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Autumn has come to Tennessee Mountain Traveler Country.

The Tennessee Mountain Traveler magazine captures  
the essence of what makes this area so special when  
the temperature cools and leaves change to create a  
colorful tapestry.

Take a spin on the Cherohala Skyway and see brilliant  
fall colors, enjoy fishing and boating in our lake and  
rivers. Shop the beautiful downtowns and enjoy  
meeting the friendly people. Camp and hike in the  
Cherokee National Forest or one of our many other  
scenic locations or mountain trails. Enjoy the many  
fall festivals, which celebrate the season.

The Monroe County Advocate & Democrat is proud to 
produce the Tennessee Mountain Traveler magazine  
three times a year. This full-color tourism magazine is 
distributed to 15,000 tourists in Southeast Tennessee and 
Western North Carolina. It is the most comprehensive  
color tourism publication in the region and has been  
approved by the State of Tennessee’s Department of  
Tourism for circulation in state Welcome Centers and  
Rest Centers. 

The next issue will be our Holiday Edition. If you  
have a great story idea or need more information about  
this publication, email Tommy Millsaps at  
editor@advocateanddemocrat.com or call 423-337-7101. 

To advertise in the region’s best tourism magazine,  
call 423-337-7101.

Special thanks to Key Advertising Inc., the Monroe County 
Tourism Department, the Tennessee Overhill Association, 
and photographer Jerry Denham for their help making this 
publication possible.

On the cover: 
National Muscadine Festival muscadine  
stompers (from left) Amy Anderson,  
Julia Wilson and Shannon Davidson  
pose for a picture to help promote  
the annual festival.

Photo is courtesy of the City of  
Sweetwater and the Sweetwater  
Merchants and Property Owners Association.
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The Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, 
Tennessee’s only tribally-owned  
museum is owned and operated by  
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
with a mission to promote appreciation 
of the history and culture of the  
Cherokee people, particularly the  
life and contributions of Sequoyah. 
Born more than 200 years ago, Sequoyah created  
a writing system that enabled thousands of  
Cherokee to read and write in their own language. 

The museum in Vonore features video,  
electronic displays and exhibits from periods 
of Cherokee occupation of the Tennessee 
Overhill area. A gift shop is also located 
inside the museum.The Sequoyah  
Birthplace Museum is also home to  
a Cherokee burial site, an open-air  
amphitheater, a reconstruction  
of Sequoyah’s blacksmith shop,  
a shoreline trail, a boat dock  
and picnic tables. 

Cherokee Fall Festival

http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com


The museum will host its 25th annual cherokee Fall 
Festival on sept. 10-11, from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. each 
day. The festival was originally called the Great Island 
Festival, named for the “Great Island,” a Cherokee 
village site 250 years ago. Today, Fort Loudoun State 
Historic Area and the museum occupy an island created 
by the Tellico Lake Project.  

At the Cherokee Fall Festival, visitors will have the  
opportunity to step back in time to experience Native 
American food, Cherokee arts and crafts demonstrations, 
music and dance from the Warriors of the Ani-Kituwah. 
Special demonstrations and displays will include 
Cherokee life in 1700s and a Civil War encampment. 
Civil War battle re-enactments will be held each day. 

The theme of this year’s event is “Homecoming.” 
Visitors will be able to talk with Cherokees from the 
Cherokee Nation in Oklahoma and the Eastern Band  
of Cherokee Nation in North Carolina.  

FALL 2016    tennesseemountAintrAveLer.com     5

One of this year’s highlights will be the Tennessee State 
Parks Birds of Prey program. Also performing will be 
the Snowbird Cherokee Choir, who will be singing 
hymns in Cherokee out of the new Cherokee Hymnbook 
from the Museum of the Cherokee Indian Press. These 
books will be for sale at the event in the gift shop.  

Other activities at the Cherokee Fall Festival will include 
viewing the reconstructed 1800s dog-trot log cabin, 
seeing posters from Cherokee Elementary School, 
meeting with Miss Cherokee, having your name written 
in Cherokee, and more. Traditional Indian Fry bread 
and tacos, and other food and drinks will be sold. 

Darts, beads, talking sticks, face painting and free 
Cherokee name cards will be available for children. 
The museum will host a children’s blowgun competition 
on Saturday and an adult blowgun competition both days. 

Tickets for the event are $5 per person. Children ages 
12 and under are free.  

This event is funded in part by the Tennessee Arts 
Commission Rural Arts Program Grant, and an East 
TN Foundation Grant-John D. Grubb and Louise G. 
Sumner Fund for Monroe County.

Sequoyah Birthplace Museum is located on  
Highway 360, near Fort Loudoun State Historic Area. 

For more information, call 423-884-6246 or visit 
www.sequoyahmuseum.org.

http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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The Charles Hall Museum, a 501 (2) (c) non-profit foundation governed by a board of 
directors, exists to preserve regional, Appalachian, and American history with an emphasis 
on the Tellico Plains area. Showcased in two museum buildings are Charles’ magnificent 
collections of historical local photos, memorabilia, artifacts, and equipment. Along with his 
collections, the Museum has received historical items from the public since opening in 2003. 
There are currently over 6,000 artifacts and thousands of historical pictures and documents 
either displayed or archived.

Among the items displayed are Native American tools, arrowheads, beads and jewelry, 300 
firearms and swords, over 250 antique telephones, coins and currency ranging from the 1/2 
cent to the $10,000.00 gold certificate, a 120 piece Confederate money collection that includes 
the 1 cent coin to the $500.00 bill, a moonshine still, local mill stones, a 1934 Plymouth 
restored automobile, a 22 Model T Ford telephone repair truck, and so much more.

Museum Hours:
 Open 7 Days Per Week: Monday-Sunday  10am-7pm

Admission: FREE

A Museum of American History

229 Cherohala Skyway 
Tellico Plains, TN 37385

423-253-8000 • 423-253-2112
www.charleshallmuseum.com

E-mail: charleshallmuseum@hotmail.com and Gif t  Shop &
Cherohala  Biker Gear

140 Harrison Road – Madisonville, TN 37354

423.506.9895

From wedding to tasting, to just a little Saturday afternoon exploring: 
plan your next event at Tsali Notch.

Tsali Notch is Tennessee’s largest muscadine vineyard, 
located between Sweetwater and Madisonville.

U-Pic in September & October!

Visit Our Website at:
www.tsalinotch.com

We also offer Juice, Wine and Jellies

Our wines have been recOgnized with gOld

and silver medals at the “wines Of the sOuth”
and the “san franciscO chrOnicle wine cOntest”!  

We Host Weddings, 

Receptions, Reunions 

& Other Events!

Private tastings and tours available by appointment.
Hours of Operation: Wed.-Sun. • Noon-5pm

Vineyard Tasting Room
September & October 
Hours of Operation:

Wednesday & Thursday • Noon to 5pm 
Friday-Sunday • 10am-6pm

Announcing:
Our Exciting New
SWEETWATER

TASTING ROOM!
Tsali Notch Vineyard at

Gallery on Main
109 East Main Street, 

Sweetwater, TN
Hours: Tues.-Thurs. 11am-4pm;

Fri. 11am-7:30pm;
Sat. 10:30am-5pm

http://www.charleshallmuseum.com
mailto:charleshallmuseum@hotmail.com
http://www.tsalinotch.com
http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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Did you know the largest pumpkin ever 
grown weighed 1,131 pounds? Were you 
aware of the fact that pumpkins were once 
used to treat snakebites and remove freckles? 
Had you any idea that McMinn County 
once had a village that shared a name 
with the key ingredient in a pumpkin pie?
Save the date to celebrate history, heritage, and harvest during  
the 13th annual pumpkintown Festival in downtown Athens,  
on saturday, oct. 8, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

A day-long celebration that brings to life the rich cultural history and 
heritage of McMinn County and East Tennessee, the community-wide 
event is named for a former McMinn County settlement, Pumpkintown.

Planners expect the event to continue to provide great entertainment 
for local families and those visiting from other areas.

Those who attend Pumpkintown will be taken back in time to  
many different bygone eras in East Tennessee’s past. Blacksmiths,  
woodturners, basketmakers, potters, old-fashioned jewelry-makers, 
and other craftspeople will demonstrate crafts from days of old.

Old favorites will also be returning, including the the Mutt Strut and 
Doggie Costume Contest, Little Creek Petting Zoo, and “Pumpkin 
Plinko.” A pumpkin pie eating contest will be among the many 
events during this year’s festival.

Live music and entertainment will be held on multiple stages 
throughout the day during Pumpkintown, and the festival will 
be held in conjunction with Habitat For Humanity of McMinn 
County’s Annual Burkett Witt Pancake Breakfast and the McMinn 
County Living Heritage Museum Quilt Show.

Sponsors are needed to ensure this year’s festival is another  
fun-filled success for the whole community. Anyone wishing to  
be a Pumpkintown sponsor can contact Cheryl Bressler at  
423-453-7884 or email cbressler@lamar.com

Vendors are being sought for the event, and anyone interested  
can contact Meredith Willson at 423-887-3544 or  
meredith@citnatbank.com. If you would like to be involved as  
a living history demonstrator, contact Javier Alfaro at 706-206-5527 
or email Javier.alfaro@shawinc.com

Like Pumpkintown on Facebook and  
visit www.pumpkintownfestival.com to learn more.

