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209 & 211 N. Main Street, Sweetwater, TN 37874   423.337.5537 / 423.371.4042   Mon.-Sat: 10am - 5:30pm

The Lily Pad Boutique 
& Sweet Soles

• kathryn bartow skincare & cosmetics • arT by fisher jewelry 
• Ladies Apparel & Accessories • Sandals, Shoes & Flip Flops

Sweetwater’s Head to Toe Shopping Experience

From Prayer Mountain to Ten Commandants 
Mountain and the All-Nations Cross;

God’s word unfolds through marble and stone.
Visit the Gift Shop & Cafe, Picnic Areas, Nature Trails, & Fish Pond.

Gift Shop open Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., Sun. 12-4 p.m.
Park Open all year long • Dawn til Dusk • Admission and Parking Free

Burger Mountain Café
Grill Open Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sat. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun. 12-3 p.m.

Park is maintained by visitor donations

10000 Hwy 294, Murphy NC 28906 828-494-7855
Visit our facebook page:

fields of the wood/burger mountain café 

Biblical Theme Park

Be Inspired!

68
Wine And Spirits

Bryan’s

660 New Highway 68
Sweetwater, TN
423-337-3050

Monday-Thursday  9am-9pm
Friday-Saturday  9am-10pm

1 1/2 Miles East of I-75 • Near Jacky Jones Ford
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   Spring has come to Tennessee Mountain 
Traveler Country. The area has come alive 
with beautiful spring colors and great out-
door events and activities. Spring is a per-
fect time of year to enjoy all that the area 
has to offer.
   The Advocate & Democrat newspaper, 
located in Monroe County, Tenn., is proud 
to produce the Tennessee Mountain 
Traveler magazine three times a year. 
Nearly 15,000 copies of this publication 
are distributed throughout East Tennessee 
and North Carolina.
   This issue highlights several unique anni-
versaries of some of the major attractions 
in the area. One of Tennessee Mountain 

Traveler Country’s most popular attractions, 
the Lost Sea, celebrates 50 years as a pub-
lic attraction in June. The Old Rail Line will 
celebrate 125 years in June as well.
   Spring brings popular events like the 
Strawberry Festival in Rhea County, the 
Highway 11 Yard Sale and Monroe 
County’s Relay for Life. 
   On the cover: Local photographer 
Jerry Denham captured the unique 
beauty that is the Lost Sea—America’s 
largest underground lake. Denham is a 
noted sports and outdoor photographer 
whose pictures are frequently used in 
The Advocate & Democrat newspaper 
and our other publications.
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‘Ramp’ up the fun
April 25

Ballplay Ramp Festival
The annual Ballplay Ramp Festival, spon-

sored by the Ballplay Ruritan Club, will be 
held on Saturday, April 25, on the grounds of 
Friends Meeting of Ballplay. For more infor-
mation, see page 5.

May 1
Relay for Life

The Relay for Life cancer fundraiser at 
Hiwassee College in Madisonville is one 
of the premier outdoor events in Monroe 
County. The event has free admission and 
there is lots of entertainment for residents 
and travelers alike. For more information, 
see pages 6-7.

May 2
Me & My Guy

The Monroe County Health Council 
will present a Me & My Guy Spring Dance 
for girls and their fatherly figures on May 2 
at 6:30 p.m. at The Eclectic Vibe Centre in 
Madisonville. Tickets are $25 per couple and 
$5 for each additional girl. Visit www.mon-
roehealth.org to register. All proceeds ben-
efit Monroe STOPe and violence prevention 
programs in Monroe County.

May 2
MACA presents Let’s Hang On!

Monroe Area Council for the Arts (MACA) 
will present Let’s Hang On! in a Sunday 
matinee performance on May 3 at 4 p.m. 
at Hiwassee College in Madisonville. Let’s 
Hang On! is billed as “America’s #1 Frankie 
Valli and The Four Seasons Tribute Show.” 
The performance is sponsored by Citizens 
National Bank and is supported by funding 
from the Tennessee Arts Commission.

Tickets are $20 for adults ($18 advance) 
and $10 for students. Tickets are available 
with cash or checks at all Citizens National 
Banks in Monroe County and Century 21 
Hendershot Realty in Madisonville. Tickets 
may also be purchased online with a credit 
card at monroearts.com, by calling 423-442-
3210, or at the door the day of the perfor-
mance.

May 2-9
Strawberry Festival

The annual Strawberry Festival in Dayton 
in Rhea County brings a big crowd each 
year. Numerous activities fill this ritual of 
spring. For more information, see page 8.

May 9
Chocolate Fest

The Senior Citizen’s Home Assistance 
Service of Monroe County’s 10th Annual 
Chocolate Festival will be held on Saturday, 
May 9, from 1 to 3 p.m. at Vonore Baptist 
Church’s Family Life Center, located at 714 
Church Street in Vonore. Sampling begins at 
1 p.m. and the auction will follow at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $7 per person. Sample chocolate 
desserts from all over and take home your 
favorite for the highest bid. For more infor-
mation, call 423-420-0032.

May 14-17
Highway 11 Yard Sale

The famous 502-mile Highway 11 
Yard Sale goes right through the heart of 
Tennessee Mountain Traveler County. For 
more information, see page 9.

May 16
International Biscuit Festival

What could be better than cooking con-
tests, eating biscuits and a comical pageant 
to get you in a spring mood? Walk down 
Biscuit Boulevard in Knoxville and try sweet 
and savory biscuits. The take a load off and 
watch some folks from around the country 
create biscuits on a stage in a contest. Visit 
biscuitfest.com for more information.

May 16
Children’s Festival of Reading

As school lets out, World’s Fair Park 
morphs into one of the nation’s best liter-
ary festivals just for kids. The day features 
world-class authors and illustrators, story-
tellers, magicians and musicians. Families 
will enjoy all kinds of interactive activities 
including science experiments, Kids in the 
Kitchen, and arts and crafts. Children and 
families will have a great time launching 

into summer and set some reading goals. 
Hosted by the Knox County Public Library. 
Visit www.knoxlib.org for more information.

May 16
Spring Bluegrass Festival

The Stecoah Calley Cultural Arts Cen-
ter near Robbinsville, N.C., presents its 
Spring Bluegrass Festival from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on its grounds. There will be arts 
and craft vendors in addition to blue-
grass music. Performers include: Stecoah 
JAM Kids, Jackson County 4-H Music 
Competition, Graham County Line, The 
Wilson Family, Jonah Riddle, The Pressley 
Girls and more. For more information, 
visit www.stecoahvalleycenter.com.

May 22
Barn Dance

The Museum of Appalachia, a 
Smithsonian Affiliate museum, will host its 
third annual Barn Dance, to be held on May 
22. The evening will feature horse drawn 
wagon rides, a sumptuous southern buffet 
dinner, traditional Appalachian dancing 
accompanied by live music and a silent 
and live auction. For more information, call 
865-494-7680 or visit www.musuemofap-
palachia.org.

June 12-13
Etowah Moonshine Festival

The Etowah Moonshine Festival, 
hosted by Dixie Queen Stills and 
Savannah Oaks Winery, will be held on 
June 12-13 at Savannah Oaks Winery, 
located at 1817 Delano Road, from 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m. both days. For more 
information, see page 10.

