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68
Wine And Spirits

Bryan’s

660 New Highway 68
Sweetwater, TN
423-337-3050

Monday-Thursday  9am-9pm
Friday-Saturday  9am-10pm

1 1/2 Miles East of I-75 • Near Jacky Jones Ford

140 Harrison Road – Madisonville, TN 37354

423.506.9895

From wedding to tasting, to just a little Saturday afternoon exploring: 
plan your next event at Tsali Notch.

Tsali Notch is Tennessee’s largest muscadine vineyard, 
located between Sweetwater and Madisonville.

U-Pic in September & October!

Visit Our Website at:
www.tsalinotch.com

We also off er juices, jellies and other 
artisan merchandise.

OUR WINES HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED WITH GOLD

AND SILVER MEDALS AT THE “WINES OF THE SOUTH”
AND THE “SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE WINE CONTEST”!  

We Host Weddings, 

Receptions, Reunions 

& Other Events!

Check us out for your 
holiday gift needs! 

We have gift baskets!

Private tastings and tours available by appointment.
Hours of Operation: Wed.-Sun. • Noon-5pm

September & October 
Hours of Operation:

Wednesday & Thursday • Noon to 5pm 
Friday-Sunday • 10am-6pm

Biblical Theme Park

Be Inspired!

Park Open Year Round
Dusk to Dawn

Free Parking & 
Admission

Visit our facebook page:
fi elds of the wood/burger mountain café 

From Prayer Mountain to Ten Commandants 
Mountain and the All-Nations Cross;

God’s word unfolds through marble and stone.
Visit & Enjoy Our Nature Trails, Picnic Areas and Fish Pond.

Gift Shop & Burger Mountain Café 
Call for Gift Shop & Café Seasonal Hours 

Seasonal Hours begin Thanksgiving through Easter

Park is maintained by visitor donations

10000 Hwy 294, Murphy NC 28906 828-494-7855

Monroe County 
155 Grand Vista Drive, Suite 4 Vonore, TN 37885

423-884-2400

Where people and jobs connect.

The Tennessee Career Center System is an equal opportunity employer/program; 
auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

This project is funded under an agreement with the state of Tennessee.
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   The Advocate & Democrat is proud to pro-
duce the Tennessee Mountain Traveler three 
times a year to showcase the many attractions 
in the region. This full-color tourism magazine is 
distributed to nearly 15,000 tourists throughout 
East Tennessee and parts of North Carolina. 
   Tennessee Mountain Traveler Country is a 
region blessed with rich heritage, friendly peo-
ple, unmatched scenery and outdoor recre-
ation with our lakes, rivers and mountains. 
   Perhaps the most beautiful time of year is 
autumn when fall leaves drape the area in a 
tapestry of rich autumn colors. Warm days and 
crisp nights make for some of the most pleas-
ant weather of the year.
   Take a spin on our byways, carved through 

mile-high mountain peaks, or hike in the 
Cherokee National Forest. Get lost in a corn 
maze. Learn about local heritage as you travel 
through the Tennessee Overhill Region 
(Monroe, McMinn and Polk counties). 
Experience unique shopping and dining.                                          
   Special thanks to the Tennessee Overhill 
Association, Monroe County Tourism 
Department, photographers Kevin Fritts and 
Jerry Denham and many others involved in 
this publication. 
   For more information about this publication, 
call 423-337-7101. 
On the cover: Local photographer Jerry 
Denham captured this autumn scene at Bald 
River Falls.

24-25
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Oct. 8-10
Murders on Main Street

Murders on Main Street is a his-
toric interpretation of six murders that 
occurred on Tennessee Avenue during 
Etowah’s first 40 years from 1908-1947. 
Tours will be held on Oct. 8-10 from 6:30 
p.m. until 9 p.m. See more on page 6.

Oct. 10-11
Autumn Gold Festival

Organizers in Coker Creek are pre-
paring for the 47th Annual Autumn 
Gold Festival. The two-day festival 
brings crafters, artists, food vendors, 
entertainers and more to the Coker 
Creek Community. This year’s festival 
is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 10, 
and Sunday, Oct. 11, from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on the grounds of Coker Creek 
Elementary School and the nearby 
Ruritan Club, located at mile marker 
34 on Highway 68 in Coker Creek. See 
more on page 8.

Oct. 10
Pumpkintown

Save the date to celebrate his-
tory, heritage, and harvest during the 
12th Annual Pumpkintown Festival 
in downtown Athens, on Saturday, 
Oct. 10, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. This 
is a day-long celebration that brings 
to life the rich cultural history and 
heritage of McMinn County and East 
Tennessee. See more on page 10.

Oct. 17
Music on the Mountain

On Saturday, Oct. 17, the hills will 
be alive with the sound of music 
during the 3rd Annual Music on 
the Mountain. Cosponsored by The 
Advocate & Democrat, the annual 
bluegrass festival will be headlined 
by Russell Moore & IIIrd Tyme Out 
and will feature several other groups, 
in addition to arts and craft vendors, 
games and more. The event, previ-
ously held at Coker Creek Elementary 

School, will be at a new location this 
year—on Tellico Plains High School’s 
football field. Guests will be able to 
have “stadium seating” in the bleach-
ers. See more on page 12.

Oct. 17-18
18th Century Trade Faire

On Oct. 17-18, from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. both days, Fort Loudoun State 
Historic Area will come alive for its 
18th Century Trade Faire. Gates open 
at 9:30 a.m. Step back in time at the 
Trade Faire, which features encamp-
ments of soldiers, settlers and Native 
Americans. Visitors will be able to see 
what life was like at Fort Loudoun in 
the 18th Century. See more on page 14.

Oct. 25
Rocky Top Run

The Rocky Top Run each fall has 
become one of the region’s most 
popular races. The race is set for Oct. 
25 this year in downtown Sweetwater.  
All proceeds will go toward the Greg 
Collette Scholarship which will be 
given to students graduating from 
Sweetwater High School. See more on 
page 18.

Oct. 25, Nov. 1
River GORGEous Fall Color 

Cruise
Enjoy a fall foliage cruise through 

the entire 34-mile Tennessee River 
Gorge during color peak season. Take 
a commemorative look at the site of 
historic Hale’s Bar Lock and Dam, the 
first dam ever built on the Tennessee 
River. Learn about the site’s engineer-
ing legacy and hear tales of its con-
struction over 100 years ago. Lunch 
and return bus transportation provid-
ed. All ages are welcome aboard, but 
the cruise is limited to 55 participants. 
See more information at www.tnaqua.
org/plan-your-visit/river-gorge-ex-
plorer. Call 423-265-0698 for advance 
reservations.

Oct. 31
Zombie Dash

The 2nd Annual Zombie Dash is com-
ing to Madisonville on Halloween (Oct. 
31). Sponsored by the Monroe County 
Health Council, the Zombie Run is a 
family-friendly fitness event filled with 
Halloween spirit. Participants will have 
to dodge zombie terrors and creep, crawl 
or run their way to the finish line. See 
more on page 20.

Oct. 31
Halloween in Madisonville

Madisonville’s annual Downtown 
Halloween Trick or Treat event will be 
held from 5 to 9 p.m. in the center of 
town on Saturday, Oct. 31. It is annu-
ally one of the largest local Halloween 
celebrations and attracts hundreds of 
children each year.

Nov. 6
MACA presents Scott Miller
Ever since Steve Earle declared Scott 

Miller a “world-class songwriter” and 
signed him and his former band The 
V-Roys to his record label E-Squared, 
Miller has been known as a writer’s 
writer. Miller’s songwriting has been 
described in the The New York Times 
as “an epic vernacular.” In other words, 
Miller wrote big. Miller’s most recent 
album “Big, Big World” melds Miller’s 
and Doug Lancio’s respective gifts of 
words and music, reflecting Miller’s 
influences of southern rock, country and 
bluegrass. See more on page 23.

Nov. 13-14
Festival of Trees

Eyes, both young and old, will light 
up when they see the colorful and 
imaginative Christmas trees show-
cased at the 7th Annual CASA Monroe’s 
Festival of Trees. Scheduled for Nov. 13 
and 14 at the Tellico West Conference 
Center in Vonore, the annual event is a 
fundraiser for CASA Monroe. See more 
on page 22. 

Upcoming events 
in and near 

Monroe County
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Gibson Shoe Store
Andrews, NC

Factory Return Outlet

Open 9am-6pm  
Monday-Saturday

For more information call 877-862-4332
www.sweetwatervalley.com

email: info@sweetwatervalley.com

Philadelphia, Tennessee

Celebrating 50 Years of Adventure!Celebrating 50 Years of Adventure!

