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Celebrating 50+ Years of Adventure!

423-337-6616
Highway 68 • Sweetwater • www.thelostsea.com

Main Gift Shop open year round & additional stores can be seasonal.

Commercial Tours, 
Including Boat Rides 

Available Daily

The Super SaturdayAdventure is offered everySaturday at 1:00pmFor more info call423-337-6616 or visit our website

Visit our restaurant 
and try our

Lost Sea Burger
and Hand Dipped

Ice Cream

CHEROHALA SKYWAY
VISITOR CENTER

Open Monday-Sunday 9:00-5:00
Winter Hours: (Jan.-Feb.): 

Fri.-Sat. 9:00-5:00 & Sunday 1:00-5:00

225 Cherohala Skyway • Tellico Plains

423-253-8010
• Friendly Folks
• Current Skyway & National Forest Information
• Ample Free and Paved Parking
• Outdoor Picnic Facilities
• Super Clean Bathrooms
• A Modern “Not-For-Profi t” Gift Shop

Center owned and operated by Monroe County, Tennessee
www.cherohala.org

The Offi cial Website of  Cherohala Skyway

For more information call 877-862-4332
www.sweetwatervalley.com

email: info@sweetwatervalley.com

Philadelphia, Tennessee

Charbroiled ChiCken 
burgers

hand Cut steaks

Pizza
Est. 1987902 Tellico Street • Madisonville, TN

Next to Wal-Mart

423-442-2222
bertshometowngrill.com

Bert’s
Hometown Grill
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   East Tennessee is considered among the most scenic places 
on Earth. With the beautiful mountains, forests, winding streams, 
roaring rivers and peaceful lakes, autumn is a particularly popu-
lar time to visit the area. Bring together all of East Tennessee’s 
natural resources with beautiful Western North Carolina and you 
have the makings of an outdoor paradise. Incredible fall colors 
and mountain peaks up to a mile high, thousands of visitors 
flock to the area this time of year. 
   But there is so much more to what we call Tennessee Moun-
tain Traveler Country. Our small towns offer relaxed shopping, 
friendly residents and unique attractions you won’t find any-
where else.
   The Advocate & Democrat newspaper publishes the Tennes-
see Mountain Traveler magazine twice a year and distributes 
about 15,000 copies throughout East Tennessee and Western 
North Carolina. The magazine has become a must-have guide 
for travelers and an important advertising venue for the many 
attractions and businesses in the region. It is in high demand at 
state visitors centers and is popular with local residents as well.
   We hope this publication will enhance your visit here and intro-
duce you to some new places to see. If you have questions, call 
The Advocate & Democrat newspaper at 423-337-7101. Contents
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On the cover
  The coming of autumn 
brings cooler days and 
relaxed fall scenes like the 
cover photograph captured 
by The Adocate & Demo-
crat’s Marie Millsaps at 
Sweetwater Valley Farm in 
Philadelphia, Tenn.

Photo by Jerry Denham

Tennessee Mountain Traveler
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   According to an old Native Ameri-
can legend, the reason why trees 
change their color is hunters in the 
sky killed the Great Bear each au-
tumn dripping his blood on the earth, 
turning leaves red. They roasted the 
bear meat spilling it from a celestial 
kettle turning other leaves yellow. 
   Science says chilly days and 
longer nights precipitated by the 
earth’s angle to the sun convince 
the leaves that it is time for a 
change. As this happens the green 
pigmentation of leaves, chlorophyll, 
begins to break down the yellows 
and oranges in the leaf, giving us 
an explosion of fall magic. As a leaf 
continues to die, the stem weakens 
to the point where the leaf flutters 
to the ground. The leafless tree is 
then safe from freezing and lies 
dormant the rest of the winter. 

   Mid-October in Southeast Ten-
nessee and the Cherokee National 
Forest is an unbearably beautiful 
All-American time and place. Yellow 
birch-covered hills slope down to 
green meadows and fields of wheat 
being harvested. Every sugar maple 
along our country lanes is painted 
in scarlet and gold. The autumn sun 
brightens the white church steeples. 
Plump pumpkins appear in orange 
pyramids outside stores and cross-
roads and the smell of wood smoke 
hangs in the air. Get outside and 
enjoy the outdoor fun offered in the 
countries of the Tennessee Overhill. 
   There is such a variety of activi-
ties, it is difficult to decide what to 
do first. According to this year’s 
Farmer’s Almanac, Tennessee’s fall 
colors should be at their peak Oct. 
12–28. 

Fall in love

Color your world
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   Here are some options for viewing fall 
colors in the Tennessee Overhill: 

• Hike to Gee Creek Falls at the Hiwassee 
State Park in Reliance. This is a relaxing 
hike of 1.9 miles. This trail is full of fall 
wildflowers, like the purple and red asters. 
The dogwood, maple and popular trees will 
be in full color by mid-October. 
• Venture out into the Cherohala Skyway by 
car or motorcycle. Take a side trip to Bald 
River Falls or the Indian Boundary Lake, 
one of the crown jewels of the Cherokee 
Forest. Spirit Ridge is perfect for strollers 
and wheelchairs. 
• Ocoee Whitewater Center features 
exciting views of whitewater flowing on 
the Upper Ocoee, along with paved paths 
for walking and biking with wonderful vista 
spots, plus three trailheads for hikes and 
bikes. 
• Fort Loudoun State Historic Area demon-
strations and re-enactments will transport 
visitors back in time to life at historic Fort 
Loudoun. Check out the Garrison week-
ends. 
• Hiwassee River Rail & the Copperhill 
Special “Fall Explosion Excursions” paral-
lels the Hiwassee River offering the color-
ful views of the lower gorge, corkscrewing 
the Loop at Bald Mountain and continuing 
into the mining town of Copperhill. 
• Fish the Tellico River– This is some of 
the best trout fishing in East Tennessee. 
The banks of the river reflecting the fall 
colors is a magical sight to see in the 
dawn of the early morning. 
• Chilhowee Gliderport- Experience the 
thrill of motorless flight over the beautiful 
Tennessee countryside and ridges. Admire 
the Hiwassee River from thousands of feet 
in the air as you go up like a bird in a warm 
thermal autumn skyline. 
   Check out the “Event Calendar” on the 
website at www.TennesseeOverhill.com for 
dates and times of events and festivals. 

Color your world

Photos by Jerry Denham and Jessica Kent
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JESSICA KENT
The Advocate & Democrat

The small town of Tellico Plains is a 
road enthusiast’s dream, thanks to the 
Cherohala Skyway.

The Cherohala Skyway, a National 
Scenic Byway, is more than 40 miles long 
and connects Tellico Plains to Robbinsville, 
N.C. The road crosses through the 
Cherokee National Forest in Tennessee 
and the Nantahala National Forest in North 
Carolina. With elevations ranging from 900 
feet above sea level to more than 5,400 
feet, the Cherohala Skyway is a tourist 
attraction for both motorcyclists and car 
enthusiasts. 

The byway has been included on numer-
ous national lists, gartering the attention 
of people across the nation who make a 
pit stop in the small town of Tellico Plains 
to view the picturesque scenery along the 
Cherohala Skyway, especially when fall 
temperatures set in and the range of col-
ors starts to show across the mountains. 
The short drive off the Skyway to Bald 
River Falls, a waterfall of 90-feet pinned 
against a mountain backdrop, makes the 
drive even more worthwhile.

“We’re very blessed to live in the little 
town with the big backyard,” said Tellico 
Plains Mayor Patrick Hawkins. “It’s just a 
gorgeous area. We already knew it was 
beautiful and now, everyone else is finding 
out about it too.”

Scenic drives in the sky

The history of the Cherohala
The late Charles Hall served in elected 

offices in the town for 45 years, 31 of those 
as mayor. In 1958, he was a part of the 
Kiwanis Club that started the Wagon Train, a 
movement to show the need for a road from 
Tellico Plains to Robinsville, N.C. For the next 
49 years, Hall served as either the wagon 
master or chief scout of the Wagon Train. 
The town’s annual Square Dance, now known 
as Dance on the Square, began as an annual 
event in July to accompany the Wagon Train. 

“According to press reports, anywhere 
from 20-30 thousand people would be here 
for the Square Dance to send us off on the 
Wagon Train,” Hall told The Advocate & 

Democrat in 2011. 
With the growing public-

ity, a group was able to visit 
Washington to seek funds for 

what would become the Cherohala Skyway, 
a national byway connection Tellico Plains 
to Robinsville, N.C. In 1996, the Wagon 
Train made one last trek across the new 
Cherohala Skyway before it was opened to 
the public on Oct. 12 of that year. The grand 
opening was the road was celebrated with a 
ribbon cutting, which stretched 150-foot of rib-
bon across the state line, with part of the rib-
bon in Tennessee and part in North Carolina. 

Because of his efforts, in 1997 the 
Tennessee State Legislature named the 
bridge over Laurel Branch on the Cherohala 
Skyway the “Charles Hall Bridge.”

Now, the Cherohala Skyway has more than 
1 million visitors annually. According to the lat-
est Tennessee Department of Tourism road 
count (2016), the Skyway’s average daily road 
count was 2,991.

“At the Monroe County Tourism 
Department, we welcome fall season as it 
is one of the busiest tourist seasons across 
East Tennessee,” said Tourism Director Nicole 
Peels. “People come from all over to see 
nature’s finest display of fall colors. This fall, 
there are many opportunities to enjoy what 
Monroe County has to offer. I encourage 
everyone to check out our beautiful scenery 
and the many fall festivals and events that 
will be going on across our county.”

For more information about the 
Cherohala Skyway, visit www.cherohala.org/.
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The Charles Hall Museum and the 
Monroe County Tourism Department 
are making plans for the second annual 
Cherohala Skyway Festival, scheduled for 
Saturday, Oct. 28, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at the Charles Hall Museum, Cherohala 
Skyway Visitor Center and the Charles Hall 
field. Admission and parking are free.