June 13
Big Kahuna Wing Festival

The Big Kahuna Wing Festival, held at 
Worlds Fair Park in Knoxville, features fun 
for the entire family including competi-
tions, live music, silent auction and more 
than 6,000 pounds of wings to be enjoyed. 
Visit www.bkwfestival.com for more infor-
mation.
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People in the Ballplay community of Tellico 
Plains are ready to ‘ramp’ up spring activities.

Also known as wild leeks, ramps are spring 
onions that are native to the eastern North 
American mountains. They are often found 
growing in patches in rich, moist forest areas. 

According to community members, ramps 
start growing while the trees are still bare, 
but the minute the canopy of trees develop, 
the sunlight is blocked and the ramps stop 
developing. As one of the first plants to 
emerge in the spring, ramps were tradition-
ally consumed as the season’s first “greens.” 
These plants with their onion taste and 
strong garlic-like aroma are only available 
briefly though, disappearing by summer.

Capitalizing on the short availability of 
ramps, the Ballplay Ruritan Club will be 
hosting the Fifth Annual Ramp Festival on 
Saturday, April 25, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Friends Meeting of Ballplay Fellowship 
Hall and grounds. The event is the biggest 
fundraiser of the year for the Ruritan Club 
and proceeds from the event will help the 
organization with community projects.

The Ramp Festival features a variety of fam-
ily activities, live music, a blood mobile, ven-
dors and local community organizations. This 
year’s entertainment includes Mountain Strings 
Dulcimers, Caelan Paul, Faith Willin’, Kenneth 
Gay and the Druid Hill Gospel Singers.

But, it’s the ramps that draw a crowd. 
The ramp dinner will be served from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and includes ramps, fried 
potatoes, pinto beans, corn bread, scram-
bled eggs, a beverage and dessert. A meal 
ticket for an adult is $10 and children 
under 12 eat for $5. A child-friend-
ly meal of a hotdog and chips 
will also be available, if 
desired. 

The festival 
will be held 
rain or shine. 
Parking and 
admission is 
free. Friends 
Meeting of Ballplay is locat-
ed at 157 Ballplay School Road 
in Tellico Plains, just a half mile west of 
the intersection of state Highway 360 
and Ball Play Road. 

More details and a map are avail-
able on the Facebook 
page: Ballplay 
Ruritan Ramp 
Festival. 

For more 
information 
about the fes-
tival, call 423-
295-2434.

When: Saturday, April 25, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Grounds of Friends Meeting of Ballplay

‘Ramp’ up the fun
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The American Cancer 
Society’s annual Relay for 
Life fundraiser in Monroe 
County is one of the big-
gest outdoor events of any 
kind held in the county 
each year.

This year’s Relay for Life 
event is slated for Friday, 
May 1 at Hiwassee College 
in Madisonville from 4 
p.m. to 2 a.m. Opening 
ceremony is at 6 p.m. The 
college, in the center of 
Monroe County, provides a 
great setting for the event.

Monroe County Relay for 
Life Chairwoman Jennifer 
Collins said the 2015 
Monroe County Relay For 
Life theme is: “One World, 
One Fight, One Cure.” 

This year, the fundraising 
teams will have a nation 

theme for their tent and the 
food they sell at the May 1 
Relay. By having the teams 
decorate and sell food that 
represents the nations of 
the world, organizers feel 
there will be more diversity 

in what’s 
offered 
to 
those 

attending the event. 
Enjoy fun from the United 
States, Italy, Mexico, Great 
Britain, Ireland, Germany, 
Norway, Israel, Jamaica and 
Australia.

Monroe County’s Relay for Life 
One World, One Fight, One Cure

When: May 1
Where: Hiwassee 

College
Because there is live 

entertainment and no 
charge to get in, Relay for 
Life attracts people from 
all over to take part in 
the fun. Money is raised 
through the games and 
food sold at the event and 
a variety of activities for 
people of all ages. 

Since 1946, the 
American Cancer Society 
has raised more than $4 
billion for cancer research.

While you are there, 
stop by to say hello to The 
Advocate & Democrat’s 
team, “Advocates for a Cure,” 
and remember to “Fiesta like 
there’s no manaña.”
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4 p.m.-- Music
5 p.m.-- Eclectic Vibe

5:30 p.m.-- Star Athletics Competitive Cheerleaders
5:50 p.m.-- Miss Monroe County

6 p.m.-- Opening Ceremony (Both survivors and 
caregivers will be honored)

6:45 p.m.-- Tellico Plains Elementary and Junior 
High Choir

7 p.m.-- Eagle Karate
7:30-8:30 p.m.-- Kids’ field day events 

7:30 p.m.-- Angels in Waiting
8 p.m.-- Hiwassee College Praise Band

8:30 p.m.-- Magic of Pilkey (Michael Pilkey)
9 p.m.-- River of Life Ministries Dancers

9:20 p.m.-- Wes Rowland
10 p.m.-- Luminaria Ceremony

11 p.m.-- Womanless Beauty Pageant
11:30 p.m.-- Dr. Hugh McCampbell

12 a.m.-- Maria Fioravanti
12:30 a.m.-- Amber Murphy

1 a.m.-- Games
1:30 a.m.-- Closing Ceremony 

Entertainment Schedule

Monroe County’s Relay for Life 
One World, One Fight, One Cure
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   From its humble beginnings, 
May 24, 1947, as a one-day 
festival sponsored by the Day-
ton Lions Club, the Tennessee 
Strawberry Festival in Rhea 
County has grown into  multi-
day long extravaganza, jam-
packed with a myriad variety 
of events and activities 
sponsored by the 
Dayton Chamber of 
Commerce.
      For almost half 
a century strawber-
ry production was 
one of Rhea County’s 
principal industries. Pro-
duction grew rapidly following 
the sweet berry’s introduction 
in 1898, the same year the 
Weekly Herald, ancestor of 
The Dayton Herald and The 
Herald-News was started.
   At its height, the local crop 
produced about four million 
quarts of the luscious berries 
each year.

   Once known as the “Straw-
berry Capital of the World,”  
Rhea County’s strawberry 
production dwindled as the 
soil became exhausted of 
vital nutrients. By the time the 
Lions Club decided to start 
the festival as a community 

booster gathering and 
tourist attraction, local 
farmers were switching 
to other cash crops. 
But the festival itself 
still remains a fun 
time in Rhea County 

and continues to be 
a big tourist draw. The 

festival’s timing in mid spring 
usually assures great weather 
and it is now a two-day event.
   This year’s festival is May 
2-9 with the parade on May 
9. For more information and a 
complete schedule, contact the 
Dayton Chamber of Commerce 
at 423-775-0361 or visit www.
tnstrawberryfestival.com.

When: May 8-9
Where: Rhea County

Berry fun



Every year during the 
middle of May, large crowds 
descend on Sweetwater, Niota, 
Philadelphia, Loudon, Lenoir City 
and other areas that run along 
U.S. Highway 11 in search of 
yard sale bargains.

Antique dealers, flea market 
vendors, and yard sale enthu-
siasts are expected to line the 
route from Meridian, Miss., 
through Birmingham, Ala., Dade 
County, Ga., and Chattanooga 

and Knoxville, Tenn., with Bristol, 
Va., being the end of the event. 

It is all part of the 502-mile 
U.S. 11 Antique Alley and Yard 
Sale held each spring. This year 
the sale runs May 14-17.

The 502-mile antique and 
yard sale event is the brain 
child of tourism and chamber 
of commerce directors in the 
corridor who have formed the 
Antique Alley Association, and 
who felt confident that the 
event could conceivably bring 
some 10,000 visitors. In fact, 
the event brought more than 
30,000 visitors through their 
counties during the three-day 
period. Because of the addi-

tional 252 miles in 2002, the 
event has been expanded to 
four days. 