The Super Saturday Adventure            

is offered every Saturday at 1:00pm

For more info call 423-337-6616 

or visit our website

(423) 337-6616(423) 337-6616
Highwa� 68 • Sweetwater • www.thelos tse�.co�

Main Gift Shop open year round & additional stores can be seasonal.

Commercial Tours, Including Boat Rides Available Daily for the Less Adventurous

BRADLEY’S PIT 
BAR-B-QUE & GRILL

517 N. Hwy 68 • Sweetwater • 423-351-7190
http://www.facebook.com/BradleysPitBBQ

WE’RE CELEBRATING 10 YEARS!

Call us for your CATERING needs!

Authentic Pit BBQ • Pulled Pork • Smoked Ribs 
Smoked Chicken • Steaks • Smoked Turkey
Family Atmosphere • Home Town Service
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Parade of Flags
Looking for a good mur-

der? Etowah is the place to be. 
The Etowah Area Chamber of 
Commerce combines entertain-
ment with true local history in 
the fourth annual presentation 
of Murders on Main Street.

Murders on Main Street is a 
historic interpretation of six mur-
ders that occurred on Tennessee 
Avenue during Etowah’s first 40 
years from 1908-1947. 

Tours will be held on Oct. 
8-10 from 6:30 p.m. until 9 p.m. 

Witness scenes of the crime 
as history comes alive while 
walking to the actual spots 
where the murders occurred. 
You will hear from those 
accused of murder and their vic-
tims as portrayed by actors from 

the Gem Players Association.
“All of these murders are a 

unique part of Etowah’s past.” 
says Chamber Director Durant 
Tullock. “All of the events 
were taken straight out of 
the newspaper accounts and 
court documents to correctly 
adhere to what occurred. The 
events are ones that many of 
us have heard over the years. 
Many myths and legends sur-
round these actual events and 
we hope to teach history in an 
entertaining venue.”

The first documented mur-
der on Tennessee Avenue took 
place in 1908 when Etowah 
was in its infancy. The rugged-
ness that the new railroad town 
brought is evident in some of 

the earliest murders.
This 10-block walking tour 

will take you by lantern light 
through the downtown district 
leaving the L&N Depot every 15 
minutes beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $10 and reserva-
tions are required. To order 
tickets, contact the Etowah Area 
Chamber of Commerce Office 
at 423-263-2228 or email info@
etowahcoc.org. Tickets are limited.

Murders
on Main 
Street
When: Oct. 8-10

Where: Downtown Etowah
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www.visitsweetwater.com

Shop. Dine. Play.
Whether you spend an hour or the whole day in
Historic Downtown Sweetwater, we are sure you
will enjoy discovering all that we have to offer 
and will find yourself returning to our wonderful
town again and again!

Family Practice
Behavioral Health

Diagnostics
Patient Assistance

School Clinics
Employment Services

Specialty Services

www.chotahealth.org

Madisonville 
Location

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

412 Hunt Street, Tellico Plains

(423) 253-6545
Monday-Friday • 8:00am to 5:30pm

4798 New Hwy 68, Madisonville

(423) 442-2622
7 Days A Week • 8:00am to 5:30pm

1206 Hwy 411, Vonore

(423) 884-7271
Monday-Friday • 8:00am to 5:30pm

The Charles Hall Museum, a 501 (2) (c) non-profi t foundation governed by a board of 
directors, exists to preserve regional, Appalachian, and American history with an emphasis 
on the Tellico Plains area. Showcased in two museum buildings are Charles’ magnifi cent 
collections of historical local photos, memorabilia, artifacts, and equipment. Along with his 
collections, the Museum has received historical items from the public since opening in 2003. 
There are currently over 6,000 artifacts and thousands of historical pictures and documents 
either displayed or archived.

Among the items displayed are Native American tools, arrowheads, beads and jewelry, 300 
fi rearms and swords, over 250 antique telephones, coins and currency ranging from the 1/2 
cent to the $10,000.00 gold certifi cate, a 120 piece Confederate money collection that includes 
the 1 cent coin to the $500.00 bill, a moonshine still, local mill stones, a 1934 Plymouth 
restored automobile, a 22 Model T Ford telephone repair truck, and so much more.

Museum Hours:
Monday-Saturday  10am-5pm  •  Sunday-Noon  5pm

Admission: FREE

A Museum of American History

229 Cherohala Skyway 
Tellico Plains, TN 37385

423-253-8000
www.charleshallmuseum.com

E-mail: charleshallmuseum@hotmail.com
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Color me purple Golden Fun
Whoever screamed the famous line, 

“There’s gold in them there hills!” may have 
been onto something.

Organizers in Coker Creek are preparing 
for the 47th Annual Autumn Gold Festival, 
one of the most popular events in Monroe 
County and the sole fundraiser for the Coker 
Creek Ruritan Club. 

The two-day festival brings crafters, artists, 
food vendors, entertainers and more to the 
Coker Creek Community. This year’s festi-
val is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 10, and 
Sunday, Oct. 11, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the 
grounds of Coker Creek Elementary School 
and the nearby Ruritan Club, located at mile 
marker 34 on Highway 68.

Adult tickets to get into the festival are $4, 
senior citizens and children ages 12-18 are 
$3 and children ages 11 and under are $1. 

Vendors will be lined around the school’s 
walking trail so visitors can walk on pavement, 
no matter the weather conditions. The festival 
also features homemade arts and crafts, histor-
ic demonstrations, music, food, wagon rides, 
and the crowd favorite—gold panning.

The crowning of the Autumn Gold Festival 
Queen is another highlight of the annual 
festival. This year’s queen contest will be at 
1 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 11. An Autumn Gold 

Festival queen, junior queen, princess and 
doll princess will be named.

Costumes for the queen contest can be 
from any era of American heritage. Judges 
will select the winners based on authentic, 
old-fashioned costumes, accessories, poise 
and presentation. There will be an overall 
winner and two runner-ups from each 
of the four categories. 

The contest is open to any 
girl, no matter where she if 
from or how old she is. 
There is no charge to par-
ticipate. Contestants are 
asked to arrive by noon 
on the day of the con-
test to register.

Festival proceeds 
aid the Coker Creek 
Ruritan Club in help-
ing families in need 
and in sponsoring 
community groups, 
such as local Boy 
and Girl Scout troops. 
In addition, the funds 
help provide scholarships 
each year to graduating 
students from Coker Creek. 

For more information 
about the Autumn 
Gold Festival, visit 
the Autumn Gold 
Festival in Coker 

Creek, TN page on 
Facebook or call 

423-261-2242.

When: 
Oct. 10-11
• Where: 

Coker Creek 
Elementary 

School
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206 Cherohala Skyway
Tellico Plains, TN 37385

(Across from Tellico Plains Library)

Rent 2 Nights
3rd Night Free!

Now offering 
0% fi nancing with 
approved credit

Now offeringNNow offering 
ancing with0% fi nancing with 

approved creditapproved credit

Business Hours • Monday - Friday 8 AM to 5 PM • Saturday 8:30 AM to 3 PM

WE INSTALL

NATIONWIDE WARRANTY

Monroe Auto &
Diesel Service

3918 Hwy. 411 
Madisonville, TN

423-442-3440

Specializing in...

...and more!

• DIESEL REPAIR
• CHECK ENGINE LIGHT
• ABS LIGHT
• ALL ELECTRONICS
• AIR CONDITIONING

• BRAKES
• TUNE UPS
• ENGINES
• TRANSMISSIONS
• DIFFERENTIALS

Gallery on Main Presents
2nd Annual Artists’ Private Studio Tour

Saturday, October 10th

Located at 109 Morris St., in beautiful downtown 
Sweetwater, Tennessee. Gallery on Main, hosts the 
works of more than thirty regional and local artists. 
Reservations for the ‘Studio Tour’ can be made 
by calling the gallery at 
423-337-7400 during 
regular store hours. 
Th e store is open 
Tuesday through 
Friday from 
11am-4pm and 
on Saturday from 
10:30am to 4:30pm.

Meet the Artists and 
visit their studios

all for 

Only $25
lunch, tax, gratuities inclusive

Start the day with a 
Champagne Gallery Reception

then visit studios until it is 
time to dine at a restaurant of 
your choosing and then more 
time to continue your tours...

Live music presented 
throughout the day

Door Prizes
and of course you can always 
shop Downtown Sweetwater

CHEROHALA SKYWAY
VISITOR CENTER

Open Monday-Sunday 9:00-5:00
Winter Hours: (Jan.-Feb.): 

Fri.-Sat. 9:00-5:00 & Sunday 1:00-5:00

225 Cherohala Skyway • Tellico Plains

423-253-8010
• Friendly Folks
• Current Skyway & National Forest Information
• Ample Free and Paved Parking
• Outdoor Picnic Facilities
• Super Clean Bathrooms
• A Modern “Not-For-Profi t” Gift Shop

Center owned and operated by Monroe County, Tennessee
www.cherohala.org

The Offi cial Website of  Cherohala Skyway

Golden Fun
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Did you know the largest 
pumpkin ever grown weighed 
1,131 pounds? Were you aware 
of the fact that pumpkins were 
once used to treat snakebites 
and remove freckles? 