“Locals and tourists who came last year 
to shop, eat, or just enjoy the music and fel-
lowship continue to ask for an encore,” said 
Pam Mathews, president of the Board of 
the Charles Hall Museum. “Monroe County 
Tourism Director Nicole Peels, Tellico Plains 
Alderwoman Sherri Raby, and I will continue 
to meet with the Cherohala Skyway Festival 
Committee to plan this year’s event and 
grow it as we march toward the 25th anni-
versary of the Skyway in 2021!”

This year’s event celebrates the 21st 
anniversary of the Cherohala Skyway.

Live mountain and bluegrass music 
will once again set the stage for a festive 
mood. Local artisans and other vendors will 
be at the event. Shopping selections include 
handmade crafts, artwork, wood work by 
Everhart Lumber Company and select shop-
ping vendors. 

Pioneer demonstrations will be scattered 
throughout the property. Kristy Blankenship 
will be demonstrating how to make ropes 
with an antique rope machine and James 

Blankenship will have multiple corn shellers 
and corn grinders ready for all ages to learn 
the art of shelling and grinding corn. Dee 
Dockery will once again mesmerize attend-
ees with the art of spinning, and she will 
have the finished product for sale as well. 

There is no charge for pioneer demon-
strations to set up or sell their products. 
Pioneer demonstrators can email Kent at 
tellico123@gmail.com or text or call 865-
603-5368.

Do you have an antique tractor, lawn 
mower, car, jeep or truck? Come set up 
beside the 1939 Montgomery Ward trac-
tor or the 1964 Club Kadet mower. Small 
engines are welcome. Zach Blankenship will 
fire up his 6 Hp United hit and miss engine, 
along with other small engines. This area 
will be in the Charles Hall Field, a 16-acre 
field beside the garden area and walking 
trail. Anyone with an engine or vehicle to 
show, contact James by text or phone at 
423-519-6009.

A Kid’s Zone will include three inflatables, 
safe archery, and the “Cherohala Skyway 
Express,” a barrel train ride. A kid’s craft 
area will also be available to occupy chil-
dren while parents shop. There will be a 
small fee for the Kid’s Zone. 

The Pork Palace lunch combinations 
will be available from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Many desserts, such as kettle corn and 

funnel cakes, and a hot dog/hamburger 
stand will be available throughout the day. 
Food proceeds go towards the Charles 
Hall Museum’s mission to preserve local, 
regional and American culture and heri-
tage. A non-profit organization since 2003, 
the museum is governed by a Board of 
Directors and was established to benefit the 
Town of Tellico Plains. 

The Tellico Plains Public Library will also 
have a large bake sale and book sale. 

Non-food vendors are encouraged to 
submit an application to ensure a spot. 
Download a vendor form at www.skyway-
festival.com or pick up a form at the gift 
shops at the Charles Hall Museum. You 
may leave your signed vendor forms, along 
with any payment, at the gift shops at the 
museum. To help offset costs, the fee to be 
a vendor is $10 for a 10x10 space. There 
will also be a table for non-profit or service 
clubs and businesses to place literature. 
Email Sherri at sherri37385@yahoo.com for 
more information.

The event will be held rain or shine. Visit 
www.skyway-festival.com, or call or email 
Pam at 423-253-2111 or charleshallmu-
seum@hotmail.com, or Nicole at 423-519-
3778 or nicolepeels@monroetn.com for 
more information. Follow the Charles Hall 
Museum on Facebook for information on 
upcoming events.

Cherohala Skyway Festival  • Oct. 28 •Second annual
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Big Frog Mountain
Managed as a black bear reserve, Big Frog Mountain Recreation 

Zone is a destination for backpacking, day-hiking and hunting. The 
area offers about 35 miles of backcountry trails, some of which 
climb more than 4,000 feet. Hike Big Frog Trail #64 to the top of 
Big Frog Mountain. The steep climb tops out at more than 4,000 
feet elevation. Several trailheads give access to the Big Frog trail. 
This trail is part of the long distance to Benton MacKaye Trail. Tent 
camping is available at three campgrounds. Jacks River is across 
the road from the confluence of the Jacks and Conasauga Rivers. 
Tumbling Creek is within walking distance of Ocoee Lake. Sylco 
Campground is near the Big Frog Wilderness boundary. 

Hiwassee River
Spectacular forested hillsides and river valleys compliment the 

beauty of the Hiwassee River Gorge. Hike along scenic Hiwassee 
River on the John Muir National Recreation Trail #152, which is also 
part of the Benton MacKaye Trail. Try a short out-and-back 
hike from one of the trailheads or plan a back-country trip 
along this 20.7-mile trail. Trailheads are located at Big 
Bend, Childers Creek and at the end of Forest Road 108. 
Quinn Springs Recreation Area is located off Highway 
30 near the river, where site amenities include tables, 
fire rings, showers and water. Gee Creek State Park is 
on the northern bank of the Hiwassee River and offers 
campsites with tables, fire rings, showers and drinking 
water. Lost Creek Campground, located off Forest 
Road 103, provides a more remote experience with 
tables and fire rings, but no showers or drinking water.

Tellico River
Nearly 30,000 acres of remote backcountry surround the Tellico 

and North River corridors. The Benton MacKaye Trail offers hiking 
opportunities and multiple trails connect the Cherohala Skyway with 
Tellico River Road. Indian Boundary Recreation Area boasts trail 
#129, an easy and popular 3.2-mile hike/bike trail skirting the edge 
of the lake. For a longer hike, try the six-mile Sycamore Creek Trail 
#163, a section of the Benton MacKaye Trail. Access the trail at 
Pheasant Fields on Tellico River Road. For up close views of the 
river, travel along the Tellico River Road (Forest Road 210). Stop to 
admire the area’s best known waterfall, 90-foot Bald River Falls. If 
you are looking for a destination campground, try Indian Boundary. It 
has more than 90 campsites equipped with fire rings, picnic tables, 
lantern posts and electrical hook-ups, with easy access to drinking 
water, showers, flush toilet facilities and an on-site dump station. 

 

Coker Creek
Hike Coker Creek Falls Trail #183, a scenic 3.2-mile trek along 

the gorge in Coker Creek. View a series of deep, clear pools fol-
lowed by cascading, stair step falls. Access the trail by Forest 
Road 2138 off County Road 22, or as a spur off John Muir 
National Recreation Trail #152.

Starr Mountain
Starr Mountain is popular for horse riding and camping 

with nearly 20 miles of trails and a number of roads avail-
able for riding. Lost Corral Campground & Trailhead provides 
the easiest access to the area. This area also features Gee 

Creek Wilderness and the Gee Creek 
Trail #191 trail that only gets more 

challenging the further you hike. 
Access is located near the 

Hiwassee River and state-
managed Gee Creek 

Campground, just 
off Highway 

411.

Take a hike
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BY NANCY DALTON

The old trade and war path now 
known as the Unicoi Turnpike Trail pre-
dates written history.  Depending on 
the time period, the Unicoi has been 
known by many other names. “Unicoi 
Path,” “Tellico Path,” “Overhill Trading 
Path,”  and “Unicoi Turnpike” to name 
a few.  The 67-mile section that runs 
between Vonore, Tenn., and Murphy, 
N.C., was designated on the 16 National 
Millennium Flagship trails and officially 
named “Unicoi Turnpike Trail.”

The Unicoi Turnpike Trail is much 
more than just a path.  The places, 
events, and people associated with the 
Unicoi are linked to our great nation’s 
history.  During the 17th century, the 
path connected the Overhill Cherokee 
towns in Tennessee to the Cherokee 
settlements in the Carolinas and 
Georgia, as well as the Atlantic Ocean 
coastal ports. 

As time passed into the 18th cen-
tury, the trail was used to transport 
thousands of deerskins and furs to 
Charleston and Savannah, from there 
they were shipped to Europe.  The 
French and Indian War prompted British 
soldiers and South Carolina militiamen 
to enter the Overhill Cherokee Country 

on the path to build Fort Loudoun.  
During the American Revolution, 

the trail became a warpath that fun-
neled raids between the colonist and 
Cherokees.  The many footsteps 
crossing into the 19th century brought 
entrepreneurs converting the path into 
a toll road and it became known as 
the Unicoi Turnpike.  Cattlemen herded 
thousands of livestock from Tennessee 
over the Turnpike to the Carolinas and 
Georgia. This spawned new markets for 
residents of East Tennessee and cre-
ated economic opportunities along the 
route.  Inns, taverns, stores, and stock 
pens spouted every 12-13 miles where 
the travelers could spend the night 
and pen their animals.  The discovery 
of gold at Coker Creek in the 1820s 
brought hundreds of prospectors into 
the area causing the U.S. government to 
establish Fort Armistead on the Unicoi 
Turnpike to discourage intruders from 
overrunning Cherokee lands. 

During the Cherokee Removal, the 
Unicoi Turnpike was the first leg of 
the long tearful journey for more 3,000 
Cherokee people who were deported 
from North Carolina on the Trail of 
Tears. When the Civil War erupted the 
old road was mostly abandoned in favor 
of other transportation routes, but a 

tollgate continued to operate at Unicoi 
Gap until the turn of the 20th century.  
During the Civil War, the mountain coun-
ties in East Tennessee were especially 
vulnerable to attacks by bushwhacker 
and guerrillas. This was especially true 
along the Unicoi Turnpike near Unicoi 
Gap area.  In fact the tollgate keeper 
was murdered during one of these raids.

In 1911, after the Weeks Act created 
the USDA Forest Service, sections of 
the turnpike became part of the nation-
al forest lands, leaving those remnants 
of the old road undisturbed.  In June 
2005, a section of the original road-
bed,  that lies in our Cherokee National 
Forest near Coker Creek, was restored 
and opened to the public for hiking 
where you will follow the footsteps of 
people who have traveled this path 
for centuries.  The rest of the Unicoi 
Turnpike can be explored by automobile 
on highways that follow the approximate 
route of the ancient path.