For more information on the 
event, call 1-877-us11fun (1-877-

871-1386) or email at hap-
penin@tvn.net or rhavenfamily-
park.com. You can also visit the 
website at www.us11antiqueal-
ley.com.
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We trust
you have

enjoyed this
issue of the:
If you would like to be put on our mailing list to

receive future issues sent directly to you,
Please fill out your name and address below and

send this coupon along with $5.95 for mailing cost
for the next three issues to:

The Advocate & Democrat, P.O. Box 389, Sweetwater, TN 37874
(The magazine itself is free, but it costs about $2.00 to mail it out.)

Name: __________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________

Therapy
Physical

665 New Hwy 68, Suite F • Sweetwater, TN 

423-536-7036

520 Cook Street, Suite D • Madisonville, TN

423-442-1440

Physical, Aquatic & Speech Therapies

Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

When: May 14-17  Where: U.S. Highway 11

Bargain BlissBerry fun
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   Excitement is building for the 
first Etowah Moonshine Festi-
val scheduled for June 12-13 
at Savannah Oaks Winery in 
Delano, Tenn., near the Mc-
Minn and Polk County line 
(1817 Delano Road just off 
Highway 411).
   This family-friendly event is 
being put on by Dixie Queen 

Stills and Savannah Oaks 
Winery. 
   The festival features 
“Moonshiners” Roy 
Grooms, Jimtom, Mark 
and Digger, Steve Brown 
and music by the Hurri-
cane Ridge Band.
   In addition to the great 
Bluegrass music, there 
will be about two dozen 
food venders, food, bev-
erages and even a me-
chanical bull.
   On the grounds, there 
is a gift shop and Amish 
butter and cheese.
No outside alcohol is 
allowed, but the event 
will also feature a beer 
garden.
   “There are lots of things 
to see and buy,” said 
Savannah Oaks Win-
ery owner Betty Davis. 
“We have lots of things 
planned.”
   The festival will run from 
11 a.m. to 10 p.m. both 
days. Tickets at the gate 
are $10, but children age 
10 and under are free.
   For more information, 
call 323-263-0421 or visit 
the Savannah Oaks Win-
ery Facebook page.

MoonShine
Etowah

Festival
When: June 12-13

Where: Savannah Oaks Winery 
in Delano
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cokercreekstorage@yahoo.com
www.cokercreekstorage.com

Owners: Connie & Betty McRee

423.261.2910
12342

Highway 68
P.O. Box 54

Coker 
Creek, TN 

37314

• Security Fence
• Gated and Locked
• Security Cameras
• Boat Covers
• RV Covers
• RV & Boat Storage
• Metal Carports & Buildings

WagonMaster Adventure Ranch

FUN PARK & GEM MINE
GOLD MINING
GEM MINING
MINI GOLF

SKEET SHOOTING
WAGON RIDES
828-494-9521

WagonMasterRanch.com
NO ADMISSION FEE!

Off Hwy. 294 - 20 miles west of Murphy, NC
359 Adventure Ranch Rd.

Rain or Shine; Pets OK

Celebrating 50 Years of Adventure!Celebrating 50 Years of Adventure!

The Super Saturday Adventure            

is offered every Saturday at 1:00pm

For more info call 423-337-6616 

or visit our website

(423) 337-6616(423) 337-6616
Highwa� 68 • Sweetwater • www.thelos tse�.co�

Main Gift Shop open year round & additional stores can be seasonal.

Commercial Tours, Including Boat Rides Available Daily for the Less Adventurous

visitmcminn.com

Help plan your next visit
to the area!

TAL# 4476   Firm#1303

Howe Realty & Auction Co.

Each offi ce independently owned and operated.

Wm. E. “Bill” Howe
Principal Broker

675 New Hwy. 68, P.O. Box 147
Sweetwater, Tennessee 37874
Cell (423) 519-9355
Toll Free (800) 337-9356
Fax (423) 337-6662
c21howe@aol.com
www.c21howe.com

Commercial Land/Buildings, Residential Homes/Lots, Farms/Acreage
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People are drawn to Southeast 
Tennessee to explore the beautiful natural 
landscapes of the Tennessee Overhill region, 
a three-county area that includes the south-
ern half of the Cherokee National Forest. 
One of the major draws to this area is the 
many waterfalls located throughout the for-
est. There are more than 60 waterfalls rang-
ing from five feet to 130 feet high. 

The Tennessee Overhill Heritage 
Association (TOHA), which promotes tour-
ism in the area,  is pleased to announce its 
new Waterfall Brochure.

For a free copy of the Waterfall Brochure, 
contact the TOHA office at 423-263-7232 or 
info@tennesseeoverhill.com.

Benton Falls
Located in the 

Chilhowee Recreation 
Area, Benton Falls 
(GPS: 35° 8.428’N, 
84° 35.766’W) is a 
65-foot waterfall cas-
cading down step-like 
rocks. The three-mile 
round-trip hike is rated 
easy/moderate. From Ocoee Scenic Byway 
(Highway 64), take Forest Service Road 77 to 
Chilhowee Recreation Area ($3 day use fee). 

Coker Creek Falls
Forty-five foot Coker Creek Falls (GPS: 

35° 11,835’N, 84° 22.217’W) with a series of 
waterfalls/cascades ranging from eight  feet 
to 20 feet high is 
a kayaker’s and 
photographer’s 
favorite. Stop 
at Coker Creek 
Welcome Center/
Post Office on 
Highway 68 to get directions. The hike is 
around three miles but you don’t need to 
make the entire trip to see a waterfall. The 
hike is rated easy/moderate. 

Turtletown Falls
Turtletown Falls (GPS 35° 9.834’N, 84° 

21.166’W) is 40 feet high and flows over a 
large ledge then separates into two falls. A 
bonus waterfall, Lower Turtletown Falls, may 
be seen if you 
hike a little fur-
ther downstream 
from the main 
falls. On Highway 
68, turn at Farner 
Post Office, cross 
the railroad and turn left on Duggan Road, 
bear left on Farner Road entrance to the 
falls, Forest Service Road 1166, is the first 

road on the right. Follow the dirt road for 
1.5 miles down to the fall’s parking lot. The 
trail is three miles roundtrip and rated easy/
moderate.

Bald River Falls
 The spectacular 90-foot Bald River Falls 

(GPS: 35° 19.44’N, 84° 10.357’W) can be 
seen from the bridge on Forest Service Road 
210 (a paved road just a few miles from 
Tellico Plains). Have your camera handy--a 
photo from the bridge with the falls behind 
you will be one of your trip’s favorites. 

Fall Branch Falls
Fall Branch Falls (GPS: 35° 21.287’N, 84° 

3.864’’W) is an 
80-foot waterfall 
located off of 
the Cherohala 
Skyway (Highway 
165). At the 
Rattlesnake Rock parking area, hike about 
100 feet (take the left fork) to the Fall Branch 
Trail 87. Once at the falls, follow the creek 
downstream to see cascades. The roundtrip is 
about a three-mile moderate hike. 

For more information, call 877-510-5765 
or visit the Cherokee National Forest 
website www.fs.usda.gov/cherokee. 

Bald River Falls

Fall in Love

with our falls
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SE Spectrum Electric, Inc.