Stop by the 12th Annual 
Pumpkintown Festival in down-
town Athens, set for Saturday, 
Oct. 10, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

A day-long celebration that 
brings to life the rich cultural 
history and heritage of McMinn 
County and East Tennessee, the 
community-wide event is named 
for a former McMinn County 
settlement, Pumpkintown.

“Pumpkintown has enjoyed 
great success for the past decade, 
with more than 12,000 visi-
tors attending each year,” said 
Meredith Willson, chairwoman of 
the event steering committee. 

Those who attend the 
event will be taken back in 

time to many different bygone 
eras in East Tennessee’s past. 
Blacksmiths, woodturners, 
basketmakers, potters, old-
fashioned jewelry-makers, and 
other craftspeople will demon-
strate crafts from days of old.

Old favorites will also 
be returning, including the 
Cherokee Powwow, the Mutt 
Strut and Doggie Costume 
Contest, Little Creek Petting 
Zoo, and “Pumpkin Plinko.” A 
pumpkin pie eating contest will 
be among the new events.

Live music and entertain-
ment will be held on mul-
tiple stages throughout the 
day, and the festival will be 
held in conjunction with the 
McMinn County Living Heritage 
Museum Quilt Show.

Like Pumpkintown on 
Facebook and visit www.pumpkin-
townfestival.com to learn more.

Won’t you 
take me to...

When: Saturday, Oct. 11
Where: Downtown Athens
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Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

Monday - Saturday 7am to 9pm

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road
Sweetwater TN 37874

423-337-3686

Phone: 423-442-8638 
Fax: 423-442-8641

4930-D New Highway 68
Madisonville, TN 37354

email: judy@skywaytitle.com

Serving Your Real Estate Needs

We offer Title Documents, Real Estate 
Closings, Abstract and Title Insurance.

It will be a pleasure to serve you!
Locally owned & operated with over 35 years experience.

Judy Thacker - Owner

Serving Monroe County and East Tennessee with 
excellent service in all of your real estate needs.

504 N. Main St 
Sweetwater, Tennessee
423-536-7046

Women’s urban-chic 
apparel, irresistible 
jewelry and trendy 
accessories, in a
New York style

boutique. 

Located across 
from Picket Fence

New York Style
Southern Charm

boutiqueue

Shop us at http://Dogwood-Lane.shoptiques.com

Hours
Tuesday - Saturday
10:00am - 5:00pm 

We are moving 
this fall to a bigger 

location around 
the corner -

107 Morris St. 
in downtown 
Sweetwater.

Check Facebook for updates. 

Shop our moving sale at 504 N. Main St. & new collections!

facebook.com/DogwoodLaneBoutique
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Fall in Love

Jessica cross
The Advocate & Democrat

On Saturday, Oct. 17, the hills 
will be alive with the sound of 
music during the 3rd Annual 
Music on the Mountain.

Cosponsored by Coker Creek 
Elementary School and The 
Advocate & Democrat, the blue-
grass festival will be headlined 
by Russell Moore & IIIrd Tyme 
Out and will feature several other 
groups, in addition to arts and 
craft vendors, games and more. 

The event, previously held at 
Coker Creek Elementary School, 
will be at a new location this 
year—on Tellico Plains High 
School’s football field. Guests will 
be able to have “stadium seating” 
in the bleachers. 

“If it rains, we’ll move it 
inside,” said Brian Ayers, an orga-
nizer of the event.

Proceeds from the event will 
go to Coker Creek Elementary. 

The event begins at 12:30 p.m. 
and will continue throughout the 
day. There is a $5 parking fee. 

“We will be asking for dona-
tion, instead of charging an 
admission fee,” said Ayers.

Headlining this year’s Music 
on the Mountain is Russell Moore 
& IIIrd Tyme Out. Moore is the 
International Bluegrass Music 
Association’s most awarded 
male vocalist as a five-time Male 
Vocalist of the Year winner. He 
helped found IIIrd Tyme Out in 
1991 and has been singing and 
playing with the band since.

While many bands have come 

and gone since then, Russell 
Moore & IIIrd Tyme Out have 
endured. In the process, they’ve 
won a slew of IBMA awards, 
including seven Vocal Group of 
the Year awards, and numer-
ous Society for the Preservation 
of Bluegrass Music of America 
(SPBGMA) awards.

“They’re a nationally-known 
band. Heavy hitters,” said Ayers. 
“They’re up for a bunch of IBMA 
awards this year too. Russell and 
IIIrd Tyme Out have a large fol-
lowing and people travel to see 
them perform.”

In addition to IIIrd Tyme Out, 
Hurricane Ridge, Turning Point 
and LakeSide will perform at 
Music on the Mountain.

Concessions will be sold at the 
event so attendees can stay and 

enjoy the festivities all day.
Vendors are also welcome to 

take part in the event. Anyone 
wishing to set up a booth at the 
festival, can contact the school 
or Ayers. There will be a small 
charge for booth space rental.

“We just wanted to be able to 
give back to the community and 
we felt this was a way we could— 
for our community to be able to 
come together and have some 
fun,” said Ayers. “I think there will 
be a big turnout this year. We’re 
excited to see it grow. We’re hop-
ing we can raise a lot of money 
for the school and that we can 
continue to expand the event.”

For more information or to 
sign up to be a vendor, contact 
the school at 423-261-2241 or 
Ayers at 423-368-4770.

        Play me some  
     mountain music

When: Oct. 17 • Where: Tellico Plains High School

Russell Moore & IIIrd Tyme Out
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SE Spectrum Electric, Inc.
In Business Since 1996

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
ELECTRIC • VOICE • DATA

STATE CERTIFIED INSPECTOR

John 3:7 KJV  
“Ye Must Be Born Again”

TN License #37246 DIAMOND FITNESS & 
MARTIAL ARTS LLC

423-404-4800

LAUREN
PHILLIPS
Voted Best 

Martial Arts 
Instructor

New Location 
Opening Soon!

138 Frontier Rd.
Sweetwater

410 Sweetwater/Vonore Rd. 
Sweetwater, TN 

(423) 351-9100 • www.spectrumelectric-inc.com

Voted Best Electrician
Cody Phillips

We trust
you have

enjoyed this
issue of the:
If you would like to be put on our mailing list to

receive future issues sent directly to you,
Please fill out your name and address below and

send this coupon along with $5.95 for mailing cost
for the next three issues to:

The Advocate & Democrat, P.O. Box 389, Sweetwater, TN 37874
(The magazine itself is free, but it costs about $2.00 to mail it out.)

Name: __________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________www.DonnaBaranRealEstate.com

Donna Baran
REALTOR®

Cell:  423 405-0982
Offi ce:  423 746-0227

donna.baran@crye-leike.com

508 S. Congress Pkwy • Athens, TN 37303



   The Fort Loudoun State Historic Area, located on Highway 360 in 
Vonore, is a reconstruction of the original fort, in service from 1756- 
1760. Fort Loudoun was originally constructed during the French and 
Indian War (1754-1763) to counter the threat of French activity in the 
Mississippi Valley. The fort was ideally located to ensure trade between 
the Cherokee and South Carolina and to strengthen relations between 
the British and the Overhill Cherokee Nation. Unfortunately, it was the 
deterioration of that relationship that led to the surrender of the fort. In 
August 1760, the Cherokee captured Fort Loudoun and its garrison. 
   Fort Loudoun routinely returns to life with dedicated staff and re-
enactors on garrison, or re-enactment, weekends. Garrison Weekend 
is a time when the daily lives of the men, women and children of Fort 
Loudoun are recreated for the public. On these days, park visitors will find 
living history re-enactors in costume at the Fort. Visitors can 
view an 18th century infirmary, the soldiers’ barracks, the 
commanders quarters, blacksmith shop and a Cherokee 
encampment. 
   On Oct. 17-18, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Fort 
Loudoun State Historic Area will come alive for 
its 18th Century Trade Faire. Gates open at 
9:30 a.m. Admission is $8 for adults (13 and 
up). Children ages 12 and under are free. 
Additional free parking will be available at 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum and a shuttle 
bus will run both days between the locations.
   Step back in time at the Trade Faire, which 
features encampments of soldiers, settlers 
and Native Americans. Visitors will be able to 
see what life was like at Fort Loudoun in the 18th 
Century. There will be demonstrations in artillery and 
musketry, along with several battles and skirmish re-
enactments. A daily battle will take place at 1:30 p.m. 
Merchants and artisans will be on hand to peddle 

food and wares reminiscent of the time. Period food will also be sold.
   Entertainment will run both days with new shows every hour.    