For more information, stop by the 
Tennessee Overhill office at the 

L&N Depot in Etowah, call 423-263-
7232 or email info@tennesseeover-

hill.com.  Ask about our book 
“The Unicoi Turnpike Trail, A Path 

Through Time.”

Exploring the ancient path
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Whoever screamed the famous line, 
“There’s gold in them there hills!” may have 
been onto something.

Organizers in Coker Creek are preparing 
for the 49th annual Autumn Gold Festival, one 
of the most popular events in Monroe County 
and the sole fundraiser for the Coker Creek 
Ruritan Club. The two-day festival brings craft-
ers, artists, food vendors, entertainers and 
more to the Coker Creek Community. This 
year’s festival will be held on Saturday, Oct. 
14 and Sunday, Oct. 15 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on the grounds of Coker Creek Elementary 
and the nearby Ruritan Club, located at mile 
marker 34 on Highway 68 in Coker Creek.

Adult tickets to get into the festival are $4, 
senior citizens and children ages 12-18 are 
$3 and children under 11 are $1. 

Many vendors with homemade arts and 
crafts will be lined around the school’s walk-
ing trail so visitors can walk on pavement, no 
matter the weather conditions. The festival 
will also feature historic demonstrations, 
craftsmen, entertainment, food, wagon rides, 
and the crowd favorite—gold panning.

The crowning of the Autumn Gold Festival 
Queen is another highlight of the annual festi-

As good as Gold

Autumn Gold Festival•Oct. 14-15•
val. This year’s queen contest will be at 1 p.m. 
on Sunday, Oct. 15. An Autumn Gold Festival 
queen, junior queen, princess and doll prin-
cess will be named. Costumes for the queen 
contest can be from any era of American heri-

tage. Judges will select the winners based on 
authentic, old-fashioned costumes, accesso-
ries, poise and presentation. There will be an 
overall winner and two runner-ups from each 
of the four categories. The contest is open to 
any girl, no matter where she if from or how 
old she is. There is no charge to participate. 
Contestants are asked to arrive by noon on 
the day of the contest to register.

Festival proceeds aid the Coker Creek 
Ruritan Club in helping families in need and 
in sponsoring community groups and scholar-
ships. For more information about the Autumn 
Gold Festival, visit the Autumn Gold Festival in 
Coker Creek, TN page on Facebook.
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Making Spirits Bright
for the Holidays

623 N. Tennessee Ave. • Etowah 
423-781-7142

2624 Decatur Pike • Athens
423-252-0001

Locally Owned & Operated

BEER & WINE
Spirits

Great Service
Great Prices

Great Selection

Bring in this coupon and receive

10% Off*
 Any One Item

*Coupon not good with any other offers or discounts. Coupon expires December 31, 2017.

Great
Service

Great Prices
Great

Selection

Start Earning 
Points

When You 
Activate Your
Loyalty Card!

Autumn Gold Festival•Oct. 14-15•
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JESSICA KENT
The Advocate & Democrat

A haunted attraction in Monroe County is doing more 
than just scaring people. 

Center Presbyterian Church’s annual Haunted House 
is one of the most anticipated events of the season. But 
it’s not just about the spooks, screams and scary things—
all proceeds from the event go towards the church’s 
Christmas Basket Fund, which allows the church to give 
out food baskets to the elderly and other families who are 
in need during the Christmas holiday. 

“Each year, the price of groceries and the number of 
families that we help continues to grow so the money 
we make at this event is very important to us,” explained 
Regina Bivens, who has been involved in the planning of 
the haunted house for about 35 years. “We use every 
penny, along with donations, to keep this ministry going.”

‘A ridiculous idea’
The tradition of the Haunted House started about 44 

years ago when, in 1973, Doug Warren joined the Monroe 
County Rescue Squad. 

“A civic group at the time put together food baskets for 
the needy and the Rescue Squad delivered it to them,” said 
Warren, who is now a lead accountant with Warren and 
Tallent CPAs. “It was the first thing that I did as a member 
of the squad.” 

The following year, however, when Warren had not heard 
information about the food baskets, he learned the civic 
club had disbanded. 

“There were no food baskets to deliver,” he said. “I 
thought that was a shame.”

Warren, an active member at Center Presbyterian 
Church, suggested the youth group at the church take over 
the food baskets and the church began to brainstorm ways 
to raise funds for the ministry. 

“My family owned the property across from the church 
and on that property is an old schoolhouse [Center School],” 
explained Warren. “It looked haunted. At the time, there was 
only a haunted house in Athens that was in an old ice plant. 
Everyone from here always went down there. It was pretty 
famous for being a haunted house. We thought that might 
be a good idea, to imitate what they did, and for our youth 
group to do a haunted house in the old school building.”

Of course, the youth group was met with some concerns 
and mixed responses from others in the church. 

“Some didn’t think a church should be involved in a 
haunted house,” said Warren. “The pastor at the time, he’s 
deceased now, whenever we asked for permission to do 
that, he thought it wouldn’t be successful at all. He called it 
a ridiculous idea, but said there was no harm in letting us 
give it a try.”

So, that’s what the youth group did. 
“We probably raised about $1,200 that first year for the 

Terror  
in Tellico

Center’s 
Haunted House 
• Oct. 20-21, 

       Oct. 27-28 •
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ministry between the haunted house and the 
fundraiser,” said Warren. “A couple hundred 
people went through.”

Forty-four years later, Center’s Haunted 
House continues to grow. 

“It’s a pretty large project now,” said 
Warren. “It’s by far the biggest fundraiser 
for the Christmas Basket Fund. I think they 
make $6,000-7,000 every year now. It has 
survived the test of time. Most adults didn’t 
think we would ever be successful, but we 
proved them wrong.”

Warren was active in coordinating the 
haunted house for the first 10-12 years, 
but he said Bivens has been instrumental in 
keeping it going since. 

“We have anywhere from 600 to 800 peo-
ple that attend each year now,” said Bivens. 
“It’s become a tradition to many. We see 
some of the same people every year and we 
try to keep the cost of admission down so 
families can afford to come and have fun.”

The Haunted House became so success-
ful over the years that the church eventually 
bought the property from Warren’s family. 

“They built a parking lot and outdoor court 
on it and kept the house on the grounds,” 
said Warren. 

The art of the scare
The church begins planning for the haunt-

ed house early in September.
“We watch new movies and try to plan 

around the favorites that tend to have the 
most effect,” she said. “We try to do some-
thing different each year, but we bring back 
some of the people’s favorites.”

Around 35 church volunteers come togeth-
er to make the haunted house a success and 
create the frightful characters.

“There have been some people who have 
wet their pants,” laughed Warren. “Some 
people break and run out because they can’t 
make it all the way through. We’ve even had 
to carry some people out.”

While you will see some familiar charac-
ters from movies, such as Freddy, Jason and 
Michael Myers, it is the behind-the-scenes 
work that creates the art of the scare. 

“We had someone lying in a hospital bed 
one year and we took a chain saw, took the 
chain off of it and then we would take the 
saw and lay it on the person’s stomach,” 
said Warren. “We put kids under the bed with 
water guns filled with warm water. When the 

chain saw would crank up, the kids would 
squirt the water guns and it would scare 
people to death thinking it was blood squirting 
on them.”

Warren said the simple things would cre-
ate the most intensified terror. 

“One year, we had a cage of rattlesnakes 
sitting outside of the house and we would tell 
people some had gotten loose and to tell us 
if they spotted any,” he said. “While they were 
in the house, we would take pieces of an old 
water hose and touch their ankles or feet with 
it. You could stand a few feet away with a 
hose and do that and they would never know.” 

“Another time we dug holes in the ground 
and would cover it up with a wooden table. 
When people would walk by, people would 
reach up and grab them by the ankle,” he 
added. “It’s really some of the smallest things 
that have turned into the scariest.”

People enjoy the haunted house so much 
that they often applaud at the end. 

“When we’re through with the group and 
we are taking them back to the fire, they 
often give the workers a round of applause 
and tell them how much they have enjoyed 
it,” said Bivens. “This makes the experience 
worth the time and effort we put in it.”

‘A church tradition’
While Warren isn’t actively involved 

in the haunted house planning any-
more, his son and grandchildren are. 

“My son and grandson are normally 
characters and my granddaughter is 
usually one of the guides that takes 
people up to the house,” he said. 
”People who work on the haunted 
house have been a part of it since 

they were kids. it really created an opportu-
nity for people to work together on a project.”

“I would call it a church tradition,” said 
Bivens. “All my children help do this every 
year too, along with other church members 
and their children and even grandchildren. It 
makes us proud that our children will give 
up their time and energy to do this to help 
others. We try to instill Christian love in their 
hearts and show them that even though the 
haunted house is hard to do and takes a lot 
of time, it is worth it to see the faces of the 
people at Christmas when we take them 
their food and the look on children’s faces 
when they see the toys.”

The church never sets a monetary goal 
for the haunted house. 

“We think that whatever we raise is a 
blessing from God and we are happy with it,” 
said Bivens. “God continues to bless us every 
year. Every person that comes through helps 
us to be able to help others at Christmas. By 
coming and having a good time, you’re able 
to help someone else. It’s a win for whoever 
comes and a win for us too.”

This year, the haunted house will be held 
on Friday and Saturday, Oct. 20-21 and Oct. 
27-28 from 7-11 p.m. each night. Admission 
is $3. Center’s Haunted House is located 
just across from the church at 6265 Highway 
360, just two miles outside of Tellico Plains.
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MELISSA KINTON
The Advocate & Democrat Correspondent

Historic Fort Loudoun in Vonore will return to life for two 
days this October with soldiers, settlers, craftsmen, merchants, 
women and children. Visitors will be transported back in time as 
hundreds of re-enactors portray an 18th century trade faire.