F E S T I VA L  2 0 1 6

mailto:cbressler@lamar.com
mailto:meredith@citnatbank.com
mailto:Javier.alfaro@shawinc.com
http://www.pumpkintownfestival.com
http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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Celebrating 80 Years Of Caring fOr 
the PeOPle Of MOnrOe COuntY!

w w w . s w e e t w a t e r h o s p i t a l . o r g    8 6 5 . 2 1 3 . 8 2 0 0

FAMILY PRACTICE
Sigrid Johnson, M.D.
Sweetwater Family Medicine
205 Summit Avenue
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 351-7000

Hasmukh Kanabar, M.D.
Hometown Medical Clinic
167 Warren Street
Madisonville, TN 37354
(423) 442-5480

Ben Coffey, D.O.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 2
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8595

Tracey Beverley, M.D.
321 South Tellico Street
Madisonville, TN 37354
(423) 442-9711

Heidi Fisher, P.A.
321 South Tellico Street
Madisonville, TN 37354
(423) 442-9711

GENERAL SURGERY
Terry Lee Adams, M.D.
Tennessee Surgical Specialists
9217 Park West Blvd # C2
Knoxville, TN 37923
(865) 218-7470

Thomas Layman, M.D.
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(423) 745-2598

Ray Villanueva, M.D.
604 South Main Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(423) 337-4508

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Thomas S. Evans, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 2
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8595

Ken Kozawa, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 1
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8590

Renea Cagle, N.P.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 1
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8590

Michelle Davis, N.P.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 1
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8590

Thomas Vance, N.P.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 1
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8590

Eric C. Poston, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 2
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8595

INTERNAL MEDICINE 
Chris Shamblin, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 2
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8595

EMERGENCY MEDICINE 
Celia Harrison, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Emergency Room
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8510

NEPHROLOGY
Yaqub Ali, M.D.
Sweetwater Dialysis Center
921 New Highway 68
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(423) 337-5770

OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY
John R. Ameen, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 3
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8592

David J. Creutzinger, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 3
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8592

ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY
Chris Bowman, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 2
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8595

OTOLARYNGOLOGY
Leonard Brown, M.D.
501 19th Street Suite 401
Knoxville, TN 37916
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 2
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8200
(865) 632-5999

PATHOLOGY
Frank Beuerlein, M.D. 
Sweetwater Hospital Association
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8200

PEDIATRICS
Wendy Saint-Robbins, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 3
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8593

PEDIATRICS 
Bill Dawson, PA-C, MPAS
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 3
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8593

PODIATRY
Andrew W. Lynn, D.P.M.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 2
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(800) 422-3338
(865) 481-3338

PULMONOLOGY
Ronald R. Cherry, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
Sweetwater Professional Building 2
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8595

RADIOLOGY
Lynda Rogers, M.D.
David Norris, M.D.
Tina James, M.D.
Joanna Blankner, M.D.
Sweetwater Hospital Association
304 Wright Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(865) 213-8200

http://www.sweetwaterhospital.org
http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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The Fort Loudoun State Historic Area, located on Highway 360 in Vonore, is 
a reconstruction of the original fort, in service from 1756-1760. Fort Loudoun 
was originally constructed during the French and Indian War (1754-1763) to 
counter the threat of French activity in the Mississippi Valley. The fort was  
ideally located to ensure trade between the Cherokee and South Carolina and 
to strengthen relations between the British and the Overhill Cherokee Nation.  

Unfortunately, it was the deterioration of that relationship that led to the surrender 
of the fort. In August 1760, the Cherokee captured Fort Loudoun and its garrison. 

Fort Loudoun routinely returns to life with dedicated 
staff and re-enactors on garrison, or re-enactment, 
weekends. Garrison Weekend is a time when the 
daily lives of the men, women and children of Fort 
Loudoun are recreated for the public. On these days, park visitors 
will find living history re-enactors in costume at the Fort. Visitors can view an 18th 
century infirmary, the soldiers’ barracks, the commanders quarters, blacksmith shop 
and a Cherokee encampment. 

On Oct. 15-16, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days, Fort Loudoun State Historic Area will 
come alive for its 18th Century Trade Faire, the largest event held at Fort Loudoun  
annually. Admission is $8 for adults (13 and up). Children ages 12 and under are free. 
Limited parking is available at the park, but additional free parking will be available at 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum and a shuttle bus will run both days between the locations.

Step back in time at the Trade Faire, which features encampments of soldiers,  
settlers and Native Americans. Visitors will be able to see what life was  
like at Fort Loudoun in the 18th Century. There will be  
demonstrations in artillery and musketry, along with several  
battles and skirmish re-enactments. A daily battle will also  
take place. Merchants and artisans will be on hand to peddle  
food and wares reminiscent of the time. Period food will  
also be sold and entertainment will run both days with new  
shows every hour. 

Other events this fall/winter at Fort Loudoun include a  
School of the Soldier event on Sept. 17-18, Anniversary  
of Construction Garrison Weekend on Nov. 5-6, and  
an 18th Century Christmas on Dec. 3. 

For more info, call Fort Loudoun State Historic Area  
at 423-884-6217 or visit the website at fortloudoun.com.

Trade Faire
18th Century Fort Loudoun State Historic Area

http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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Gibson Shoe Store
Andrews, NC

Factory Return Outlet

Open 9am-6pm  
Monday-Saturday

Bargain Hunters 
Welcome!

Gently Used Books 
New Books

Buy • Sell • Trade
Audio Books • Local Interest

108 Scott Street 
Old Downtown Tellico Plains

www.tellicobookshelf.com

423-253-3183

Open Tuesday - Saturday
10am to 5pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

SEQUOYAH
BIRTHPLACE MUSEUM

The

Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm 
Sun Noon - 5pm

(closed Thanksgiving, Christmas Day
and New Year’s Day)

Nominal Admission Fee | Group discounts

Hwy 360 • P.O. Box 69 
Vonore, Tennessee 37885

423-884-6246
sequoyahmuseum.org
Located in the Great Smoky 
Mountains of East Tennessee 

on the shores of beautiful 
Tellico Lake, 37 miles 
south of downtown 

Knoxville.

CHEROKEE FALL FESTIVAL
September 10 & 11, 2016

Operated by the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Tennessee’s ONLY Tribally-Operated 

Historical Attraction.

623 N. Tennessee Ave. • Etowah 
423-781-7142

2624 Decatur Pike • Athens
(Between Dunkin Donuts & Shoney’s Restaurant)

423-252-0001

Weekends & Vacations
Start Here!

Locally Owned & Operated

Great
Service

BEER & WINE
Spirits

Great
Prices

Great
Selection

http://www.tellicobookshelf.com
http://www.sequoyahmuseum.org
http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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According to an old Native American legend, the reason 
why trees change their color is hunters in the sky killed the 
Great Bear each autumn, dripping his blood on the earth, 
turning leaves red. They roasted the bear meat, spilling it 
from a celestial kettle, turning other leaves yellow. 
Science says chilly days and longer nights precipitated by the Earth’s angle to the sun convince 
the leaves that it is time for a change. As this happens, the green pigmentation of leaves, chlorophyll, 
begins to break down the yellows and oranges in the leaf, giving us an explosion of fall magic. 
As a leaf continues to die, the stem weakens to the point where the leaf flutters to the ground.  
The leafless tree is then safe from freezing and lies dormant the rest of the winter. 

Mid-October in Southeast Tennessee and the Cherokee National Forest is an unbearably beautiful 
All-American time and place. Yellow birch-covered hills slope down to green meadows and fields 
of wheat being harvested. Every sugar maple along our country lanes is painted in scarlet and gold. 
The autumn sun brightens the white church steeples. Plump pumpkins appear in orange pyramids 
outside stores and crossroads and the smell of wood smoke hangs in the air. Get outside and 
enjoy the outdoor fun offered in the countries of the Tennessee Overhill. 

Fall Colors Abound

Photos by Jerry Denham

http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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There is such a variety of activities, it is difficult to decide want to do first. According to 
this year’s Farmer’s Almanac, Tennessee’s fall colors should be at their peak Oct. 12–28. 

here are some options for viewing fall colors in the Tennessee overhill: 

•  Hike to Gee Creek Falls at the Hiwassee State Park in Reliance. This is a relaxing  
hike of 1.9 miles. This trail is full of fall wildflowers, like the purple and red asters.  
The dogwood, maple and popular trees will be in full color by mid-October. 

•  Adventure out into the Cherohala Skyway by car or motorcycle. Take a side trip to Bald 
River Falls or the Indian Boundary Lake, one of the crown jewels of the Cherokee Forest. 
Spirit Ridge is perfect for strollers and wheelchairs. 

•  Ocoee Whitewater Center features exciting views of whitewater flowing on the Upper 
Ocoee, along with paved paths for walking and biking with wonderful vista spots, plus 
three trailheads for hikes and bikes. 

•  Fort Loudoun State Historic Area demonstrations and re-enactments will transport 
visitors back in time to life at historic Fort Loudoun. Check out the Garrison weekends. 

•  Hiwassee River Rail & the Copperhill Special “Fall Explosion Excursions” parallels 
the Hiwassee River offering the colorful views of the lower gorge, corkscrewing the 
Loop at Bald Mountain and continuing into the mining town of Copperhill. 