Attendees will also be able to view 
demonstrations like slate monu-
ment carving by David Gillespie, jug-

gling school by The Amazing Budabi 
Brothers, divine services by Frank Jarboe, 

18th Century colonial sur-
veying by Ron Ghoulson, 

and weaving by Carrie 
MacDougall.

      

For 
more 
info., 

call Fort 
Loudoun 

State 
Historic 
Area at 
423-

884-6217 
or visit the website at 

fortloudoun.com.
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Take a step back in time
When: Oct. 17-18 • Where: Fort Loudoun State Historic Area
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RestaurantReRestauraa

Located inside 
The Sweetwater Flower Shop

Behind Post Offi ce

Best Fried Green 
Tomato BLT 
in the area!

118 W North St. • Sweetwater
Call 423-351-0080 for Reservations

www.themansionsweetwater.com

Tuesday-Friday  11am-2pm | Saturday  11am-3pm

Follow us on Facebook and our website 
for upcoming events, special menu 

items and entertainment. 

Now Booking 
    Christmas 
               Parties

NNooww BBBoooo
         Christ
               

Therapy
Physical

665 New Hwy 68, Suite F • Sweetwater, TN 

423-536-7036

520 Cook Street, Suite D • Madisonville, TN

423-442-1440

Physical, Aquatic & Speech Therapies

THE TOWN OF 
TELLICO PLAINS, TN

Welcome!
From the Citizens of Tellico Plains

Come & See!

Recreation, hunting, fishing, swimming, camping, kayaking, 
canoeing, picnicking or just a leisure drive across the Skyway. 

Enjoy street dancing at our 4th of July Celebration. 
If you can’t find it in Tellico Plains, it can’t be found!!!

“Getaway to the Cherokee National Forest 
& The Cherohala Skyway”

The Small Town with the Big Back Yard

www.pumpkintownfestival.com

12th Annual Saturday,
Oct 10, 2015

10:00 a.m.-
5:00 p.m.

Historic 
Downtown Athens

Free
Admission!

Old-
Fashioned 
Downtown 
Christmas

Saturday,
November 21 

3:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

• Food • Arts & Crafts • Childrens’ 
Activities • Live Entertainment
• Scott Crisp Memorial PowWow

Take a step back in time



Living history

Hooper Bald Trailhead
5,290 ft.
A quarter-mile hike leads to
Hooper Bald, near the site of the
old hunting preserve where
many exotic species, including
the Russian boar, were imported
by George Moore in 1908. An
information board, restrooms,
and two picnic tables are easily
accessed from the parking lot.

Santeetlah
5,390 ft.
Over a mile-high in
elevation, enjoy a
picnic (3 tables) at the
highest overlook along
the Skyway.

Shute Cove
3,550 ft.
A quiet picnic can be
enjoyed at the one
table available at this
pullover. A few steps
to the small wooden
platform presents a
beautiful view into the
valley below.

Santeetlah Gap
2,660 ft.
A bulletin board
provides
information about
the Cherohala
Skyway.

Wright Cove 4,150 ft.

Huckleberry 5,300 ft.Big Junction
5,240 ft.

Mud Gap Trailhead
4,480 ft.

State Line
(Beech Gap 4,490 ft.)

West
Rattlesnake Rock
Trailhead
4,000 ft.

Brushy Ridge
3,750 ft.
Overlooking Sassafras
Ridge and other major
ridges running south
down to the Tellico
River.

Lake View
3,360 ft.
A perfect place to
enjoy distant views of
Tellico Lake. This lake
was created from TVA
dams of the Little
Tennessee River.

Bald River Falls
Located on Forest Service Road 210, you can view
Bald River Falls without leaving your car as water
cascades over 100 feet onto the rocks below.
Further along the road you may be interested in
visiting the State operated trout hatchery.

Weather Conditions
Important to consider before traveling the Skyway. Snow
is common from mid November through mid April-
especially in the higher elevations.

Note: The Cherohala Skyway is a State maintained road,
with the amenities maintained by the US Forest Service.
For each state, please contact the appropriate Sheriffs
Department for road conditions and the appropriate
Forest Service Ranger Station for recreation information.

Cell phone coverage along the Cherohala Skyway is very sporadic. There is a public phone at the Cherohala Skyway Visitor
Center. Above Indian Boundary there is some cell phone coverage.

Ducktown, TN

Coker Creek
Welcome Center

Information
Station
Bulletin board
welcomes visitors
with general
information about
the Skyway and
Tellico Ranger
District.

Tellico
River
950 ft.
The Tellico
River is
famous for
its trout
fishing.

Caney Branch 1,370 ft.

Tellico Ranger
Station

Haw Knob
Slopes 4,890 ft.

Whigg Cove 4,570 ft.

Eagle Gap Trailhead
3,600 ft.

Grassy Gap Trailhead
3,400 ft.

East Rattlesnake Rock 4,110 ft.

Unicoi Crest 4,470 ft.

Stratton Ridge
4,420 ft.
This is a perfect place to
stretch, enjoy a picnic
lunch (5 tables), or use
the restroom facilities. A
bulletin board provides
additional information
about the Skyway.

Obadiah
3,740 ft.
Listen carefully to
the sound of
Santeetlah Creek
far below while
enjoying the
mountain vista
offered at this
scenic overlook.

Hooper Cove
3,100 ft.
This open area with a
view into the Santeetlah
Creek drainage offers a
perfect spot for a picnic
lunch (four tables).

Spirit Ridge
4,950 ft.
Take a leisurely stroll
(about 3/10th of a mile)
along an easy grade
through a northern
hardwood forest to a
fabulous vista overlooking
the Byway and a seemingly
endless range of mountains.
The trail is accessible for
the physically challenged
and two picnic tables are
easily accessed from the
parking lot.

Horse Cove
Campground

Rattler Ford Group
Campground
(By reservation through
the Cheoah Ranger
Station)

To Robbinsville
and the Cheoah
Ranger Station

Ro
bb

in
sv

ill
e,

 N
C

D
ragon’s Tail

Vonore
To

 C
ha

tt
an

oo
ga

Sweetwater

Madisonville

Monroe Co.
Visitor Center
at Sweetwater

Charles Hall
Museum

Cherohala Skyway
Visitor Center

Te
lli

co
 P

la
in

s

Oosterneck Creek
1,045 ft.
Overlook and boating takeout
on the Tellico River. When the
water is up, the Tellico River,
with it’s Class III, IV, V, rapids,
is quite a challenge for
canoeists and kayakers.

Turkey Creek
2,630 ft.
Overlook with 3 picnic tables and
Restroom. Beautiful view from the
Appalachians over the Tennessee
River Valley. Tellico Plains can be
seen in the distance.

Indian Boundary Campground
Just off the scenic Skyway on Forest Service Road 345.
Offering 100 campsites as well as day use picnicking,
swimming and biking. Open April-September. Reservations are
recommended. Call the Tellico Ranger Station or the Cherohala
Skyway visitor Center for information.

Tellico River
920 ft.
The Tellico River has
been the scene of
human occupation for
12,000 years. For much
of this time it was the
domain of Native
Americans. From at
least 1650 AD, the
Cherokee Indians
resided here.
After the Cherokee
Removal in 1838, the
area was opened for
Euro-American
settlement. Tellico,
“tel-li--quo” means
“plains” in Cherokee.

The wilderness areas
surrounding the Cherohala
Skyway are beautiful and
alluring, but not necessarily
suited for everyone to explore.
As a visitor to wilderness, you
should be aware that you are
entering a primitive environment.
You will face the challenge of
being entirely self-sufficient–no
trail signs, no restrooms, no
water spigots. Some people may just rather drive by, enjoy the
view, and visit more developed trails and recreation areas.

Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest
In 1936, an extraordinary 3,800 acres of “one of the few
remaining tracts of virgin hardwood in the Appalachians” was
set aside as a memorial forest in
honor of Joyce Kilmer. Kilmer, a poet,
journalist, and World War I soldier
killed in action, is best remembered
for his poem, “Trees.” This impres-
sive forest contains some of the
finest timber grown in these moun-
tains with many huge trees over 20
feet around the base and more than
a hundred feet high. A 2-mile loop
trail winds beneath the towering trees
and through a forest carpeted by a
rich variety of wildflowers, ferns, and
moss-covered logs from the fallen giants. The Memorial
Forest, also part of the Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock
Wilderness, can only be seen on foot.