According to Fort Loudoun State Historic Area park ranger 
Will Kinton, a trade faire is a colonial version of a big county 
fair. People from a wide area would come together to buy 
and sell, entertain and be entertained. The event drew a var-
ied group, from pick pockets to preachers and everything in 
between.

“Trade faires during this time period would have been an 
exciting event,” said Kinton. “Many people who were isolated 
from community would come to such gatherings to shop, trade 
and fellowship.”

The 2017 Trade Faire will be held on Oct. 21 and 22 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Fort Loudoun State Historic 
Area on Highway 360 on Vonore. Tickets are $10 for 
adults. Children 12 and under are free.

Last year, 22 vendors attended Fort 
Loudoun’s Trade Faire to sell 18th century 
goods. Park Manager Eric Hughey said he 
expected more this year. The faire was 
moved to October several years ago to 
accommodate better weather and beautiful fall 
scenery, which attracts more visitors and ven-
dors alike.

Musical acts will include The Caudells and Thunder 
and Spice. Performers include The Clockwork Clown, 
Magician Rodney the Younger, The Amazing Budabi 
Brothers, and Common Stock. Parson John will be 

teaching at the “Meeting House.” Period food will be available 
from the Ram & Poni.

The fort (in use from 1756 to 1760) was built during the 
French and Indian war by the British colony of South Carolina. 
Its primary purpose was to secure the British’s relationship 

with the Cherokee in hopes 
of preventing French attacks 
on the Southern colonies. The 
Cherokee, ironically, captured 

the fort and its occu-
pants, leading to its 

downfall in 1760.

For more information 
about Fort Loudoun, 

call 423-884-6217 or 
visit www.fortloudoun.com

A step back in time
Trade Faire at Fort Loudoun•Oct. 21-22•



 Tennessee Mountain Traveler, Fall & Winter 2017  | 15 14 |  Tennessee Mountain Traveler, Fall & Winter 2017 

 Family Restaurant. Family Priced.
Restaurant & General Store

Home Cooked Buffet 
Soups • Salads • Meats 
Vegetables • Desserts

Full Menu Available. Breakfast All Day.

423.337.5825
I-75 Exit 62 

576 Oakland Rd. • Sweetwater, TN

Open Daily at 6:00 am

Come eat and shop!

Etowah, TN
A Great Place for Business

Etowah Area Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 458 - Etowah TN 37331 • (423) 263-2228 

info@etowahcoc.org

September 15-October 1
The Gem Players Presents

The Sugar Bean Sisters
Historic Gem Theater. For times and schedule call 263-3270

October 7 & 8
Etowah Arts & Crafts Festival
Historic L&N Depot. For more information call 263-2228

October 31 • 4-6 p.m.
Streets of Treats
Downtown Historic Etowah

November 4 • 3 p.m.
Veteran’s Day Parade
Downtown Etowah

December 2-23
Santa’s Hiwassee Holiday Train
L&N Depot. For schedules call 263-7840

December 7 • 7 p.m.
Etowah Christmas Parade
Downtown Etowah. For more information call 263-2228

For more events go to www.etowahcoc.org

A step back in time
Trade Faire at Fort Loudoun•Oct. 21-22•
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Hooper Bald Trailhead
5,290 ft.
A quarter-mile hike leads to
Hooper Bald, near the site of the
old hunting preserve where
many exotic species, including
the Russian boar, were imported
by George Moore in 1908. An
information board, restrooms,
and two picnic tables are easily
accessed from the parking lot.

Santeetlah
5,390 ft.
Over a mile-high in
elevation, enjoy a
picnic (3 tables) at the
highest overlook along
the Skyway.

Shute Cove
3,550 ft.
A quiet picnic can be
enjoyed at the one
table available at this
pullover. A few steps
to the small wooden
platform presents a
beautiful view into the
valley below.

Santeetlah Gap
2,660 ft.
A bulletin board
provides
information about
the Cherohala
Skyway.

Wright Cove 4,150 ft.

Huckleberry 5,300 ft.Big Junction
5,240 ft.

Mud Gap Trailhead
4,480 ft.

State Line
(Beech Gap 4,490 ft.)

West
Rattlesnake Rock
Trailhead
4,000 ft.

Brushy Ridge
3,750 ft.
Overlooking Sassafras
Ridge and other major
ridges running south
down to the Tellico
River.

Lake View
3,360 ft.
A perfect place to
enjoy distant views of
Tellico Lake. This lake
was created from TVA
dams of the Little
Tennessee River.

Bald River Falls
Located on Forest Service Road 210, you can view
Bald River Falls without leaving your car as water
cascades over 100 feet onto the rocks below.
Further along the road you may be interested in
visiting the State operated trout hatchery.

Weather Conditions
Important to consider before traveling the Skyway. Snow
is common from mid November through mid April-
especially in the higher elevations.

Note: The Cherohala Skyway is a State maintained road,
with the amenities maintained by the US Forest Service.
For each state, please contact the appropriate Sheriffs
Department for road conditions and the appropriate
Forest Service Ranger Station for recreation information.

Cell phone coverage along the Cherohala Skyway is very sporadic.
There is a public phone at the Cherohala Skyway Visitor Center.
Above Indian Boundary there is some cell phone coverage.

Ducktown, TN

Coker Creek
Welcome Center

Information
Station
Bulletin board
welcomes visitors
with general
information about
the Skyway and
Tellico Ranger
District.

Tellico
River
950 ft.
The Tellico
River is
famous for
its trout
fishing.

Caney Branch 1,370 ft.

Tellico Ranger
Station

Haw Knob
Slopes 4,890 ft.

Whigg Cove 4,570 ft.

Eagle Gap Trailhead
3,600 ft.

Grassy Gap Trailhead
3,400 ft.

East Rattlesnake Rock 4,110 ft.

Unicoi Crest 4,470 ft.

Stratton Ridge
4,420 ft.
This is a perfect place to
stretch, enjoy a picnic
lunch (5 tables), or use
the restroom facilities. A
bulletin board provides
additional information
about the Skyway.

Obadiah
3,740 ft.
Listen carefully to
the sound of
Santeetlah Creek
far below while
enjoying the
mountain vista
offered at this
scenic overlook.

Hooper Cove
3,100 ft.
This open area with a
view into the Santeetlah
Creek drainage offers a
perfect spot for a picnic
lunch (four tables).

Spirit Ridge
4,950 ft.
Take a leisurely stroll
(about 3/10th of a mile)
along an easy grade
through a northern
hardwood forest to a
fabulous vista overlooking
the Byway and a seemingly
endless range of mountains.
The trail is accessible for
the physically challenged
and two picnic tables are
easily accessed from the
parking lot.

Horse Cove
Campground

Rattler Ford Group
Campground
(By reservation through
the Cheoah Ranger
Station)

To Robbinsville
and the Cheoah
Ranger Station
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Oosterneck Creek
1,045 ft.
Overlook and boating takeout
on the Tellico River. When the
water is up, the Tellico River,
with it’s Class III, IV, V, rapids,
is quite a challenge for
canoeists and kayakers.

Turkey Creek
2,630 ft.
Overlook with 3 picnic tables and
Restroom. Beautiful view from the
Appalachians over the Tennessee
River Valley. Tellico Plains can be
seen in the distance.

Indian Boundary Campground
Just off the scenic Skyway on Forest Service Road 345.
Offering 100 campsites as well as day use picnicking,
swimming and biking. Open April-September. Reservations are
recommended. Call the Tellico Ranger Station or the Cherohala
Skyway Visitor Center for information.

Tellico River
920 ft.
The Tellico River has
been the scene of
human occupation for
12,000 years. For much
of this time it was the
domain of Native
Americans. From at
least 1650 AD, the
Cherokee Indians
resided here.
After the Cherokee
Removal in 1838, the
area was opened for
Euro-American
settlement. Tellico,
“tel-li--quo” means
“plains” in Cherokee.

The wilderness areas
surrounding the Cherohala
Skyway are beautiful and
alluring, but not necessarily
suited for everyone to explore.
As a visitor to wilderness, you
should be aware that you are
entering a primitive environment.
You will face the challenge of
being entirely self-sufficient–no
trail signs, no restrooms, no
water spigots. Some people may just rather drive by, enjoy the
view, and visit more developed trails and recreation areas.

Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest
In 1936, an extraordinary 3,800 acres of “one of the few
remaining tracts of virgin hardwood in the Appalachians” was
set aside as a memorial forest in
honor of Joyce Kilmer. Kilmer, a poet,
journalist, and World War I soldier
killed in action, is best remembered
for his poem, “Trees.” This impres-
sive forest contains some of the
finest timber grown in these moun-
tains with many huge trees over 20
feet around the base and more than
a hundred feet high. A 2-mile loop
trail winds beneath the towering trees
and through a forest carpeted by a
rich variety of wildflowers, ferns, and
moss-covered logs from the fallen giants. The Memorial
Forest, also part of the Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock
Wilderness, can only be seen on foot.
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Cherohala Skyway Visitor Center
225 Cherohala Skyway
Tellico Plains, TN 37385
423-253-8010

Coker Creek Welcome Center
12197 New Hwy 68
Coker Creek, TN 37314
423-261-2286

North Carolina Emergency Information

Nantahala National Forest
Cheoah Ranger Station
Rt. 1, Box 16-A
Robbinsville, NC 28771
(828) 479-6431

Sheriffs Department
Graham County, NC     (828) 479-3352

Tennessee Emergency Information

Cherokee National Forest
Tellico Ranger Station
250 Ranger Station Road
Tellico Plains, TN 37385
(423) 253-8400

Sheriffs Department
Monroe County, TN     (423) 442-3911
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the Russian boar, were imported
by George Moore in 1908. An
information board, restrooms,
and two picnic tables are easily
accessed from the parking lot.