•  Fish the Tellico River – This is some of the best trout fishing in East Tennessee.  
The banks of the river reflecting the fall colors is a magical site to see in the dawn  
of the early morning. 

•  Chilhowee Gliderport – Experience the thrill of motorless flight over the beautiful  
Tennessee countryside and ridges. Admire the Hiwassee River from thousands of  
feet in the air as you go up like a bird in a warm thermal autumn skyline. 

Check out the“Event Calendar” on the website at www.TennesseeOverhill.com  
for dates and times of events and festivals. 

http://www.TennesseeOverhill.com
http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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Phone: 423-442-8638 
Fax: 423-442-8641

4930-D New Highway 68
Madisonville, TN 37354

email: judy@skywaytitle.com

Serving Your Real Estate Needs

We offer Title Documents, Real Estate 
Closings, Abstract and Title Insurance.

It will be a pleasure to serve you!
Locally owned & operated with over 35 years experience.

Judy Thacker - Owner

Serving Monroe County and East Tennessee with 
excellent service in all of your real estate needs.

WagonMaster Adventure Ranch

FUN PARK & GEM MINE
GOLD MINING
GEM MINING
MINI GOLF

SKEET SHOOTING
WAGON RIDES
828-494-9521

WagonMasterRanch.com
NO ADMISSION FEE!

Off Hwy. 294 - 20 miles west of Murphy, NC
359 Adventure Ranch Rd.

Rain or Shine; Pets OK

THE TOWN OF 
TELLICO PLAINS, TN

Welcome!
From the Citizens of Tellico Plains

Come & See!

Recreation, hunting, fishing, swimming, camping, kayaking, 
canoeing, picnicking or just a leisure drive across the Skyway. 

Enjoy street dancing at our 4th of July Celebration. 
If you can’t find it in Tellico Plains, it can’t be found!!!

“Getaway to the Cherokee National Forest 
& The Cherohala Skyway”

The Small Town with the Big Back Yard

Jennifer McKenzie, FNP

Community
Health

Services

Family Practice
Behavioral Health

Diagnostics
Patient Assistance

4798 New Highway 68 • Madisonville

(423) 442-2622
Open 7 Days A Week 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

1206 Highway 411 • Vonore

(423) 884-72712
Open Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

412 Hunt Street • Tellico Plains

(423) 253-6545
Open Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

School Clinics
Employment Services

Sliding Fee
Specialty Services

Juliana Williamston, M.D.

Thomas R. Cox III, M.D. Richard Fisher, D.O.

Julie Sutter, LCSW, LADAC William Thornton. FNP

Charles Cyrus, FNP Janet Binkley, FNP Libby King, FNP

Katy Tilley, FNP Tabitha Walker, FNP

Mary Brown. FNPKelci Hunter, FNP Heather Bolinger, FNP

mailto:judy@skywaytitle.comServing
mailto:judy@skywaytitle.comServing
http://www.wagonmasterranch.com
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Organizers in Coker Creek are preparing for the 48th Annual Autumn Gold Festival, 
one of the most popular events in Monroe County and the sole fundraiser for the 
Coker Creek Ruritan Club. 

The two-day festival brings crafters, artists, food vendors, entertainers and more 
to the Coker Creek community. This year’s festival is scheduled for Saturday, 

Oct. 8, and Sunday, Oct. 9, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the grounds of Coker Creek Elementary 
School and the nearby Ruritan Club, located at mile marker 34 on Highway 68.

Tentatively, adult tickets to get into the festival are $4, senior citizens and children 
ages 12-18 are $3 and children ages 11 and under are $1. 

Vendors will be lined around the school’s walking trail so visitors can walk 
on pavement, no matter the weather conditions. The festival also features 

homemade arts and crafts, historic demonstrations, food, wagon rides, and 
the crowd favorite—gold panning. There will be live entertainment both 
days, as well.

The crowning of the Autumn Gold Festival Queen is another highlight of 
the annual festival. This year’s queen contest will be at 1 p.m. on Sunday, 

Oct. 9. An Autumn Gold Festival queen, junior queen, princess and doll 
princess will be named.

Costumes for the queen contest can be from any era of American heritage. Judges 
will select the winners based on authentic, old-fashioned costumes, accessories, 

poise and presentation. There will be an overall winner and two runner-ups from 
each of the four categories. 

The contest is open to any girl, no matter where she if from or how old she 
is. There is no charge to participate. Contestants are asked to arrive by 

noon on the day of the contest to register.

Festival proceeds aid the Coker Creek Ruritan Club in helping families 
in need and in sponsoring community groups, such as local Boy and 
Girl Scout troops. In addition, the funds help provide scholarships 
each year to graduating students from Coker Creek. 

For more information about the Autumn Gold Festival, visit the 
Autumn Gold Festival in Coker Creek, TN page on Facebook or 
call 423-261-2236.

Autumn Gold Festival
48th Annual 

Whoever screamed the famous line, “There’s gold 
in them there hills!” may have been onto something.

http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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October 12, 1996

Charles Hall stood in front of a crowd of people, all who 
were gripping a 150-foot ribbon stretching across the state 
line between Tennessee and North Carolina. Excitedly, he 
told everyone to cut on the count of three. 
One. Two. Three.
As the scissors closed and the ribbon fell, a nearly four-decade-long dream of two mountain  
communities became reality and the Cherohala Skyway was dedicated and opened to traffic. 

“I didn’t know if Daddy would live to see it,” said Pam Hall Mathews, Charles’ daughter who now 
operates the Charles Hall Museum in Tellico Plains. “To me, the Cherohala Skyway is a testament 
of how many people’s visions can come together. Daddy’s purpose, he would say, wasn’t that he 
wanted the mountains to change, but that you had to look forward.”

Hall not only lived to see the road completed, but he lived until he was 90 years old and saw the 
National Scenic Byway become a tourist attraction for people from all over the world. 

Twenty years after its dedication, the Cherohala Skyway now has more than 1 million visitors annually. 

‘One of God’s masterpieces’
The Cherohala Skyway covers approximately 51 miles and begins at 900 feet in Tellico Plains before 
climbing in elevation to 5,200-feet at Sycamore Gap and dropping into Robbinsville, N.C. The by-
way is divided almost equally between the Cherokee National Forest in Tennessee and the Nantahala 
Forest in North Carolina, which is how it got its name “Cherohala.”

The project cost nearly $100 million to complete.

“Since its opening, it has provided an opportunity for families to enjoy the scenic beauty and create 
memories in a serene atmosphere,” said Monroe County Tourism Director Nicole Peels. “It is recog-
nized by motorcycle enthusiasts, car clubs and outdoor recreation lovers from all over.”

Peels said the Tennessee Department of Transportation’s road count showed that 1,166,540 travelers 
experienced the Cherohala Skyway last year. 

“The drive across is breathtaking. The view up there is an example of one of God’s masterpieces,” 
said current Tellico Plains Mayor Patrick Hawkins.

Cherohala Skyway

Article by
Jessica Kent

http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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The idea for a Wagon Train
In 1958, Hall was an instrumental part of the Tellico Plains Kiwanis 
Club, who came up with the idea to start a Wagon Train while dis-
cussing the need for a connecting highway between Tellico Plains 
and western North Carolina. 

Sam Williams said, “Why don’t we have a Wagon Train? We only 
have wagon roads!”

While the members had a laugh over Williams’ suggestion, they later 
found themselves considering it. The first Wagon Train was planned 
for July 4, 1958. Hall served as the delegation’s only scout.

“It was sort of my baby,” Hall said in 2011. “Everything you can 
think of happened on the Wagon Train. When you had 1,000 people 
on one trip, you had a little bit of everything—birth, death, conceptions.”

A Square Dance was held in Town Square on the night before the 
Wagon Train’s departure. The dance is now a tradition that continues 
annually on the weekend of the Fourth of July.

Successive wagon trains, growing in size each year, received  
extensive publicity. Life Magazine even featured it in 1959.  
Hall called it the “peak years.”

“According to press reports, anywhere from 20-30,000 people would 
be here for the Square Dance to send us off,” he said. “It was very 
exciting for our small town.”

Securing funding for a road
The Wagon Train and Square Dance helped provide publicity, but 
organizers knew they needed to secure funding and that was not an 
easy task. Eventually, the group sought financial support from the 
Federal Lands Highway Fund and the Wagon Train turned its attention 
to other possible routes as the money could only be spent on federal lands. 

Finally, enough support came through for a group to go to  
Washington to request the funding. 

“It was the efforts of Sen. Estes Kefauver, Cecil McDaniel and Don 
McBride [who was later appointed to the TVA Board of Directors] 
that the project was funded,” Hall recalled. 

On Oct. 10, 1962, Sen. Kefauver sent a telegram notifying Hall that 
$6 million in federal funds had been approved to construct a roadway 
between Tellico Plains and Robbinsville, N.C. 

Compromises and frustrations
In 1965, work began on the North Carolina section, skirting the 
Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest, and the first Tennessee section along 
the Tellico River. By the mid-60s, however, the environmental move-
ment was strong enough to halt the road. Objectors didn’t want it 
going through the virgin forest of Joyce Kilmer. By this time, Hall 
was serving as Tellico Plains mayor.

“Daddy was pleased when they stopped that route,” said Mathews. 
“There were a lot of compromises and frustrations. People often 
thought of him as a developer, but he had a stopping point.”