64
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I-75

11

411

Cherohala Skyway Visitor Center
225 Cherohala Skyway
Tellico Plains, TN 37385
423-253-8010

Coker Creek Welcome Center
12197 New Hwy 68
Coker Creek, TN 37314
423-261-2286

North Carolina Emergency Information

Nantahala National Forest
Cheoah Ranger Station
Rt. 1, Box 16-A
Robbinsville, NC 28771
(828) 479-6431

Sheriffs Department
Graham County, NC     (828) 479-3352

Tennessee Emergency Information

Cherokee National Forest
Tellico Ranger Station
250 Ranger Station Road
Tellico Plains, TN 37385
(423) 253-8400

Sheriffs Department
Monroe County, TN     (423) 442-3911
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165

Restrooms (no water)
Photo Site
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Hiking
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**Photos courtesy of Monroe County 
Tourism and Fritts Photography
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Straight off 
the vine

Good ole’ Rocky Top
Tommy millsaps

The Advocate & Democrat

SWEETWATER-When members 
of the late Greg Collette’s family 
looked around on a 
sun-drenched October 
Sunday in 2013, they 
saw hundreds of friends 
and community mem-
bers coming out to 
support them in the 
first Rocky Top Run in 
downtown Sweetwater.

“It was wonder-
ful,” Collette’s mother 
Pidge Collette said. “The 
community just pulled 
together.”

Greg Collette was 
killed in a car wreck in 
Loudon County early 
in 2013. His family wanted the 
memory of his many kind deeds 
to live on, so they established the 
Greg Collette Scholarship to go 
to outstanding Sweetwater High 

School students each year.
The race is set for Oct. 25 this 

year in downtown Sweetwater.  The 
opening ceremony begins at 1:30 
p.m.  Put on your running shoes and 

gear up for the 5K or 
the 1-mile Color Me 
Rad Fun Run! 

All proceeds will 
go toward the Greg 
Collette Scholarship, 
which will be given 
to students graduat-
ing from Sweetwater 
High School.  

Check out the 
Rocky Top Run 5K 
on Facebook for 
updates, and to see 
the awesome T-shirt 
for this year! 

Racing forms 
and T-shirt forms may be picked 
up at Volunteer Federal Bank in 
Sweetwater or Madisonville or go 
online at runsignup.com or call 
Marcella Cooper at 423-836-0963.

Greg Collette

When: Oct. 25 • Where: Downtown Sweetwater
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Jason Miller, Pharm. D. • Brent Hickey, Pharm. D.

707 Veterans 
Memorial Drive

(Next to Citizens National Bank)

423-253-6003

7700077 VVeterannss

Your Hometown Pharmacist

Madisonville, 
Tennessee

Mayor - Glenn Moser
City Recorder - Alfred McClendon

Board of Aldermen
• Augustus Davis
• Sherri McCrary
• Bill Spradlin
• Linda Hensley
• Susan Saunders

The Hub of 
Monroe County

The Hub of 
Monroe County

HIDEAWAY

Bikers, Hikers & Kayakers Welcome

Cabins, Lodge & Restaurant – Escape the everyday 
hustle and bustle – join us for the perfect getaway. We 
offer affordable cabins and lodge rooms to meet your 
vacation budget. Whether it is a weekend retreat, a fun 
family vacation or a large group gathering, we will help 
you Make Memories in the Mountains!

Challenge someone to a game of checkers on the 
front porch…sit by a blazing campfi re in the evening 
reminiscing about “the good ole days”…or enjoy yourself 
on our new deck that is high enough to maximize the 
beautiful mountain views…the choice is yours! 
Cell phone and Wi-Fi service available! See you soon!

108 Tall Pine Circle, Tellico Plains, TN 37385 
(423) 261-7100

www.mountaincreekhideaway.com

Mountain Creek Hideaway

Located on the property is the fantastic Mountain Creek 
Restaurant serving breakfast all day with dinner and 
lunch specials. The restaurant is available to our guests 
as well as open to the public.

Good ole’ Rocky Top
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Parade of Flags
It’s an invasion! A zombie invasion!
The 2nd Annual Zombie Dash is com-

ing to Madisonville on Halloween (Oct. 
31). Sponsored by the Monroe County 
Health Council, the Zombie Run is a 
family-friendly fitness event filled with 
Halloween spirit. Participants will have to 
dodge zombie terrors and creep, crawl 
or run their way to the finish line.

“The first Zombie Dash in 2014 was 
a great success,” said Patty Williford, 
the executive director for the Monroe 
County Health Council. “We had over 60 
participants and the zombies were scary 
as ever. Promoting these type of family 
friendly youth activities leads to a health-
ier, happier and safer Monroe County, 
which is the Health Council’s vision.”

Festivities begin at 10 a.m. when 
zombie transformations start. At 12 p.m. 
anyone wanting to watch the festivities 
will register as a ghost spectator and be 
transported to a “safe zone” where they 
can watch the race in a sports-box like 
atmosphere.

Zombies will be placed on the track 
at 12:30 p.m. and the 5K run (3.1 
miles) starts at 1 p.m. Runners must 
race three laps around Kefauver Park 
while dodging zombies in order to sur-
vive the Zombie Dash.

Each runner will be given three flags 
prior to the race. These flags represent 
the brains, heart and entrails of the run-

ner. In order to survive the race and be 
entered for extra prizes and recognition, 
runners must still have at least one flag 
at the end.

Participants may also purchase “Save 
a Life” flags for an additional donation.

After the 5K run, children will be able 
to compete in a costume contest and a 
Monster Run at 2 pm. Prizes will be pre-
sented for the cutest, scariest and most 
original costumes.

After the main events, all 
Zombie Run participants will be 
awarded prizes and will get to 
have a little gruesome fun in 
a brain eating feast. Don’t 
worry moms; these are not 
real brains, just cupcakes 
that look and ooze like 
brains.

“We are so excited 
about this event and the 
opportunity to bring 
more fitness 
activities to our 
youth in a 
fun, unique 
way,” said 
Williford.

The 
cost to 
partici-
pate 
as 

a runner or zombie is $30, or $20 
to be a ghost spectator. Registration 
for the Kids Monster Run is $25. All 
participants will receive a T-shirt and 
zombie tag.

Want to run as a team? Register 
your team and for every five runners, 
the sixth one is free. If you have 10 
or more runners, there will be a dis-
counted special price.

Visit www.monroehealth.org 
to register for the event. 

All proceeds will go to 
the Monroe County 
Health Council for 
youth programming 

to promote drug 
free events for 
students.

For more infor-
mation or to reg-
ister as a team, 
contact Williford 

at 423-545-
3015.

Beware: Walking Dead

When: Oct. 31
Where: Madisonville
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JENKINS
REALTY

RELIANCE GROUP, LLC

Phone: 423.253.6145
Toll Free: 888.246.2094

418 Cherohala Skyway
Tellico Plains, TN 37385

www.EastTennRealty.com
Info@EastTennRealty.com

SEQUOYAH
BIRTHPLACE MUSEUM

The

Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm 
Sun Noon - 5pm

(closed Th anksgiving, Christmas 
Day and New Year’s Day)

Nominal Admission Fee | Group discounts

Hwy 360 • P.O. Box 69 
Vonore, Tennessee 37885

423-884-6246
sequoyahmuseum.org
Located in the Great Smoky 
Mountains of East Tennessee 

on the shores of beautiful 
Tellico Lake, 37 miles 
south of downtown 

Knoxville.
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Operated by the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Tennessee’s ONLY Tribally-Operated 

Historical Attraction.

2468 Hwy 411 • Madisonville, TN 
423-545-9381

WE INSTALL

NATIONWIDE WARRANTY

IDS

www.dieselrepairtn.com

Full Service Truck & Equipment Repair
We Service Cummins, Duramax & Power Stroke Pickups

24 Hour On-Site Repair

Email: ind.diesel@gmail.com

We Finance Through NAPA

Beware: Walking Dead
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Eyes, both young and old, will light up when they see the color-
ful and imaginative Christmas trees showcased at the 7th Annual 
CASA Monroe’s Festival of Trees. 

Scheduled for Nov. 13 and 14 at the Tellico West Conference 
Center in Vonore, the annual event is a fundraiser for CASA 
Monroe. CASA stands for Court Appointed Special Advocates. 
These advocates speak up for abused and neglected children in 
the Juvenile Court System and provide Juvenile Judge Dwaine 
Thomas with information about the children he has assigned 
to CASA Monroe so that he can make better decisions about 
the children’s futures.

The Festival of Trees will also be held on Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission is $5. There will be a wide variety of 
decorated trees, wreaths and centerpieces to choose from, as well 
as unique homemade gifts, children’s crafts and activities and 
lots of baked goods. 

Two special events are a part of the 
festival—the annual gala and the Breakfast 
with Santa.