Santeetlah
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Over a mile-high in
elevation, enjoy a
picnic (3 tables) at the
highest overlook along
the Skyway.

Shute Cove
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A quiet picnic can be
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table available at this
pullover. A few steps
to the small wooden
platform presents a
beautiful view into the
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the Cherohala
Skyway.

Wright Cove 4,150 ft.

Huckleberry 5,300 ft.Big Junction
5,240 ft.

Mud Gap Trailhead
4,480 ft.

State Line
(Beech Gap 4,490 ft.)

West
Rattlesnake Rock
Trailhead
4,000 ft.

Brushy Ridge
3,750 ft.
Overlooking Sassafras
Ridge and other major
ridges running south
down to the Tellico
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was created from TVA
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Bald River Falls
Located on Forest Service Road 210, you can view
Bald River Falls without leaving your car as water
cascades over 100 feet onto the rocks below.
Further along the road you may be interested in
visiting the State operated trout hatchery.

Weather Conditions
Important to consider before traveling the Skyway. Snow
is common from mid November through mid April-
especially in the higher elevations.

Note: The Cherohala Skyway is a State maintained road,
with the amenities maintained by the US Forest Service.
For each state, please contact the appropriate Sheriffs
Department for road conditions and the appropriate
Forest Service Ranger Station for recreation information.

Cell phone coverage along the Cherohala Skyway is very sporadic.
There is a public phone at the Cherohala Skyway Visitor Center.
Above Indian Boundary there is some cell phone coverage.
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about the Skyway.
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offered at this
scenic overlook.
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This open area with a
view into the Santeetlah
Creek drainage offers a
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lunch (four tables).

Spirit Ridge
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(about 3/10th of a mile)
along an easy grade
through a northern
hardwood forest to a
fabulous vista overlooking
the Byway and a seemingly
endless range of mountains.
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and two picnic tables are
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Oosterneck Creek
1,045 ft.
Overlook and boating takeout
on the Tellico River. When the
water is up, the Tellico River,
with it’s Class III, IV, V, rapids,
is quite a challenge for
canoeists and kayakers.

Turkey Creek
2,630 ft.
Overlook with 3 picnic tables and
Restroom. Beautiful view from the
Appalachians over the Tennessee
River Valley. Tellico Plains can be
seen in the distance.

Indian Boundary Campground
Just off the scenic Skyway on Forest Service Road 345.
Offering 100 campsites as well as day use picnicking,
swimming and biking. Open April-September. Reservations are
recommended. Call the Tellico Ranger Station or the Cherohala
Skyway Visitor Center for information.

Tellico River
920 ft.
The Tellico River has
been the scene of
human occupation for
12,000 years. For much
of this time it was the
domain of Native
Americans. From at
least 1650 AD, the
Cherokee Indians
resided here.
After the Cherokee
Removal in 1838, the
area was opened for
Euro-American
settlement. Tellico,
“tel-li--quo” means
“plains” in Cherokee.

The wilderness areas
surrounding the Cherohala
Skyway are beautiful and
alluring, but not necessarily
suited for everyone to explore.
As a visitor to wilderness, you
should be aware that you are
entering a primitive environment.
You will face the challenge of
being entirely self-sufficient–no
trail signs, no restrooms, no
water spigots. Some people may just rather drive by, enjoy the
view, and visit more developed trails and recreation areas.

Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest
In 1936, an extraordinary 3,800 acres of “one of the few
remaining tracts of virgin hardwood in the Appalachians” was
set aside as a memorial forest in
honor of Joyce Kilmer. Kilmer, a poet,
journalist, and World War I soldier
killed in action, is best remembered
for his poem, “Trees.” This impres-
sive forest contains some of the
finest timber grown in these moun-
tains with many huge trees over 20
feet around the base and more than
a hundred feet high. A 2-mile loop
trail winds beneath the towering trees
and through a forest carpeted by a
rich variety of wildflowers, ferns, and
moss-covered logs from the fallen giants. The Memorial
Forest, also part of the Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock
Wilderness, can only be seen on foot.
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They did the dash, The

•Oct. 28•
The American Cancer Society and 

Relay For Life of Monroe County will hold 
a Monster Dash on Saturday, Oct. 28. 
The 5K and 1-mile family fun run/walk 
will be held at the Kahite Club House, 
located at 400 Kahite Trail in Vonore. 

Registration will be from 8 a.m. to 
9 a.m. At 9 a.m., there will be costume 
judging. Awards will be given for the best 
costumes, but you do not have to wear a 
costume to participate. 

The run/walk begins at 9:30 a.m. This 
will be a timed event by Kevin Mahan, 
USTA Level 2 certified event director.

Awards will be given to the top three 

finishers in both the male and female 
category for the 5K. First, second and 
third place awards will also be given 
for each age category for both the 
male and female runners. Age cat-
egories are as follows: 10 and under, 
11-15, 16-20, 21-25, 26-30, 31-35, 
36-40, 41-45, 46-50, 51-55, 56-60, 
61-65, and 65 and over.

A dry-fit race shirt in safety green 
with the Monster Dash design, along with 
a goodie bag, is guaranteed for pre-
registered participants. Pre-registered 
forms and money must be received or 
registration online completed by Oct. 17. 

Extra shirts will be available on a first-
come, first-serve basis for those who 
register after the deadline or on the day 
of the event. 

Pre-registration is $25 or day-of entry 
is $30. You can register for the event 
online at www.active.com; just search 
for Monster Dash—Vonore. You may also 
register by sending payment and informa-
tion to Monster Dash Run/Walk at 117 
Doostoo Lane, Loudon, TN 37774. 

For more information, email angela.
mathis@cancer.org or call 423-421-
0188. There are also levels of sponsor-
ships available.
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Sponsored by
Sweetwater Merchants & Property Owners Association

Downtown Sweetwater
Saturday, November 25 • 5 PM-9 PM

Photos

Small Town ChristmasSmall Town Christmas
Christmas Shopping with

Special Children’s ShoppingArea• Horse & Buggy Rides

• Antique Fire Truck

•Carolers

• Marshmallow Roast

• Live Music & 
Entertainment

•Festive Lights & 
Decorations

423-351-1098
101 E. Morris Street, Sweetwater, Tennessee 37874

In the heart of Sweetwater’s Antiques District.
Mon.-Thurs.: 11am-4pm • Fri. & Sat.: Sat. 11am-5pm

Closed Sunday

Hometown 
Hospitality, 

Big City Quality

www.hunterscafesweetwatertn.com

Steaks • Seafood • Pasta • Sandwiches
Salads • Homemade Soups

ALL PRICES UNDER $50
Phone: 423-442-8638 

Fax: 423-442-8641
4930-D New Highway 68
Madisonville, TN 37354

email: judy@skywaytitle.com

Serving Your Real Estate Needs

We offer Title Documents, Real Estate 
Closings, Abstract and Title Insurance.

It will be a pleasure to serve you!
Locally owned & operated with over 35 years experience.

Judy Thacker - Owner

Serving Monroe County and East Tennessee with 
excellent service in all of your real estate needs.

•Oct. 28•
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GREG MOSES
The Daily Post-Athenian

The dream that became Savannah Oaks 
Winery started with a simple “grape escape.”

“We planted our first grapes in 1990 after 
a day trip to Morris Vineyard in Charleston,” 
said Betty Davis, who founded Savannah Oaks 
with her husband, Bruce. “My father came to 
visit us, and he loves growing things, so after 
the trip, we bought him and my husband each 
three muscadine plants to grow. My husband 
planted his and found out that our farm’s soil 
was so conducive to growing muscadines that 
they just kept growing and growing. So, Bruce 
started cultivating them as a hobby. He started 
with an acre and just kept expanding.”

While the two originally sold grapes to Pigeon 
Forge and Loudon County wineries, in 2002, 
they decided to try making their own wines.

“When Bruce retired from the railroad, he 
decided to follow his dream of opening a win-
ery,” Davis said. “But, he wanted me to help.”

The Davis’ purchased land on the 
Savannah Farm – which once covered 11,000 
total acres across Polk County – and started 
Savannah Oaks Winery in 2002.

“The winery is an 1860 cantilever barn that 
was built by 40 men in one day,” Davis said. 
“It was moved it from Georgetown Road in 
Cleveland to Savannah Oaks.”

The selection of wines has grown over the 
years, ranging from sweet to dry.

“In Tennessee, everyone grew up on Coca-
Cola and sweet tea, so most folks tend to 
like the sweeter wines, though we have many 
customers who enjoy the dries,” Davis said. 
“We grow the muscadines ourselves, and then 
we have other grape varietals we use to make 
some of the wines. We try to buy as much 
local fruit as we can, but sometimes we have 
to go out of state if we can’t get it here.”

It’s appropriate, then, that the wines would 
be named after the region’s landmarks and 
geographical features.

“There’s the Etowah Derailer, which is 
named after Etowah and its railroad heritage. 
The Ocoee Go and Hiwassee Red Huzzy are 
named after the rivers nearby – Hiwassee 
Red’s boyfriend is the Gee Creek Con a Suee, 
which is a pig. Our initials are S-O-W, so it 
started as a joke that we put a pig on our 
logo, but now the pig is our mascot,” Davis 
said. “Our most popular wine is Home For the 
Holidays, which is a blend of muscadine and 
concord grapes. We were just going to make it 
for one Christmas season in 2002, but it was 
such a huge hit that we’ve continued making it 
every year since.”

You can sample these and other wines 
seven days a week in Savannah Oaks’ tast-
ing room (10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays through 
Thursdays, 10 to 7 Fridays and Saturdays, and 
1 to 6 Sundays). Or, you can try them during 

some of the unique events the winery hosts 
throughout the year and on its grounds, includ-
ing in Savannah Oaks’ indoor pavilion.