From 1968-1983, no work was  
allowed in North Carolina, while both 
states tried to work out the new route, 
which would eventually be from 
Santeetlah Gap in North Carolina to 
Beech Gap at the state line. 

“Daddy said many times it wouldn’t happen overnight,” said 
Mathews. “But he was always patient.”

The Tennessee section continued to inch up toward the state line,  
but that portion also suffered a set back when it was discovered  
in 1977 that exposed rock formations created acid when combined 
with rain water. It cost $4 million to cover the rocks and prevent 
contamination of the streams. 

History being made
Finally, in 1996, the road neared completion. Sam Stamey, who 
was Tellico Plains mayor at the time, said officials held an informal 
ceremony at the state line. 

“The Tennessee people lined up on one side and North Carolina 
people on the other,” he said. “And together, we pushed the rocks 
through for the first time and someone drove over the line.”

Then, a Cherokee girl climbed on a rock and began to  
sing “Amazing Grace.”

“There wasn’t a dry eye there,” said Stamey. “It was just really touching.”

The Cherohala Skyway was dedicated in a public ceremony  
on Oct. 12, 1996.

“The completion of it allowed people to see places that they couldn’t 
before,” said Mathews. “They didn’t have to hike for miles or risk 
their life to experience the beauty of the mountains anymore.”

In 1997, the Tennessee State Legislature named the bridge over  
Laurel Branch on the Cherohala Skyway the “Charles Hall Bridge.”

“Daddy would laugh and say he’d never head of anyone who had a 
bridge named after them who was still alive,” said Mathews. 

‘He lived and breathed it’
Charles Hall died on Dec. 31, 2014. He served in elected offices in 
Monroe County for 45 years, 31 of those years as mayor of Tellico Plains. 

“As Daddy would tell you, he could have never done it alone,” said 
Mathews. “Leadership can bring so many people together. He was 
just one of many who helped create the Cherohala Skyway.”

Mathews said driving the Cherohala Skyway with her parents was 
always special. 

“Of course, I’d have to force Daddy to do it,” she laughed. “He was 
always working on something and I’d have to make him stop and go 
with us. Once we’d get going though, he would tell you about every 
nook and cranny. He knew every inch of it. He lived and breathed it.”

Mathews is collecting photos/relics for a display she hopes  
to put together at the Charles Hall Museum for the 20th anniversary. 
Items can be brought to the museum or she can be contacted  
at 423-253-2111.

For more information about the Cherohala Skyway,  
visit www.cherohala.org.

http://www.cherohala.org
http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com


Hooper Bald Trailhead
5,290 ft.
A quarter-mile hike leads to
Hooper Bald, near the site of the
old hunting preserve where
many exotic species, including
the Russian boar, were imported
by George Moore in 1908. An
information board, restrooms,
and two picnic tables are easily
accessed from the parking lot.

Santeetlah
5,390 ft.
Over a mile-high in
elevation, enjoy a
picnic (3 tables) at the
highest overlook along
the Skyway.

Shute Cove
3,550 ft.
A quiet picnic can be
enjoyed at the one
table available at this
pullover. A few steps
to the small wooden
platform presents a
beautiful view into the
valley below.

Santeetlah Gap
2,660 ft.
A bulletin board
provides
information about
the Cherohala
Skyway.

Wright Cove 4,150 ft.

Huckleberry 5,300 ft.Big Junction
5,240 ft.

Mud Gap Trailhead
4,480 ft.

State Line
(Beech Gap 4,490 ft.)

West
Rattlesnake Rock
Trailhead
4,000 ft.

Brushy Ridge
3,750 ft.
Overlooking Sassafras
Ridge and other major
ridges running south
down to the Tellico
River.

Lake View
3,360 ft.
A perfect place to
enjoy distant views of
Tellico Lake. This lake
was created from TVA
dams of the Little
Tennessee River.

Bald River Falls
Located on Forest Service Road 210, you can view
Bald River Falls without leaving your car as water
cascades over 100 feet onto the rocks below.
Further along the road you may be interested in
visiting the State operated trout hatchery.

Weather Conditions
Important to consider before traveling the Skyway. Snow
is common from mid November through mid April-
especially in the higher elevations.

Note: The Cherohala Skyway is a State maintained road,
with the amenities maintained by the US Forest Service.
For each state, please contact the appropriate Sheriffs
Department for road conditions and the appropriate
Forest Service Ranger Station for recreation information.

Cell phone coverage along the Cherohala Skyway is very sporadic. There is a public phone at the Cherohala Skyway Visitor
Center. Above Indian Boundary there is some cell phone coverage.

Ducktown, TN

Coker Creek
Welcome Center

Information
Station
Bulletin board
welcomes visitors
with general
information about
the Skyway and
Tellico Ranger
District.

Tellico
River
950 ft.
The Tellico
River is
famous for
its trout
fishing.

Caney Branch 1,370 ft.

Tellico Ranger
Station

Haw Knob
Slopes 4,890 ft.

Whigg Cove 4,570 ft.

Eagle Gap Trailhead
3,600 ft.

Grassy Gap Trailhead
3,400 ft.

East Rattlesnake Rock 4,110 ft.

Unicoi Crest 4,470 ft.

Stratton Ridge
4,420 ft.
This is a perfect place to
stretch, enjoy a picnic
lunch (5 tables), or use
the restroom facilities. A
bulletin board provides
additional information
about the Skyway.

Obadiah
3,740 ft.
Listen carefully to
the sound of
Santeetlah Creek
far below while
enjoying the
mountain vista
offered at this
scenic overlook.

Hooper Cove
3,100 ft.
This open area with a
view into the Santeetlah
Creek drainage offers a
perfect spot for a picnic
lunch (four tables).

Spirit Ridge
4,950 ft.
Take a leisurely stroll
(about 3/10th of a mile)
along an easy grade
through a northern
hardwood forest to a
fabulous vista overlooking
the Byway and a seemingly
endless range of mountains.
The trail is accessible for
the physically challenged
and two picnic tables are
easily accessed from the
parking lot.

Horse Cove
Campground

Rattler Ford Group
Campground
(By reservation through
the Cheoah Ranger
Station)

To Robbinsville
and the Cheoah
Ranger Station
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Oosterneck Creek
1,045 ft.
Overlook and boating takeout
on the Tellico River. When the
water is up, the Tellico River,
with it’s Class III, IV, V, rapids,
is quite a challenge for
canoeists and kayakers.

Turkey Creek
2,630 ft.
Overlook with 3 picnic tables and
Restroom. Beautiful view from the
Appalachians over the Tennessee
River Valley. Tellico Plains can be
seen in the distance.

Indian Boundary Campground
Just off the scenic Skyway on Forest Service Road 345.
Offering 100 campsites as well as day use picnicking,
swimming and biking. Open April-September. Reservations are
recommended. Call the Tellico Ranger Station or the Cherohala
Skyway visitor Center for information.

Tellico River
920 ft.
The Tellico River has
been the scene of
human occupation for
12,000 years. For much
of this time it was the
domain of Native
Americans. From at
least 1650 AD, the
Cherokee Indians
resided here.
After the Cherokee
Removal in 1838, the
area was opened for
Euro-American
settlement. Tellico,
“tel-li--quo” means
“plains” in Cherokee.

The wilderness areas
surrounding the Cherohala
Skyway are beautiful and
alluring, but not necessarily
suited for everyone to explore.
As a visitor to wilderness, you
should be aware that you are
entering a primitive environment.
You will face the challenge of
being entirely self-sufficient–no
trail signs, no restrooms, no
water spigots. Some people may just rather drive by, enjoy the
view, and visit more developed trails and recreation areas.

Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest
In 1936, an extraordinary 3,800 acres of “one of the few
remaining tracts of virgin hardwood in the Appalachians” was
set aside as a memorial forest in
honor of Joyce Kilmer. Kilmer, a poet,
journalist, and World War I soldier
killed in action, is best remembered
for his poem, “Trees.” This impres-
sive forest contains some of the
finest timber grown in these moun-
tains with many huge trees over 20
feet around the base and more than
a hundred feet high. A 2-mile loop
trail winds beneath the towering trees
and through a forest carpeted by a
rich variety of wildflowers, ferns, and
moss-covered logs from the fallen giants. The Memorial
Forest, also part of the Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock
Wilderness, can only be seen on foot.
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Cherohala Skyway Visitor Center
225 Cherohala Skyway
Tellico Plains, TN 37385
423-253-8010

Coker Creek Welcome Center
12197 New Hwy 68
Coker Creek, TN 37314
423-261-2286

North Carolina Emergency Information

Nantahala National Forest
Cheoah Ranger Station
Rt. 1, Box 16-A
Robbinsville, NC 28771
(828) 479-6431

Sheriffs Department
Graham County, NC     (828) 479-3352

Tennessee Emergency Information

Cherokee National Forest
Tellico Ranger Station
250 Ranger Station Road
Tellico Plains, TN 37385
(423) 253-8400

Sheriffs Department
Monroe County, TN     (423) 442-3911

1127

129

143

165

Restrooms (no water)
Photo Site
Wheel Chair Accessible
Fishing
Picnic Tables
Hiking
Canoeing
Camping
Cell Phone Coverageb

d

b

b

d

d

d

d

d

d

d

d

d

www. m o n r o e c o u n t y . c h e r o h a l a . o r g
68

**Photos courtesy of Monroe County 
Tourism and Fritts Photography



Hooper Bald Trailhead
5,290 ft.
A quarter-mile hike leads to
Hooper Bald, near the site of the
old hunting preserve where
many exotic species, including
the Russian boar, were imported
by George Moore in 1908. An
information board, restrooms,
and two picnic tables are easily
accessed from the parking lot.