On Friday, Nov. 13, the Festival of Trees 
kicks off with a semi-formal gala from 6 
p.m. to 11 p.m. The gala will feature 
dinner, dancing, beautifully decorat-
ed trees, wreathes and table deco-
rations for sale, a silent and live 
auction, a homemade cookie sale 
and other activities that make the gala 
an annual sell-out. Tickets are $75 each 
for adults.

On Saturday, Nov. 14, from 8:30 to 11 a.m., children can gather 
for Breakfast with Santa. Jolly Old Saint Nick and Mrs. Claus arrive 
by fire truck, thanks to the Vonore Fire Department. Children will 
enjoy a pancake and sausage breakfast, a chance to sit on Santa’s 

lap for a serious discussion about Christmas pres-
ents and tables of kid-friendly activities. Tickets for 

adults are $10 each and tickets for children ages 
4 to 11 are $5 each. Children ages 3 and 

under are free.
After Breakfast with Santa, the 
decorated trees continue to be 
on sale while dancing, singing 
and other musical groups enter-

tain attendees. 
The Festival of Trees is CASA 

Monroe’s largest annual fundraiser. 
Proceeds from the event will benefit 
the organization, which is dependent 

upon the generous financial sup-
port of private individuals, commu-

nity and church donors, as well as 
state funding. 

The Tellico West Conference 
Center is located at 121 Grand 
Vista Drive in Vonore. 

For more information or to 
purchase tickets, contact call 

423-442-2750 or visit the website 
at www.casamonroe.org.

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas
When: Nov. 13-14 • Where: Tellico West Conference Center in Vonore
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Since 1994, Monroe Area Council 
for the Arts (MACA) has brought 
world-class entertainment at an 
affordable cost to Hiwassee College. 
Each year, the organization presents 
its annual Performance Series with a 
variety of shows in the college’s 
Performing Arts Center. MACA has 
also added a show at Sweetwater 
Elementary School’s Auditorium.

“The folks at MACA have often 
heard the comment that our 
Performance Series is ‘the best kept 
secret in East Tennessee,’” noted 
Executive Director Mary Hendershot. 
“People who move here from other 
parts of the country often express 
surprise to find this world-class series 
in rural East Tennessee.”

Individual show tickets range from 
$5-$20 dollars, while an individual 
season ticket holder pays only $60 
for the entire series. Families (same 
household) can purchase season 
tickets for $140. Season tickets for 
couples is $100. 

Tickets to all MACA performances 
can be purchased online at www.
monroearts.com or by phone at 
423-442-3210. Tickets are also avail-
able at the box office one-hour 
before showtime. There is no refund 
for purchased tickets.

SCOTT MILLER 
Nov. 6, 7:30 p.m.

Scott Miller’s most recent 
album “Big, Big World” melds 
Miller’s and Doug Lancio’s 
respective gifts of words and 
music. reflecting influences of 
southern rock, country and blue-
grass.

Star-studded entertainment
MISSOULA CHILDREN’S 

THEATRE 
Jan. 30, 2016, 3:30 & 5:30 p.m.
Missoula Children’s Theatre 

casts more than 60 local chil-
dren to present a twist on the 
classic, “Red Riding Hood.” Red 
and her pre-teen pals are not 
so little anymore as they try to 
stay on the straight and narrow.

THE MALPASS 
BROTHERS

Feb. 26, 2016, 7:30 p.m.
The duo can be best 

described in the words of 
Christopher Malpass: “We do 
the type of music we do 

because this music speaks to 
us. And, speaks to the souls of 
its listeners. For us, traditional 
country music in the real deal—
every song portrays life’s joys, 
heartaches, problems and hap-
piness. It comes from the heart 
and has depth and truth.”

CHRISTOPHER JANWONG 
MCKIGGAN

March 11, 2016, 7:30 p.m. in 
Sweetwater Elementary 

School’s audtiorium 
Classical contemporary pianist 

Christopher Janwong McKiggan 
won a top prize as a laureate 
and finalist in the prestigious 

12th UNISA International Piano 
Competition in 2012. He has 
won numerous other awards, 
including the gold medal in the 
Seattle International Piano 
Competition.

JESSE COOK
April 12, 2016, 7:30 p.m. 

Born in Paris and raised in 
Canada, this guitarist, compos-
er and producer is widely con-
sidered one of the most influ-
ential figures in nuevo flamen-
co music. Cook incorporates 
elements of flamenco, rumba, 
jazz and many forms of world 
music into his work. 

Monroe Area Council for the Art’s

Jesse CookThe Malpass Brothers

Christopher 
Janwong 
McKiggan

Scott Miller

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas
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According to an old Native 
American legend, the reason why 
trees change their color is hunters 
in the sky killed the Great Bear 
each autumn dripping his blood 
on the earth, turning leaves red. 
They roasted the bear meat spill-
ing it from a celestial kettle turn-
ing other leaves yellow.

Science says chilly days and 
longer nights precipitated by the 
earth’s angle to the sun convince 
the leaves that it is time for a 
change. As this happens the green 
pigmentation of leaves, chloro-
phyll, begins to break down the 
yellows and oranges in the leaf, 
giving us an explosion of fall 
magic. As a leaf continues to die, 
the stem weakens to the point 
where the leaf flutters to the 
ground. The leafless tree is then 
safe from freezing and lies dor-
mant the rest of the winter. 

Mid-October in Southeast 
Tennessee and the Cherokee 
National Forest is an unbearably 
beautiful All-American time and 
place. Yellow birch-covered hills 
slope down to green meadows 
and fields of wheat being har-
vested. Every sugar maple along 
our country lanes is painted in 
scarlet and gold. The autumn 
sun brightens the white church 
steeples. Plump pumpkins appear 
in orange pyramids outside stores 
and crossroads and the smell of 
wood smoke hangs in the air.  Get 
outside and enjoy the outdoor 
fun offered in the countries of the 
Tennessee Overhill.

There is such a variety of 
activities, it is difficult to decide 
want to do first. According to this 
year’s Farmer’s Almanac, East 
Tennessee’s fall colors should be 
at their peak Oct. 12–28.

Here are some options 
for viewing fall colors in the 
Tennessee Overhill: 

• Hike to Gee Creek Falls at the 
Hiwassee State Park in Reliance. 
This is a relaxing hike of 1.9 miles. 
This trail is full of fall wildflowers, 
like the purple and red asters. 
The dogwood, maple and popular 
trees will be in full color by mid-
October.

of fall colors

Kevin Fritts | Fritts Photography
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• Adventure out into the 
Cherohala Skyway by car or 
motorcycle. Take a side trip to 
Bald River Falls or the Indian 
Boundary Lake, one of the 
crown jewels of the Cherokee 
Forest. Spirit Ridge is perfect 
for strollers and wheelchairs.

• Ocoee Whitewater Center 
features exciting views of 
whitewater flowing on the 
Upper Ocoee, along with 
paved paths for walking and 
biking with wonderful vista 
spots, plus three trailheads for 
hikes and bikes. 

• Fort Loudoun State 
Historic Area demonstrations 
and re-enactments will trans-
port visitors back in time to life 
at historic Fort Loudoun. Check 
out the Garrison weekends.

• Hiwassee River Rail & 
the Copperhill Special “Fall 
Explosion Excursions” parallels 
the Hiwassee River offering 

the colorful views of the lower 
gorge, corkscrewing the Loop 
at Bald Mountain and continu-
ing into the mining town of 
Copperhill.

• Fish the Tellico River – 
This is some of the best trout 
fishing in East Tennessee. The 
banks of the river reflecting 
the fall colors is a magical site 
to see in the dawn of the early 
morning.

• Chilhowee Gliderport- 
Experience the thrill of motor-
less flight over the beautiful 
Tennessee countryside and 
ridges. Admire the Hiwassee 
River from thousands of feet 
in the air as you go up like 
a bird in a warm thermal 
autumn skyline.

Check out the“Event 
Calendar” on the website at 
www.TennesseeOverhill.com 
for dates and times of events 
and festivals.

Name: _____________________________ Phone: _________________
Address: ___________________________________________________

Yes, I am interested in advertising in the Tennessee Mountain Traveler.
Please send advertising information to the following location.