“We’ve hosted a lot of events at the pavil-
ion and on the grounds – we’re set up for 
indoor and outdoor events. We have a small 
area for up to 60 people and then the pavilion 
can seat up to 500 for a concert. The pavilion 
has two stages so that, when one group’s 
setting up, another can be playing, and that’s 
worked out well for us,” Davis said.

Savannah Oaks Winery currently has the 
following events planned:

• On Saturday, Nov. 4, from 3-7 p.m., the 
Grape Escape which features music, food and 
wine. The cost is $25. 

• On the first Thursday night of every 
month, the winery will host a painting class 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. The cost is $25 per per-
son. Call for reservations.

• The winery has free music on the Side 
Porch every Saturday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

If wine’s not your thing, don’t worry.
“We’re one of the few wineries in the area 

with a beer license,” Davis said. “So, if you 
don’t want wine, that’s available. And, we also 
sell other items such as local cheeses. We 
really do have something for everyone’s taste.”

For information, call Savannah Oaks Winery 
at 423-263-0421 or 423-263-1513, or visit the 
website at www.savannahoakswinery.com

The Grape Escape
Photo By Marvin Harper
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1817 Delano Road • Delano, TN 37325
Located on Highway 411 between Etowah & Benton

next to Hiwassee River

423-263-0421 or 423-263-1513

The Perfect Place
To Host Your Wedding 
or Special Event!

www.savannahoakswinery.com

Family Owned 
& Operated by
Bruce & Betty 

Davis

Visit The Winery For A Tour Or Taste
Featuring A Great Selection Of

• Wines • Amish Products • Sweetwater 
Valley Cheeses • Butter & More

Also Be Sure To Visit Our Gift Shop

Spend your weekend wine tasting for the perfect pairing of relaxation 
and fun. We offer an award-winning selection of handcrafted wines for 
you to enjoy in the welcoming surroundings of our tasting room, patio 
or restaurant. Whether it’s a wedding, special event, a weekend getaway 
or simply a relaxing afternoon, we promise a tasting experience to savor.

Equipped with
Pavilion, Gazebo,

Bride’s Area & More!
Catering Also

Available!

Call today to book your wedding or 
special event!

Restaurant
2021 Highway 411 • Vonore, TN 37885

423-884-6673
www.countrysiderestaurant.com

Home of
“All-You-Can-
Eat Fish”

Stop In Today For 
A Great Meal!

WELCOME TO MONROE COUNTY

A Great 
Place to 

Work & Live

MONROE COUNTY 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Bryan S. Hall, Director 
103 College Street South, Suite 6

Madisonville, TN 37354
423-442-3652   Mobile: 423-337-1027

Email: bryan.hall@monroetn.com
www.monroeeconomicdevelopment.com
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MELISSA KINTON
The Advocate & Democrat Correspondent

Looking for a more traditional Christmas 
celebration this year? An 18th century 
Christmas at Fort Loudoun State Historic 
Area in Vonore might be the perfect way to 
unplug and rewind. This year’s Christmas gar-
rison will be Saturday, Dec. 2.

“The Christmas garrison is always one of 
my favorites,” said Will Kinton, park ranger.

Men, women and children re-enactors will 
be on hand in the fort beginning at 10 a.m. 
The fort will be decorated in rustic style, 
with leaves and berries, as it might have 
been when it was in use in 1756. Guests will 
receive a program with the day’s schedule 
and the words and music to several 18th cen-
tury Christmas carols, which everyone will sing 

Historic downtown Sweetwater 
plays host to A Small Town Christmas 
event every November on the Saturday 
after Thanksgiving. 

This year’s event is on Nov. 25, which is 
also Small Business Saturday where shop-
pers are urged across American to shop 
small, local stores.

The annual Small Town Christmas event 
began about 16 years ago and was the 
brainchild of the late Janice Johnson and 
other downtown merchants who wanted to 
draw more people to the town’s antique 
district, which had begun a renaissance 
with new businesses and remodeling of 
historic buildings. This new event would 
serve as a springboard to many of the 
downtown events held today throughout the 
year, which include the National Muscadine 
Festival held earlier in the fall and a big 
Independence Day celebration downtown.

Specifics for this year’s A Small Town 
Christmas are still being planned. However, 
the event usually includes hayrides, ven-
dors, arts and crafts, food and entertain-
ment all set up on and around Main Street. 

All proceeds will benefit the Sweetwater 

It’s beginning to look a lot...
Small Town Christmas•Nov. 25•

Main Street program, which plans future 
growth and provides grants and project 
funding for improvements in the historic 
downtown area. The Sweetwater Main 
Street Committee sponsors this event 
in coordination with the Sweetwater 

Merchants and Property Owners 
Association (SMPOA) and the City of 
Sweetwater. 

For more information, contact Jane 
McGuire at 423-337-5976 or to become a 
vendor, call City Hall at 423-337-6979. 

...like Christmas

together in the afternoon. 
At 5 p.m., re-enactors and guests will gath-

er in the park’s museum for refreshments and 
comradery before embarking on a candlelight 
tour of the fort at 6 p.m. The paved path from 
the museum to the fort, just more than 100 

yards, is lit each year by luminaires. Once 
inside the fort, each building is beautifully lit by 
candles, fireplaces and brightly burning torch-
es set up at each stop along the path.

It’s unlike any other way to celebrate 
Christmas this century.

An 18th Century Christmas•Dec. 2•
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Apply in person at Plant 1 or send your
 resume to carol.clenney@jtekt.com

JTEKT Automotive-Vonore 
55 Excellence Way • Vonore, TN 37884

www.jtekt-na.com

Now Hiring 
Production 
Technicians

& Other
Positions

Hwy. 411 

Madisonville

442-2128

Come to Our Old Fashioned Cruise-In

2nd Saturday 
in April-October

Celebrating

53 Years!

We want to say 
THANK YOU 
for a great 
53 years!

THE TOWN OF 
TELLICO PLAINS, TN

Welcome!
From the Citizens of Tellico Plains

Come & See!

Recreation, hunting, fishing, swimming, camping, kayaking, 
canoeing, picnicking or just a leisure drive across the Skyway. 

Enjoy street dancing at our 4th of July Celebration. 
If you can’t find it in Tellico Plains, it can’t be found!!!

“Getaway to the Cherokee National Forest 
& The Cherohala Skyway”

The Small Town with the Big Back Yard

It’s beginning to look a lot...
Small Town Christmas•Nov. 25•

...like Christmas

An 18th Century Christmas•Dec. 2•
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Shop. Dine. Play.
Whether you spend an hour or the whole day in
Historic Downtown Sweetwater, we are sure you
will enjoy discovering all that we have to offer 
and will find yourself returning to our wonderful
town again and again!

One of the biggest early events for the 
Christmas season in Athens and McMinn 
County is the Old-Fashioned Downtown 
Christmas in historic downtown Athens.

The holiday event is sponsored by Athens’  
Downtown Business Association working with 
other sponsors. This year’s event is on Friday 
evening (5 p.m.-9 p.m.) on Nov. 17.

The event is held in the center of the old 
downtown and is designed to bring shoppers 
to local businesses, which will be open late 
that night, organizers said.

“We are trying to showcase what we 
have,” Missy Ford said of connecting shop-
pers with local businesses.

Ford said the event is usually held a week 
before Sweetwater’s A Small Town Christmas 
to give shoppers a chance to attend both 
holiday events.

Come stroll through the streets of historic 
downtown Athens. Take a ride in horse-drawn 
carriages, hop aboard the trackless train, 
and enjoy outdoor Christmas movies. Also, 

Old Fashioned Downtown Christmas•Nov.17•

be sure to take a spin on the outdoor ice 
skating rink. You don’t want to miss the tree 
lighting and Christmas carols. Please be sure 
to check out the local vendors and all the 
food. 

What better way to kick off the holiday 
season than in downtown Athens?

If you are interested in becoming a ven-
dor, contact Missy Ford at 423-506-8052 or 
at athenschristmas@gmail.com or visit the 
event’s Facebook page.

Winter Wonderland
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 The Charles Hall Museum, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit foundation governed by a board of 
directors, exists to preserve regional, Appalachian, and American history with an emphasis 
on the Tellico Plains area. Showcased in two museum buildings are over 6,000 artifacts and 
thousands of historical pictures and documents either displayed or archived. Among the 
items displayed are Native American tools, arrowheads, beads and jewelry, 300 firearms 
and swords, over 250 antique telephones, coins and currency ranging from the 1/2 cent to 
the $10,000.00 gold certificate, a 120 piece Confederate money collection that includes the 
1 cent coin to the $500.00 bill, a moonshine still, local mill stones, a 1934 Plymouth restored 
automobile, a 22 Model T Ford telephone repair truck, and so much more.

Museum Hours:
 Open 7 Days Per Week: Mon.-Sun. 10am-5pm

Admission: FREE (Donations appreciated)

A Museum of American History

229 Cherohala Skyway 
Tellico Plains, TN 37385

423-253-8000 • 423-253-2111
www.charleshallmuseum.com

E-mail: charleshallmuseum@hotmail.com
and Gif t  Shop &

Cherohala  Biker Gear

Upcoming Events:
Cherohala Challenge • Saturday, June 17

Tennessee Trail of Tears Association Meeting • Saturday, June 24
Total Solar Eclipse Celebration • August 19-21 (www.facebook.com/TotalityinTellico)

Cherohala Skyway Festival • October 28 (www.skyway-festival.com)

www.michae lsgreatfood.com

925 N Congress Pkwy. N
Athens, TN 37303

Delivering Exceptional Taste & Service 
To Your Special Event

CORPORATE MEETINGS

OF
FIC

E
LU

NC
HE

ON
S

WEDDINGS

Maria Jaibat, Owner • 423-506-0206

Off ice: 423-649-0000  •  Fax: 423-649-0050

862 Highway 411
Etowah, TN 37331

Old Fashioned Downtown Christmas•Nov.17•
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Oct. 13-14, 20-21, 27-28, 31
Trail of Terror

   Christianburg Volunteer Fire Department will 
hold its annual Trail of Terror on Oct. 13-14, 
20-21, 27-28 and Halloween night from 8 
p.m. to 11 p.m. each night. Admission is $5 
per person. For more information, call the 
station at 423-337-2506. Location is 275 Fire 
Department Road in Sweetwater. 