COMMERC
In Business Since 1996

STATE CERTIFIED INSPECTOR

Some of the electrical services 
we specialize in are:

410 Sweetwater/Vonore Rd. 
Sweetwater, TN 

(423) 351-9100
www.spectrumelectric-inc.com

John 3:7 KJV
“Ye Must Be Born Again”

TN License #37246

Voted Best Electrician in 
The Advocate & Democrat’s 

Reader’s Choice for many years!
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Yes, I am interested in advertising in the Tennessee Mountain Traveler.
Please send advertising information to the following location.

Name: _____________________________ Phone: _________________
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Acct # ___________________________________________________
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Operated by the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Tennessee’s ONLY Tribally-Operated 

Historical Attraction.

Fall in Love

with our falls
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Hooper Bald Trailhead
5,290 ft.
A quarter-mile hike leads to
Hooper Bald, near the site of the
old hunting preserve where
many exotic species, including
the Russian boar, were imported
by George Moore in 1908. An
information board, restrooms,
and two picnic tables are easily
accessed from the parking lot.

Santeetlah
5,390 ft.
Over a mile-high in
elevation, enjoy a
picnic (3 tables) at the
highest overlook along
the Skyway.

Shute Cove
3,550 ft.
A quiet picnic can be
enjoyed at the one
table available at this
pullover. A few steps
to the small wooden
platform presents a
beautiful view into the
valley below.

Santeetlah Gap
2,660 ft.
A bulletin board
provides
information about
the Cherohala
Skyway.

Wright Cove 4,150 ft.

Huckleberry 5,300 ft.Big Junction
5,240 ft.

Mud Gap Trailhead
4,480 ft.

State Line
(Beech Gap 4,490 ft.)

West
Rattlesnake Rock
Trailhead
4,000 ft.

Brushy Ridge
3,750 ft.
Overlooking Sassafras
Ridge and other major
ridges running south
down to the Tellico
River.

Lake View
3,360 ft.
A perfect place to
enjoy distant views of
Tellico Lake. This lake
was created from TVA
dams of the Little
Tennessee River.

Bald River Falls
Located on Forest Service Road 210, you can view
Bald River Falls without leaving your car as water
cascades over 100 feet onto the rocks below.
Further along the road you may be interested in
visiting the State operated trout hatchery.

Weather Conditions
Important to consider before traveling the Skyway. Snow
is common from mid November through mid April-
especially in the higher elevations.

Note: The Cherohala Skyway is a State maintained road,
with the amenities maintained by the US Forest Service.
For each state, please contact the appropriate Sheriffs
Department for road conditions and the appropriate
Forest Service Ranger Station for recreation information.

Cell phone coverage along the Cherohala Skyway is very sporadic. There is a public phone at the Cherohala Skyway Visitor
Center. Above Indian Boundary there is some cell phone coverage.

Ducktown, TN

Coker Creek
Welcome Center

Information
Station
Bulletin board
welcomes visitors
with general
information about
the Skyway and
Tellico Ranger
District.

Tellico
River
950 ft.
The Tellico
River is
famous for
its trout
fishing.

Caney Branch 1,370 ft.

Tellico Ranger
Station

Haw Knob
Slopes 4,890 ft.

Whigg Cove 4,570 ft.

Eagle Gap Trailhead
3,600 ft.

Grassy Gap Trailhead
3,400 ft.

East Rattlesnake Rock 4,110 ft.

Unicoi Crest 4,470 ft.

Stratton Ridge
4,420 ft.
This is a perfect place to
stretch, enjoy a picnic
lunch (5 tables), or use
the restroom facilities. A
bulletin board provides
additional information
about the Skyway.

Obadiah
3,740 ft.
Listen carefully to
the sound of
Santeetlah Creek
far below while
enjoying the
mountain vista
offered at this
scenic overlook.

Hooper Cove
3,100 ft.
This open area with a
view into the Santeetlah
Creek drainage offers a
perfect spot for a picnic
lunch (four tables).

Spirit Ridge
4,950 ft.
Take a leisurely stroll
(about 3/10th of a mile)
along an easy grade
through a northern
hardwood forest to a
fabulous vista overlooking
the Byway and a seemingly
endless range of mountains.
The trail is accessible for
the physically challenged
and two picnic tables are
easily accessed from the
parking lot.

Horse Cove
Campground

Rattler Ford Group
Campground
(By reservation through
the Cheoah Ranger
Station)

To Robbinsville
and the Cheoah
Ranger Station
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Oosterneck Creek
1,045 ft.
Overlook and boating takeout
on the Tellico River. When the
water is up, the Tellico River,
with it’s Class III, IV, V, rapids,
is quite a challenge for
canoeists and kayakers.

Turkey Creek
2,630 ft.
Overlook with 3 picnic tables and
Restroom. Beautiful view from the
Appalachians over the Tennessee
River Valley. Tellico Plains can be
seen in the distance.

Indian Boundary Campground
Just off the scenic Skyway on Forest Service Road 345.
Offering 100 campsites as well as day use picnicking,
swimming and biking. Open April-September. Reservations are
recommended. Call the Tellico Ranger Station or the Cherohala
Skyway visitor Center for information.

Tellico River
920 ft.
The Tellico River has
been the scene of
human occupation for
12,000 years. For much
of this time it was the
domain of Native
Americans. From at
least 1650 AD, the
Cherokee Indians
resided here.
After the Cherokee
Removal in 1838, the
area was opened for
Euro-American
settlement. Tellico,
“tel-li--quo” means
“plains” in Cherokee.

The wilderness areas
surrounding the Cherohala
Skyway are beautiful and
alluring, but not necessarily
suited for everyone to explore.
As a visitor to wilderness, you
should be aware that you are
entering a primitive environment.
You will face the challenge of
being entirely self-sufficient–no
trail signs, no restrooms, no
water spigots. Some people may just rather drive by, enjoy the
view, and visit more developed trails and recreation areas.

Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest
In 1936, an extraordinary 3,800 acres of “one of the few
remaining tracts of virgin hardwood in the Appalachians” was
set aside as a memorial forest in
honor of Joyce Kilmer. Kilmer, a poet,
journalist, and World War I soldier
killed in action, is best remembered
for his poem, “Trees.” This impres-
sive forest contains some of the
finest timber grown in these moun-
tains with many huge trees over 20
feet around the base and more than
a hundred feet high. A 2-mile loop
trail winds beneath the towering trees
and through a forest carpeted by a
rich variety of wildflowers, ferns, and
moss-covered logs from the fallen giants. The Memorial
Forest, also part of the Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock
Wilderness, can only be seen on foot.
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Cherohala Skyway Visitor Center
225 Cherohala Skyway
Tellico Plains, TN 37385
423-253-8010

Coker Creek Welcome Center
12197 New Hwy 68
Coker Creek, TN 37314
423-261-2286

North Carolina Emergency Information

Nantahala National Forest
Cheoah Ranger Station
Rt. 1, Box 16-A
Robbinsville, NC 28771
(828) 479-6431

Sheriffs Department
Graham County, NC     (828) 479-3352

Tennessee Emergency Information

Cherokee National Forest
Tellico Ranger Station
250 Ranger Station Road
Tellico Plains, TN 37385
(423) 253-8400

Sheriffs Department
Monroe County, TN     (423) 442-3911
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Fort Loudoun State Historic Area, located on Highway 360 in Vonore, is a recon-
struction of the original fort, in service from 1756-1760. 

