 
Sequoyah created a writing system that, 
within months of its introduction, enabled 
thousands of Cherokee to read and write 
in their own language.

The museum features video, electronic 
displays and exhibits from periods of 
Cherokee occupation of the Tennessee 

Overhill area. A gift shop is also located 
inside the museum. 
Sequoyah is also home to a Cherokee 
burial site, an open-air amphitheater, a 
reconstruction of Sequoyah’s blacksmith 
shop, a shoreline trail, a boat dock 
and picnic tables.

For more information, call 423-884-6246 
or visit www.sequoyahmuseum.org. 
 

                      The Lost Sea

America’s largest underground lake 
and one of the region’s most popular 
attractions, The Lost Sea, celebrated 50 
years as a public attraction in 2015.

The Lost Sea, located on New Highway 
68 just outside of Sweetwater, is a must 
see if you are in Tennessee Mountain 
Traveler Country.

Caves are cool, literally. The 
temperature at The Lost Sea is a constant 
58 degrees so in the summer it is cool but 
in the winter when it is really cold outside 
it feels nice and warm inside.

This is probably a good reason that the 
Indians used the cave many years ago.

Not only was the cave used by the 

Cherokee Indians, but at one time it was 
actually owned by a Cherokee chief by 
the name of Chief Craighead. There is so 
much history within the caverns at The 
Lost Sea. Because of some of this history 
The Lost Sea has been named a Civil War 
Trail Marker.

The overnight Wild Cave Tour has 
also been something that has grown in 
popularity. The Wild Cave Tour started 
in the late 1970s and has become a major 
part of The Lost Sea. The Wild Cave Tour 
involves a three to four-hour caving tour 
and then an opportunity to spend the night 
in the cave after the tour.

Cavern tours at The Lost Sea are open 
every day but Christmas Day. The hours 
vary with the season. Several other gift 
shops are open seasonally including 
the Glass Blower, Sweet Shop, Cavern 
Kitchen Restaurant and the General Store 
where you can purchase dirt and pan for 
gemstones. You can also plan your next 
birthday party at The Lost Sea. Several 
options are available.

Please visit the website at 
www.thelostsea.com or call for additional 
information 423-337-6616.               
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Locally Owned and Operated

We’re simply here to serve you.

3926 Hwy 411  • Madisonville, TN
(past KFC on left)

423-442-5900
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Serene. Private. Peaceful. 
Beautiful. Custom made. 
Unique. Elegant. Magical.

All of these words can be used to describe 
the soon-to-open Hiwassee River Weddings 
and Events.

Hiwassee River Weddings and Events 
sits on a 19-acre peninsula bordered on 
three sides by water with 1,300 feet on the 
Hiwassee River. It is located on Moss Road 
in Delano right past the Mennonite Farm, 
just off of Highway 411 between Etowah and 
Benton. 

Bill Collins, of Sweetwater, and his family 
bought the property in 2006 for recreation 
purposes.

“I was just going to put a little cabin down 
there on stilts for weekends,” he said.

Collins and his family are fans of the great 
outdoors.

“I’ve hunted and fished all over East 
Tennessee,” he said. “My family, 30 plus, 
would all gather at the river to picnic and 
camp for the weekend a few times a year. 
I’ve visited all the rivers around, but when I 
walked down here and explored it for the first 
time, it was the prettiest piece of property I 
had ever seen.”

After buying the property, Collins started 
tinkering around with an Alaskan sawmill, 
which later grew to a Woodmiser sawmill.

“I didn’t want to leave this place,” he said.
In 2010, Collins’ nephew was married on 

the property with a tent and chairs on the side 
of the river.

“Total strangers came up to me after telling 
me I should rent it out for weddings,” said 
Collins. “Six years later, we decided to go 
for it. With my sawmill and cutting the wood 
and seeing how pretty it was, I realized what 
I could build.”

And, build is exactly what Collins did. 
With the help of some local craftsmen and 
professionals, he put his vision for the 
property on paper and then created it from 
the ground up.

“I’ve not thrown it together,” he explained. 
“It’s a passion. I work down here every day 
along with local professionals, and we put 
our minds together and make things. I’ve 
taken great love in putting it together and it’s 
worked out really great.”

The 5,660-square-foot event center that 
now sits on the property was built using 
timbers cut off the land with Collins’ 
sawmill.

“It looks like a river castle,” said Collins. 
“All of it is sustainable and built from the 
land. It’s very elegant with massive custom 
metalwork all over it. It’s pretty cool.”

The magical setting provides a one-of-a-kind 
venue in Southeast Tennesse. Because of 

Come Explore 

Hiwassee River 

Weddings and 

Events Venue

Come Explore 

Hiwassee River 

Weddings and 

Events Venue

By Jessica Kent
The Advocate & Democrat

Photo: Nelya Photos, nelya.net
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the uniqueness and beauty of the timber event 
center and its location, Collins is already filling 
the calendar with brides and grooms booking 
for weddings. And, Hiwassee River Weddings 
and Events doesn’t even officially open until 
May.

“Three brides contacted me yesterday and 
one this morning already,” said Collins. “It’s 
really something. Girls come out here to view 
it and they start crying. They grab their dad and 
stand there in awe; They say to me, ‘Look I’ve 
got goosebumps.’”