Oct. 14
Pumpkintown

   For the 14th year in a row, downtown Athens 
in McMinn County will host the classic fall fes-
tival Pumpkintown, which will take place from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 14. A 5K 
run, dog costume contest, vendors, arts and 
crafts and more are just part of the fun. For 
more information, visit: https://www.facebook.
com/PumpkintownFestivalAthensTN/

Oct. 14-15
Autumn Gold Festival

   Coker Creek Ruritan Club’s 49th Annual 
Autumn Gold Festival is a two-day event that 
brings crafters, artists, food vendors, enter-
tainers and more to the Coker Creek Com-
munity. This year’s festival is scheduled for 
Saturday, Oct. 14, and Sunday, Oct. 15, from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on the grounds of Coker Creek 
Elementary School and the nearby Ruritan 
Club. See page 10 for more information.

Oct. 16
Taste of Monroe

   The annual Taste of Monroe, sponsored by 
the Monroe County Chamber of Commerce, 
will be held on Monday, Oct. 16, from 4:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in downtown Madisonville. 
The event features local restaurants and will 
provide visitors with “A Taste of Monroe!” Ad-
mission is $10 for adults or $5 for ages 4-12. 
Children ages 3 and under will be admitted for 
free. Chamber members’ tickets are $8.

Oct. 20-21, 27-28
Center’s Haunted House

   Center Presbyterian Church’s annual Haunt-
ed House will be held on Friday and Saturday, 
Oct. 20-21 and Oct. 27-28, from 7 p.m. to 11 
p.m. each night. The haunted house is located 
across from the church. Admission is $3. See 
pages 12-13 for more information.

Oct. 21-22
18th Century Trade Faire

   Fort Loudoun State Historic Area in Vonore 
will come alive for its 18th Century Trade 
Faire on Oct. 21-22, which features encamp-
ments of soldiers, settlers and Native Ameri-
cans. See page 14 for more information.

Oct. 22
Rocky Top Run

   The fifth annual Rocky Top Run will be held 
on Sunday, Oct. 22, in downtown Sweetwa-
ter. Proceeds from the event go to the Greg 
Collette Scholarship fund. The 1-mile Color 
Me Rad Run/Walk and 5K Run/Walk has an 
opening ceremony at 1:30 p.m. The kid’s run 
is at 2 p.m. with the 5K following at 2:30 p.m. 
Register online at runsignup.com/rockytoprun 
or on the day of the race at noon. The cost 
of registration for the 5K is $25 or $15 for 
the Kids 1-mile Color Me Rad Run/Walk. Reg-
ister by Oct. 13 to guarantee a T-shirt. Chil-
dren can participate in both races for a $30 
fee. Teams can also participate (minimum 
of three people per team) for a cost of $25 
for each participant. For more information, 
contact Marcella Cooper at 423-836-0963.

Oct. 28
Cherohala Skyway Festival

   The second annual Cherohala Skyway 
Festival will be held on Saturday, Oct. 28 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Charles Hall Museum 
and Monroe County Tourism Department will 
host this family event on the grounds of the 

Charles Hall Museum, located at 229 Chero-
hala Skyway in Tellico Plains. See page 7 for 
more information.

Oct. 28
Monster Dash

   The American Cancer Society and Relay 
For Life of Monroe County will hold a Monster 
Dash on Saturday, Oct. 28. The 5K and 1-mile 
fun run/walk will be held at the Kahite Club 
House. See page 18 for more information.

Oct. 28
Vonore Duck Drop

   Purchase a $5 ticket for a chance to win 
$1,000 in the Vonore Duck Drop, which will 
be held on Saturday, Oct. 28, in downtown 
Vonore. Ducks will be dropped at 2 p.m. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the Vonore Veterans Memo-
rial Park. For more information or to purchase 
tickets, call the Vonore Heritage Museum at 
423-884-2989.

Oct. 28-29
Judgement Day drama

   Fairview Baptist Tabernacle Church in 
Sweetwater will hold a walk-thru Judgement 
Day drama on Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 
28-29, from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. each night. 
Admission is free.

Nov. 4
The Grape Escape

   On Saturday, Nov. 4, from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m., 
Savannah Oaks Winery will present the Grape 
Escape which features music, food and wine. 
The cost is $25. 

Nov. 10
An Evening with Joan Shelley

   As part of its Black Box Concert Se-
ries, the Athens Area Council for the Arts 
will present An Evening with Joan Shelley 
on Friday, Nov. 10, at 7:30 p.m. at The 

Calendar of Events
Upcoming events in and near Monroe County
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Arts Center. Joan Shelley’s music mixes 
the sound of down-to-earth Appalachian 
folk, the bell-tone of airier British folk-
singers, and the feel of soothing con-
versations with an understanding friend. 
Tickets to the concert are $20 for adults 
or $10 or students (at the door). Tickets 
can be purchased early at a discounted 
rate by visiting www.athensartscouncil.
org/events/joan-shelley/

Nov. 11
Beginner Beekeeping Class

   Are you interested in becoming a beekeep-
er? The Monroe County Beekeepers Asso-
ciation will hold a free beginner beekeeping 
class on Saturday, Nov. 11 at Journey of Faith 
Fellowship Church, located at 495 Warren 
Street in Madisonville. Registration is at 8 
a.m. The class will begin at 8:30 a.m. and end 
around noon. For more information, contact 
David at 423-295-4858.

Nov. 11-12
Garrison Weekend

   Garrison Weekend is a time when the daily 
lives of the men, women and children of Fort 
Loudoun are recreated for the public. On 
these days, park visitors will find living history 
re-enactors in 18th Century costume with a 
variety of demonstrations. 

Nov. 17
Old-Fashioned Downtown Christmas

   Historic downtown Athens comes alive 
each year with the spirit of Christmas dur-
ing its Old-Fashioned Downtown Christ-
mas. The event brings back Christmas of 
yesterday with carriage rides, ice skating, 
arts and crafts and more. This year’s event 
is from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 
17. For updated information, visit www.
facebook.com/Old-Fashioned-Downtown-
Christmas-572004079612665/

Nov. 17-18
Christmas Bazaar & Craft Show

   The McMinn Senior Activity Center will host 
the 19th annual Christmas Bazaar & Craft 
Show on Saturday, Nov. 18 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Shop a wide selection of holiday gifts in 
all price ranges, from stocking stuffers to that 
special one-of-a-kind gift. Admission is free.  
   On Friday, Nov 17 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
gain early access to vendors as well as hor 
d’oeuvres and holiday music. Tickets for the 
Jingle Mingle Preview Party are $15. 
   The McMinn Senior Activity Center is 
located at 205 McMinn Avenue in Athens. For 
more information, call 423-745-6830 or visit 
www.mcminnseniors.com

Nov. 25
Small Town Christmas

   Join the City of Sweetwater in the magic 
of a Christmas of yesteryear for the annual 
Small Town Christmas in the historic down-
town. Enjoy horse and buggy rides, pictures 
with Santa in the depot visitor’s center, 
Christmas shopping in downtown businesses, 
hay rides, an antique fire truck, marshmal-
low roast, festive lights and decorations, live 
music and entertainment and more. See page 
22 for more information.

Dec. 1
MACA presents Griffin House

   As part of its annual Performance Se-
ries, the Monroe Area Council for the Arts 
presents a concert by Griffin House on 
Friday, Dec. 1, at 7:30 p.m. in the Perform-
ing Arts Center at Hiwassee College. The 
Nashville-based musician spikes his pop/
rock songwriting with a dose of traditional, 
atmospheric Americana. House’s mix of 
sentimental melodies, ambient guitars and 
sparse arrangements make for an enter-
taining show. Tickets are $20 for adults or 
$10 or students. Tickets can be purchased 

at the door, online at www.monroearts.com, 
by phone at 423-442-3210, by email at 
maca491@gmail.com, or at the MACA Of-
fice, located in the Monroe County Cham-
ber of Commerce office located at 520 
Cook Street, Suite A, in Madisonville. 

Dec. 1
Sweetwater Christmas Parade

   The Sweetwater Kiwanis Club will once 
again jointly sponsor the 36th annual 
Christmas Parade in Sweetwater on Friday, 
Dec. 1, at 7 p.m. The parade route will 
leave from Mayes Avenue, traveling through 
downtown Sweetwater, and end at the 
Plaza 68 Shopping Center on Highway 68.                         

Dec. 2
18th Century Christmas

   Celebrate an 18th Century Christmas at 
Fort Loudoun State Historic Area in Vonore 
on Saturday, Dec. 3. See page 22 for more 
information.

Dec. 2
Vonore Christmas Parade

   Vonore will hold its annual Christmas 
Parade on Saturday, Dec. 2 at 4 p.m. It 
will travel through the center of town. The 
Christmas Tree lighting will follow at 5:30 
p.m. at City Hall.

Dec. 2-3
Holiday Home Tour

   The Sweetwater Valley Citizens for the 
Arts will sponsor its annual Holiday Home 
Tour on Saturday, Dec. 2 and Sunday, Dec. 
3 between the hours of 2-6 p.m. both days. 
Tickets are $15. More details to be an-
nounced. For more information, call 423-
337-5976.