Name: _____________________________ Phone: _________________
Address: ___________________________________________________

Please Charge my ____________________ (All major CC’s accepted)
Acct # ___________________________________________________
Exp. Date: ____________________ V# (3 digit on back) ___________

Yes, I’d like to learn more about Monroe County. Start my subscription
for the term indicated. My payment is enclosed.
3 Months - $24                6 Months - $48                12 Months - $90

(Save $6.00 with a full year subscription)
Check or Money Order Enclosed. (It’s not a good idea to send cash in the mail)

Dear Visitor,
    Are you interested in learning more about Tellico Plains and the
Monroe County area in general?
    What better way is there to obtain information than by subscribing to
the local paper?
    The Advocate & Democrat’s news coverage includes four municipali-
ties in Monroe County: Madisonville, Sweetwater ,Tellico Plains, and
Vonore as well as the surrounding areas. We’ll let you know of
upcoming events in Coker Creek and at Fort Loudoun. We’ll offer you
Real Estate ads from Chestnut Valley to Paint Rock. And we’ll bring
you feature stories from Rural Vale to Rarity Bay.
    We print two times each week: Sunday and Wednesday. Subscriptions
to be mailed outside Monroe County are only $7.50 per month with the
coupon below.
    To subscribe, just clip the coupon below and return it along with your
payment to:

The Advocate & Democrat • Subscription Department
P.O. Box 389 • Sweetwater, TN 37874

Jerry Denham | Denham Photography
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Jessica cross
The Advocate & Democrat

The small town of Tellico 
Plains is a road enthusiast’s 
dream, thanks to the Cherohala 
Skyway.

The Cherohala Skyway, 
a National Scenic Byway, is 
more than 40 miles long and 
connects Tellico Plains to 
Robbinsville, N.C. The road 
crosses through the Cherokee 
National Forest in Tennessee 
and the Nantahala National 
Forest in North Carolina. With 
elevations ranging from 900 
feet above sea level to more 
than 5,400 feet, the Cherohala 
Skyway is a tourist attraction 
for both motorcyclists and car 
enthusiasts. 

The byway has been 
included on numerous national 
lists, gartering the attention of 
people across the nation who 
make a pit stop in the small 
town of Tellico Plains to view 
the picturesque scenery along 
the Cherohala Skyway, especial-
ly when fall temperatures set in 
and the range of colors starts 
to show across the mountains. 
The short drive off the Skyway 
to Bald River Falls, a waterfall of 

90-feet pinned against a moun-
tain backdrop, makes the drive 
even more worthwhile.

“We’re very blessed to live 
in the little town with the big 
backyard,” said Tellico Plains 
Mayor Patrick Hawkins. “It’s just 
a gorgeous area. We already 
knew it was beautiful and now, 
everyone else is finding out 
about it too.”

THe HISToRy oF THe 
CHeRoHala SkyWay

The late Charles Hall served 
in elected offices in the town 
for 45 years, 31 of those as 
mayor. In 1958, he was a part 
of the kiwanis Club that started 
the Wagon Train, a move-
ment to show the need for 
a road from Tellico Plains to 
Robinsville, N.C.. For the next 
49 years, Hall served as either 
the wagon master or chief 
scout of the Wagon Train. 

The annual Square Dance, 
now known as Dance on the 
Square, began as an annual 
event in July to accompany the 
Wagon Train. 

“according to press reports, 
anywhere from 20-30 thousand 
people would be here for the 
Square Dance to send us off on 

the Wagon Train,” Hall told The 
advocate & Democrat in 2011. 
“Newspaper and national tele-
vision crews from places like 
atlanta and NBC News would 
come in. It was very exciting for 
our small town.”

With the growing public-
ity, a group was able to visit 
Washington to seek funds 
for what would become the 
Cherohala Skyway, a national 
byway connection Tellico Plains 
to Robinsville, N.C.

In 1996, the Wagon Train 
made one last trek across the 
new Cherohala Skyway before 
it was opened to the public on 
oct. 12 of that year. The grand 
opening was the road was cel-
ebrated with a ribbon cutting, 
which stretched 150-foot of rib-
bon across the state line, with 
part of the ribbon in Tennessee 
and part in North Carolina. 

Because of his efforts, in 
1997 the Tennessee State 
legislature named the bridge 
over laurel Branch on the 
Cherohala Skyway the “Charles 
Hall Bridge.”

Now, the Cherohala Skyway 
has more than 1 million visi-
tors annually. according to the 
latest Tennessee Department 

of Tourism road count (2014), 
the Skyway’s average daily road 
count was 2,941.

“at the Monroe County 
Tourism Department, we are 
ready to welcome fall sea-
son as it is one of the busiest 
tourist seasons across east 
Tennessee,” said Tourism 
Director Nicole yates. “People 
come from all over to see 
nature’s finest display of fall 
colors. This fall, there are many 
opportunities to enjoy what 
Monroe County has to offer. I 
encourage everyone to check 
out our beautiful scenery and 
the many fall festivals and 
events that will be going on in 
the month of october across 
our county.”

The nearby Tail of the 
Dragon is also a popular road-
way for tourists. at only 11 
miles on U.S. Highway 129, 
the Tail of the Dragon, which is 
mostly in Tennessee but dips 
into North Carolina, features 
318 curves on the border of 
the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park for cycling dare-
devils. 

For more information about 
the Cherohala Skyway, visit 
www.cherohala.org/.

Fall in Love
with the Cherohala Skyway

Ride on the wild side
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Fall in Love
with the Cherohala Skyway

The Tail of The Dragon 
By Ronald E. Johnson

The Tail of the Dragon, also known as 
Deals Gap or just the Dragon, is consid-
ered by many as one of the world’s pre-
mier motorcycling and sports car roads. 
Anyone looking for an exciting piece of 
asphalt will enjoy this stretch of U.S. 129 
at the Tennessee/North Carolina state 
line, especially during the fall.

The road, paved in the 1920s, was 
only lightly traveled for decades, primari-
ly by locals and lost tourists. In 1992, 
the road was mentioned in Rider 
Magazine and word was out.

The Dragon is truly a unique road. 
In 14 miles, there are only two inter-
sections. There are no buildings other 
than the Crossroads of Time and our 
Tail of the Dragon store. There are 
318 curves in the 11 miles located on 
the Tennessee side. Most of the road-
way is bounded by United States 
Forest Service property and the Great 

Smoky Mountains National Park.
Deals Gap, located at the North 

Carolina and Tennessee State Line, is 
the highest point on the Dragon at 
1,962 feet above sea level. 

To those coming from the North 

Carolina side, the Dragon begins at 
Fugitive Bridge with a view of the 
Cheoah Dam where Harrison Ford 
jumped in the movie “The Fugitive.” It 
ends 14 miles across the mountain at 
the Tabcat Creek Bridge in Tennessee.

Ride on the wild side
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Melissa erickson
The Maryville Daily Times

This year’s corn maze at Maple 
Lane Farms celebrates a relationship 
between the Greenback farm and 
Aubrey’s Restaurant that dates back to 
1999. 

That’s the year Aubrey’s owner Randy 
Burleson visited Maple Lane Farms as 
part of Leadership Blount. 

“They paid a visit to the farm, and I 
was talking to him about the farm and 
agriculture and Blount County. As we 
were talking I said if I was ever lucky 
enough to own a restaurant in Blount 
County, I would try to serve all the local 
vegetables I could,” recalled Maple Lane 
Farms owner Bob Schmidt. 

“He told me, ‘Bob, you’ve got your 
restaurant,’” Schmidt said. The next day, 
his farm started delivering produce to 
Aubrey’s kitchen. 

The corn maze is in its 17th year. 
This year’s design features the Aubrey’s 
logo next to an ear of corn with the 
words “Our corn ends up on your plate 
at Aubrey’s,” and the restaurant’s slogan 
- “Real Comfort. Real Food. Real Good.” 

Schmidt draws up the maze designs 
each year, and had some help from 
Aubrey’s staff this year. 

“I draw them up (the designs). I’m not 
a real good artist, but I send it off to some 
folks that are and they clean it up for me 
and we go back and forth several times,” 
to get the final design, he said. 

Get lost in Tennessee’s farmland

Over the years, Maple Lane Farms has 
delivered sweet corn, bell peppers, toma-
toes, squash and eggplant, among other 
produce, to Aubrey’s. 

Schmidt said he sees the relationship 
as a “win-win-win” for providing business 
opportunities for his farm and Aubrey’s and 

benefits the restaurant’s customers who are 
eating the fresh vegetables. 

The corn maze opened Friday, Sept. 18. 
It will be open on weekends in September, 
and in October will go to a Wednesday-
through-Sunday schedule. The hours are 6 
to 10 p.m. Wednesday through Friday, 10 
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Get lost in Tennessee’s farmland

a.m. to 10 p.m. on Saturday and noon to 
6 p.m. on Sunday. The corn maze will be 
turned into a haunted maze in late October, 
and will be open every night from dusk until 
10 p.m. from Oct. 21 to 31. 

Admission to the maze for ages 12 and 
up is $10, ages 6 to 11 is $8 and ages 5 and 
under are free. Schmidt said this year they 
are offering discount tickets to Aubrey’s din-
ers. People who eat at any Aubrey’s location 
and ask about corn maze tickets will get a 
$2 off coupon with their check. 