The massive timber event center is heated 
and air conditioned, huge custom patio doors 
that lead to a patio overlooking the river, and a 
timber staircase outside that lead down to the 
lower river where there is a wedding deck. The 
event center is features the latest technology 
with dimmable LED lights, it is WiFi enabled, 
and has custom designs from the bottom up. 

“It is quite a sight,” said Collins.
The inside of the event center features a 

caterers’ room, a groom’s room, both men and 
women’s restrooms, a grand entrance, a bridal 
room, and a large grand event area.

Collins even has a list of preferred vendors 
and photographers to suggest to people who 
book the event center.

The timber event center isn’t limited to 
weddings, however.

“This could be a destination for corporate 
events as well,” he said. “You could have your 
meeting, have lunch catered in and then have 
some great team building fun on the river. The 
event center could be used for a variety of 
parties and functions.”

Eventually, Collins would like to add cabins 
along the river so people using the event center 
for bridal parties, families, or corporate events 
could stay on the property.

“That’s Phase II,” he said.
With more than 2,500 followers on 

Instagram, Hiwassee River Weddings and 
Events is making a name for itself before it 
even holds its first event. 

“There’s nothing like this on the river,” said 
Collins. “It provides a state park like setting. 
It’s a pretty magical place. It’s funny, when 
brides come to tour the venue, they just don’t 
want to leave and I feel exactly the same way.”

Collins said he is excited for this new 
adventure.

“My family and I have been blessed from 
God with this land and the talented craftsman 
that have helped me build my vision,” he said.

To schedule an appointment to view 
Hiwassee River Weddings and Events, contact 
Collins at 423-836-6681.

Their website is hiwasseeriveweddings.com. 
You can also keep up with Hiwassee River 
Weddings and Events on their Facebook page 
Hiwassee River Weddings, or on 
Instagram @hiwasseeriverweddingsandevents.

                                                                

Right: Bill Collins opens the 
doors to the timber event 
center.

Photo by: Jason Arnold

Photo: Nelya Photos, nelya.net
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 The Charles Hall Museum, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit foundation governed by a board of 
directors, exists to preserve regional, Appalachian, and American history with an emphasis 
on the Tellico Plains area. Showcased in two museum buildings are over 6,000 artifacts and 
thousands of historical pictures and documents either displayed or archived. Among the 
items displayed are Native American tools, arrowheads, beads and jewelry, 300 firearms 
and swords, over 250 antique telephones, coins and currency ranging from the 1/2 cent to 
the $10,000.00 gold certificate, a 120 piece Confederate money collection that includes the 
1 cent coin to the $500.00 bill, a moonshine still, local mill stones, a 1934 Plymouth restored 
automobile, a 22 Model T Ford telephone repair truck, and so much more.

Museum Hours:
 Open 7 Days Per Week: Mon.-Sun. 10am-5pm

Admission: FREE (Donations appreciated)

A Museum of American History

229 Cherohala Skyway 
Tellico Plains, TN 37385

423-253-8000 • 423-253-2111
www.charleshallmuseum.com

E-mail: charleshallmuseum@hotmail.com
and Gif t  Shop &

Cherohala  Biker Gear

Upcoming Events:
Cherohala Challenge • Saturday, June 17

Tennessee Trail of Tears Association Meeting • Saturday, June 24
Total Solar Eclipse Celebration • August 19-21 (www.facebook.com/TotalityinTellico)

Cherohala Skyway Festival • October 28 (www.skyway-festival.com)

Smok 'N' BonZ BBQ 

1245 Hwy 411 • Vonore, TN
(In Derby Downs Shopping Center)

423-884-3044
Catering • Drive Thru • Family Pack Specials

Best BBQ Around!

Monday - Saturday 
11am - 9pm

For more information about
 viewing the eclipse, go to: 

http://totalsolareclipseathenstn.com/

View the Total 
Eclipse from 

Athens, Tennessee.
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Take a Hike

There is no better way to immerse yourself in the life of East Tennessee than to 
explore hidden corners and appreciate nuances while enjoying the benefits and enormous 
satisfaction of traveling under your own power. 

Experiences you cannot have behind the wheel of a car, or on a plane or tour bus.  
Hiking is, at its heart, a way of connecting more authentically with nature and yourself.

The entire southern portion of the Cherokee National Forest, two state parks, and 
TVA lakes are here at our backdoor, all offering hiking that ranges from family friendly 
and easy to challenging.  Whether you choose to backpack into the Wilderness Area or 
casually walk alongside a scenic river trail, you will have ample opportunities to enjoy 
nature at your pace.

We all spend too much time on computers and indoors under fluorescent lights. Or 
texting and watching TV.  Hiking encourages you to step away from your artificial 
world and step back out into nature.  It is a chance to experience the world directly and 
rediscover the rhythms of the day and seasons.  Hikers are never bored; a trail always 
offers sometime new as nature is always changing and full of surprises.  Hiking is 
healthy, simple, cheap, real and forever.  Here are a few of the trail opportunities in the 
Tennessee Overhill area of Monroe, McMinn and Polk County.
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Southern Cherokee National Forest Hiking Trails

There are two National Recreation Trails in the Cherokee National Forest (CNF) – the 
Warrior’s Passage Trail and the John Muir Trail.  The nation’s newest distance trail is the  
Benton MacKaye.  Hiking is allowed in the Cherokee National Forest on all trails even 
though some trails are designated for mountain bikes, motorcycles, or equestrian.