Fort Loudoun was originally constructed during the French and Indian War 
(1754-1763) to counter the threat of French activity in the Mississippi 
Valley. The fort was also ideally located to ensure continued trade 
between the Cherokee and South Carolina and to strengthen rela-
tions between the British and the Overhill Cherokee Nation. 
Unfortunately, it was the deterioration of that relationship that 
led to the surrender of the fort. In August 1760, the Cherokee 
captured Fort Loudoun and its garrison. 

Fort Loudoun routinely returns to life with re-enactors on 
garrison weekends when the daily lives of the men, women 
and children of Fort Loudoun are recreated for the public. 
There will be a Garrison Weekend on May 16-17 and a 
Junior Ranger Encampment on July 13-17.

Living history

For more information, 
call Sequoyah 

Birthplace Museum at 
423-884-6246 or visit 

www.sequoyah
museum.org, or call 
Fort Loudoun State 

Historic Area at 423-
884-6217 or 

visit www.
fortloudoun.com.

The Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, located on 
Highway 360 near Fort Loudoun State Historic Area, 
is owned and operated by the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians. Its mission is to promote the history and culture of 
the Cherokee, particularly the contributions of Sequoyah, who 
created a writing system that enabled Cherokees to read and 
write in their own language. The museum features video, 
displays and exhibits from periods of Cherokee occupation 
of the Tennessee Overhill. A gift shop is located inside. The 
museum is also home to a Cherokee burial site, an open-
air amphitheater, a reconstruction of Sequoyah’s black-
smith shop, a shoreline trail and picnic tables. 

Sequoyah Birthplace Museum 

Fort Loudoun State Historic Area 
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Phone: 423-442-8638 
Fax: 423-442-8641

4930-D New Highway 68
Madisonville, TN 37354

email: judy@skywaytitle.com

Serving Your Real Estate Needs

We offer Title Documents, Real Estate 
Closings, Abstract and Title Insurance.

It will be a pleasure to serve you!
Locally owned & operated with over 35 years experience.

Judy Thacker - Owner

Serving Monroe County and East Tennessee with 
excellent service in all of your real estate needs.

Madisonville, 
Tennessee

Mayor - Glenn Moser
City Recorder - Alfred McClendon

Board of Aldermen
• Augustus Davis
• Sherri McCrary
• Bill Spradlin
• Linda Hensley
• Susan Saunders

The Hub of 
Monroe County

The Hub of 
Monroe County

www.DonnaBaranRealEstate.com

Donna Baran
REALTOR®

Cell:  423 405-0982
Offi ce:  423 746-0227

donna.baran@crye-leike.com

508 S. Congress Pkwy • Athens, TN 37303

2468 Hwy 411 • Madisonville, TN 
423-545-9381

WE INSTALL

NATIONWIDE WARRANTY

IDS

www.dieselrepairtn.com

Full Service Truck & Equipment Repair
We Service Cummins, Duramax & Power Stroke Pickups

24 Hour On-Site Repair

Email: ind.diesel@gmail.com

We Finance Through NAPA

Living history
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Celebrating 50 years

America’s largest 
underground lake and 
one of the region’s most 
popular attractions, The 
Lost Sea, celebrates 
50 years as a public 
attraction this sum-
mer. Located on New 
Highway 68 just out-

side of Sweetwater, The 
Lost Sea is a must see.

Caves are cool, liter-
ally. The temperature at 
Lost Sea is a constant 58 
degrees so in the sum-
mer it is cool but in the 
winter when it is really 
cold outside if feels nice 
and warm inside.    

Not only was the cave 
used by the Cherokee 
Indians but at one 
time it was actu-
ally owned by a 
Cherokee chief 
by the name of 
Chief Craighead. 
There is so much 

history within 

the caverns at Lost Sea. 
Because of some of this 
history the Lost Sea has 
been named a Civil War 
Trail Marker.  In the early 
1860s the Lost Sea cav-
erns was known as the 
Great Craighead Cave. 

In 1861 when drafted 
into the Confederacy at 
the age of 18, attorney 
Charles Wesley Hicks stat-
ed on his 1922 Civil War 
questionnaire that he 
and a detail of 10 other 
men mined salt peter 
from the Great Craighead 
Cave and shipped several 
hundred pounds of niter 
to the powder works in 

Cave rave
Jerry Denham | Jerry Denham Photography
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Celebrating 50 years

Richmond, Va., about every 
two weeks.  

A date of 1863 can be 
found today on the walls 
within the cave at Lost Sea.  
The date has been carbon 
tested and does prove to be 
authentic.  It was probably 
put there from the carbon of 
a confederate soldier’s torch.  
This is the oldest known 
date in the cave.  

In 1905, a 13-year-old 
boy named Ben Sands wig-
gled through a tiny, muddy 
opening 300 feet under-
ground and found himself in 
a huge room half filled with 
water.  The room was so 
large that his light was swal-
lowed up by the darkness 
long before reaching the far 
wall or the ceiling.  For the 
rest of his life Sands delight-
ed in describing how he 
threw mud balls as far as he 
could into the blackness and 
heard nothing but splashes 
in every direction. 

In 1915, the idea of 
developing the cave for the 
public was conceived.  A 
dance floor was installed 
in one of the larger upper 
rooms. Cock fights were 
another frequent activity 
in the cave.  Meanwhile, 

other portions of the vast 
system were being utilized 
by moonshiners to produce 
that famous brew for which 
the mountains are famous.  

The Lost Sea opened as 
a commercial attraction to 
the public in June of 1965.  
Attendance grew steadily 
every year.  

Today, the 
Lost Sea 
welcomes 
more than 
150,000 
visitors a 
year.  Many people 
in Monroe County and sur-
rounding areas are surprised 
to learn of this large number. 

Among the years, even 
celebrities have been drawn 
to the adventure at The Lost 
Sea. Kirk Cameron, star of 
the sitcom “Growing Pains” 
and movies like “Fireproof” 
and the “Left Behind”  
series, is a frequent visitor 
to the attraction. 

Last year, Larry the 
Cable Guy also visited 
The Lost Sea while 
filming a segment for 
the TV show “Only in 
America” and partici-
pated in the Wild Cave 
Tour. 

The overnight Wild Cave 
Tour has also been some-
thing that has grown in pop-
ularity. The Wild Cave Tour 
started in the late 1970s and 

has become a major 
part of the Lost Sea.  

The Wild tour 
involves a three 
to four-hour cav-
ing tour and an 
opportunity to 
spend the night 
in the cave.  

Cavern 
tours at Lost 
Sea are open 
every day but 
Christmas.  
The hours 
vary with the 

season.  Several 
other gift shops 
are open sea-
sonally including 

the Glass Blower, 
Sweet Shop, 
Cavern Kitchen 
Restaurant and 

the General Store 
where you can purchase 
dirt and pan for gem-
stones. 

For more information, 
visit the website at www.

thelostsea.com or call 423-
337-6616.

Cave rave

Jerry Denham | Jerry Denham Photography
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Sweetwater Depot  
& Visitors Center

Sweetwater Depot  
& Visitors Center

Contact City Hall at 337-6979
or email Jessica Morgan at jmorgan@sweetwatertn.net

for more information.

COMING IN 20152015

BUY A MEMORIAL BRICK FOR $100!BUY A MEMORIAL BRICK FOR $100!
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The Maraposa

Serving Monroe, Polk, McMinn, Meigs, Loudon & Blount Counties!
5859 Hwy. 360 • Tellico Plains, TN 37385

423-253-2346
www.arrowheadlandcompany.com

Now available for your 

Celebrations!
•Weddings •Family Reunions
•Music Concerts •Car Shows

•Festivals
All in a Rustic Setting!