Santeetlah
5,390 ft.
Over a mile-high in
elevation, enjoy a
picnic (3 tables) at the
highest overlook along
the Skyway.

Shute Cove
3,550 ft.
A quiet picnic can be
enjoyed at the one
table available at this
pullover. A few steps
to the small wooden
platform presents a
beautiful view into the
valley below.

Santeetlah Gap
2,660 ft.
A bulletin board
provides
information about
the Cherohala
Skyway.

Wright Cove 4,150 ft.

Huckleberry 5,300 ft.Big Junction
5,240 ft.

Mud Gap Trailhead
4,480 ft.

State Line
(Beech Gap 4,490 ft.)

West
Rattlesnake Rock
Trailhead
4,000 ft.

Brushy Ridge
3,750 ft.
Overlooking Sassafras
Ridge and other major
ridges running south
down to the Tellico
River.

Lake View
3,360 ft.
A perfect place to
enjoy distant views of
Tellico Lake. This lake
was created from TVA
dams of the Little
Tennessee River.

Bald River Falls
Located on Forest Service Road 210, you can view
Bald River Falls without leaving your car as water
cascades over 100 feet onto the rocks below.
Further along the road you may be interested in
visiting the State operated trout hatchery.

Weather Conditions
Important to consider before traveling the Skyway. Snow
is common from mid November through mid April-
especially in the higher elevations.

Note: The Cherohala Skyway is a State maintained road,
with the amenities maintained by the US Forest Service.
For each state, please contact the appropriate Sheriffs
Department for road conditions and the appropriate
Forest Service Ranger Station for recreation information.

Cell phone coverage along the Cherohala Skyway is very sporadic. There is a public phone at the Cherohala Skyway Visitor
Center. Above Indian Boundary there is some cell phone coverage.

Ducktown, TN

Coker Creek
Welcome Center

Information
Station
Bulletin board
welcomes visitors
with general
information about
the Skyway and
Tellico Ranger
District.

Tellico
River
950 ft.
The Tellico
River is
famous for
its trout
fishing.

Caney Branch 1,370 ft.

Tellico Ranger
Station

Haw Knob
Slopes 4,890 ft.

Whigg Cove 4,570 ft.

Eagle Gap Trailhead
3,600 ft.

Grassy Gap Trailhead
3,400 ft.

East Rattlesnake Rock 4,110 ft.

Unicoi Crest 4,470 ft.

Stratton Ridge
4,420 ft.
This is a perfect place to
stretch, enjoy a picnic
lunch (5 tables), or use
the restroom facilities. A
bulletin board provides
additional information
about the Skyway.

Obadiah
3,740 ft.
Listen carefully to
the sound of
Santeetlah Creek
far below while
enjoying the
mountain vista
offered at this
scenic overlook.

Hooper Cove
3,100 ft.
This open area with a
view into the Santeetlah
Creek drainage offers a
perfect spot for a picnic
lunch (four tables).

Spirit Ridge
4,950 ft.
Take a leisurely stroll
(about 3/10th of a mile)
along an easy grade
through a northern
hardwood forest to a
fabulous vista overlooking
the Byway and a seemingly
endless range of mountains.
The trail is accessible for
the physically challenged
and two picnic tables are
easily accessed from the
parking lot.

Horse Cove
Campground

Rattler Ford Group
Campground
(By reservation through
the Cheoah Ranger
Station)

To Robbinsville
and the Cheoah
Ranger Station

Ro
bb

in
sv

ill
e,

 N
C

D
ragon’s Tail

Vonore

To
 C

ha
tt

an
oo

ga

Sweetwater

Madisonville

Monroe Co.
Visitor Center
at Sweetwater

Charles Hall
Museum

Cherohala Skyway
Visitor Center

Te
lli

co
 P

la
in

s

Oosterneck Creek
1,045 ft.
Overlook and boating takeout
on the Tellico River. When the
water is up, the Tellico River,
with it’s Class III, IV, V, rapids,
is quite a challenge for
canoeists and kayakers.

Turkey Creek
2,630 ft.
Overlook with 3 picnic tables and
Restroom. Beautiful view from the
Appalachians over the Tennessee
River Valley. Tellico Plains can be
seen in the distance.

Indian Boundary Campground
Just off the scenic Skyway on Forest Service Road 345.
Offering 100 campsites as well as day use picnicking,
swimming and biking. Open April-September. Reservations are
recommended. Call the Tellico Ranger Station or the Cherohala
Skyway visitor Center for information.
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least 1650 AD, the
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Removal in 1838, the
area was opened for
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Skyway are beautiful and
alluring, but not necessarily
suited for everyone to explore.
As a visitor to wilderness, you
should be aware that you are
entering a primitive environment.
You will face the challenge of
being entirely self-sufficient–no
trail signs, no restrooms, no
water spigots. Some people may just rather drive by, enjoy the
view, and visit more developed trails and recreation areas.

Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest
In 1936, an extraordinary 3,800 acres of “one of the few
remaining tracts of virgin hardwood in the Appalachians” was
set aside as a memorial forest in
honor of Joyce Kilmer. Kilmer, a poet,
journalist, and World War I soldier
killed in action, is best remembered
for his poem, “Trees.” This impres-
sive forest contains some of the
finest timber grown in these moun-
tains with many huge trees over 20
feet around the base and more than
a hundred feet high. A 2-mile loop
trail winds beneath the towering trees
and through a forest carpeted by a
rich variety of wildflowers, ferns, and
moss-covered logs from the fallen giants. The Memorial
Forest, also part of the Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock
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Monroe County 

Trails & Hiking

•  Bald River Trail: Easy; 5.5 miles; Begins at Bald River Fall.
•  Basin Lead Trail: Strenuous; 6.2 miles;  

Begins from Tellico River Road.
•  Big Indian Branch Trail: Moderate; 1.5 miles;  

Begins from Tellico River Road.
•  Big Stack Gap Branch Trail: Moderate/strenuous;  

1.6m; near Fodderstack Trail.
•  Brookshire Creek Trail: Moderate; 6.7 miles;  

off Chinquapin Ridge Road.
•  Brush Mountain Trail: Moderate; 5 miles;  

Follows Brush mountain ridge.
•  Cherry Log Gap: Moderate, 1 miles;  

on Hwy 165 to Tellico Ranger District.
• Coker Creek Trail: Easy, 3.2 miles; off Loss Creek Road.
• Conasauga Falls Trail: #170 Forest Road 341
• Cow Camp Trail: Easy; • mile; from Bald River Falls.
•  Crowder Branch Trail: Moderate; 2.7 miles; Highway 

165 to Tellico Ranger District.
•  Falls Branch Trail: Moderate/strenuous; 1.5 miles; Route 

165/Robbinsville Road.
•  Flats Mountain Trail: Moderate; 6.25 miles;  

Park at Belhouse/Eagle Gap.
•  Grassy Branch Trail: Moderate; 3.2 miles;  

Park at Grassy Gap Picnic Area.
•  Hemlock Trail: Moderate; 3 miles; off Highway 165 from 

Tellico Plains,
•  Henderson Mountain Trail: Moderate/strenuous; 2. 

miles; off Highway 165 from Tellico Plains,
•  Inner Loop Trail: Easy, 1.5m; off Highway 360 in Vonore,
•  Jeffrey Trail: Easy, 1.8 miles; Begins at intersection of 

165 with S. Fork Citico Trail.
•  Kirkland Creek Trail: Moderate; 4.7 miles; begins at the 

mouth of Kirklands Creek on Bald River Road.
•  Laurel Branch Trail: Moderate/Strenuous; 3 miles off 

Highway 165 begins opposite to Falls Branch Scenic area.

•  Long Branch Trail: Easy/mod erate; 2.75 miles; at Buck 
Knob and decends to North River Road in Tellico Plains.

•  Lost Shoe Loop Trail: Half mile;  
extension of Outer Loop Trail.

•  McNabb Creek Trail: Moderate; 3.9 miles; Highway 165 
from Tellico Plains. Park at Grassy Gap Picnic Area.

•  Mill Branch Trail: Moderate; 2.2 miles; off Double Camp 
Road in Tellico Plains.

•  Moccasin Path Trail: Easy; 1/3 miles; around Indian 
Boundary Lake in Tellico Plains.

•  North Fork Citico Trail: Moderate;  
5 miles; off Cherrylog Gap.

•  Outer Log Trail: Easy/moder ate; 3.25m; inside Ft. Loud-
oun State Park, Vonore.

•  Panther Branch Trail: Moderate/strenuous; 2.2m;  
starts at Panther Branch Picnic Area.

•  Pine Ridge Trail:  
Moderate; 3.6 miles; begins at N. Fork Citico Road.

•  Rocky Flats Trail: Easy; 3.2 miles; off Camp Road,  
roadside park ing on Citico Road.

•  Stiff Knee Trail: Moderate; 3.2 miles; follows Little and 
Big Slickrock Creeks.