Ocoee/Hiwassee Ranger District

Benton MacKaye Trail (BMT) was completed by volunteers between 1980 and 2005.  
The trail begins on Springer Mountain, Ga., and ends at Big Creek Campground at the 
northeast end of the Great Smoky Mountains National Parks in North Carolina.  The 
Tennessee portion runs through Big Frog Wilderness to the Ocoee River and Highway 64, 
for a distance of 92.8 miles.

Conasauga River Trail–Length 4.6 miles, Rated: easy. Multiple-use trail: Hiking and 
equestrian. Trailhead starts at Thunder Rock Campground; ending at Ocoee Whitewater 
Center.  This is an easy trail for family fun because most of it is a paved sidewalk close to 
the river.  There is a picturesque bridge that crosses the Ocoee in route to the Whitewater 
Center and picnic tables on the far side of the bridge.

Big Creek Trail– Length 4.1 miles, rated: moderate. Hiking only.  Located near 
Copperhill. Creek Trail is located near Copperhill, Tennessee in Polk County. This trail is 
a favorite for it variety of native wildflowers.

Gee Creek Trail-Length 3.6 miles, Rated: moderate.
The trailhead is near Gee Creek Campground in Delano in Polk County.  It features 

Above: A dog is always a welcome companion when hiking on 
and around the Hiwassee river.

Right: Dogs are also welcome on the John Muir Trail.
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beautiful wild flowers in the spring and is accessible February through November.
Naming a few other favorites in the Ocoee District – Grassy Gap Trail, Wolf Ridge 

Trail, Caney Branch Trail and McKamy Lake Trail are a few more favorites.

Tellico Ranger District

Bald River Trail–Length 4.8 miles, Rated: easy – Hiking only – Trailhead left of Bald 
River Falls. Passes through a largely deciduous forest with white pine and hemlocks.  
Wildflowers and fall colors adorn the landscape in season.

Big Indian Branch Trail–Length 12.5 miles, Rated: moderate. Hiking only.  There is a  
short climb with its diversity, splitting its length between mountainside, shoulder line, and 
stream, passing thru pine and hardwood forests. 

Unicoi Mountain Trail–Length 7.1 miles, Rated: difficult. Trailhead: Joe Brown 
Highway, Tellico Plains. Provides beautiful views on both sides of the Unicoi Mountain, 
well worth the sometimes steep ascent.

Naming a few other favorites in the Tellico District – Falls Branch Trail, Sugar Cove 
Trail, Pine Ridge Trail, South Fork Citico Trail and Cold Springs Gap Trail.

Hiking is a great way to introduce children to the world of outdoors, it’s a sport that 
they’ll be able to enjoy their whole lives.  

Check out a few of the Hiking Clubs. They have many organized hikes that you could 
join.

Cherokee Hiking Club, Benton, Tenn. http://www.cherokeehikingclub.org/
Sequoyah Hiking Club, Madisonville, Tenn. http://sequoyahhikingclub.org/  

Left and Below: The beautiful views are an added bonus to the 
exercise you get when hiking the Tellico River area.
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1817 Delano Road
Delano, TN 37325

Located on Highway 411
between Etowah & Benton

next to Hiwassee River

423-263-2762 or
423-263-1513

The Perfect Place
To Host Your Wedding!

Equipped with
Pavilion, Gazebo, Bride’s Area & More!

Catering Also Available!

Visit The Winery For A Tour
Or Taste Featuring A Great

Selection Of
• Wines

• Amish Products
• Sweetwater Valley Cheeses

• Butter & More

www.savannahoakswinery.com

Family Owned & 
Operated by

Bruce & Betty Davis

 Savannah Oaks Winery, in Delano, TN, sits on 
a farm that has been in the same family since the 
early 1950s. This Mom and Pop business is locat-
ed in an 1860 cantilever barn that was moved from 
Cleveland, TN and the original logs were restored 
to their original condition. The old barn is where 
you can find the tasting room and gift shop.
  We use most of the grapes we grow to produce our own wine. 
We are well known for our unique style of wine making. The Win-
ery is open seven days a week, Monday through Friday from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
  Whatever your travel destination may be, Savannah Oaks can 
be your guide to a relaxing and peaceful getaway. Winery tours are 
available upon request. Wine and cheese tastings are available by 
reservation. Amish products and gift items are available along with 
Oliver Springs fudge and Sweetwater Valley cheese. We have sev-
eral weddings scheduled for this year. Pricing starts at $1,000 for 
the day which includes tables and chairs. We can accommodate the 
complete wedding or you may customize your wedding experience 
as well.
  Savannah Oaks also offers live entertainment on the side porch 
every Saturday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. with Jim and the Other Jim 
performing.  
  Beaters tickets are on sale now at Savannah Oaks Winery. They 
will be at The Winery on May 13. We will be having a big fall fes-
tival this year with live entertainment, vendor booths, great food, 
and wine will be offered. The date is soon to come.
  On May 25, Savannah Oaks will be celebrating 15 years in busi-
ness. There will be a celebration on Sunday, May 28th from 2 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. to celebrate this milestone.