Call Today to Schedule Your Events
423-253-3670

Also Available:
•RV Hook-Ups
•Campsites
•Tent Sites

•Large Creek
•Fishing Pond

First Established Real Estate Company in Tellico Plains!

We have the Experience 
and Knowledge to help 
you Buy and Sell your 
Home, Land, or Farm

No Matter How Large or
Small Your Real Estate Needs, 

We Are Here to Help You!

Tellico Plains, TN

Hwy. 411 
Madisonville
442-2128

Come to Our Old Fashioned Cruise-In
2nd Saturday 

in April-October

We want to say 
THANK YOU 
for a great 
51 years!

Monroe County 
155 Grand Vista Drive, Suite 4 • Vonore, TN 37885

423-884-2400

Where people and jobs connect
The Tennessee Career Center System is an equal opportunity employer/program; 

auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 
This project is funded under an agreement with the state of Tennessee.
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Bargain Hunters 
Welcome!

Gently Used Books 
New Books

Buy • Sell • Trade
Audio Books • Local Interest

108 Scott Street 
Old Downtown Tellico Plains

www.tellicobookshelf.com

423-253-3183

Open Tuesday - Saturday
10am to 5pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

123 Main Street
Tellico Plains, TN 

37385

423-253-2322

Adventure Essentials For All Outdoor Adventures
Book Tours: Waterfall, Nature Photograpy, Geo-Caching and Fishing Guide Services.

Rent: Canoes, Kayaks, Bicycles, Dual Sports, Fishing Gear...We Deliver!
Hiker Shuttle Services.

Gold Panning, Spelunking, Rocking Climbing Excursions and Supplies.
Mapping and Touring Services (All Types).
Diverse Outdoor Event Catering Services!

Your Next Group or Family Adventure Begins Here!
Open Friday thru Sunday - Other Days by Appointment

Your Key to the Tellico Plains Big Back Yard!

www.visitsweetwater.com

Shop. Dine. Play.
Whether you spend an hour or the whole day in
Historic Downtown Sweetwater, we are sure you
will enjoy discovering all that we have to offer 
and will find yourself returning to our wonderful
town again and again!

Elegance in historic Sweetwater

By S. Durant tullock 

The Etowah Carnegie Library 
is celebrating 100 years of ser-
vice to the Etowah Community 
in 2015. The following is part 
of a series of Etowah Carnegie 
Library’s rich history and 
describes how grant funding 
for the library was secured.

In 1914, the town of 
Etowah, located in McMinn 
County along Highway 411, 
had seen tremendous growth 
since the birth of the town in 
1906. Thousands of people 
moved to the city that had 
rose up from the wooded area 
at the base of Starr Mountain.

By 1914, Etowah was home 
to nearly 1,000 residents under 
the age of 21. Educational 
facilities were quickly being 
erected to handle the resi-
dents. The Etowah Grammar 

School was built and plans 
were being made for another 
facility to serve the growing 
number of people wanting to 
educate their youth.

In 1911, the Carnegie 
Corporation formed by busi-
ness mogul Andrew Carnegie, 
was leading the charge to 
make libraries available to 
all people, not only the rich. 
Carnegie made grants available 
to towns with a population 
above 1,000 inhabitants with 
the amount of the donation 
typically set at two dollars 
per capita. Recipients were 
required to provide a building 
site and tax their residents at 
the annual rate of 10 percent 
of the total gift for mainte-
nance, book purchases and 
staff salaries.

In late 1914, community 
leaders formed a commit-

tee for pursuing a library 
grant from Carnegie. These 
members included business-
men C.D. Bevan, editor of 
the Etowah Enterprise, and 
Joseph P. Dunn, an automobile 
dealer. The committee added 
men in the construction trade 
including building contractor 
Haywood York and lumber 
dealer John M. Johnson. T. A. 
Aber, a civil engineer for the 
L&N Railroad who was respon-
sible for designing the historic 
L&N Loop, and A.B. Bayless, 
railroad superintendent were 
added to establish the railroad 
presence on the committee. 
The local government was rep-
resented by city recorder N.Z. 
Dewees.

By July 1915, Dewees 
approached the secretary-
treasurer for the Carnegie 
Corporation, James Bertram, 

about the grant program. 
Dewees provided a letter that 
described the city’s residents as 
energetic and characterized by 
a strong work ethic. He elabo-
rated on the community’s high 
percentage of home owner-
ship and the residences’ desire 
to promote the worthy cause 
of a local library. He provided 
information that showed the 
quick rate of growth in Etowah 
including streets and sidewalks 
and how rapidly Etowah had 
gone from farmland to a city.

Taking the direction that 
the City of Etowah had gone 
in such a short period of time, 
the Carnegie Corporation 
agreed to present the City of 
Etowah an $8,000 grant to 
construct the first municipal 
building and the effort to 
build Etowah Carnegie Library 
began. 

Shelves filled with history in Etowah
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Bargain Hunters 
Welcome!

Gently Used Books 
New Books

Buy • Sell • Trade
Audio Books • Local Interest

108 Scott Street 
Old Downtown Tellico Plains

www.tellicobookshelf.com

423-253-3183

Open Tuesday - Saturday
10am to 5pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

123 Main Street
Tellico Plains, TN 

37385

423-253-2322

Adventure Essentials For All Outdoor Adventures
Book Tours: Waterfall, Nature Photograpy, Geo-Caching and Fishing Guide Services.

Rent: Canoes, Kayaks, Bicycles, Dual Sports, Fishing Gear...We Deliver!
Hiker Shuttle Services.

Gold Panning, Spelunking, Rocking Climbing Excursions and Supplies.
Mapping and Touring Services (All Types).
Diverse Outdoor Event Catering Services!

Your Next Group or Family Adventure Begins Here!
Open Friday thru Sunday - Other Days by Appointment

Your Key to the Tellico Plains Big Back Yard!

www.visitsweetwater.com

Shop. Dine. Play.
Whether you spend an hour or the whole day in
Historic Downtown Sweetwater, we are sure you
will enjoy discovering all that we have to offer 
and will find yourself returning to our wonderful
town again and again!

3970 Highway 411
Madisonville, TN

423-442-4228

1st Place 
Best Chicken

Buffet Available Everyday

No time 
to cook?
Let us help!

Fast, Friendly
Drive Thru Service

We do Catering!

ace 
Chicken

Shelves filled with history in Etowah
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A downtown renaissance 
began in Sweetwater about 
15 years ago with great suc-
cess. Shopkeepers took spe-
cial pride in restoring their 
buildings and numerous 
events scheduled at varying 
times throughout the year 
kept people coming to visit. 

But unlike some down-
town resurgences that have 
stalled, Sweetwater’ has not 
only continued, it has picked 
up steam.  

Sweetwater’s downtown 
was designated an his-
toric district almost a decade 
ago. A strong Sweetwater 
Merchants and Property 
Owners Association pro-
motes not only the down-
town but all of Sweetwater.  

“We are lucky to have 
wonderful downtown busi-
ness owners who promote 
Sweetwater throughout the 
region, like Brenda Bryan 
does at local fashion shows 
and in publications,” said 
Promotion Committee 
Chairwoman Jessica Morgan.