Schmidt said he enjoys the family atmo-
sphere of the corn maze and hearing how 
much people enjoy coming to it every year. 

“It wouldn’t be fall, it wouldn’t be this 
season unless people come to Maple Lane 
Farms to have fun,” he said. “It’s amazing 
to me that we have young adults who are 
bringing their infant kids, their children back 
to the farm. It’s a family tradition. You can’t 
buy that, we’re very proud of that.” 

Schmidt will be adding more information 
and a list of activities to the website www.
tncornmaze.com in the coming days. 

“We invite your family to come visit our 
family,” he said. 

Mayfield Corn Maze
For your fall family fun look no further 

than Mayfield Corn Maze & Pumpkin Patch. 
You’ll want to bring the whole family 

out to challenge yourselves to the two 
corn mazes, with twists and turns and 
plenty of opportunity for fun and laughs. 
The Big Maze is for those who want a 
real challenge. The kiddie maze is for the 

younger tikes; it only takes about 15 
minutes to find your way out. The corn 
mazes cover approximately 10 acres of 
land each year. 

The farm welcome school tours, corpo-
rate events, churches, and birthday parties.

Mayfield’s is proud to grow their own 
pumpkins. Take a hayride to the patch and 
choose from all different shapes, sizes and 
colors of pumpkins for that perfect fall 
decoration. If you are carving, painting or 
eating, the farm has what you need. 

Mayfield’s also has gourds, hay bales, 
corn stalks and extra pumpkins for pur-
chase at the country store for those that 
want to make that perfect fall.

Mayfield Corn Maze & Pumpkin Patch 
is located at 257 Tennessee 307 in Athens. 
For more information, visit www.mayfield-
farmandnursery.com.

Directions: From the Interstate, take 
Interstate-75 to Exit 52. Go east on 305 
toward Athens  3.2 miles. Turn Left 
on Tellico Avenue (County Rd. 378) 
and fo  1.2 miles. Turn Left at the stop 
sign onto Highway 307 (Old Athens/
Madisonville Road). The farm is 0.75 miles 
ahead on the left. 

T he River Maze
“Rivers of the Cherokee” is the new, 

challenging design for the River Maze.
Miles of trails have intricately been 

carved, especially for you, into a corn 
field on the banks of the Ocoee River. 
The corn maze this year is a tribute to 
two important Cherokee figures.  Some 

of the paths are the rivers on which the 
Cherokee traveled in East Tennessee, 
North Georgia, and Western Carolina.   
The River Maze will feature more attrac-
tions this year. A huge jumping pad 
of 30 by 50 feet is being added. Also, 
there will be two new tube slides. And 
ye, the home-grown Pumpkins will be 
found on your ride to the pumpkin 
patch. The scenic beauty and many 
other attractions will be a rewarding 
experience for anyone coming to the 
River Maze!

The River Maze will give visitors the 
chance to “get lost” through Nov. 1. 
Hours are Friday 5 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., 
Saturday 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. and 
Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Field trip hours, 
during weekdays, are available by reser-
vation. 

The River Maze is three miles east 
of Ocoee on U.S. Highway 64. Cost is 
$10 for ages 4 and up. This includes 
all mazes and the hayride. In addition, 
cow train rides, corn cannon shots, face 
painting, pumpkin painting, and “water 
wars” will be available through the pur-
chase of tokens. 

For those who want pumpkins, they 
will be for sale.  If visitors want to come 
for pumpkins only, the trip to the pump-
kin patch will be $4 along with the pur-
chase of pumpkins. 

Discounts are offered for groups and 
field trips. 

For more information or to make 
reservations, call 423-650-0710 or visit 
www.TheRiverMaze.com

At left: Mayfield Corn Maze & Pumpkin Patch in Athens honors 
the 10th anniversary of Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library this 

year with its corn maze design.
Above: The River Maze in Ocoee’s corn maze theme this year is 

“Rivers of the Cherokee.”
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Big Frog Mountain
Managed as a black bear reserve, Big 

Frog Mountain Recreation Zone is a destina-
tion for backpacking, day-hiking and hunt-
ing. The area offers about 35 miles of back-
country trails, some of which climb more 
than 4,000 feet. 

Hike Big Frog Trail #64 to the top of Big 
Frog Mountain. The steep climb tops out at 
more than 4,000 feet elevation. Group size 
is limited to 12 people in the Wilderness. 
Several trailheads give access to the Big Frog 
trail. This trail is part of the long distance to 
Benton MacKaye Trail. 

Tent camping is available at three camp-
grounds. Jacks River is across the road from 
the confluence of the Jacks and Conasauga 
Rivers. Tumbling Creek is within walking dis-
tance of Ocoee Lake. Sylco Campground is 
near the Big Frog Wilderness boundary. 

Hiwassee River
Spectacular forested hillsides and pastoral 

river valleys compliment the beauty of the 
Hiwassee River Gorge. Hike along scenic 
Hiwassee River on the John Muir National 
Recreation Trail #152, which is also part of the 
Benton MacKaye Trail. 

Try a short out-and-back hike from one of 
the trailheads or plan a back-country trip along 
this 20.7-mile trail. Trailheads are located at 
Big Bend, Childers Creek and at the end of 
Forest Road 108.

Quinn Springs Recreation Area is located 

off Highway 30 near the river, where site 
amenities include tables, fire rings, showers 
and water. Gee Creek State Park is located on 
the northern bank of the Hiwassee River and 
offers campsites with tables, fire rings, showers 
and drinking water. Lost Creek Campground, 
located off Forest Road 103, provides a more 
remote experience with tables and fire rings, 
but no showers or drinking water.

Tellico River
Nearly 30,000 acres of remote backcountry 

surround the Tellico and North River corri-
dors. The Benton MacKaye Trail offers hiking 
opportunities and multiple trails connect the 
Cherohala Skyway with Tellico River Road. 

Indian Boundary Recreation Area boasts trail 
#129, an easy and popular 3.2-mile hike/bike 
trail skirting the edge of the lake. For a longer 
hike, try the six-mile Sycamore Creek Trail #163, 
a section of the Benton MacKaye Trail. Access 
the trail at Pheasant Fields on Tellico River Road. 

For up close views of the river, travel along 
the Tellico River Road (Forest Road 210). Stop 
to admire the area’s best known waterfall, 
90-foot Bald River Falls.

If you are looking for a destination camp-
ground, try Indian Boundary Recreation Area. 
Located off the Cherohala Skyway, it has more 
than 90 campsites equipped with fire rings, 
picnic tables, lantern posts and electrical hook-
ups, with easy access to drinking water, show-
ers, flush toilet facilities and an on-site dump 
station. 

 Coker Creek
Hike Coker Creek Falls Trail #183, a sce-

nic 3.2-mile trek along the gorge in Coker 
Creek. View a series of deep, clear pools 
followed by cascading, stair step falls. Access 
the trail by Forest Road 2138 off County 
Road 22, or as a spur off John Muir National 
Recreation Trail #152.

The Unicoi Turnpike Trail is a 2.5-mile 
section of one of the oldest known travel 
routes in North America. Historically, it 
served as a principal route from the Atlantic 
coast to the interior southeast. It became 
part of the Trail of Tears, the main route for 
the Cherokee removal of 1838. There are 
interpretive panels along the way. The trail 
can be accessed on Forest Road 40, off 
Highway 68 near Coker Creek.  

Starr Mountain
Starr Mountain is a popular area for horse 

riding and camping with nearly 20 miles of 
trails and a number of roads available for 
riding. Lost Corral Campground & Trailhead 
provides the easiest access to the area.

This area also features Gee Creek 
Wilderness and the Gee Creek Trail #191 
trail that only gets more challenging the 
further you hike. Access is located off US 
Highway 411 near the Hiwassee River and 
state-managed Gee Creek Campground.

For more information, visit 
www.fs.fed.us/r8/cherokee.

Breathe in the mountain air

Kevin Fritts | Fritts Photography
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Fall
Bucket list

Take a scenic ride 
on the Cherohala 
        Skyway

Tangle with 
The Dragon

Take a tour 
of crime scenes 
in Etowah

Avoid the walking dead 
at the Zombie Dash
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Visit a 
corn maze

Take a hike and 
view fall colors 
in the Tennessee 
Overhill Area
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Get in the holiday spirit at 
CASA’s Festival of Trees

Carve a pumpkin 
at Pumpkintown

Check off your stops as you enjoy Tennessee 
Mountain Traveler country!

See living history at 
Fort Loudoun

Breathe in the mountain air



32 |  Tennessee Mountain Traveler, Spring 2015  

Now Hosting 
Company Events 

and Outings
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