Shop. Wine. Relax.

 New Website Coming Soon!

Restaurant
2021 Highway 411 • Vonore, TN 37885

423-884-6673
www.countrysiderestaurant.com

Home of
“All-You-Can-
Eat Fish”

Stop In Today For 
A Great Meal!
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each summer, in ocoee, Tennessee, the Ocoee River 
Jam gathers some of the area’s finest talent for a weekend-long 
festival packed full of great music, unique and creative arts, 
delectable foods and fun times for folks of all ages!

The family-friendly event even includes a “Kid’s Zone,” 
with inflatables and an assortment of games and activities to keep 
the children entertained. Sundays are always “Family Funday” 
at Ocoee River Jam. The “Kids Zone” comes alive with hands 
on crafts and activities for children to participate in (a small 
fee applies to some of the activities).

The festival will kick off with an opening ceremony on Friday 
afternoon, July 28 at 4:30 p.m., with music beginning after the 
ceremony. Weekend hours for this family friendly festival are 
Friday, July 28 – 4:30 p.m. to midnight, Saturday, July 29, 
2:00 p.m. to midnight, and Sunday, July 30, 2 p.m.to 11 p.m..

Throughout the weekend, attendees have an opportunity 
to hear a variety of genres of music which includes southern 
and classic rock, blues and bluegrass. A southern favorite, 
Confederate Railroad, will take the stage at 9 p.m. on Sunday, 

to close out the festival.
The price for this year’s event is $20 per day or $40 weekend 

pass. Children 12 and under are free. For local camping and 
shuttle information, please email ocoeeriverjam@gmail.com. 
Attendees will want to bring either a folding chair or 
blanket. Although credit/debit cards will be accepted at the gate 
and some of the booths, there will be no ATM or cash back 
available, thus it is recommended to also bring cash for other 
activities such as crafts, food, and beverages. No outside coolers 
allowed. An I.D. is required to purchase alcoholic beverages.

The Ocoee River Jam began in 2013 as the only weekend-long 
music festival in Ocoee. It’s mission is to showcase local and 
regional musical talent and strengthen tourism, with proceeds 
from the annual festival donated to local youth organizations and 
programs in the Ocoee Region. The Ocoee River Jam is a 
501(c) 3 nonprofit charitable organization, thus all donations are 
tax deductible. For more information and band lineup, please visit 
ocoeeriverjam.com or on Facebook at Ocoee River Jam.

Ocoee River Jam 
        Fills the Mountains with Music; 
 Raises money for good causes
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353 Abel Avenue • Decatur, TN
334-5756

acehardware.com             acehardwaredecatur

Hardware
The helpful place.

Must Bring Ad In For Discounts

POWDER
COATING

FREE

With Purchase of Any Yeti Cup

Come In & 
Check Out 

Our Shotgun 
& Rifle

Selection

20 Lb.
Propane

Tank Refills
$10.00 each

www.sweetwatereclipse.com

200 Euchee Lane • Ten Mile, TN 37880

Opening
Thursday, April 13, 2017

5 p.m.
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Catfish Festival Weekend
Friday June 16th (6:00 p.m.)
	 •	4-Bolt	Main
	 •	Dianne’s	Garage	Band
	 •	Confererate Railroad

Saturday June 17th (8:00 a.m.)
	 •	Pancake	Breakfast
	 •	Miss	Catfish	Pagent
	 •	Cornhole	Tournament
	 •	Catfish	Fishing	Tournament
	 •	Music	(TBD)
	 •	Kinslee	Melhorn
	 •	Steve	Miller
	 •	Chris	Hennessee

Sunday June 18th (1:00 p.m.)
	 •	Crystal	Elm
	 •	The	Neymans
	 •	The	Carters	-	Danny	and	Patsy
	 •	Ken	Hicks	and	Testimony	Quartet

Saturday, June 24th 
	 •	Hanna	Graham
	 •	Max	Redman	&	Forks	in	the	Road	Band
	 •	Ricky	Campbell
	 •	Heirborn	Quartet

Tuesday, July 4th (5:00 p.m.)
	 •	TBD
	 •	TBD	•	Cornhole	Tournament
	 •	Dianne’s	Garage	Band
	 •	Aunt	Betty	

Saturday, July 8th (6:00 p.m.)
	 •	TBD
	 •	Mia	Hicks
	 •	September	Song
	 •	Kinsley	Meilhorn

Saturday, July 15th (6:00 p.m.)
	 •	TBD
	 •	Tyson	Leamon
	 •	TBD

For more information, contact the Meigs County-Decatur 
Chamber of Commerce at 423-334-5496.

Local Stars, Big Names Are Featured in Decatur’s 

Downtown Summer Nights Concert Series

Decatur Super Pawn
18221 Hwy. 58 North • Decatur, TN 37322

423-454-0400

We Sell:
• Guns • Jewelry • TV’s • Guitars • Much More

We Also Do Title Loans & Overstocks!