In 2013, Sweetwater 
earned the prestigious 
Main Street status and that 
has spurred even more 
productive partnerships 
between Main Street officials 
and private business owners. 
The Main Street designation 
has opened up numerous 
grant opportunities for busi-
ness owners to improve the 
look of their stores located in 
the downtown district.  

“It’s all about helping 
private businesses and the 
small shops,” said Jane 
McGuire, coordinator for 
Sweetwater Main Street. 

Why don’t    you take me downtown?
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         McGuire said in 2014,  
       a total of 25 grants were 

awarded to downtown busi-
nesses totaling more than 
$50,000. The grants have 
helped the shops improve their 
buildings and restore their look 
to their historic roots.  

Nowhere is that more evi-
dent than the historic Lily Bad 
Boutique and Sweet Soles 
building in the center of Main 
Street downtown. Brenda 
Bryan’s upscale Lily Pad, featur-
ing finest ladies apparel, attracts 
customers from all over the 
region and beyond who love 
the French country atmosphere 
of the store in the quiet and 
clean setting of Sweetwater. 

Just last year, Sweet Soles, a 
shoe store for women, opened 
in the building beside The Lily 
Pad adding to the overall shop-
ping experience.  

The thriving clothing bou-
tique has been a must see for 
visitors to Sweetwater for years, 
but the Bryans knew more 
could be done to let the build-
ing’s history shine through.

In the spring of 2014, Bryan 

began a project that would take 
off the metal sheeting placed 
on top of the more than a cen-
tury-old building in the 1970s.  
Brenda used some Main Street 
grant funds, but much more of 
her own money to do the work.  
No one knew for sure what was 
under the metal.  

“We had no idea,” said 
Brenda. “We did not know what 
we were getting into!”  

Brenda and her husband, 
David, purchased the building in 
2002 with Brenda running the 
store. They know the building 
dates back to at least 1884. In 
the building’s basement, they 
found glass signs from the Bank 
of Sweetwater with the date 
1884 on them. Today, those 
glass signs are displayed inside 
the store as a tribute to the 
building’s proud history.

It had always been a dream 
to restore the building back to 
its past, but an inside restoration 
had to come first.  

In 2002, when the build-
ing was purchased, the Bryan’s 
focused on revitalizing the inte-
rior of the building, while pre-

serving as much of the history 
as possible. While pleased with 
the interior transformation, they 
maintained the desire to restore 
the exterior.  

In 2014, the dream of return-
ing as close to the original 
architecture as possible sud-
denly became a reality. When 
Sweetwater-based Cleveland 
Manufacturing began the 
work on the outside last year, 
Bryan said McGuire was there 
with her to see the first piece of 
metal come off.  

They would not be disap-
pointed as the renovation 
revealed beautiful windows and 
architecture that had been hid-
den under the metal for decades.  

Lily Pad customers keep 
coming back for the great selec-
tion and customer service and 
now they do it in one of the 
most attractive settings in East 
Tennessee.

Others have 
taken note of the 
downtown revitaliza-
tion in Sweetwater. 
Representatives from 
Etowah, Athens and 

Clinton have all recently visited 
and met with officials to get 
advice on proceeding with their 
own downtown revitalization 
programs.  

“A thriving downtown doesn’t 
just happen – it takes some 
planning and effort from the city 
government, business owners 
and citizens,” said Mayor Doyle 
Lowe.  

Much more renewal 
is in store for downtown 
Sweetwater. The city has a grant 
to build a visitors center down-
town in the form of a train sta-
tion replica, paying tribute to the 
town’s railroad history.

Wright Hardware will soon 
begin a major renovation 
back to its past as will an auto 
repair shop on Main Street.  
Downtown Sweetwater’s jour-
ney into a thriving future has its 
roots in a historic past.

Why don’t    you take me downtown?
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CHARBROILED 
CHICKEN 
BURGERS

HAND CUT STEAKS
Est. 1987902 Tellico Street • Madisonville, TN

Next to Wal-Mart

423-442-2222
bertshometowngrill.com

BERT’S
Hometown Grill

Gibson Shoe Store
Andrews, NC

Factory Return Outlet

Open 9am-6pm  
Monday-Saturday

Graham County Line

Wilson Family

Jonah Riddle

Jam Session with  

Larry Barnett

Jackson County 4-H 

M
usic Competition

Junior 

Appalachian

M
usicians

Pressley Girls

StecoahValleyCenter.com 

      828-479-3364

SPRING
BLUEGRASS  

FESTIVAL
May 16, 2015
11 am to 5 pm
Music All Day

Arts, Crafts and Food

Robbinsville, NC

Bluegrass-ad-TMTraveler.indd   1 3/20/15   5:52 PM

GALLERY ON MAIN
109 E. Morris Street • Sweetwater, TN

423-337-7400

Call to schedule 
your next art class! Wayne 

Setser

We have classes in acrylics, oils, pastels,         
colored pencil & graphite, drawing,

photography, mosaics and jewelry making. 

FINE BLACK & WHITE PHOTOGRAPHY
PROCESSED AND INDIVIDUALLY

HAND PRINTED USING TRADITIONAL
SILVER BASED MATERIALS

Tuesday & Wednesday 11:00am-4:00pm
Thursday-Saturday 10:00am-4:30pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

SPRING HOURS
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CHEROHALA SKYWAY
VISITOR CENTER

Open Monday-Sunday 9:00-5:00
Winter Hours: (Jan.-Feb.): 

Fri.-Sat. 9:00-5:00 & Sunday 1:00-5:00

225 Cherohala Skyway • Tellico Plains

423-253-8010
• Friendly Folks
• Current Skyway & National Forest Information
• Ample Free and Paved Parking
• Outdoor Picnic Facilities
• Super Clean Bathrooms
• A Modern “Not-For-Profi t” Gift Shop

Center owned and operated by Monroe County, Tennessee
www.cherohala.org

The Offi cial Website of  Cherohala Skyway

THE TOWN OF 
TELLICO PLAINS, TN

Welcome!
From the Citizens of Tellico Plains

Come & See!

Recreation, hunting, fishing, swimming, camping, kayaking, 
canoeing, picnicking or just a leisure drive across the Skyway. 

Enjoy street dancing at our 4th of July Celebration. 
If you can’t find it in Tellico Plains, it can’t be found!!!

“Getaway to the Cherokee National Forest 
& The Cherohala Skyway”

The Small Town with the Big Back Yard
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By Linda CaLdweLL
 

What is known today as 
the Old Line Railroad came 
into being during the frenzy of 
railroad building that exploded 
across the nation in the late 
1800s. The line was completed 
in 1890 as part of an economic 
development initiative to link 
Knoxville to Atlanta, Ga., by 
rail. The route ran south out 
of Knoxville to a point near 
Etowah, where it turned into 
the Hiwassee River Valley and 
the mountains that separate 
Tennessee from North Carolina.

Looking at the route of the 
Old Line Railroad today, one 
would ask why someone would 
build a railroad into such rugged 
and remote terrain. The answer 
is copper, timber, marble and 
other minerals. Industrialists 

reasoned that transporting these 
products by rail would provide 
income for a railroad company, 
as well as alleviate the trans-
portation problems that had 
plagued the copper mines and 
mountain industries for decades.

The plan was for the Knoxville 
Southern Railway Company to 
build a railroad line south from 
Knoxville to connect with the 
Marietta and North Georgia 
(M&NG) line that was being 
constructed from Marietta, Ga., 
north to the Georgia-Tennessee 
state line at McCays (Copperhill). 
The City of Knoxville demon-
strated its interest by promis-
ing $225,000 if the line was 
completed within one mile of 
Knoxville by June 30, 1890. 
George Eager was chosen to 
oversee construction.  