Upcoming events in and near Monroe County

Calendar continues on page 28...
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Dec. 2-3
‘The Nutcracker’ at Hiwassee

   Armfield Dance Academy will present “The 
Nutcracker” in Hiwassee College’s Perform-
ing Arts Center tentatively on Saturday, Dec. 
2 and Sunday, Dec. 3. More details to be 
announced. Visit Armfield Dance Academy’s 
Facebook page for more information.        

Dec. 7
Etowah Christmas Parade

   Etowah will hold its annual Christmas 
Parade on Thursday, Dec. 7, at 7 p.m. in 
downtown. 

Dec. 8
Madisonville’s Christmas celebration

   Madisonville’s annual Christmas Tree 
Lighting will now be a part of an overall 
downtown Christmas celebration. Madi-
sonville City Recorder Sherri McCrary 
said the celebration will run from 4 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. and will be held on Friday Dec. 
8, in downtown. McCrary said she hopes 
to get all the downtown businesses in-
volved so it will be an all encompassing 
celebration. The event will be called “Tis 
the Season for a Community Christmas.”

Dec. 9
Madisonville Christmas Parade

   The day after the city’s Christmas 
celebration, on Saturday, Dec. 9, Madison-
ville Kiwanis Club will sponsor the annual 
Christmas Parade at 4:30 p.m. This year’s 
theme is “Remember our Vietnam Veterans 
at Christmas.” Bill Robinson will serve as 
the grand marshal. Robinson is a Vietnam 
veteran who was held as a prisoner of war 
(POW) longer than anyone else. The pa-
rade will begin on Anderson Street in front 
of CO-OP and proceed through downtown 
on Englewood Road-College Street in front 
of the Courthouse. Rain date: Dec. 16. 

Dec. 16
Tellico Plains Christmas Parade

   The Town of Tellico Plains will hold its 
annual Christmas Parade, sponsored by 
the Tellico Plains Kiwanis Club, on Satur-
day, Dec. 16. Time to be announced. For 
updates, visit the Tellico Plains Kiwanis 
page on Facebook.

Jan. 26, 2018
David Gerald Blues Band

   As part of its Black Box Concert Series, the 
Athens Area Council for the Arts will present 
the David Gerald Blues Band on Friday, Jan. 
26, at 7:30 p.m. at The Arts Center. Gerald is 
a Blues and Roots chart-topper, who delights 
audiences with his interpretation of legendary 
tunes and powerful vocals. Tickets are $20 for 
adults or $10 or students. Discounted tick-
ets can be purchased early by visiting www.
athensartscouncil.org/events/david-gerald-
blues-band/

Jan. 27, 2018
Missoula Children’s Theatre

   Missoula Children’s Theatre returns to Mon-
roe County to present the classic, “Gulliver’s 
Travels,” on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2018, at 3 
p.m. in the Performing Arts Center at Hiwas-
see College. More than 50 local children will 
appear in the show. The show is an out-of-
this-world original sci-fi musical adaptation of 
“Gulliver’s Travels.” Tickets are $10. Children 
ages 5 and under will be admitted for free. 
Tickets can be purchased at the door.

March 23, 2018
MACA presents Chelle Rose

   As part of its annual Performance Series, 
the Monroe Area Council for the Arts presents 
a concert by Chelle Rose on Friday, March 
23, 2018, at 7:30 p.m. in the Performing Arts 
Center at Hiwassee College. Although this 
Appalachian wildflower did not get her first 

guitar until she was 25, music was always a 
deep part of her life. “I tried to quit music, but 
it just wouldn’t quit me,” said Rose. Tickets 
are $20 for adults or $10 for students. Tickets 
can be purchased at the door, online at www.
monroearts.com, by phone at 423-442-3210, 
by email at maca491@gmail.com, or at the 
MACA Office, located in the Monroe County 
Chamber of Commerce office located at 520 
Cook Street, Suite A, in Madisonville. 

April 20, 2018
MACA presents Jeff Allen

   As part of its annual Performance Series, 
the Monroe Area Council for the Arts presents 
a show by comedian Jeff Allen on Friday, 
April 20, 2018, at 7:30 p.m. in the Perform-
ing Arts Center at Hiwassee College. Allen 
combines clean, hilarious humor with inspira-
tion like no other comedian working today, 
performing sidesplitting standup, and when 
requesting, riveting testimony. Tickets are 
$20 for adults or $10 for students. Tickets 
can be purchased at the door, online at www.
monroearts.com, by phone at 423-442-3210, 
by email at maca491@gmail.com, or at the 
MACA Office, located in the Monroe County 
Chamber of Commerce office located at 520 
Cook Street, Suite A, in Madisonville. 

April 26, 2018
Dead Horses

   As part of its Black Box Concert Series, the 
Athens Area Council for the Arts will present 
Dead Horses on Friday, April 26, 2018, at 7:30 
p.m. at The Arts Center. Milwaukee-based folk 
band Dead Horses have cultivated a soulful 
roots sensibility well beyond their years due in 
part to the powerful musical and literary force 
that is their frontwoman and songwriter, Sarah 
Vos. Tickets are $20 for adults or $10 or 
students. Tickets can be purchased early 
at a discounted rate by visiting www.athen-
sartscouncil.org/events/dead-horses/

More upcoming events
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Fat Hat’s Grill
Serious Burgers STACKSFATFAT

4915 New Highway 68, Suite B • Madisonville

423-545-9540
411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road • Sweetwater

423-337-3686

Thank you for your continued support at Fat Hats
and for a fantastic 1st year at Fat Stacks!

You asked for it!
Catfish Friday 4 p.m.-9 p.m. - $8.25

1st - Best Burgers

1st - Best French Fries

1st - Best Sandwiches

1st - Best Breakfast
Now offering Blue Plate Lunch Specials

Monday - Friday

Meat & 2 Vegetables - $6.99

Fat Hat’s Grill
Serious Burgers

Monroe County 
155 Grand Vista Drive, Suite 4 • Vonore, TN 37885

423-884-2400

Where people and jobs connect.

The Tennessee Career Center System is an equal opportunity employer/program; 
auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

This project is funded under an agreement with the state of Tennessee.



30 |  Tennessee Mountain Traveler, Fall & Winter 2017 

Sequoyah Birthplace Museum
The Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, located on Highway 360 near 

Fort Loudoun State Historic Area, is owned and operated by the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. Its mission is to promote appre-
ciation of the history and culture of the Cherokee Indians in Eastern 
Tennessee, particularly 
the life and contributions 
of Sequoyah. Born more 
than 200 years ago, 
Sequoyah created a writ-
ing system that, within 
months of its introduc-
tion, enabled thousands 
of Cherokee to read and 
write in their own lan-
guage. The museum fea-
tures video, electronic displays and exhibits from periods of Cherokee 
occupation of the Tennessee Overhill area. The main musesum is 
currently closed for renovation with a December finish date antici-
pated, but many of the activities and features are still available for 
visitors to experience. For more information, call 423-884-6246 or visit 
www.sequoyahmuseum.org. 

The Lost Sea
America’s largest 

underground lake and 
one of the region’s most 
popular attractions, The 
Lost Sea, celebrated  50 
years as a public attrac-
tion in 2015. The Lost 
Sea, located on New 
Highway 68 just outside 
of Sweetwater, is a must 
see if you are in Tennessee Mountain Traveler Country. The 
temperature at Lost Sea is a constant 58 degrees so in the 
summer it is cool but in the winter when it is really cold out-
side if feels nice and warm inside.  You can ride one of the 
glass-bottom boats to get a unique view of the underground 
lake. The Lost Sea attraction has places to eat and a gift 
shop. You can say overnight for one of the Wild Cave tours. 
For more information, visit thelostsea.com

Charles Hall Museum
The Charles Hall Museum and gift shop contains more 

than 5,000 square feet of Tellico Plains area history. It con-
sists of an impressive collection of more than 200 guns, a 
large telephone equipment display that traces the telephone 
from its invention 
through several 
decades. You 
can also find 
many antiques 
that were used 
by Tellico resi-
dents over the 
years. The museum displays the most extensive collection 
of historical photos of the area. The museum is the legacy 
of the late Charles Hall, whose lifelong dream was to share 
his collection with the public. For more information, www.
charleshallmuseum.com

 

Sweetwater Valley Farm
Sweetwater Valley Farm is famous around the world for 

its cheese. Located between the towns of Philadelphia 
and Loudon in Loudon County, the farm is in the heart of 
Southeast Tennessee’s dairy-rich Sweetwater Valley on 
Highway 11 just off Interstate 75’s Exit 68. While today’s 
Sweetwater Valley Farm 
cheese is produced in 
a state-of-the-art facil-
ity, owner John Harrison 
has preserved the fine 
art and craft of making 
cheese in the traditional 
farmstead manner in 
which the farm controls 
the process from cow to 
consumer in order to create high-quality cheddar cheese. Plan 
to stop by the farm store to see where the fine cheeses are 
made and to sample one of the award-winning cheddars. If the 
weather permits, you can go on one of the farm excursions 
to experience a working dairy farm. Visit the new agri-tourism 
barn display, The UdderStory, an adventure in dairy farming 
and learn about the past, present, and future of dairying. For 
more information: http://www.sweetwatervalley.com

Famed local attractions
Places to explore while visiting Monroe County
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Need a Loan? 
Come in to see a Hometown Face!

www.volfed.com

2622 Decatur Pike
Athens, TN 37303

(423) 405-3100

Hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Call For Holiday Hours

Bargain Hunters 
Welcome!

Gently Used Books 
New Books

Buy • Sell • Trade
Audio Books • Local Interest

108 Scott Street 
Old Downtown Tellico Plains

www.tellicobookshelf.com

423-253-3183

Open Tuesday - Saturday
10am to 5pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

TEL: 423.884.2340
FAX: 423.884.6793

www.volfs.com

200 Deer Trace
Drive

P.O. Box 117
Vonore, TN 37885

Places to explore while visiting Monroe County
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