Charbroiled 
ChiCken 
burgers

hand Cut steaks
Est. 1987902 Tellico Street • Madisonville, TN

Next to Wal-Mart

423-442-2222
bertshometowngrill.com

Bert’s
Hometown Grill
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ALL PRICES UNDER $50

For more information call 877-862-4332
www.sweetwatervalley.com

email: info@sweetwatervalley.com

Philadelphia, Tennessee

WagonMaster Adventure Ranch

FUN PARK & GEM MINE
GOLD MINING
GEM MINING
MINI GOLF

SKEET SHOOTING
WAGON RIDES
828-494-9521
WagonMasterRanch.com

CABINS ON SITE!
Off Hwy. 294 - 20 miles west of Murphy, NC

359 Adventure Ranch Rd.

Rain or Shine; Pets OK

visitMcMinn.com
MCMINN COUNTY TOURISM INFORMATION

TO HELP PLAN YOUR VISIT TO THE AREA.

• Things To Do
• Places To Stay
• Shopping
• Places To Eat
• Calendar Of Events

RICEVILLE
T
O 
W 
A 
H

N
G
L
E
W
O
O
D

CALH   UN

IOTA
T
H 
E 
N 
S

Phone: 423-442-8638 
Fax: 423-442-8641

4930-D New Highway 68
Madisonville, TN 37354

email: judy@skywaytitle.com

Serving Your Real Estate Needs

We offer Title Documents, Real Estate 
Closings, Abstract and Title Insurance.

It will be a pleasure to serve you!
Locally owned & operated with over 35 years experience.

Judy Thacker - Owner

Serving Monroe County and East Tennessee with 
excellent service in all of your real estate needs.

WELCOME TO MONROE COUNTY

A Great 
Place to 

Work & Live

MONROE COUNTY 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Bryan S. Hall, Director 
103 College Street South, Suite 6

Madisonville, TN 37354
423-442-3652   Mobile: 423-337-1027

Email: bryan.hall@monroetn.com
www.monroeeconomicdevelopment.com
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A familiar landmark moved 
during the expansion of Highway 411 
has returned to its home in Ocoee in Polk 
County. 

The Mayes Cross is now back up on the 
property of Rickey Brooks and motorists 
can again be reminded to “Get Right with 
God.”

While the cross is a little worse for 
wear, Brooks said it was pretty close to the 
original spot.

“It broke in half when the state was 
compacting dirt,” Brooks said. He said 
they would not let him move it himself 
because of water lines.

Harrison Mayes placed concrete, 
wooden, and metal crosses and signs 
throughout the country along roadsides 
and waterways. The coal miner made his 
first painted signs in 1918, but they were 
much less durable. He built his signs in 
an old abandoned camp house next to his 
home, and concentrated on wooden slats 

signs around 1935. Mayes began utilizing 
concrete in 1940. 

Mayes dedicated his life to God 
following a mining accident in the late 
1920s. While there is no way to know how 
many signs Mayes put up throughout the 
years, he continued to do so until about 
1975. He also sent bottles with messages 
to Missionaries as late as 1985, a year 
before his death.

Mayes signs were geared toward people 
who were not Christians, and included 
phrases such as, “Jesus Saves,” “Where 
will you spend eternity,” “Prepare to 
meet God,” “Give God your heart,” 
“Remember: If you go to Hell it’s your 
fault,” “Jesus will save you,” and “Jesus 
died for you,” among many others. The 
cross located in Ocoee says, “Get right 
with God” on one side and “Jesus is 
coming soon,” on the other.

Brooks said the letter “d” on the south 
side of the cross was gone because that 
was where the cross busted when it was 

removed. He said they used concrete filler 
to repair it, but it still needed some work. 
He said steel was inside the cross, but 
there would likely be another six months 
of work put into the restoration before 
they were finished.

Brooks said Roy Gene Thomason and 
his sons and father brought the cross over 
from the barn and put it up. Brooks said 
he drilled the hole, but they did the repair 
work and installed the cross. He said they 
laid the cross down after it was removed 
and broken until they could figure out 
what to do.

“It’s on my property, not state property, 
but it’s for the community,” Brooks said. 
He said they were open to thoughts on 
concrete finishing. “Concrete filler can be 
done, but we gotta find the right guy,” he 
said. 

Brooks said he couldn’t imagine how 
Mayes had been able to make and erect 
such large heavy crosses back then.  

The Mayes Cross Is Back 
Home Where It Belongs

By cheryl Buehler
Polk County News
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“We never knew this was 
here!” is a response heard so often 
at the Cherokee Removal Memorial 
Park.

Located at the confluence of the 
Hiwassee and Tennessee Rivers at 
the southern end of Meigs County at 
Blythe Ferry, this 29-acre site was 
chosen to tell the story of the Removal 
of the Cherokee Indian.

This location was the northwest 
border of the Cherokee Nation and 
the beginning of their journey on 
the Trail of Tears. Their story is one 
of hardship, pain and tremendous 
suffering.