Building the Old Line Railroad 

proved to be a monumental 
task. The crews working south 
out of Knoxville had a relatively 
easy time with grading at first. It 
was the stretch between Farner 
and Wetmore that would prove 
to be the greatest challenge.

Building a railroad into the 
Hiwassee River Gorge was ardu-
ous at best. Workers hired on 
from the area to build the line, 
but most of the hard work in 
the Gorge was done by con-
victs leased from Georgia. Bald 
Mountain presented the biggest 
challenge. As the two construc-
tion teams converged on the 
mountain from north and south, 
they realized the lines were 
several hundred feet apart in 
elevation. Eager, in a hurry to fin-
ish the job on deadline in order 
to receive the promised bonus, 
quickly built a series of switch-

backs. The zigzag design allowed 
the track to drop approximately 
75 feet on the  side of Bald 
Mountain, creating the shape of 
a giant “‘W.’” This crude design 
made for inefficient navigation 
as only three or four cars could 
maneuver over the switchback at 
one time. It did, however, serve 
to complete the job in time for 
Eager to receive the bonus. 

The rails from the north and 
south were joined at Apalachia 
on the last day of June 1890. 
Work trains from both ends 
carried officials and invited 
guests into the Hiwassee Gorge 
to witness the historic occa-
sion. According to newspaper 
accounts, it was a “grand occa-
sion, culminating in a gold spike 
being driven into the track at 
Apalachia Station.”  The first pas-
senger train for the public ran 

All aboard!
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over the line shortly after, on 
July 4, 1890. The M&NG was 
the first owner of the “Old Line 
Railroad,” but the company soon 
fell into receivership and the line 
passed into the hands of the 
Atlanta, Knoxville, and Northern 
Railroad (AK&N) and remained 
there until 1902 when the 
Louisville & Nashville Railroad 
(L&N) purchased the line.

Rail travel through the 
Hiwassee Gorge was finally pos-
sible, but it was tedious and 
treacherous, and Bald Mountain 
proved to be a hindrance in 
terms of increasing business on 
the line. The switchbacks, which 
were hastily built to complete 
the job on schedule, slowed 
delivery times. In frustration, 
the AK&N borrowed Louisville 
and Nashville Railroad’s (L&N) 
civil engineer, T.A. Aber to solve 
the Bald Mountain problem. 
Aber’s solution was to design a 
track that circled the mountain 
in almost two complete loops 
to accommodate a drop of 
426 feet in six miles between 
the communities of Farner and 
Apalachia. The “Hiwassee Loop” 
was completed in 1898 and 
is today listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

In 1902, the L&N Railroad 
acquired the Old Line from the 
AK&N and immediately began 
construction of an 80-mile rail 
bed that ran north from Marietta, 
Ga., to a point just north of 
Wetmore, Tenn. The new rail-
road, completed in April of 1906, 
was built on flat terrain, allowing 
trains to bypass the circuitous 
mountain route. Coal and other 
freight began to be hauled over 
the new railroad but the moun-
tain railroad remained active to 
serve the mines, marble quarries 

and other mountain industries. 
The older 1890 route became 
known as the “Old Line,” and 
the new route was dubbed the 
“New Line.” At the point where 
the two rail lines converged, the 
L&N built a new rail center, pas-
senger facilities and a planned 
township for workers. The new 
town was named Etowah. 

the anniversary 
special

2015 marks the 125th 
Anniversary of the completion 
of the Old Line Railroad. To 
honor this historic occasion, the 
Etowah Historical Commission 
is hosting the “Old Line Railroad 
Anniversary Special,” a train 
excursion that will take place 
on Saturday, June 27. The 
“Anniversary Special” will follow 
the route the first train took on 
the newly-built railroad on the 
47-mile section between Etowah 
and Copperhill in 1890. 

“Anniversary Special” train pas-

sengers will arrive at the restored 
1906 Louisville & Nashville (L&N) 
Depot/Museum in Etowah at 8 
a.m for a free continental break-
fast followed by a preview of the 
new exhibit “Mile Posts Through 
Time: A History of the Old Line 
Railroad,” before boarding a bus 
for a ride to the train’s board-
ing area at Gee Creek. From 
there, the train will depart for 
Copperhill around 9:30 a.m. 

Passengers will ride in com-
fortable restored vintage train 
coaches as they retrace the 
route the first train made on the 
Old Line Railroad from Etowah 
to Copperhill in June 1890. 
The train will run alongside the 
Hiwassee Scenic River, journey 
into the Cherokee National 
Forest, wind through the remote 
Hiwassee River Gorge, then 
cross the 8,000-foot long Great 
Hiwassee Loop, believed to be 
the third longest rail loop in the 
world. From that point the train 
will continue into Copperhill.

Passengers will disembark in 
Copperhill for a mid-day layover 
where they can explore the cop-
per mining towns of Copperhill 
and McCaysville and enjoy lunch 
and shopping in specialty shops 
before making the return trip. 
The train will arrive back about 
5:30 p.m.

Tickets can be purchased by 
contacting the Etowah Depot 
Museum at 423-263-7840. Coach 
seats are $60. First Class seats 
in the Dome Section of the First 
Class Car are $110. First Class 
seats in the Observation Section 
of the First Class Car are $90. 
Dome and Observation seats are 
located in the Algonquin, a vin-
tage luxury coach. 

Tickets include the continental 
breakfast at the Etowah Depot, 
as well as a private tour of the 
exhibit “Mileposts Through 
Time: A History of the Old Line 
Railroad.” All passengers will also 
receive a free Mile-Post Guide 
that notes points of interest. 

All aboard!

125 years on the old line railroad
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Emergency Services
Ear, Nose, & Throat
Family Medicine
Gastroenterology
General Surgery
Anesthesiology
Internal Medicine
Nephrology
Obstetrics & Gynecology
Orthopedic Surgery
Pathology
Pediatrics
Pulmonology
Podiatry
Radiology
Sleep Studies
Urology
Endovascular Surgery 
Physical Therapy
Speech Therapy
Occupational Therapy
Industrial Medicine
Home Health Services 

Our 160 Slice CT Scanner is 
     Still bigger, faster and safer....

Your Health...Our Mission.
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Tsali Notch is 
Tennessee’s 

largest muscadine 
vineyard located 

between Sweetwater 
and Madisonville.

TASTING ROOM HOURS
Wednesdays-Sundays | Noon-5pm

U-Pic in September and October!

140 Harrison Road | Madisonville, TN 37354

423.506.9895

Private Tours and Other Hours by Appointment

We Host 
Weddings, Receptions, 

Reunions & 
Other Events!

Our wines have been recognized with gold and 
silver medals at the “Wines of the South” and the 

“San Francisco Chronicle Wine Contest”!  

We also off er juices, jellies 
and other artisan 

merchandise.

Visit Our Website at:
www.tsalinotch.com

504 N. Main St 
Sweetwater, Tennessee
423-536-7046

Tuesday                   
thru                    

Saturday 

Women’s urban-chic 
apparel, irresistible 
jewelry and trendy 
accessories, in a
New York style

boutique. 

Located across 
from Picket Fence

New York Style
Southern Charm

boutiqueue

facebook.com/DogwoodLaneBoutique

Hours

10:00am - 5:00pm

Shop us at http://Dogwood-Lane.shoptiques.com
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