•  Sugar Cove Trail: Moderate; 2.2 miles; Beech Gap to 
North River Road.

•  Whigg Ridge Trail: Moderate; 3 miles begins at  
Forest Station Road #61and ends North of Deep Gap.

Monroe County has some of the best hiking trails 
in the South with a variety of skill levels required. 

No matter your hiking skill, you will find 
a trail that suits your needs in Monroe 

County. The list below includes the trail 
difficulty rating, length and location.

http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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Monroe County 
155 Grand Vista Drive, Suite 4 Vonore, TN 37885

423-884-2400

Where people and jobs connect.

The Tennessee Career Center System is an equal opportunity employer/program; 
auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

This project is funded under an agreement with the state of Tennessee.

CHEROHALA SKYWAY
VISITOR CENTER

Open Monday-Sunday 9:00-5:00
Winter Hours: (Jan.-Feb.): 

Fri.-Sat. 9:00-5:00 & Sunday 1:00-5:00

225 Cherohala Skyway • Tellico Plains

423-253-8010
• Friendly Folks
• Current Skyway & National Forest Information
• Ample Free and Paved Parking
• Outdoor Picnic Facilities
• Super Clean Bathrooms
• A Modern “Not-For-Profi t” Gift Shop

Center owned and operated by Monroe County, Tennessee
www.cherohala.org

The Offi cial Website of  Cherohala Skyway

423-351-1098
101 E. Morris Street, Sweetwater, Tennessee 37874

In the heart of Sweetwater’s Antiques District.
Mon-Thurs: 11am-4pm • Fri: 11am-8pm • Sat. 11am-5pm

Closed Sunday

Hometown 
Hospitality, 

Big City Quality

www.hunterscafesweetwatertn.com

Steaks • Seafood • Pasta • Sandwiches
Salads • Homemade Soups

www.pumpkintownfestival.com

13th Annual Saturday,
Oct 8, 2016
10:00 a.m.-
5:00 p.m.

Historic 
Downtown Athens

Free
Admission!

Old-Fashioned 
Downtown Christmas

Saturday, November 19  • 4:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

• Food • Arts & Crafts • Childrens’ 
Activities • Live Entertainment
• Scott Crisp Memorial PowWow

New This Year: Ice Skating Rink
• Christmas Movies on the Square (Outdoors)

• Caroling • Carriage Rides • Food Vendors & Seating 

Children’s 
Activities: 

Crafts, Games & 
Trackless Train

http://www.cherohala.org
http://www.hunterscafesweetwatertn.com
http://www.pumpkintownfestival.com


If the thought of a hiking trip through 
the Cherokee National Forest on 
a cool, crisp Tennessee morning 
sounds like fun, Amy Cass is ready 
to make it happen.

Photos courtesy of Starr Mountain Outfitters and Marvin Harper
Article written by Marvin Harper
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Amy, the mother of two and someone 
with a self-proclaimed “passion for the 
outdoors,” has been hiking and camping 
since she was 6 years old. She grew up 
in Etowah, attending McMinn Central 
High School and eventually Cleveland 
State Community College with plans of 
becoming a teacher. But when her two 
sons grew up and moved out, Cass and 
her husband Scott decided that it was 
time for her to pursue her real dream. 
Opening a store. It was to be a store 
that specialized in one thing and one 
thing only…. the great outdoors.

Now, a year into the business, which 
she has named Starr Mountain Outfitters, 
Amy and her staff of four have started 
offering, free of charge, guided hiking 
trips on the hundreds of trails that 
wind through the national park around 
Etowah. The trips are available to  
beginners, as well as experienced hikers, 
with reservations made in advance.

“Etowah is an outdoor enthusiast’s 
dream,” says Cass. “My goal is 
whether you are an amateur hiker  

or a seasoned veteran, we want you to 
enjoy a weekend adventure.” Along 
with some overnight camping trips, her 
staff takes adventurers on shorter hikes 
of three miles, as well as all-day hikes 
that can be as long as 18 miles. She 
isn’t intimidated by long hikes. In the 
months before opening her store last 
November, Amy and a friend hiked 
130 miles in two months.

Cass prefers fall and winter hiking but 
her Starr Mountain Outfitters crew will 
be offering their guided trips year-round. 
And Etowah is just the place, she says.

“We’re in the hub of things. This is the 
scenic route to the Smokies,” said Cass.

Cass is also teaming up with the 
Benton McKaye Trail Association to 
hike on some of their historic trails 
and to provide “trail stewards” to help 
maintain those trails.

In her store on Tennessee Avenue, 
Cass stocks goods from more than 75 
sports equipment suppliers. Visitors to 
the store can purchase anything from 

a cap and T-shirt to full hiking attire 
that might include boots, backpack, 
water purifier, a map and even a pair 
of heavy-duty hiking socks. The other 
clothing items, which Cass classifies 
as “technical clothing,” are specifically 
designed for hiking with their  
added durability, as well as being 
“breathable” and quick to dry.

The list goes on for the more experienced 
hikers, says Cass. “If you go one time 
you’ll see what you need and come 
back,” she adds.

Her enthusiasm for the outdoors is 
contagious and loyal customers keep 
coming back. 

“I want people to get excited about  
being outside,” she says. “It’s healthy 
in so many ways. It’ a stress reliever 
for people and good exercise, I just 
feel at peace when I’m outdoors.”

Cass and her staff can be reached  
at 423-781-7693 or by email at  
Starrmountainoutfitters.com and on 
facebook.com/starrmountainoutfitters

http://www.facebook.com/starrmountainoutfitters
http://www.starrmountainoutfitters.com
http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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Hwy. 411 

Madisonville

442-2128

Come to Our Old Fashioned Cruise-In

2nd Saturday 
in April-October

Celebrating

52Years!

We want to say 
THANK YOU 
for a great 
52 years!

$2.99 Offer good at A&W/Long John Silvers 
Sweetwater, Tn. location only.ONLY

WELCOME TO MONROE COUNTY

A Great 
Place to 

Work & Live

MONROE COUNTY 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Bryan S. Hall, Director 
103 College Street South, Suite 6

Madisonville, TN 37354
423-442-3652   Mobile: 423-337-1027

Email: bryan.hall@monroetn.com
www.monroeeconomicdevelopment.com

mailto:bryan.hall@monroetn.com
http://www.monroeeconomicdevelopment.com
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http://www.nationalmuscadinefestival.com
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The infamous stringdusters  
Thursday, Sept. 22, at 7:30 p.m.
Grammy-nominated The Infamous Stringdusters 
use tradition and innovation to create a lively 
dance of elements that skip comfortably and 
weave together. Individual tickets to the show 
are $20 for adults or $10 for students.

Council for the Arts
Monroe AreA 

Since 1994, Monroe Area Council for the Arts (MACA) has brought  
world-class entertainment at an affordable cost to Hiwassee College.  
Each year, the organization presents its annual Performance Series with  
a variety of shows in the college’s Performing Arts Center. 
“This year’s Performance Series is dynamite,” said 
Executive Director Crystal Thomas Smith. “I can’t say 
enough good things about this year’s lineup.”
Individual show tickets range from $10-$20 dollars, 
while an individual season ticket holder pays only  
$60 for the entire series. Families (same household)  
can purchase season tickets for $140. Season tickets  
for couples is $100. 
“This year, our season pass holders will get invites  
to extra events and special things,” said Smith.  
“For example, there will be a cookie and punch  
reception before a performance or an opportunity to 
watch a soundcheck and have a Q&A [question and 
answer] with the artist here and there. We want them  
to feel like they’re getting more for their money.”

In addition to this year’s Performance Series, there  
will be a special event—a surprise black box show. 
“We’ll be having a standalone special concert that  
isn’t a part of a season pass bundle,” said Smith.  
“We’ll announce details about that soon, as we’re  
trying to finalize the plans.”
There will also be a show added to the Performance Series 
that will be held at Sweetwater Elementary School. 
Tickets to all MACA performances can be purchased 
online at www.monroearts.com, by phone at 423-442-3210 
or at the MACA Office, located in the Monroe County 
Chamber of Commerce office at 520 Cook Street in 
Madisonville. Tickets are also available at the box  
office one hour before showtime. There is no refund  
for purchased tickets.

http://www.monroearts.com
http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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Missoula children’s Theatre presents “Treasure island” 
Saturday, Jan. 28, 2017, at 3 and 5:30 p.m.
Missoula Children’s Theatre casts more than 60 local children to present  
“Treasure Island.” The show is an original adaptation of Robert Lewis Stevenson’s 
classic novel. Individual tickets to the show are $10 for adults or $5 for students.

BeauSoleil 
Friday, Feb. 10, 2017, at 7:30 p.m.
Since forming in 1975, Grammy winners BeauSoleil have claimed 
their undisputed role as the most esteemed Cajun group in music. 
BeauSoleil avec Michael Doucet take the rich Cajun traditions of 
Louisiana and artfully blend elements of zydeco, New Orleans jazz, 
Tex-Mex, country, blues and more into a musical recipe. Individual 
tickets to the show are $20 for adults or $10 for students.sierra hull featuring Justin Moses 

Sunday, March 19, 2017, at 4 p.m.
Sierra Hull first signed with a record label at the age 
of 13. An American bluegrass singer and musician 
(mandolin and guitar), Hull and her music have 
been described as “emphatic, harmonious, and 
dissonant. It is the realization of promise, and the 
affirmation of individuality.”