As early as President Thomas 
Jefferson, politicians were looking for 
a way to remove the Native Americans 
from the Southeast. Each treaty that 
was signed forced the Indians to give 
up more and more of their land to 
white settlers. As white settlements 
became more prevalent, life changed 
for the Cherokees. Out of necessity, 
they were forced to learn farming 
and different trades and in doing so, 
began to rely more and more on the 
white settlers. Some became ferry 
operators, grist mill owners, or trading 

posts owners. The Cherokee became 
a civilized tribe to better fit into their 
changing environment. However, their 
willingness to adapt to change would 
not save them from expulsion from 
their native lands.

In 1828, Andrew Jackson was 
elected president. He immediately 
declared the removal of eastern 
tribes a national objective. On May 
28, 1830, Jackson signed the Indian 
Removal Act. This Act gave the 
Indians land west of the Mississippi 
in exchange for their lands within 
existing state borders. On Dec. 29, 
1835, a small group of unauthorized 
Cherokee leaders decided to sign the 
New Echota Treaty. The U.S. Senate 
ratified this treaty in May of 1836 and 
gave the Cherokees until May of 1838 
to remove themselves.

The Cherokee Removal Memorial 
Park tells this removal story in pictures 
and words. The History Wall tells of 
early Cherokee life and the horrors of 
the removal. The amphitheatre depicts 
the four major trails that the Cherokee 
traveled on their western journey. The 
memorial, which is a beautiful granite 
wall, lists the names of the Cherokee 
from the 1835 census. The Welcome 

Center houses early Cherokee artifacts 
and wildlife displays of the area. There 
is also have a short movie presentation 
that depicts events of the removal. The 
Wildlife Overlook, which is a covered 
pavilion overlooking the Hiwassee 
and Tennessee Rivers, has a beautiful 
view of the Hiwassee Island which 
belonged to the Cherokee in the early 
1800s. The overlook contains picnic 
tables and is a beautiful, peaceful 
lunch venue.

There is something for everyone 
to enjoy, from hiking the trails, 
watching for birds from the overlook, 
or just sitting in the sun on one of our 
benches. Follow the Removal Park 
on Facebook for events and program 
information.

Meigs County is one of East 
Tennessee’s most scenic counties 
nestled between McMinn and Rhea 
County. It is noted for its great water 
recreation and camping. For more 
information on Meigs County tourism, 
visit http://southeasttennessee.
com or follow the Meigs County-
Decatur Chamber of Commerce on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
meigsdecaturchambertn.

Cherokee Removal Memorial Park 
Remembers Cherokee Indian 
Expulsion From Native Lands
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Right:The	Ribbon	Cutting	Ceremony	to	open	the	Park.

Below: A beautiful granite wall lists the names of the 
Cherokee from the 1835 census.

Left: The Welcome Center cabin houses early 
Cherokee artifacts and wildlife displays of the area.
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Celebrating Over 80 Years Of Caring fOr 
the PeOPle Of MOnrOe COuntY!

FAMILY PRACTICE
Sigrid Johnson, M.D.
Sweetwater Family Medicine
205 Summit Avenue
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(423) 351-7000

Hasmukh Kanabar, M.D.
Hometown Medical Clinic
167 Warren Street
Madisonville, TN 37354
(423) 442-5480

Ben Coffey, D.O.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8595

Tracey Beverley, M.D.
321 South Tellico Street
Madisonville, TN 37354
(865) 213-8594

Heidi Fisher, P.A.
321 South Tellico Street
Madisonville, TN 37354
(865) 213-8594

GENERAL SURGERY
Terry Lee Adams, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 218-7470

Thomas Layman, M.D.
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(423) 745-2598

Ray Villanueva, M.D.
604 South Main Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(423) 337-4508

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Thomas S. Evans, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8595

Ken Kozawa, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8590

Renea Cagle, N.P.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8590

Michelle Davis, N.P.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8590

Thomas Vance, N.P.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8590

Eric C. Poston, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8595

Chris Shamblin, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8595

EMERGENCY MEDICINE 
Celia Harrison, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Emergency Room
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874

NEPHROLOGY
Yaqub Ali, M.D.
Sweetwater Dialysis Center
921 New Highway 68
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(423) 337-5770

OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY
John R. Ameen, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8592

David J. Creutzinger, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8592

Vernon Pegram III, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8592

ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY
Chris Bowman, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8595

ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY 
Mark S. Clem, PA-C
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8595

OTOLARYNGOLOGY
Leonard Brown, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 777-1727

PATHOLOGY
Frank Beuerlein, M.D. 
Sweetwater Hospital Association
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8200

PEDIATRICS
Wendy Saint-Robbins, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8593

Bill Dawson, PA-C, MPAS
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8593

PODIATRY
Andrew W. Lynn, D.P.M.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(800) 422-3338
(865) 481-3338

PULMONOLOGY
Ronald R. Cherry, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8595

RADIOLOGY
Lynda Rogers, M.D.
David Norris, M.D.
Tina James, M.D.
Joanna Blankner, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8200

UROLOGY
Sean M. DeLair, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 938-5222
 
Walter Chiles III, M.D.,
F.A.C.S.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 690-3811

Timothy LeRoy, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 690-3811

Your Health...Our Mission.

SHA
Sweetwater Hospital Association

www.sweetwaterhospital.org
865.213.8200
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sweetwater valley Farm is located 
in Philadelphia along Highway 11 just a few 
miles north of Sweetwater in Loudon County 
in the heart of Southeast Tennessee’s valley.

The farm is a working dairy with 1,300 
milk producing cows and also has a farmstead 
cheese making facility on site. 

While today’s Sweetwater Valley Farm 
cheese is produced in a state-of-the-art 
facility, owner John Harrison has preserved 
the fine art and craft of making cheese in 
the traditional manner in which the entire 
process is controlled from cows to consumer, 
thus creating high-quality cheeses. The farm 
has become a source of pride for all of East 
Tennessee.

The picturesque farm is an important part of 
the region’s growing agri-tourism industry and 
is a must-see on any trip to East Tennessee. 
The farm has become a popular spot for school 
groups as well. The farm has easy access just 
a couple of miles off Interstate Exit 68 along 
Highway 11.

For more information, visit http:/sweetwater
valley.com.                                            
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APRIL
 
April - November

Hiwassee River Rail 
Adventures
L&N Depot
To reserve tickets call 263-7840
or go to www.tvrail.com.

April 19-22

Polk County Ramp Festival
Camp McCroy
1058 Highway 30, Reliance, Tenn.
The ramp or wild leek, is a wild 
onion native to North America. 
Today, that same traditional 
spirit lives on during the annual 
Polk County Ramp Tramp 
Festival.  Today’s festival is held at 
the Polk County 4-H Camp (Camp 
McCroy) on the fourth Saturday in 
April.

April 22

Ballplay Ruritan Club’s 
Ramp Festival 
Enjoy a spring day in the country as 
the Ballplay Ruritan Club presents its 
annual Ramp Festival at the Friends 
Meeting of Ballplay Fellowship Hall 
and grounds from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
There will be live music, vendors, a 
ramp dinner and more. See more about 
this event on page 9. 

MAY
May 5

Monroe County Relay For Life
Monroe County’s Relay For Life is 
coming to a new venue this year. This 
year’s Relay For Life is scheduled for 
Friday, May 5, from 4 p.m. to 

midnight at its new location - the 
Sweetwater Recreation Park, just 
across from Brown Intermediate 
School where the popular Night Out 
is held annually. Relay For Life event 
raises thousands of dollars for the 
American Cancer Society’s mission of 
saving lives from cancer. 
See more on page 14.

May 9-13
 
Tennessee Strawberry 
Festival 
Beautiful Rhea County becomes a hub 
of activity in the middle of May each 
year with the annual Tennessee 
Strawberry Festival. A parade and 
much more highlight this year’s 
event, which will be the 70th annual 
Strawberry Festival. 
See more on page 13.

May 12

McMinn County Relay For Life
Market Park - Downtown 
Athens
The McMinn County Relay For Life 
will be held Friday, May 12, from 5 
p.m. to midnight in and around the 
Market Park Pavilion in Downtown 
Athens. To learn more, visit www.
relayforlife.org. On the site, you can 
type the 37303 ZIP code to visit the 
McMinn County Relay For Life page.

May 13

National Train Day
L&N Depot
For more information, 
call 423-263-7840.

May 20-21
  
Garrison Weekend at Fort 
Loudoun 

Garrison Weekend is a time when the 
daily lives of the men, women and 
children of Fort Loudoun are recreated 
for the public. On these days, park 
visitors will find living history 
re-enactors in 18th Century costume 
with a variety of demonstrations. For 
more information, visit fortloudoun.
com.

JUNE
June 3

Etowah Annual Custom Car 
Show
and Street Rod
L&N Depot Grounds 
10 a.m. -5 p.m.
For More Info call 423-572-0999

June 17
 
Cherohala Challenge 
The Smoky Mountain Wheelman 
Club will host their annual Cherohala 
Challenge on Saturday, June 17. The 
event offers four distinctive bicycle 
rides-35 miles, 53 miles, 62 miles 
and 115 miles-for a variety of skill 
levels. For more information or to 
register, visit www.smwbikeclub.org/
cherohala-challenge.
 
June 24

32nd Annual Englewood 
Celebrates
Downtown Englewood
Started as a Homecoming ‘86 
celebration, Englewood Celebrates 
features live music and entertainment, 
as well as a variety of activities for 
patrons young and old. The annual 
event is hosted by the Community 
Action Group of Englewood.
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JULY
July 1 
Square Dance in Tellico Plains 
Join the Tellico Plains Kiwanis Club 
for a night of family fun, children’s 
activities, music and dancing in Town 
Square on Saturday, July 1. The event 
is the main fundraiser for the 
organization and all proceeds will be 
put into projects or programs for the 
children in the Tellico Plains area. 
Like the Kiwanis Club’s page on 
Facebook for updated information as 
the date gets closer: www.facebook.
com/TellicoPlainsKiwanis2016. 
 
July 4
 
Independence Day 
Celebration 
in Sweetwater 
Sweetwater’s Independence Day 
Celebration will be held on July 4. The 
day begins with a 5K Run. At 3 p.m., a 
patriotic parade kicks off on Main 
Street. Throughout the day, a kid’s 
zone, live music and vendors will be in 
downtown. The day ends with a 
fireworks show at dusk. For more 
information, visit 
www.sweetwatertn.net.
 