Moses, a Madisonville native, is an accomplished 
instrumentalist. He has previously played with 
Ricky Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder, Bruce Hornsby,  
Blue Moon Rising, Highway 11, NewFound 
Road, and the Dan Tyminski Band. He’s played on 
Grammy-nominated albums and has released a few 
albums of his own. He’s played shows with Hull 
since 2005.

Individual tickets to the show are $20 for adults  
or $10 for students.

Denny Diamond & the Jewels 
Friday, April 21, 2017, at 7:30 p.m.
Denny Svehla (aka Denny Diamond) is a trained vocalist and acoustic 
guitarist best known for his unique tribute to the music of Neil Diamond. 
Forget the flash, effects and costumes; Denny’s performance is 
focused on the vocals, masterful musicianship, and family interaction 
that’s charmed audiences everywhere. Individual tickets to the show 
are $20 for adults or $10 for students.

http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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Charbroiled 
ChiCken 
burgers

hand Cut steaks
Est. 1987902 Tellico Street • Madisonville, TN

Next to Wal-Mart

423-442-2222
bertshometowngrill.com

Bert’s
Hometown Grill

Etowah, TN — A Great Place for Business
#growingetowah

Etowah Area Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 458 - Etowah TN 37331 • (423) 263-2228

info@etowahcoc.org

A quaint downtown that attracts 
thousands of visitors. Home of the 
Hiwassee River Rail Adventure 
excursions, Etowah is bustling 
with a year full of events at the 
L&N Depot.

Located at the base of the
Cherokee National Forest,
Etowah is surrounded by five 
rivers, over 60 waterfalls, and 450 
miles of hiking and biking trails.

BRADLEY’S PIT 
BAR-B-QUE & GRILL

517 N. Hwy 68 • Sweetwater • 423-351-7190
http://www.facebook.com/BradleysPitBBQ

WE’RE CELEBRATING 11 YEARS!

Call us for your CATERING needs!

Authentic Pit BBQ • Pulled Pork • Smoked Ribs 
Smoked Chicken • Steaks • Smoked Turkey
Family Atmosphere • Home Town Service

Jason Miller, Pharm. D. • Brent Hickey, Pharm. D.

707 Veterans 
Memorial Drive

(Next to Citizens National Bank)

423-253-6003

7700077 VVeterannss

Your Hometown Pharmacist

We trust
you have

enjoyed this
issue of the:
If you would like to be put on our mailing list to

receive future issues sent directly to you,
Please fill out your name and address below and

send this coupon along with $5.95 for mailing cost
for the next three issues to:

The Advocate & Democrat, P.O. Box 389, Sweetwater, TN 37874
(The magazine itself is free, but it costs about $2.00 to mail it out.)

Name: __________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________

We trust you have enjoyed this issue of

mailto:info@etowahcoc.org
http://www.facebook.com/BradleysPitBBQ
http://www.bertshometowngrill.com
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Celebrating 50+ Years of Adventure!

423-337-6616
Highway 68 • Sweetwater • www.thelostsea.com

Main Gift Shop open year round & additional stores can be seasonal.

Commercial Tours, 
Including Boat Rides 

Available Daily

The Super SaturdayAdventure is offered everySaturday at 1:00pmFor more info call423-337-6616 or visit our website

Visit our restaurant 
and try our

Lost Sea Burger
and Hand Dipped

Ice Cream

www.visitsweetwater.com

Shop. Dine. Play.
Whether you spend an hour or the whole day in
Historic Downtown Sweetwater, we are sure you
will enjoy discovering all that we have to offer 
and will find yourself returning to our wonderful
town again and again!

http://www.thelostsea.com
http://www.visitsweetwater.com
http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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The multi-day event attracts numerous travelers and local  
residents to Tsali Notch Vineyard, located between Sweetwater 
and Madisonville, and to historic downtown Sweetwater for 
great muscadines food, music, a parade and much more.

The events leading up 
to the popular festival 
actually begin earlier in 
the month with the Miss 
Muscadine Pageant on 
Sept. 10 at Sweetwater 
Elementary School.

The festival itself begins 
at 10 a.m. Friday, Sept. 
23, with muscadine 
picking at the vineyard 

and free music the Duck Park in downtown Sweetwater with the 
band SouthBound performing from 7 to 11 p.m. Product samples 
and wine tasting are ongoing at the vineyard on Friday.

The Muscadine Wind 5K starts at 9 a.m. (registration is at 8 a.m.) 
on Saturday at Tsali Notch.

A parade will kick off events in downtown Sweetwater at  
10 a.m. on Saturday. Music and other events continue all day 
Saturday and Sunday both downtown and at the vineyard. 
SMPOA has taken proceeds from the festival to donate money 
for the construction of new Train Depot Visitors Center that is 
scheduled to open the day of the festival opening. Be sure to 
look for The Advocate & Democrat’s special insert about the 
festival in the newspaper before the festival’s start.

For more information,  
call Sweetwater City Hall at 423-337-6979.

For the sixth year in a row,  
the Sweetwater Merchants and  
Property Owners Association will 
work with the city and community  
to host the National Muscadine  
Festival Sept. 23 – 25.

http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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2016 National Muscadine Festival  
Schedule of Events • Sept. 23 – 25, 2016

saturday, sept 10:  
Miss Muscadine Queen Pageant 6:30 p.m. 
Sweetwater Elementary School Auditorium on Broad Street   
Admission $10: Students & children free
Little Miss Muscadine pageant 12:30-1 p.m. 
aLL WeeKenD- FRee aDMission DoWnToWn
Friday, sept. 23:  
at Tsali notch vineyard: 
10 a.m.- 6 p.m. –You-pick muscadines, Live music 3:30-8:15 p.m. 
Admission charge begins at 3 p.m. for the Muscadine Balloon Fiesta- 
hot air balloons tethered rides begin at 3:30 p.m., weather permitting
Downtown sweetwater:   
Noon: Grand opening of Sweetwater Visitor Center & Trailhead Depot 
12:30 p.m. – 6 p.m. - Vendor set up  
7-11 p.m. Live music with SouthBound  
Vendors and barbecue cookers begin
saturday, sept. 24th:  
at Tsali notch vineyard  
9 a.m.- Muscadine Wind 5K 
10 a.m.- Muscadine picking and product samples, crafters
Muscadine Balloon Fiesta to benefit CASA Monroe 
Admission charge at the vineyard begins at 2 p.m. 
Live music 3:30-8:15 p.m.  Balloon Glow at dusk
Tethered rides at 3:30 p.m., weather permitting.
Downtown sweetwater: 
Parade: lineup begins at 9 a.m. at Walmart 
  Parade begins at 10 a.m.
Be sure to get a photo with festival mascot 
Food and Art and Craft Vendors
Barbecue competition at Hunt Commons  
Kids Zone - $5 all day armband/$8 weekend
Children’s Art Square on Walnut Street (across from Gazebo) 
Live Music at Main Stage Bandstand at Duck Park: 
 11a.m. to noon – Eli Currier 
 12-1 p.m. – Fritts Family Band 
 1-3 p.m. – Terry Collins 
 3-5 p.m. – The Bo Ashby Band  
 4:30 p.m. – Join us at the gazebo!

saturday, sept. 24 
 At the gazebo: 
 WMTY 98.3 FM  11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
 SHS Concert Band 1-2 p.m. 
 Barbecue awards 4:30 
shuTTLe 
$5 per person/$20 family – Hosted by First United Methodist Church 
and the City of Sweetwater
Runs to Tsali Notch Vineyard, The Lost Sea, and Downtown Sweetwater.  
Departure from Downtown. 
Noon • 1 p.m. • 2 p.m. • 3 p.m. • 4 p.m. • 5 p.m. 
Return to downtown 9:30 p.m
Departure from The Lost Sea 
12:45 p.m. • 1:45 p.m. • 2:45 p.m. • 3:45 p.m. • 4:45 p.m.
Departure from Tsali Notch  
12:30 p.m. • 1:30 p.m. • 2:30 p.m. • 3:30 p.m. • 4:30 p.m.
sunday, sept. 25  noon- 5 p.m. 
Vendors and artists 
Live music at the Main Stage Bandstand at Duck Park: 
12-1 p.m. Remix 
1-2 p.m.The Jacobs Family Ministry 
2-3 p.m. Eli Currier 
3-5 p.m. Legacy Classic Rock 
Tsali notch vineyard – Hot air balloon lift off around 8:30 a.m. 
(weather permitting)
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.- You-pick, product samples, crafters
**All events subject to change
For more information visit www.nationalmuscadinefestival.com

Photos by Jery Denham and Tommy Millsaps

http://www.nationalmuscadinefestival.com
http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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A brief history of the “Old Line” and  
the Hiwassee River Rail Adventure

What is known today as the  
Old Line Railroad was built in 
1890 as part of a project to link 
Knoxville to Marietta, Ga., by rail.  