July 4

Etowah Old-Fashioned 
Fourth of July Celebration
L&N Depot - Downtown 
Etowah
Since 1924, Etowah has celebrated 
Independence Day with an all-day 
festival that has grown to bring over 
12,000 people to the L&N Depot 
each year. For more information, 
contact the Etowah Area Chamber of 
Commerce at 423-263-2228.

July 4 

Athens Fireworks
The Athens Fourth of July Fireworks 
show set for Monday, July 4 is 
anticipated to be one of the largest 
fireworks displays in McMinn 

County.  Held at Athens Regional 
Park, the event includes activities 
and entertainment for the entire 
family.  For more information on the 
fireworks show and entertainment 
schedule, contact the Athens Parks and 
Recreation Department at 
423-744-2704 or email 
recreation@cityofathenstn.com.

July 28-30
 
Ocoee River Jam 
Fun on the water for a great cause in 
Ocoee, Tennessee. Great music and 
much more. See more on page 27.

AUGUST
Aug. 1
 
National Night Out 
On the first Tuesday in August each 
summer, the Sweetwater Police 
Department hosts its crime awareness 
event called National Night Out at 
the Recreation Park. Free swimming, 
food and many other treats and games 
highlight this event from 6-9 p.m. 
The community-based event draws 
thousands each year and promotes 
safety just as school begins. 
 
Aug. 5
 
Sequoyah Remembrance Day 
The Sequoyah Birthplace Museum 
will have Cherokee artisans on hand to 
demonstrate their skills and art during 
a celebration of remembrance of 
Sequoyah, the man who gave the 
Cherokee people their own written 
language. Visit the website at 
www.sequoyahmuseum.org/ for more 
information. 
 
Aug. 12-13
 
Garrison Weekend at Fort 
Loudoun 
Garrison Weekend is a time when the 
daily lives of the men, women and 
children of Fort Loudoun are recreated 
for the public. On these days, park 
visitors will find living history 

re-enactors in 18th Century costume 
with a variety of demonstrations. 
For more information, visit 
fortloudoun.com. 
 
Aug. 21
 
Total solar eclipse in East 
Tennessee 
On Aug. 21, the first total solar eclipse 
on the U.S. mainland since 1979 will 
have prime viewing in Tennessee 
Mountain Traveler Country. See more 
on page 4.

SEPTEMBER
Sept. 9-10
 
Cherokee Fall Festival 
The Sequoyah Birthplace Museum 
will hold its 26th Annual Cherokee 
Fall Festival on Sept. 9-10. Visitors 
will have the opportunity to step back 
in time to experience Native American 
food, Cherokee arts and crafts 
demonstrations, music and dance. Visit 
the website atwww.sequoyahmuseum.
org for more information.
 
Sept. 22-23
 
National Muscadine Festival 
The City of Sweetwater and the 
Sweetwater Merchants and Property 
Owners Association will host the 
annual National Muscadine Festival 
in historic downtown Sweetwater on 
Sept. 22-23. Among the festivities will 
be a parade and muscadine stomp, 
vendors, arts and crafts, live music, a 
barbecue cook off, a kid’s zone, wine 
tasting, and much more. A shuttle will 
run out to the state’s largest muscadine 
vineyard, Tsali Notch Vineyard, and 
the world’s largest underground cave, 
The Lost Sea. For more information 
closer to the event, visit www.
nationalmuscadinefestival.com.

Date TBA

Etowah Moonshine Festival
Savannah Oaks Winery
For more information, 
call, 423-263-0421.
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Monroe County 
155 Grand Vista Drive, Suite 4 • Vonore, TN 37885

423-884-2400

Where people and jobs connect.

The Tennessee Career Center System is an equal opportunity employer/program; 
auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

This project is funded under an agreement with the state of Tennessee.

Hwy. 411 

Madisonville

442-2128

Come to Our Old Fashioned Cruise-In

2nd Saturday 
in April-October

Celebrating

53 Years!

We want to say 
THANK YOU 
for a great 
53 years!

THE TOWN OF 
TELLICO PLAINS, TN

Welcome!
From the Citizens of Tellico Plains

Come & See!

Recreation, hunting, fishing, swimming, camping, kayaking, 
canoeing, picnicking or just a leisure drive across the Skyway. 

Enjoy street dancing at our 4th of July Celebration. 
If you can’t find it in Tellico Plains, it can’t be found!!!

“Getaway to the Cherokee National Forest 
& The Cherohala Skyway”

The Small Town with the Big Back Yard

SEQUOYAH
BIRTHPLACE MUSEUM

The

Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm 
Sun Noon - 5pm

(closed Thanksgiving, Christmas Day & New Year’s Day)
Nominal Admission Fee | Group Discounts

Hwy 360 • P.O. Box 69 
Vonore, Tennessee 37885

423-884-6246
sequoyahmuseum.org

Located in the Great Smoky 
Mountains of East Tennessee 

on the shores of beautiful 
Tellico Lake, 37 miles 
south of downtown 

Knoxville.

TN STATEHOOD DAY
June 3rd, 2017 

SEQUOYAH REMEMBRANCE DAY
August 6th, 2017

Operated by the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Tennessee’s ONLY Tribally-Operated 

Historical Attraction.