The section from Knoxville to the Tennessee and Georgia 
state line at McCays (now Copperhill) was built by the 
Knoxville Southern Railway Company.  A very distinctive 
feature was built as part of the track, the Hiwassee Loop.  
The Loop is a circle of track that was built around Bald 
Mountain in 1898.  Located in Polk County, the Loop looked 
like the eye of a needle. The “Eye,” now listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, is intact and continues to intrigue 
passengers who ride the Hiwassee River Rail Loop Adventures. 
Today the “Eye” is more commonly known as the “Loop.”

In 1902, the Louisville and Nashville (L&N) Railroad took 
ownership of the Old Line. L&N was fearful that Southern 
Railroad, with a more direct route to Atlanta, would dominate 
the market. The rail company decided to avoid the rugged 

Old Line Railroad

http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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mountain route altogether by building 
80 miles of new track from a point 
near Etowah to Marietta. The new line, 
which parallels U.S. Highway 411 in 
Tennessee and Georgia, ran over 
flatter terrain and allowed trains to move 
faster and more efficiently. The new 
line became a bypass for the “Old Line.”

The Old Line remained a part of the 
L&N system until 1982. In 1987, 
Chessie System and Seaboard Systems 
merged and became CSX. Today,  
that line is owned by the Georgian 
Northeastern Railway. In 2001, CSX 
announced its plan to abandon the 
track. Concerned citizens and regional 
organizations formed the Old Line 

Railroad Coalition 
to save the line. In 
2002, the Tennessee 
Overhill Heritage 
Association (TOHA) 
purchased the line.  
To honor its history, 

the name “Old Line” was retained.

Currently, the Tennessee Overhill and 
the Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum 
run the Hiwassee River Rail Loop  
Adventure and the Copperhill Special 
over the historic “Old Line.” Step back 
into history as you ride a restored 
vintage passenger train alongside the 
Scenic Hiwassee River, into remote 
areas of the Hiwassee Gorge, and over 
the famous Hiwassee Rail “Loop,” the 
third longest rail loop in the world. 
There are 366 curves on the Old Line 
between Etowah and Blue Ridge, Ga.

Two trips are available on the Hiwassee 
River Rail Adventures boarding from 
the L&N Depot Station in Etowah.  
The Hiwassee Loop Trip is a 3 1/2-hour 
train ride from Etowah to the Loop. 
The Copperhill Special is a full-day 
trip, eight hours, beginning in Etowah 
with a layover in Copperhill for lunch, 
shopping and sight-seeing. The train 
season is from late March through  
mid-December. The fall colors are 
magical in route through the Cherokee 
National Forest.

New this 2016 season is a special 
Christmas train that will run Nov. 26, 
Dec. 3, 10  and 17.  Santa will be  
riding the train with special treats  
and surprises.

For more information and reservations, 
call the L&N Depot at 423-263-7840 or 
the Tennessee Overhill at 423-263-7232 
or visit TennesseeOverhill.com.

http://www.tennesseemountaintraveler.com
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September 10  
Fried Green Tomato Festival 
The 5th annual Niota Fried Green Tomato  
Festival with food, art and crafts vendor will  
be held 6 a.m to 4 p.m on Saturday, Sept. 10,  
in downtown Niota off Interstate 75’s Exit 60.

September 10  
Miss Muscadine Pageant 
The 2016 Miss Muscadine Pagaent will be 
held on Sept. 10 at 6:30 p.m. in the auditorium 
of Sweetwater Elementary School. This is the 
official pageant of the National Muscadine 
Festival in Sweetwater. The winner will receive 
a $500 scholarship to the college of her choice 
and more. In addition, the Sweetwater High 
School Cheerleaders are sponsoring the Little 
Miss Muscadine Pageant at 12:30 p.m. prior to 
the Miss Muscadine Pageant Tickets to attend 
the pageant are $10 for adults. Students and 
children get in free. For more information,  
visit www.nationalmuscadinefestival.com.

September 10-11  
Cherokee Fall Festival 
The Sequoyah Birthplace Museum will host its 
25th Annual Cherokee Fall Festival on Sept. 10-11, 
from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. each day. The festival 
was originally called the Great Island Festival, 
named for the “Great Island,” a Cherokee village 
site 250 years ago. Today, Fort Loudoun State 
Historic Area and the museum occupy an island 
created by the Tellico Lake Project.  

September 23-25  
National Muscadine Festival  
For the sixth year in a row, the Sweetwater 
Merchants and Property Owners Association 
will work with the city and community to  
host the National Muscadine Festival in  
Sept. 23-25.The multi-day event attracts  
numerous travelers and local residents to  
Tsali Notch Vineyard, located between  
Sweetwater and Madisonville, and to historic 
downtown Sweetwater for great muscadines 
food, music, a parade and much more.

September 24  
Smokin’ Up The Valley 2016 
The annual Smokin’ Up The Valley is a truck 
pull held in Niota at the I-75 Raceway, located 
at 1791 Highway 68. Admission is $12 and 
children ages 12 and under are free. The event 
raises money for Children’s Hospital. For more 
information, visit the Diesal Den Performance 
page on Facebook.

OctOber 6-8  
Murders on Main Street  
The Etowah Area Chamber of Commerce  
combines entertainment with true local history 
in the fourth annual presentation of Murders  
on Main Street. Murders on Main Street is a 
historic interpretation of six murders that oc-
curred on Tennessee Avenue during Etowah’s 
first 40 years from 1908-1947. Tours will be 
held on Oct. 6-8 from 6:30 p.m. until 9 p.m.

OctOber 7  
Tennessee Fall Homecoming 
The Museum of Appalachia’s Tennessee Fall 
Homecoming is one of the nation’s largest and 
most authentic music and folk festivals. Each 
day, all day, musicians perform on five stages, 
filling the air with traditional mountain, folk, 
bluegrass, Gospel, and old country music. 
Homecoming includes demonstrations of  
mountain skills, a large craft fair featuring 
authentic Appalachian artisans, and traditional 
Southern “comfort” foods. For more  
information, visit museumofappalachia.org.

OctOber 8  
Pumpkintown 
Save the date to celebrate history, heritage,  
and harvest during the 13th Annual  
Pumpkintown Festival in downtown Athens,  
on Saturday, Oct. 8, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
A day-long celebration that brings to life  
the rich cultural history and heritage of  
McMinn County and East Tennessee, the 
community-wide event is named for a former 
McMinn County settlement, Pumpkintown.

OctOber 8  
Autumn Gold 
Organizers in Coker Creek are preparing for  
the 48th Annual Autumn Gold Festival. The 
two-day festival brings crafters, artists, food 
vendors, entertainers and more to the Coker 
Creek Community. This year’s festival is  
scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 8, and Sunday, 
Oct. 9, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the grounds  
of Coker Creek Elementary School and the 
nearby Ruritan Club, located at mile marker 34 
on Highway 68 in Coker Creek.

OctOber 13  
Taste of Monroe 
The annual Taste of Monroe, sponsored by the 
Monroe County Chamber of Commerce, will be 
held on Thursday, Oct. 13, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.  
in downtown Madisonville. The event features 
local restaurants and will provide visitors “A 
Taste of Monroe!” Admission is $10 for adults 
or $5 for ages 4-12. Children under 3 get in 
free. Chamber members’ tickets are $8.

OctOber 15-16  
Trade Faire at Fort Loudoun 
From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days,  
Fort Loudoun State Historic Area will come 
alive for its 18th Century Trade Faire, the  
largest event held at Fort Loudoun annually.  
Admission is $8 for adults (13 and up). 
Children ages 12 and under are free. Limited 
parking is available at the park, but additional 
free parking will be available at Sequoyah 
Birthplace Museum and a shuttle bus will run 
both days between the locations.

OctOber 16  
Rocky Top Run  
The fourth annual Rocky Top Run will be  
held in downtown Sweetwater on Sunday  
Oct. 16. The early afternoon race is held in 
honor of the late Greg Collette and serves to 
raise money to benefit a scholarship fund for 
Sweetwater High students.

Fall Calendar of Events
Upcoming events in and 
near Monroe County.

http://www.nationalmuscadinefestival.com
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Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

For more information call 877-862-4332
www.sweetwatervalley.com

email: info@sweetwatervalley.com

Philadelphia, Tennessee

Apply in person at Plant 1 or send your
 resume to carol.clenney@jtekt.com

JTEKT Automotive-Vonore 
55 Excellence Way • Vonore, TN 37884

www.jtekt-na.com

Now Hiring 
Production 
Technicians

& Other
Positions

ALCOA TENN FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
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Starr Regional Medical Center brings a growing list of professional healthcare services to the communities 
of Athens and Etowah so you and your family don’t have to travel to a big city to receive the very best in 
compassionate, high quality care. From emergency services, to routine care, to long-term capabilities, our 
services stand out: 

• 24/7 Emergency Services
• Diagnostic Imaging
• Lab Services
• Physical, Speech & Occupational Therapy
• Surgical Services
• Diagnostic Sleep Center
• Senior Care - Geriatric Psychiatry
• Cardio Pulmonary Rehabilitation
• Advanced Wound Center and Hyperbarics
• McMinn Memorial Nursing Home & Rehab Center
• Labor & Delivery / Women’s Services

We also offer many more services to keep our communities healthy.
Visit StarrRegional.com to find a doctor or learn more about our services.

Our Community. 
Our Hospital. 

www.starrregional.com

Our Community. 
Our Hospital. 

1114 W Madison Ave, Athens, TN 37303
886 US-411, Etowah, TN 37331

http://www.starrregional.com

